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General  defcription  of  Paraguay .  It  is  firft  difcoverei 
by  the  Spaniards ,  who  build  on  the  river  of -that 
name  the  cities  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  Affumption . 
Phe  celebrated  Bon  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabepa 
de  Vaca  arrives  at  the  latter  in  quality  of  Governor 
and  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Province , 


THE  new  world  had  not  been  long  dif- 
covered,  when  people  began  to  difpute, 
if  Europe  was  likely  to  reap,  from 
that  event,  all  the  advantages  that  were  at  firft: 
expected.  This  queftion  was  foon  followed  by 
another,  concerning  the  right  of  conqueft,  in  virtue 
of  which,  feveral  Powers  of  Europe  had  taken  upon 
them  to  reduce  and  bring  under  obedience,  nations, 
that,  for  fo  many  ages,  had  either  lived  without 
mailers,  or  under  the  government  of  fovereigns,  the 
validity  of  whofe  titles  no  one  conteiled.  A  third 
queftion  muft  naturally  occur  to  thofe,  who  know 
any  thing  of  the  hiftory  of  this  great  hemifphere 
fince  it’s  difeovery ;  and  that  is,  whether,  exclufive 
of  religion,  the  inhabitants  have  been  greater  gainers 
or  lofers  by  their  acquaintance  with  us.  I  muft  not 
Vol.  I.  B  pretend 
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pretend  to  decide  on  the  occafton  :  my  chief  view*,’ 
in  writing  this  Hiftory,  is  to  enable  thofe,  that  may 
perufe  it,  to  judge  for  them felvgsy  if  the  Europeans 
have  always  treated  the  Americans  in  the  bed  manner 
to  make  ufeful  eftablifhraents  among  them  ;  benefit 
of  the  treafures  they  let  fo  little  value  upon  ;  increafe 
their  happinefs,  arid  oblige  them  to  blefs  the  day* 
that  had  brought  them  acquainted  with  the  light  of 
the  Gofpel. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  prejudices  that  fo  generally 
prevail,  in  regard  to  the  fubjeet  I  am  about  to 
handle.  I  know  that  mi  (taken  notions,  concerning, 
the  empire  and  riches  of  the  Jefuits  of  Paraguay* 
have  gained  even  upon  thofe,  who  exprefs  the 
greateft  efteem  for  the  fociety,  fince  fome  perfons, 
merely  through  concern  for  it5s  honour,  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  divert  me  from  this  undertaking.  But, 
confidering  the  number  and  authenticity  of  the  proofs 
i  had  to  offer  in  ids  vindication,  I  judged  this  pre¬ 
vention  of  ids  friends  was  another  reafon  for  my  not 
going  back  ;  and  I  hope  the  world  will  approve 
my  perfeverance.  What  pleafure,  in  fact,  muft  not 
a  reader  enjoy,  one,  I  mean,  who  loves  and  fincerely 
defires  to  discover  truth,  in  feeing  it  burft  forth 
through  clouds,  with  which  malice  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  involve  it !  I  am  even  perfuaded,  that 
numbers  will  be  furprifed  at  the  fociety’s  having  fo 
long  neglected  to  open  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  can 
have  no  intereft  in  being  mi  (taken,  concerning  a 
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point,  which  is  far  from  being  fo  indifferent  as 
fome  perfons  may  be  apt  to  imagine  •,  and  1  think  it 
my  duty  to  inform  the  publick,  that  I  at  firft  fet 
about  this  Hiftory,  merely  to  comply  with  the  defires 
of  a  Prince  *,  who  judged  it  requifite  for  the  honour 
of  religion,  of  which  he  has  been,  to  the  hour  of  his 
death,  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments. 

*  The  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  died  the  fourth  of  February . 

Beside  s* 
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Besides,  this  Hifloiy  feemed  to  contain  every 
thing  that  can  either  pieafe  or  indriidt,  by  the  variety 
and  importance  of  it’s  materials,  and  efpecially  the 
beauty  and  novelty  of  the  edablilhments,  that  form 
One  of  it’s  principal  objects.  I  mean  thole  Chridian 
republicks,  of  which  no  models  had  as  yet  appeared 
in  the  world ;  republicks,  founded  in  the  center  of 
the  mo  ft  lavage  barbarifm,  upon  a  plan  more  perfect 
than  thofe  imagined  by  Plato,  Bacon,  and  the  illu- 
ftrious  author  of  Telemachus,  and  by  men,  who 
employed  in  founding  them  no  other  cement, 
but  their  fweat  and  their  blood  ;  who,  from  no  other" 
motives  but  God’s  glory  and  the  welfare  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  with  no  other  weapons  but  the  Gofpel, 
have  braved  the  fury  of  the  molt  intradtable  favages, 
whom  the  arms  of  the  Spaniards,  had  only  ferved 
to  irritate ;  have  thoroughly  civilized  them,  and 
converted  them  into  Chriltians,  whole  virtues  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  palt  have  been  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  all  thofe  that  have  taken  the  nearelt  view  of 
them  ;  and  who,  in  fine,  become  Apoftles  almoft 
as  foon  as  Chriltians,  make  as  many  fpiritual  con- 
quelts  as  their  paltors  ;  and  when  their  zeal  is  not 
attended  with  fuccefs,  look  upon  martyrdom  as  an 
ample  reward  for  all  their  labours  ;  nor  is  this  all, 
for  thefe  fpiritual  labourers,  zealous  for  the  glory  of 
their  fovereign  and  the  interelt  of  their  countrymen* 
have  brought  their  new  converts  to  yield  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain,  an  homage,  the  fincerity  of  which 
may  be  lb  much  the  more  depended  upon,  as  it  was 
quite  voluntary,  as  their  loyalty  befides  has  more 
than  once  weathered  with  honour  the  fevered  trials  ; 
and  as,  by  paying  the  mod  ready  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  their  fovereign,  and  facrificing  to  his  fervice 
their  lives  and  their  properties,  with  unexampled 
alacrity,  they  have  given  the  mod  fatisfadlory  proofs, 
that  in  fo  doing  they  are  perfuaded  they  ferve  God 
himfelf,  and  from  him  alone  expedt  their  reward. 

B  2  When 
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WdEN  all  thefe  faCts  have  been  well  proved  by 
the  uniform  teftimony  of  perfons,  who  had  the  bell 
opportunity  of  lifting  into  the  truth  of  them,  and 
the  greateil  intereft  in  not  fufFering  themfelves  to  be 
impofed  upon,  the  world,  no  doubt,  will  be  greatly 
fiirprifed  to  find,  that  efbablifhments  fo  glorious  to 
religion,  and  fo  ufeful  to  the  date/  have  required 
to  protect  and  preferve  them,  all  the  authority  the 
kings  of  Spain  could  exert ;  that  even  perfons,  who 
were  bound  by  all  manner  of  ties  to  favour  thefe 
edablifhments,  have  omitted  nothing  to  difguft  thole 
who  undertook  to  form  them,  and  make  their  labours 
mifcarry  ;  and  that  they  have  been  often  ruined  by 
men  calling  themfelves  Chridians,  who,  through 
fordid  and  felf-interefted  views  have  butchered 
or  worried  to  death,  by  the  moil  cruel  flavery,  up¬ 
wards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Neophytes.  But  it 
was  the  work  of  God,  and  the  fitted  to  difplay  his 
wifdom  and  his  power.  Thofe,  whom  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  employ  as  his  inflfuments  in  fo  glorious 
an  enterprife,  might  well  expedl  that  Hell  would 
leave  no  done  unturned  to  make  it  mifcarry ;  and' 
experience  has  but  too  well  proved  the  judnefs  of 
their  apprehensions. 

For,  not  to  fpeak  of  the  immenfe  labours  and 
dangers  of  every  kind  inevitably  attending  this 
-new  fpecies  of  .Apodlefhip,  where  they  had  all  the 
dements  to  contend  with,  and  unhofpitable  countries 
to  run  over,  whole  inhabitants  far  exceeded  in 
favagenefs  the  wild  beads  with  which  they  abounded, 
what  pen  can  relate  what  they  had  to  differ,  even 
from  the  domedics  of  that  faith  they  were  labour¬ 
ing  to  propagate  ?  Continually  oppofed,  loaded 
with  calumny  in  every  part  of  the  known  world, 
driven  with  violence  and  infamy  from  their  hordes, 
accufed  at  every  tribunal  as  malefactors  and  traitors  ; 
they  have  often  feen  the  mod  promifing  fruits  of 
all  their  labours  dedroyed,  but  thefe  difappointments 

and 
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and  perfections,  inftead  of  damping  their  courage, 
lerved  rather  to  infpire  them  with  new  ardour,  and 
increafe  their  conftancy  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  by 
means  of  it,  they  have  at  laft  overcome  ail  the  obftacles 
that  were  thrown  in  their  way.  Big  before  I  enter 
upon  the  relation  of  fo  many  various  and  unexpected 
events,  it  is  proper  I  fhould  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
country,  that  has  been  the  fcene  of  them,  and  which, 
though  fo  much  the  fubjedt  of  converfation,  very 
few  perfons  are  acquainted  with.  I  fhall  be  more 
particular  in  my  defcriptions  and  obfervations  as 
occafion  offers. 

THE  word  Paraguay  is  the  name  of  3 
•  river,  which  iffues  from  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes,  in 
about  fixteen  degrees  thirty  minutes  of  fouth  latir 
tude,  and  twenty -three  degrees  of  longitude,  rec¬ 
koning,  as  the  Spaniards  do,  from  the  Azore  Hands, 
and  after  running  a  good  way  to  the  fouth-weft, 
turns  to  the  fouth.  This  word  flgnifies,  in  the 
language  of  fome  of  the  neighbouring  nations. 
Crowned  River,  as  if  the  lake,  from  which  it 
fprings,  formed  a  crown  about  it’s  head.  Don 
Martin  del  Barco,  Archdeacon  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
in  a  Spanifh  hiflorical  poem,  entitled  Argentina, 
pretends  that  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes  is  by  no  means 
the  fource  of  the  Paraguay,  which  he  fays  fome 
perfons,  after  eroding  this  lake,  had  afeended  a 
great  deal  higher,  without  finding  it’s  origin.  Ele 
adds,  that  fome  affirm  it  flows  from  the  lake  Parime, 
in  the  province  del  Dorado,  whole  exiftence  a  modern 
author*  does  not  deem  as  fabulous,  as  it  is  generally 
believed  to  be  •,  and  this  opinion  perhaps  may  be 
fupported  by  a  fad,  which  another  author  relates  -f, 
though  without  taking  upon  him  to  anfwer  for  thp 
certainty  of  it. 

*  Father  jofeph  Gumilla,  in  his  Orenoco  illuftrated:  or. 
Natural,  Civil,  and  Geographical  Hiftory  of  that  River,  &c, 

f  Father  Peter  Lozano,  in  his  Chorographicai  Defcription 
pf  Great  Chaco. 

B  3  A  Spaniard^ 
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A  Spaniard,  lays  he,  called  John  Garcia* 
native  of  the  city  of  the  Afiumption,  capital  of  the 
province  of  Paraguay,  after  many  years  flavery 
among  the  Indians,  called  Payaguas,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  recover  his  liberty,  towards  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century  *  ;  and  oh  his  return  home  re¬ 
lated,  that  in  a  journey  he  had  made  with  thefe 
Indians,  they  arrived,  after  remounting  the  Para¬ 
guay  and  traverfing  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  river,  that  falls  into  this  lake  *9  and  that 
after  afcending  this  laft  river  for  fome  days,  they 
arrived  oppofite  to  a  mountain  under  which  it  runs 
that  the  Payaguas,  before  they  ventured  into  this  dark 
channel,  light  up  flambeaux,  of  a  kind  of  rofin,  to 
prevent:  their  being  molefted  by  bats  of  an  enormous 
fize,  which  they  call  Andiras,  and  which  fall  upon 
paffengers,  who  neglect  to  take  this  precaution 
againft  them  ;  that  after  pu thing  through  the  moun¬ 
tain,  which  coft  them  two  days,  they  continued 
their  journey  for  fome  time  longer  up  the  river,  kill 
they  at  laft  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  another  lake, 
whofe  oppofite  banks  they  could  not  dilcover  j  and 
then  returned  the  fame  way  they  had  advanced. 

Whatever  credit  this  relation  may  deferve,  the 
Paraguay,  after  receiving  many  fmaller  rivers,  though 
fome  in  them. elves  pretty  confiderable,  between  if  § 
iftue  from  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes  and  the  twenty- 
feventh  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  is  there  joined  by 
another,  called  Parana,  which  fignifies  Sea,  on  account 
of  it’s  breadth  This  river,  after  running  a  great 
way  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  to  that  of  the 
Paraguay,  takes  a  turn,  and  falls  into  it  by  a  north- 
eaft  courfe.  The  Paraguay,  deeper  and  narrower 
after  this  acceflion,  flows  direclly  fouthwards  to  the 
latitude  of  thirty-four  degrees,  where  it  is  reinforced 
by  another  great  river,  '  called  the  Uruguay,  that 
flows  into  it  from  the  porth-eaft  ;  it  then  runs  eaft 

north? 
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north-eaft  to  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  where 
it  falls  into  the  lea  by  the  name  of  Rio  de  id  Plata. 
This  name  even  is  very  often  given  to  the  Paraguay, 
from  the  Parana’s  junction  with  it  quite  down  to  it’s 
mouth ;  nor  had  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Paraguay, 
£ny  other  name,  as  long  as  all  the  country,  through 
which*  it  runs,  made  but  one  province.  But  if 
merely  by  the  force  of  cuftom,  for  which  it  is  often 
very  difficult  to  account,  the  Paraguay  has  loft,  not 
only  it’s  own  name,  in  confequence  of  it’s  waters 
mixing  with  thofe  of  the  Parana,  but  even  that  of 
Silver  River,  by  which  it  was  known  above  this 
junction,  through  a  miftake  I  ffiall  prefen tly  take 
notice  of,  it  has  been  amply  indemnified  by  another 
cuftom,  equally  unaccountable,  of  comprehending, 
under  the  name  of  Paraguay,  that  immenfe  traft 
of  land,  which  has  no  bounds  but  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  the  province  of  Sandla  Cruz  della  Sierra, 
and  that  of  Charcas,  where  even  the  Jeluits  of  Para¬ 
guay  have  a  college  and  a  great  million  *,  to  the 
north  *,  the  freights  of  Magellan  to  the  fouth  $ 
Brazil  to  the  eall ;  Chili  and  Peru  to  the  weft. 

This  vaft  country,  befides  Chaco,  which  is  as 
it  were  the  center  of  it,  though  not  as  yet  reduced, 
contains  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes,  the  provinces  of 
Santa  Cruz  and  las  Charcas,  with  Tucuman  to  the 
weft  ;  all  the  courfe  of  the  Parana  and  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata  to  the  eaft  j  and  to  the  fouth  all  the  reft  of  the 
continent  as  far  as  the  {freights  of  Magellan,  where 
the  Jefuits  have  of  late  begun  to  found  fome  millions. 
It  is  pretty  evident,  that  in  fo  great  an  extent  of 
land,  watered  by  an  infinite  number  of  rivers, 
covered  with  immenfe  forefts,  interfered  by  long 
chains  of  mountains,  1110ft  of  them  very  high,  and 
forme  even  reaching  to  the  clouds  •,  where  all  the 
low-lands  are  fufijefit  to  inundations,  for  extent 

B  4  •  and 

*  The  college  of  Tarija,  in  the  province  of  las  Charcas,  and 
£he  millions  of  the  Chiquites  in  that  of  Santa  Cruz  do  la  Sierra. 
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and  duration  fuperior  to  thofe  of  any  other  country 
we  are  acquainted  with ;  where  there  are  every¬ 
where  great  numbers  of  lakes  and  marfhes,  whofe 
putrefied  waters  cannot  but  greatly  infedt  the  air ; 
Where  the  lands,  in  fine,  that  have  been  cleared 
and  cultivated,  are  nothing  in  comparifon  to  thofe, 
that  ftill  remain  in  a  Hate  of  nature ;  it  is  pretty 
evident,  I  fay,  that  in  fuch  a  vaft  country,  there  mult 
be  a  great  variety  in  the  temperature  of  it’s  air, 
as  well  as  in  the  manners  and  character  of  it’s 
inhabitants. 

To  speak  in  general  of  thefe  people,  we  may 
affirm  that  they  are  more  or  lefs  of  an  olive  com¬ 
plexion  ;  that  they  are  commonly  rather  below  than 
above  the  middling  ftature,  though  it  is  no  uncom¬ 
mon  thing  to  find  among  them  perfons  of  the  higheft ; 
that  moft  of  them  are  pretty  thick  legged  and  jointed ? 
and  round  and  fomewhat  flat  faced ;  that  almoft  all 

.  1  T 

the  men,  and  even  the  children,  efpecially  in.  the 
warmer  climates,  go  quite  naked  ;  and  the  women 
wear  no  more  covering,  than  the  moft  relaxed  modefty 
fcems  abfolutely  to  require  *, '  that  thofe  of  every 
nation  have  their  own  particular  manner  of  adorning 
or  rather  disfiguring  themfelves,  fometimes  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  make  the  moft  hideous  appearance  that 
there  are  fome  however, who  occasionally  wear  caps  and 
other  ornaments  made  of  the  moft  beautiful  feathers ; 
that  almoft  all  of  them  are  naturally  dull,  cruel,  and 
inconftant-,  treacherous,  and  exceffively  voracious, 
and  cannibals-,  given  to  drunkennefs,  void  of  fore¬ 
fight  or  precaution,  even  in  the  moft  indifpenfible 
concerns  of  life,  lazy  and  indolent  beyond  the  power 
of  expreffion  ^  that  except  a  few,  whom  the  love  of 
plunder  or  revenge  has  rendered  furious  rather  than 
brave,  moft  of  them  are  arrant  cowards,  and  that 
thofe,  who  have  preferved  their  liberty,  are  entirely 
indebted  for  it  to  the  fitutation  of  the  inacceflible 
aces.,  where  they  have  taken  refuge. 
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The  firft  Spaniards  who  entered  Paraguay,  made 
not  the  leaft  doubt  of  their  finding  great  treafures  in 
it.  They  thought  it  impofiible,  that  a  country  fo 
near  Peru  fhould  not  contain  a  great  many  mines 
of  gold  and  filver  j  and  though  it  was  not  long 
before  the  miftake,  upon  which  this  falfe  notion  was 
founded,  and  of  which  I  fliall  fpeak  hereafter,  came 
to  be  difcovered,  the  world,  for  more  than  a  century, 
continued  to  fpeak  of  Paraguay,  as  a  country  aboun¬ 
ding  in  mines.  This  we  may  infer  from  the  title 
of  Argentina,  which  Don  Martin  del  Barco  gave  his 
poem,  as  if  the  whole  country  was  but  one  great 
mine  of  filver.  But  I  fhall  here  infert  what  Don 
Pedro  Efteyan  Davila,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
wrote  to  his  Catholic  majefty  concerning  it  in  1637 
44  The  fanguine  hopes  of  which  people  entertain  of 
P  being  able  to  make  great  fortunes  in  thefe  pro-* 
44  vinces  p,  are  particularly  founded  upon  the  belief 
44  of  their  containing  metals  and  other  precious  arti- 
44  cles,  Of  this  I  have  already  feat  your  majefty  the 
44  moil  ample  informations,  v/ith  a  lift  oftfome  authen- 

44  tic  papers  concerning  them  ;  and  I  know  for  cer- 

45  tain,  that  thefe  papers  have  been  aepoftted  among 
44  the  archive^  of  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies. 
44  People  had  feme  confuted  notions  of  thefe  treafures, 
44  fo  early  as  the  government  of  Don  Ruiz  Diaz  Mel- 
44  garejo,  who  founded  the  city  of  Villarica;  but  after 
44  many  endeavours  tQ  obtain  a  more  diftindt  account 
44  of  them,  it  appeared  that  what  had  already  been  re- 
44  lated  of  them,  was  too  uncertain  to  be  depended 
*4  upon.  The  laft  perlbn  who  undertook  to  difeover  the 
f4  mines,  was  Manuel  de  Frias,  fon-in-law  of  Don 

Ruiz,  and  firft  governOf  pf  Paraguay,  when  this 
44  country  was  divided  into  twq  governments.  He 

44  fo 

*  Father  Anthony  B.uiz  de  Montoya,  in  his  Spiritual  Qon- 
cjueft,  &c.  fol.  48.  A  ‘ 

f  provip^Q  of  Gpayra  was  that  which  they  chiefly 
Jud  their  eye  to. 
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u  fo  little  doubted  of  fuccefs,  that  he  entered  intq 
(C  an  agreement  with  your  majefty  on  the  occafion  ^ 
“  and  I  have  been  informed  by  perfons  of  credit,, 
cc  that  he  did  every  thing  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
4C  fulfil  his  engagements  ^  but  that  all  his  refearches. 
proved  fruitlefs.  I  have  already  fent  your  majefty 
all  the  written  informations  concerning  his  enqui- 
tc  ties,  and  I  know  for  certain  they  are  to  be 
“  found  among  the  archives  of  the  royal  cou'n- 
“  cil  of  the  Indies.  I  have  two  reafons  for  believing 
that  thefe  papers  deferve  no  credit.  In  the  ftrft 
tc  place,  the  governors  I  have  mentioned  omitted 
*c  nothing  to  difcover  thefe  mines  fecondly,  all  the 
<c  witnefies  that  had  affirmed  upon  oath  the  credibility 
of  their  exiftence,  were  perfons  prejudiced  againft 
<c  the  company  of  Jefus,  and  befides,  wanted  the 
<c  necefiary  qualifications  to  draw  up  informations, 
44  fit  to  be  laid  before  your  majefty.5’ 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  people  for  a  long  time 
thought  they  could  difcern  fome  indications  of  gold 
mines,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town  which  the 
Spaniards  built  under  the  name  of  Xeres,  pretty  near 
the  Paraguay,  on  the  road  from  thence  to  Brazil,  and 
the  Portuguefe  afterwards  deftroyed  ;  but  thefe  delu- 
five  appearances  vaniffied  at  laft,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Xeres  were  always  wretchedly  poor.  This  was 
likewife  the  cafe  with  thofe  of  Viilarica,  wrhofe  founders 
were  too  hafty  in  decorating  it  with  fo  pompous  a  title ; 
arid  whofe  inhabitants,  continually  annoyed  by  the 
Portuguefe,  found  themfelves  at  laft  under  a  neceffity 
of  removing  nearer  to  the  Paraguay,  where  they 
built  a  new  town  under  the  fame  name  with  that; 
they  had  deferted,  and  with  as  little  reafon  *.  It  has 
however  thriven  the  better  for  it’s  inhabitants  not 
depending  any  longer  on  imaginary  mines,  which 
hindered  them  from  taking  for  their  fubfiftence  Hirer* 
and  more  confident  meafures. 

J  It  is  now  commonly  called  la  Villa. 


OF  PARAGUAY.  u 

Pearls  were  found  for  feme  time  in  a  little  lake 
at  a  fin  all  didance  from  the  fpot,  where  the  city  of 
Santa- Fe  originally  flood  ;  and  the  author  of  the 
Argentina  fpeaks  of  them  with  his  ufual  emphafis ; 
jn  l'pite  of  which,  however,  they  were  foon  forgot. 
At  lad:,  a  Spaniard,  who  had  been  taken  in  his 
infancy  by  the  Ahipones,  obferving  on  his  return 
pome,  that  the  women  were  very  fond  of  fuch  things, 
related  that  the  Indians,  among  whom  he  had  lived, 
very  often  found  them  in  their  nets,  when  fifhing 
in  the  above  lake,  but  threw  them  back  into 
the  water  as  things  of  no  value  ;  and  upon  this, 
proper  perfons  were  difpatcbed  to  examine,  on 
the  fpot,  the  truth  of  his  report,  which  they  found 
to  be  exaef.  It  is  very  probable  however,  that  either 
the  fifhery  was  not  abundant,  or  the  pearls  not  clear 
enough  to  quit  coif  ;  for  I  could  never  difeover  that 
they  made  any  part  of  the  commerce  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  or  enriched  the  inhabitants  of  Santa- Fe. 

I  have  feen  a  manufeript,  that  I  think  may  be 
depended  upon,  which  affirms,  that  in  the  city  of 
the  Adfumption,  capital  of  the  province  of  Paraguay, 
the  ladies  adorn  themfelves  with  jewels,  which  are 
pretty  common  in  that  country.  But  the  author 
does  not  inform  us,  what  kind  of  jewels  they  are  * ; 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  difeover  any  more  con¬ 
cerning  them  in  any  other  writer.  Father  Anthony 
Sepp,  a  German  jefuit,  who  fpent  many  years  in  the 
millions  of  Paraguay,  and  has  left  us  fome  letters  in 
his  native  tongue,  that  have  been  fince  mandated  into 
Latin,  made  likewife  a  difeovery,  which,  if  what  he 
found  had  been  more  common,  might  have  been  very 
rueful  in  this  part  of  America.  Happening  one  day 
to  take  notice  of  a  very  hard  drone,  which  the  Indians 
call  Itacana,  hecaufe  it  is  full  of  little  black  fpots ; 

lie 

*  Joy  as,  que  no  ay  paco  en  el  Paraguay,  y  las  mugeres  fe 
|a?en  y  adornan,  qomo  en  otra  qualquies  Ciudad. 
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he  found,  on  throwing  it  into  a  very  fierce  fire,  that 
thefe  fpots  were  very  good  iron;  but  thele  ftones 
are  very  fcarce.  Mines  of  this  ufeful  metal  have 
been  difcovered  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  but  fo 
poor,  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  procure 
from  other  places  almoft:  all  the  iron  they  make 
ufe  of. 

In  the  vafV  plains,  which  extend  from  Buenos 
Ayres  to  Chili,  and  a  great  way  to  the  fouth,  fome 
horfes  and  horned  cattle,  that  the  Spaniards  left  be¬ 
hind  them  in  the  fields,  on  their  evacuating  that 
town  a  little  after  it’s  foundation,  multiplied  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that,  fo  early  as  the  year  1628,  a  very 
good  horfe  might  be  purchafed  fpr  two  needles,  and 
an  ox  in  proportion.  Now  indeed,  thefe  creatures 
are  only  to  be  found  in  pretty  diftant  places.  It  is 
however  but  thirty  years  ago,  that  no  ftiip  left  Bue¬ 
nos  Ayres  without  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  ox  hides, 

'  and  that  number  is  not  to  be  obtained  without  killing 
at  leaft  eighty  thoufand  beafts,  as  no  (kins,  but  fuch 
as  are  ftatutable,  or  the  fkins  of  bulls,  and  of  a 
certain  meafure,  are  allowable  in  trade.  '  There  are 
befides  huntfmen,  who,  of  all  the  oxen  they  kill, 
carry  off  nothing  but  the  tongues  and  the  tallow, 
which  in  this  country  ferves  for  butter,  lard,  and 
oil. 

But  this,  after  all,  is  not  fufficient  to  give  a 
juft:  idea  of  the  multiplication  of  thefe  ufeful  animals 
in  Paraguay  ;  for  the  dags,  of  which  great  numbers 
are  likewife  turned  wild,  the  tygers  and  the  lions, 
deftroy  more  of  them  than  can  be  well  imagined. 
It  is  even  laid,  that  the  lions  don’t  wait  as  the  tygers 
do  ’till  hunger  pinches  them,  to  hunt  down  the 
oxen,  but  often  attack  them  merely  for  the  fake  of 
diverfion  ;  and  that  they  have  been  feen  to  kill  ten 
or  twelve  at  a  time,  and  touch  but  one.  The  dogs 
however  are  the  greateft  enemies  of  thefe  animals. 
|t  is  pow  more  than  twenty  years,  fince  the  price  of 
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tallow  and  hides  rofe  feventy  per  cent,  at  Buenos 
Ayres ;  and  if  ever  this  wild  breed  of  horned  cattle 
becomes  extinff  in  the  country,  it  mult  chiefly  be 
attributed  to  the  conflant  war  the  dogs  make  upon 
them,  and  which  they  will  as  certainly  continue 
againft  the  inhabitants,  when  they  can  find  no  more 
bealts  to  prey  upon.  But  what  is  molt  furprifing, 
there  is  no  opening  the  eyes  of  the  common  people 
of  Buenos  Ayres  on  this  occafion  *,  for  a  governor  of 
the  province  having  once  fent  fome  foldier$  on  an 
expedition  againft  thefe  troublefome  animals,  the 
poor  men  met  with  no  other  welcome  at  their  re¬ 
turn  but  fhouts  of  derifion  and  contempt,  joined  to 
the  title  of  dog-killers,  for  which  reafon  not  one 
of  them  could  ever  fince  be  prevailed  upon  to  go 
upon  the  fame  errand. 

The  manner  in  which  they  hunt  the  horned 
cattle,  and  for  which  they  have  no  other  name  but 
that  of  Matan£a,  or  Butchery,  is  pretty  fingular. 
A  number  of  huntfmen  gather  together,  and  repair 
on  horfeback  to  fome  great  plain,  entirely  covered 
with  thefe  animals.  They  then  feparate,  and  with 
a  kind  of  hatchet,  whofe  edge  refembles  a  crefcent, 
lay  about  them  with  all  their  might,  aiming  at  the 
hind  legs  of  the  animals  in  order  to  hamfiring  them  : 
for  this  once  effected,  the  animal  falls  to  the  ground 
without  being  able  to  rife  again,  fo  that  the  huntfmen 
may  continue  their  game.  Till  of  many  hundreds 
they  have  not  left  a  fingle  beaft  (landing  •,  and  fome 
people  pretend,  that  a  good  hand  will  in  this  manner 
difable  eight  hundred  oxen  in  an  hour;  but  this 
account  appears  rather  exaggerated.  In  the  con- 
flernation,  which  at  firft  feizes  thefe  animals,  they 
crowd  together  in  fuch  confufion  as  to  impede  each 
other’s  flight,  and  thereby  afford  the  huntfmen  an 
opportunity  of  taking  from  time  to  time  a  little  reft 
and  refrelhment.  At  laft,  after  lbme  days  fpent  in 
this  violent  exercife,  they  return  the  fame  way  they 

came. 
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came,  find  their  oxen  where  they  left  them,  difpatcfl 
them  at  their  leifure,  and  carry  off  as  much  of  them 
as  they  can. 

We  may  well  imagine,  that  the  great  number  of 
carcaffes  thefe  himtfmen  leave  behind  them,  would, 
if  permitted  to  rot,  cauls  an  infedlion  in  the  air, 
which  might  be  attended  with  very  difagreeable 
confequences ,  but  clouds  of  Vultures  *,  as  large 
as  eagles,  and  other  birds  of  prey,  foon  fall  upon 
them,  fo  that  in  a  few  days  nothing  remains  but 
the  bare  bones.  The  horfes  are  taken  with  noofes, 
and  as  they  are  bom  and  bred  wild,  and  of  Spanifii 
origin,  are  very  handfome  ^nd  fwift-footed.  The 
Indians,  however,  who  arc  alfo  very  nimble,  con- 
trive  to  turn  them  towards  places  where  they  know 
they  muff  meet  with  obftacles  to  ftop  their  flight  5 
and  as  foon  as  they  get  within  reach  of  them,  caff 
noofes  about  their  legs,  leap  upon  them  without  any 
further  ceremony,  and  have  foon  tamed  them. 
There  are  a  great  many  mules  in  Paraguay,  and  they 
muff  be  very  ufeful  in  a  country  where  there  are 
few  beaten  roads,  a  great  deal  of  up-and-down  hilly 
and  here  and  there  a  great  many  bad  fteps. 

But  the  greateft  riches  of  both  the  Spaniards  and 
the  Indians  of  this  province,  thofe  Indians  espe¬ 
cially  whom  the  jefuits  have  formed  into  towns  or 
villages,  formerly  confided,  and  in  regard  to  many 
of  them  ftil'l  confift,  in  the  Herb  of  Paraguay.  It  is 
laid,  that  the  idle  of  this  vegetable  was  at  firff  lb 
confiderable,  and  enriched  fo  many  perfons,  that 
thofe,  who  before  were  reduced  to  the  bare  necef- 
faries  of  life,  foon  faw  themfelves  in  poffeffion  of 
ample  fortunes.  But  as  luxury,  like  fire,  is  always 
upon  the  increafe,  and  not  to  be  ftopt  as  long  as 
it  finds  materials  to  feed  upon,  the  Spaniards,  to 
fupport  it,  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 

Indians, 


*  The  people  of  the  country  call  them  Condors. 
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Indians,  who  had  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  them, 
or  had  been  reduced  by  the  fuperior  force  of  arms  *, 
at  firft  they  made  fervants  of  them,  but  foon  after 
began  to  conftder  them  as  Haves.  And  as  they  had 
no" mercy  for  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  many  of  them 
perifhed  under  a  fpecies  of  drudgery  they  were  not 
accuftomed  to,  and  the  bad  ufage  with  which  their 
cruel  talk  mailers  punifhed  their  wafte  of  Itrength, 
rather  than  their  want  of  will ,  others  made  their 
efcape,  and  became  moil  irreconcileable  enemies 
to  the  Spaniards,  many  of  whom  by  this  means  funk 
back  into  their  former  indigence,  without  learning 
thereby  to  become  more  laborious.  Luxury  had 
multiplied  their  wants,  fo  that  the  herb  of  Paraguay 
alone  was  no  longer  fufficient  to  content  them,  as  it 
formerly  ufed  to  do ;  and  though  it  were,  many 
were  too  poor  to  purchafe  any,  as  the  extraordinary 
confumption  of  it  had  confiderably  enhanced  it’s 
value. 


This  herb,  fo  famous  in  South- Am  erica  and 
Spain,  is  but  very  little  known  in  France.  Though 
called  an  herb,  it  is  the  leaf  of  a  tree  of  the  fize  of 
a  middling  apple-tree.  In  take  it  greatly  refembles 
that  of  mallows,  and  in  figure,  when  full  grown, 
that  of  the  orange-tree.  It  has  likewife  forne  re- 
femblance  to  the  Coca  of  Peru,  but  is  more  effeemed, 
even  in  Peru,  where  it  is  fent  in  great  quantities, 
especially  into  the  mountains,  and  wherever  there 
is  any  mining  going  forward,  the  Peruvian  Spa¬ 
niards  finding  it  the  more  neceffary,  as  the  life  of 
wine  in  their  country  is  attended  with  very  bad  con- 
fequences.  It  is  fent  there  well  dried,  and  in  a  manner 
reduced  to  powTder  •,  but  in  preparing  it,  they  don’t 
permit  it  to  remain  long  in  the  water,  as  it  would 
then  give  an  infufion  as  black  as  ink.  They'  diftin- 
guifh  two  fpecies  of  it,  though  both  are  but  one 
and  the  fame  leaf.  The  firft  is  called  Caa,  or  CaamT 
ni }  and  the  fecond  Caacuys,  or  Yerva  de  Palos ;  but 
>  Father 
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Father  del  Techo  pretends,  that  it’s  generical  name 
is  Caa,  and  diftinguifhes  three  different  fpecies  of  it; 
under  the  names  of  Caacuys,  Caamini,  and  Caa- 
guazu. 

According  to  this  author,  v/ho  fpent  great  part 
of  his  life  in  Paraguay,  the  Caacuys  is  the  fifft  bud 
that  has  fcarce  begun  to  open  it’s  leaves ;  the  Caa- 
mini  is  the  fulPgrown  leaf,  ftript  of  it’s  ribs  before 
roafting ;  and  the  Caaguazu,  or*  Palos,  that  roafted 
without  any  fucli  preparation.  The  roafted  leaves 
are  kept  in  holes  made  under-ground,  and  lined 
with  cow-fkins.  The  Caacuys  will  not  bear  tranf- 
portation,  nor  does  it  keep  as  long  as  the  two  other 
kinds,  which  are  fent  in  great  quantities  to  Tucuman, 
Peru,  and  Spain.  It  is  even  certain,  that  this  herb 
has  on  the  fpot  where  it  grows,  a  bitternefs,  that 
confiderably  increafes  both  it’s  price  and  it’s  virtues, 
and  is  not  to  be  perceived  any  where  elfe.  To 
prepare  the  Caacuys,  they  throw  into  boiling  water 
the  leaf  pulverized  and  afterwards  reduced  into 
a  pafte.  As  fall  as  this  pafte  diffolves,  whatever 
earth  might  have  remained  in  it,  rifes  to  the 
top  of  the  water,  and  is  ikimmed  off.  The 
water  is  then  ftrained  through  a  cloth,  and  after 
being  left  to  fettle  a  little,  is  fucked  up  through  a 
pipe.  They  very  feldom  put  any  fugar  into  it,  but 
only  a  little  lemon  juice,  or  certain,  very  fweet 
fcented  paftils.  When  taken  by  wray  of  vomit,  it 
is  made  weaker,  and  permitted  to  grow  luke-wann. 

The  chief  manufacture  of  this  herb  is  at  la  Villa, 
or  the  New  Villarica,  which  lies  near  the  mountains 
of  Maracayu,  fituated  to  the  eaft  of  the  Paraguay  in 
about  twenty -five  degrees  twenty-five  minutes  fouth 
latitude,  this  being  the  diftrict  of  the  whale 
country,  in  which  the  Caa-tree  thrives  belt  $  but  it 
does  not  grow  on  the  mountains,  but  in  the  marfhy 
bottoms  between  them.  They  fometimes  fend  to 
Peru  alone,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand  arrobe's, 

each 
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each  of  twenty- five  pounds  of  fixteen  ounces*,  and 
the  arrobe  is  worth  feven  crowns  of  our  money  *j\ 
The  Caacuys,  however,  has  no  fixed  price,  and  the 
Caamini  fells  for  twice  as  much  as  the  Palos.  The 
Indians  eftablilhed  in  the  diftridts  of  Uruguay  and 
Parana,  under  the  condudtof  thejefuits,  have  planted 
fome  feeds  of  this  tree,  which  they  brought  with 
them  from  Maracayu,  and  the  trees  produced  from 
thefe  feeds  have  very  little,  if  at  all,  degenerated. 
But  the  new  Chriftians  make  none  of  the  firft  kind, 
keep  the  Caamini  for  their  own  ufe,  and  fell  the 
Palos  to  pay  their  tribute,  and  purchafe  other  com¬ 
modities  they  Hand  in  need  of.  The  Caa  feeds 
•  refemble  thole  of  the  ivy. 

The  Spaniards  pretend,  that  they  poffefs  in  this 
herb  a  remedy  or  a  prefervative  againft  all  their 
diforders.  We  cannot,  indeed,  refufe  it  the  honour 
of  being  very  opening  and  diuretic.  It  is  faid, 
that  fome  perfons  having  at  firft  taken  it  to  excels, 
it  entirely  deprived  them  of  the  ufe  of  their  fenfes  for 
feveral  days ;  but  what  is  moft  furprizing  in  this 
herb,  is  that  it  often  produces  quite  contrary  effects ; 
as  that,  for  example,  of  purging  and  nourifhing,  of 
giving  fleep  to  the  reftlefs,  and  fpirits  to  the  drowzy. 
Thofe,  who  have  once  contracted  the  habit  of  taking 
this  herb,  find  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  leave  it 
off,  or  even  ufe  it  but  moderately,  though,  when 
taken  to  excefs,  it  not  only  brings  on  drunkennefs, 
but  moft  of  thofe  diforders,  with  which  the  too  free 
ufe  of  the  ftrongeft  liquors  is  attended. 

Almost  every  foreft  of  this  country  abounds 
with  bees,  which  nTike  their  hives  in  the  hollows 
of  trees.  There  are  here  ten  different  fpecies  of 
thefe  ufeful  infedls.  That  moft  efteemed  for  the 
whitenefs  of  it’s  wax,  and  the  delicacy  of  it’s  honey, 
Vol.  I.  C  is 

*  The  arrobe  is  equal  to  28  pounds  Avoirdupois, 
f  The  French  cro,vn  is  worth  4  s.  6  d.  fterling. 
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is  called  Opemus,  but  it  is  very  fcarce.  The  Cotton- 
tree  is  a  native  of  the  country,  and  grows  in  thickets, 
like  what  I  faw  in  Louifiana.  It  bears  the  very  firft 
year,  but  muft  be  pruned  like  the  vine.  It  flowers 
in  December  and  January  *,  and  it’s  flower,  which 
refembles  the  yellow  tulip,  fades  and  withers  away 
three  days  after  blowing.  The  pod  contained  in  the 
flower  is  quite  ripe  in  February,  and  yields  a  wool, 
which  is  not  only  very  white,  but  very  good  in  every 
other  refpedt.  The  Indians  I  fpoke  of,  began  to 
fow  hemp-feed  *,  but  having  found  it  a  troublefome 
talk  to  prepare  it  for  fpinning,  moft.of  them  aban¬ 
doned  the  enterprife.  The  Spaniards  have,  on  this 
occafion,  flhewed  more  conftancy  than  the  Indians, 
and  make  life  of  hemp  in  pretty  large  quantities. 

Besides  maiz,  manioc,  and  potatoes,  which 
thrive  very  well  in  feveral  places,  and  in  which  the 
food  of  thofe  Indians,  who  cultivated  the  earth, 
chiefly  confifted,  there  are  in  this  country  many  fruits 
and  fimples,  not  known  in  Europe :  I  fhall  name 
and  defcribe  fome  of  them,  as  occafion  offers.  There 
are  fome  fruits  in  particular,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
make  excellent  fweet-meats.  Some  have  planted 
vines  here,  which  don’t  thrive  equally  in  every  di- 
ffridl ;  but  a  great  deal  of  wine  is  made  at  Rioja  and 
Corduba,  two  towns  of  Tucuman.  That  of  Cordu- 
ba  is  greafy,  ftfong  and  heady.  That  of  Rioja  has 
none  of  thefe  faults ;  but  at  Mendoza,  a  town  in  the 
government  of  Chili,  and  fituated  in  the  Cordillie- 
ra,  at  about  twenty-five  leagues  from  Corduba, 
they  make  a  wine  very  little  inferior  to  that  of 
Spain.  Wheat  has  been  fowm  in  fome  places  ;  but 
it  is  feldom  made  ufe  of  but  for  cakes  and  other 
things  of  that  kind.  There  are  every-where  veno¬ 
mous  herbs,  with  which  fome  Indians  poifon  their  ar¬ 
rows  ; 

*  If  is  proper  the  reader  fhould  attend  to  the  great  difference 
between  the  feafons  in  Paraguay  and  Europe,  occaiioned  by 
th$ii  lying  at  different  iides  of  the  Equino&ial  Line. 
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rows-,  but  the  antidotes  are  equally  common  ;  and 
among  others  the  herb  called  fp arrow’s -herb ,  which 
forms  pretty  large  bufhes,  and  was  difcovered  and 
obtained  it’s  name,  in  the  following  manner. 

Among  the  different  kinds  of  fparrows  found  in 
thefe  provinces,  moft  of  which  are  of  the  fize  of  our 
black-birds,  there  is  a  very  pretty  one,  called  ma- 
caguri.  This  little  creature  is  very  fond  of  the  flefh 
of  vipers,  againft  whom,  for  this  reafon,  he  wages  a 
continual  war.  As  foon  therefore  as  he  fpies  one  of 
thefe  reptiles,  he  whips  his  head  under  his  wing,  and 
gathers  himfclf  up  into  a  round  ball,  without  the 
lead  appearance  of  life  or  motion  ^  he  does  not  how¬ 
ever  cover  his  eyes  fo  entirely,  but  what  he  may  peep 
thro5  the  feathers  of  his  wing,  and  obferve  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  his  game,  which  he  luffers  to  approach  with¬ 
out  ftirring,  ’till  he  finds  it  near  enough  to  receive  a 
ftroke  of  his  bill,  which  he  then  fuddenly  difcharges 
at'  it.  The  viper  immediately  returns  the  compli¬ 
ment  with  another  of  his  tongue ;  but  the  minute 
the  fparrow  finds  himfelf  wounded,  he  flies  to  his 

JL  *  ^  J  , 

herb,  eats  feme  of  it,  and  is  inftandy  cured.  He  then 
returns  to  the  charge,  and  has  recourfe  to  his  herb* 
every  time  the  viper  flings  him.  This  conflict  laffcs 
kill  the  viper,  deflitute  of  the  fame  refource  has 
loft  all  his  blood*  As  icon  as  the  reptile  is  dead* 
the  fparrow  falls  to  work  upon  the  carcafs,  and  con¬ 
cludes  the  feaft  with  a  new  dofe  of  his  antidote. 

There  are  few  countries  which  breed  fa  great 
a  number,  and  fo  many  different  fpecies  of  ferpents* 
and  fuch  other  reptiles  ^  but  there  are  a  great  many 
of  them  no  way  poifonous,  <or  whofe  poifon  is  no  way 
dangerous.  The  Indians  know  thefe  innocent  tho* 
frightful  reptiles,  take  them  up  alive  in  their  hands* 
and  make  girdles  of  them,  without  any  bad  con- 
fequence.  There  are  fome  of  thefe  creatures  twenty - 

C  2  tWO’ 

*  By  this  one  woukj  imagine  this  fparrow -herb  ads  both*  a-s 
a  ftyptic,  and  an  antidote, 
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two  feet  long,  and  proportionably  thick,  that  fwal- 
low  whole  flags,  if  we  may  believe  fome  Spaniards, 
who  allure  us  they  have  been  eye-witnefles  to  their . 
feats  this  way.  The  Indians  fay,  that  thefe  monflers 
engender  at  the  mouth,  and  that  the  young  ones  tear 
their  way  into  the  world  thro*  the  fides  of  their  mo¬ 
thers,  after  which  the  flrongefl  devour  the  weakefl. 
And  were  it  not  for  this  difpofition  of  Providence, 
father  Anthony  Ruiz  de  Montoya,  who  feems  to  cre¬ 
dit  this  account,  obferves,  that  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  to  flir  out  of  doors  without  meeting  with  thefe 
terrible  animals.  Among  thofe  who  are  oviparous, 
there  are  fome  that  lay  very  large  eggs,  and  make  life 
of  incubation  to  hatch  them. 

The  rattle-fhake,  fo  common  in  feveral  provinces 
of  North- America,  is  no-where  perhaps  more  fo  than 
in  Paraguay.  It  has  been  obferved  in  this  country,  that 
this  reptile  differs  greatly  when  it’s  gums  are  too  much 
didended  with  venom  •,  and  that,  to  get  rid  of  this 
venom,  it  falls  upon  everything  in  it’s  way,  with  two 
crooked  fangs,  pretty  large  at  their  root,  but  ter¬ 
minating  in  a  point,  and  by  means  of  a  hollow  in 
thefe  fangs,  pours  into  the  wound  it  makes  all  the 
humour  that  tormented  it.  The  effedts  of  the  bite  of 
this,  and  many  other  fpecies  of  ferpents  and  fnakes, 
are  very  fudden  :  fometimes  the  blood  ilfues  violent¬ 
ly  at  the  eyes,  nofe,  ears,  gums,  and  roots  of  the 
nails  *,  but  there  are  antidotes  to  be  found  every¬ 
where  againd  this  poifon.  The  mod  fuccefsful  are  a 
done,  to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of  St  Pauly 
bezoard,  and  a  poultice  of  chewed  garlick.  The  very 
head  of  the  animal,  and  it’s  liver,  which  is  likewife 
eaten  to  purify  the  blood,  are  equally  efficacious: 
the  fured  method,  however,  is  to  begin  by  making 
an  incifion  diredlly  in  the  part  that  has  been  dung, 
and  then  apply  brimdone  to  it.  Nay,  this  drug 
alone  has  been  often  found  to  make  a  perfedt  cure. 


Ther* 
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There  are  here  likewife  fome  hunting  ferpents, 
which  climb  up  the  trees  to  difcover  their  prey,  and 
from  thence  dart  upon  it  when  within  reach,  fqueeze 
it  fo  tight,  that  it  cannot  dir,  and  then  devour  it 
alive  at  their  leifure.  But  when  they  have  eat  up 
whole  carcafles,  they  become  fo  heavy  as  not  to  be 
able  to  move,  and,  as  they  fometimes  have  not  a  fuf- 
ficient  degree  of  natural  heat  to  digeft  fuch  enormous 
meals,  would  inevitably  become  the  victims  of  their 
own  voracity,  did  not  nature  fugged:  to  them  a  re¬ 
medy,  which  reafon  certainly  would  never  permit 
them  to  employ.  On  this  occafion  the  monder  turns 
up  his  belly  to  the  fun,  whofe  heat  makes  it  putrify ; 
•the  worms  then  breed  in  it,  and  the  birds,  coming  to 
their  aftiftance,  feed  upon  a  fuperfluity,  which  other- 
wife  would  mod:  certainly  kill  him  :  the  patient  takes 
care  not  to  let  the  birds  go  too  great  lengths,  and 
in  a  fhort  time,  after  this  extraordinary  operation, 
finds  himfelf  as  well  as  ever.  But  it  often  happens, 
they  fay,  that  the  fkin  of  the  ferpent  clofes  upon  the 
branches  of  trees  upon  which  he  has  been  in  too  great 
hade  to  dation  himfelf ;  this  is  a  fcrape,  out  of  which 
he  mud:  find  it  a  much  more  difficult  matter  to  extri¬ 
cate  himfelf  than  the  former. 

Many  of  thefe  reptiles  live  upon  fifh;  and  father 
Montoya,  from  whom  I  have  taken  almod  all  thefe 
particulars,  informs  us,  that  he  one  day  happened  to 
fpy  a  huge  fnake,  whofe  head  was  as  big  as  a  calf’s, 
fifhing  on  the  banks'  of  a  river :  the  firft  thing  the 
monder  did,  was  to  difeharge  by  it’s  mouth  a  great 
quantity  of  foam  into  the  river  •,  he  then  thrud  his 
head  into  the  water,  and  kept  it  very  quiet,  ’till  a 
great  many  fmall  fifhes,  attradfed  by  the  foam,  had 
gathered  about  it*  wfien  fuddenly  opening  his  jaws, 
he  laid  about  him,  and  fw  alio  wed  in  great  numbers 
all  thofe  that  were  unhappy  enough  to  lie  within  his 
reach.  Another  time,  the  fame  author  affures  us,  he 
faw  an  Indian  of  the  tailed  dature,  who  happened  to 
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be  fifliing  up  to  his  middle  in  water,  fwal lowed  alive 
by  a  huge  finake,  which  the  next  day  vomited  his 
prey  afhore  quite  whole,  all  to  the  hones  which  were 
fmajhed  to  pieces,  as  if  they  had  been  bruifed  be¬ 
tween  two  mill- hones. 

This  mondrous  ipoecies  of  reptiles  never  quit  the 
wTater ;  and  in  the  rapids,  which  are  pretty  common 
in  the  Parana,  they  are  often  feen.  swimming  with  a 
huge  tail,  and  their  head,  which  is  likewife  very 
large,  above  water.  The  Indians  fay,  that  they  en- 

and 
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•gender  in.  the  fame  .manner  with 
that  the  males  often  attack  women,  as  it  is  pretended 
monkeys  do  in  fome  countries.  One  thing  however 
is  certain,  and  that  is,  that  fattier  Montoya  was  one 

day  called  upon  to  hear  the  confeffion  of  an  Indian 
woman,  whom,  while  fhe  was  walking  fome  linnen 
on  the  banks  of  a  river,  one  of  thefe  animals  at¬ 
tacked,  and,  as  fhe  faid,  offered  violence  to  her  :  the 
miffionary  found  her  dretched  on  the  very  fpot,  where 
fhe  faid  the  thing  had  happened  j  fhe  told  him  fhe  was 
fore  fhe  had  but  a  few  minutes  to  live,  and  in  fact  ex¬ 
pired, almoft  as  foon  as  die  had  fin i died  her  confeffion, 
The  rivers  and  great  lakes,  which  never  dry  up, 
are  full  of  caymans  or  crocodiles,  from  ten  to  twelve 
feet  long.  There  are  a  prodigious  number  of  them, 
particularly  in  the  Pilco  Mayo,  the  greatefc  river  in 
Chaco,  where  they  are. called  yacaras.  When  thefe 
jmonders  have  made  a  hearty  meal  of  fifh,  they  come 
on  diore,  and  lie  on  their  backs,  that  the  heat  of  the 
lun  may  help  them  to  digeft  it.  T ho5  their  fcales  are 
very  hard  and  thick  fet,  the  Spaniards  find  means  to 
kill  them  with  their  fire-arms ,  but  the  Indians  have 
a  pretty  fingular  method  of  taking  them  in  the  water. 
They  make  fad  one  end  of  a  rope  to  a  tree,  and  to  the 
other  end  of  the  rope  tie  a  dick  pointed  at  both  ends; 
then,  as  foon  as  they  fpy  a  cayman,  they  throw  the 
dick  into  his  mouth,  which  is  always  open ;  but  as 
the  animal  has  no  tongue,  or  ids  tongue  is  exceeding- 
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ly  frnall,  the  flick,  by  diftending  his  throat,  makes 
w?ay  for  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the  more  the 
cayman  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  it,  the  deeper  it 
enters,  fo  that  he  is  foon  fu [located  *,  the  Indians 
then  pull  him  adhere,  by  means  of  the  rope  to 
which  the  flick  is  fattened. 

Th  e  cayman  has  under  the  paws  of  his  fore-feet 
bags  full  of  a  fubflance,  whofe  lcent  is  fo  very  ftrong, 
that  it  immediately  afeends  to  the  brain  •,  but  when 
dried  in  the  fun,  it  becomes  mild  like  mufk.  The 
female,  they  pretend,  lays  upwards  of  twenty  eggs 
at  a  time,  but  the  male  breaks  a  great  many  of  them 
with  his  claws  •,  and  as  fhe  buries  them  in  the  fand, 
the  rivers,  when  they  overflow,  fweep  away  great 
part  of  what  remain.  It  is  faid,  that  when  the  teeth 
of  this  animal  are  grown  foul  with  the  fifh  he  has  de¬ 
voured,  a  little  fparrow  comes  to  clean  them  ;  but 
that  another  very  often,  as  foon  as  he  fees  the  mon- 
fter  prepare  for  this  operation  by  diftending  his  jaws, 
immediately  rufhes  into  his  ftomach,  in  order  to  prey 
upon  his  entrails.  Allowing  the  fa£l  to  be  true,  how 
does  this  little  invader  get  out  again  ?  Herrera  pre¬ 
tends,  that  the  caymans  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  don’t  at¬ 
tack  men  ;  I  have  however  heard  the  contrary  from 
travellers,  who  related,  as  eye- witneffes,  feveral  tra¬ 
gical  hiftories  in  fupport  of  their  affertions.  Perhaps 
tho’  they  might  have  miftaken  fharks  for  caymans, 
for  it  is  certain  that  this  great  river  fwarms  with 
fharks  much  larger  than  thole  of  other  rivers ;  and 
that  they  he  in  wait  for  the  oxen  that  come  to  drink 
it’s  waters,  feize  them  by  the  muzzle,  and  ftifte 
them. 

In  feme  parts  of  this  country,  there  are  cameleons 
from  Eve  to  fix  feet  long,  that  carry  their  young 
ones  about  with  them,  and  always  keep  their  mouths 
open  on  that  fide  from  whence  the  wind  blows.  They 
ate  a  very  mild  but  very  ftupid  animal.  The  monkeys 
here  are  in  fize  almoft  equal  to  the  human  fpecies, 

C  4  / ,  have 
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have  great  beards,  and  very  long  tails.  They  leream 
in  a  frightful  manner  when  wounded  by  an  arrow, 
pluck  it  cut,  and  hurl  it  back  at  the  aggrelfor. . 
Foxes  are  very  common  in  fome  provinces :  there  are 
fome  near  Buenos  Ayres,  which  greatly  refemble 
hares,  and  whofe  fur  is  very  fine,  and  beautifully  va¬ 
riegated.  Nothing  can  be  prettier  than  this  animal, 
which  is  befides  of  fo  friendly  a  nature,  that  he  comes 
out  of  the  woods  to  fawn  upon  travellers  *,  but  it  is 
proper  to  be  upon  one's  guard  againft  him,  for  when 
you  think  leaft  of  it,  he  difcharges  his  urine,  the 
flench  of  which  is  not  to  be  equalled,  and  which  is 
befides  of  fo  penetrating  a  quality,  that  no  fcowring 
can  get  it  out  of  any  thing  it  falls  upon,fo  that  what¬ 
ever  has  been  once  infedled  by  it,  is  fit  for  nothing 
but  the  fire.  There  are  two  fpecies  of  tatares ,  or 
rackoons  •,  one  fpecies  are  as  tall  as  a  pig  of  fix 
months,  have  in  the  belly  a  kind  of  nacre  or  fhell, 
and  another  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys.  The  two 
fore-paws  ferve  it  for  hands,  and  every  paw  has  five 
fingers.  There  are  likewife  two  fpecies  of  rabbets , 
which  the  Spaniards  call  afercos  \  they  have  little  or 
no  tail,  filver-grey  hair,  and  their  flefh  is  very  deli¬ 
cate  eating.  Another  kind  of  rabbet  has  fo  final! 
a  mouth,  that  a  pifmire  can  fcarce  enter  it. 

Lions  and  tygers  are  everywhere  common,  fince 
the  horned  cattle,  Spanifh  horfes,  and  hogs  have  mul¬ 
tiplied  to  fuch  a  degree.  The  lions  are  much  final- 
ler  and  lefs  fierce  by  a  great. deal  than  thofe  of  Africa, 
but  the  tigers  are  nowhere  larger  or  more  furious* 
The  Indians,  however,  have  difcovered  a  certain 
method  of  driving  away  thefe  animals.  As  they 
are  very  light  and  nimble,  the  minute  they  fpy 
one  making  towards  them,  if  they  have  no  arms  to 
defend  themfelves,  they  hurry  up  into  a  tree  *,  the 
animal,  unable  to  purfue  his  prey,  furveys  him  with 
greedy  eyes  from  the  bottom  of  his  afylum,  and 
would  there  remain,  it  is  probable,  long  enough,  to 

oblige 
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oblige  him  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  or  let  himfelf 
fall  to  the  ground  thro*  weaknefs,  had  it  not  been 
happily  difcovered,  that  this  animal  cannot  bear  the 
fmell  of  human  urine  ;  the  Indian  takes  advantage  of 
this  difcovery,  and  the  tyger  immediately  flies  to  a 
fufficient  diftance,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
making  his  efcape.  Thofe  among  the  Indians,  who 
make  ufe  of  fire-arms,  are  flill  lefs  at  a  lofs  on  thefe 
occaflons,  for  their  aim  is  fo  good,  that  they  have 
often  been  feen  to  fhoot  tygers  dead  while  making  a 
fpring  at  them. 

They  diftinguifh  three  kinds  of  deer  in  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  fome  are  almoft  as  tall  as  an  ox,  and  have 
very  branchy  horns ;  they  are  moft  commonly  to  be 
found  in  marfhy  places.  Others  are  larger  than  goats, 
and  feed  in  the  plains.  The  third  fpecies  are  fcarce 
bigger  than  a  kid  of  fix  months.  There  is  little  or 
no  difference  between  the  fliamoys  of  Paraguay  and 
ours.  The  wildrboars  here  have  the  navel,  or  per¬ 
haps  a  kind  of  vent,  upon  the  back.  Their  flefh  is 
delicate,  and  fo  very  wholefome,  that  the  fick  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  make  ufe  of  it.  The  plains  of  Chaco  are 
covered  with  flocks  of  black,  red,  and  white  goats ; 
but  the  white  are  to  be  met  with  nowhere  but  on  the 
banks  of  the  Pilco  Mayo.  Both  deer  and  fhamoys al¬ 
ways  feed  in  flocks,  like  the  fheep  of  Europe. 

Another  animal,  pretty  common  in  this  part  of 
America,  is  a  kind  of  buffalo,  called  ant  a.  It  is  of 
the  fize  of  an  afs,  which  it  likewife  greatly  refembles 
in  fhape,  all  to  it’s  having  very  fhort  ears  But  what 
ferves  mofl  to  diftinguifh  this  animal,  is  a  kind  of 
trunk,  which  he  extends  and  contradls  at  plea- 
fure,  and  by  which,  it  is  thought,  he  likewife 
breathes.  Each  of  his  feet  has  three  nails,  to  which 
they  afcribe  a  fovereign  virtue  againft  all  manner 
of  poifons,  efpecially  to  thofe  of  the  left  fore -foot, 
upon  which  he  lies  down  as  often  as  he  finds  himfelf 

indif- 
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indifpofed  *.  He  makes  ule  of  his  two  fore-feet  in 
the  fame  manner  with  monkeys  and  beavers,  and 
with  equal  facility.  In  his  belly  are  found  bezoard- 
flones,  which  are  held  in  great  efleem.  In  the  day¬ 
time  he  brouzes  upon  the  grafs,  and  by  night  eats 
a  kind  of  clay  which  he  finds  in  the  marfhes,  v/here 
he  retires  at  fun-fet.  The  hefh  of  this  animal  is 
very  wholefome,  and  differs  from  beef  in  nothing  but 
being  more  light  and  delicate.  His  fkin  is  fo  flout, 
that  when  well  dried,  they  pretend  it  is  mufket 
Ihot  proof;  for  which  reafon  the  Spaniards,  when 
they  can  get  any,  make  fkull-caps  and  cuiraffes  of  it. 
They  hunt  the  anta  in  the  night-time,  and  it  is  an 
exercife  attended  with  very  little  trouble.  The 
huntfmen  repair  to  the  places  where  thefe  animals 
generally  alfemble  together  at  night-fall,  and  on  their 
approach  iffue  out  to  meet  them  with  lighted  torches, 
which  fo  dazzle  and  flagger  the  poor  creatures,  that 
they  tumble  one  over  another  to  the  ground.  The 
huntfmen  then  fire  upon  them,  and  feldom  mifs  a 
ihot;  fo  that  at  the  return  of  day,  they  are  fure  to 
find  great  numbers  of  them  dead  or  grievoufly 
wounded. 

All  kinds  of  volatiles  fwarm  in  almofl  every  part 
of  this  country,  and  of  geefe  alone  they  reckon  in  it 
fix  different  fpecies.  The  ravens  here  are  white  ; 
the  fparrows  of  a  gold  colour  and  the  patridges  as 
large  as  hens,  and  in  fuch  plenty,  efpecially  in  the 
vafl  plains  that  lie  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  Tucu- 
man,  that  travellers  take  them,  like  fif h,  with  a  line, 
.  without  being  obliged  to  alight  from  their  horfes  or 
carriages.  Oftriches  and  fea-wolves  are  likewife  very 
common  in  fome  places.  Among  the  fifh  found  in 

the 

*  Memoires  de  Trevoux,  O&ober,  1751,  page  2194.  It  is 
not  laid  that  this  animal  is  fubjeft  to  the  epiiepfy,  or  that  he 
cures  himfelf  when  attacked  by  it,  by  rubbing  his  ear  with  his 
left  hoof,  as  it  is  fai<f  the  original  or  elk  of  Canada  does,  whom 
the  anta  greatly  refembles  in  other  refpe&s. 
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the  rivers  and  lakes,  there  is  one  which  differs  in 
nothing  from  a  hog,  but  that  it  has  no  teeth ;  and  a 
water-dog  or  cards.  aquaticiiSy  which  barks  like  the 
land  dogs  of  Europe.  A  miffionary  one  day  fpyed 
one  of  thefe  animals,  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  where 
having  been  wounded  with  an  arrow,  he  fell  a  bark- 
ing  with  all  his  might,  kill  feveral  others  immediate¬ 
ly  came  to  his  affiltance,  and  tranfported  him  to  the 
oppofite  fhore. 

g  Su  c  h  is  in  general  this  great  country,  efteem- 
l  ed  by  numbers  of  people  one  of  the  richeft 
in  the  New  World.  It  was  firft  difcovered  in  15 1 6, 
by  John  de  Solis,  great  pilot  of  Caftile,  and  that  by 
mere  accident.  Solis  had  failed  from  Spain  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  difcovery  of  Brazil,  begun  in  the  year  1 500, 
by  Vincent  Yannes  'Pinfon,  who  had  accompanied 
Columbus  in  his  firft  voyage,  and  two  months  before 
the  Portuguefe  had  the  leaf!:  knowledge  of  it.  The 
firft  of  January,  1516,  he  entered  a  port  formed 
by  the  difcharge  of  a  river,  which  he  called  Rio  Ge¬ 
nera  *,  and  took  poffeffion  of  it  for  the  Crown  of 
Caftile,  as  Pinfon  had  done  fixteen  years  before,  at 
Cape  St  Augnftin,  which  he  called  the  Cape  of  Con- 
jo]  ation.  Solis  then  continued  to  range  the  coaft, 
and  on  turning  it  to  the  right,  found  himfelf  in  a 
bay  at  the  mouth  of  a  great  river,  to  which  he  gave 
his  name  ♦,  but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  venture 
his  veffel  a  great  way  up  it,  as  he  found  it  to  be  full 
of  rocks,  fhoals,  and  fand-banks  •,  being  loth  how¬ 
ever  to  return  home  without  fome  knowledge  of  the 
river,  he  fet  out  in  his  long-boat,  and  after  ranging  for 
fome  time  the  weftern  coaft,  difcovered  fome  Indians, 
who  feemed  to  invite  him  afhore*,  by  laying  at  their 
feet  everything  they  had,  and,  as  it  were,  to  offer  them 
to  him. 

Deceived 


*  That  is  to  fhy,  January  River.  The  Portuguefe  call  it  Rt§ 
Janeyrcy  which  fignifies  the  fame  thing  in  their  language. 
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Dec  e  I've  d  by  thefe  ambiguous  demonftra- 
tions,  he  landed  without  any  precaution,  and 
with  very  few  men,  tho’  refolved,  it  is  faid,  to  carry 
off  fome  of  the  natives,  and  bring  them  to  Spain  with 
him.  He  did  not  even  confider,  that,  in  proportion 
as  he  advanced,  thefe  barbarians  retired  towards  a 
wood,  where  they  at  laft  buried  themfelves,  and  he 
followed  them  alone  in  a  manner.  But  he  had  fcarce 
entered  it,  when  a  volley  of  arrows,  difcharged  by  peo¬ 
ple  he  could  not  fee,  killed  him  and  all  his  attendants. 
The  Indians  then  made  a  great  fire  without  the  wood, 
and  ftripping  the  dead  carcaffes,  roafted  and  eat  them 
in  fight  of  thofe  who  had  remained  in  the  boat,  or 
had  taken  refuge  in  it,  and  who  had  now  no  other 
courfe  to  take  but  to  return  to  Spain.  Such  was  the 
xniferable  end  of  a  man  who  paffed  for  one  of  the 
ableft  navigators  of  his  time  *,  but  who,  according  to 
Herrera,  was  not  endowed  with  all  the  prudence  re- 
quifite  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  an  enterprife  like  that 
he  was  charged  with. 

^  The  fate  of  fome  Portuguese,  who  a  few 

I5I  2 5*  years  after  penetrated  into  Paraguay  by 
way  of  Brazil,  was  equally  lamentable.  On  the  reports, 
that  now  began  to  fill  Europe,  of  the  immenfe  riches 
found  by  the  Spaniards  in  Peru,  Don  Martin  de  So¬ 
fa,  Governor  and  Captain-General  of  Brazil,  refolved, 
if  poflible,  to  lhare  their  good  fortune  with  them, 
and  difpatched  Alexis  de  Garcia,  a  man  on  whofe 
courage,  good  fenfe,  and  fidelity,  he  could  rely,  on  a 
journey  over  land  to  that  diftant  country,  in  order 
to  procure  the  intelligence  requifite  for  putting  his 
defign  in  execution.  Garcia  took  no  company  with 
him  but  his  fon,  and  three  other  Portugueze,  with 
whom  however  he  reached  the  Paraguay.  Here  he 
met  a  great  number  of  Indians,  and  engaged,  it  is 
laid,  a  thoufand  of  them  to  follow  him  •,  he  then 
croffed  the  river,  and  penetrated  to  the  frontiers  of 
Peru,  where  he  pickt  up  fome  gold,  and  a  great 

deal 
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deal  of  filver.  On  his  return  therefore  to  that  part 
of  the  Paraguay,  where  the  Indians  had  joined  him,  he 
formed  a  defign  of  making  a  fettlement  there, 
for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  his  countrymen  as  might 
be  willing  to  take  advantage  of  his  difcoveries; 
and  with  this  view  he  fent  off  two  of  his  fellow-ad¬ 
venturers  with  difpatches  to  the  Governor  of  Brazil, 
fome  ingots  of  gold  and  filver,  an  account  of 
his  journey,  and  the  plan  he  had  formed,  re¬ 
maining  himfelf  among  the  Indians,  with  his  fon 
who  was  very  young,  and ,  another  Portugueze  •, 
but  his  meffengers  were  fcarce  fet  out,  when  the  In^ 
dians  maffacred  him  and  his  companion,  made  his 
fon  a  Have,  and  took  poffeffion  of  all  his  treafure. 
Nor  had  about  60  Portugueze,  and  a  very  large  party 
of  Brazilians,  who  on  the  receipt  of  Garcia’s  letters  fet 
out  to  join  him,  under  the  command  of  George  Se- 
denno,  any  better  fuccefs.  The  Indians  on  the  road 
not  only  refufed  to  affift  them  with  provifions,  but 
did  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  cut  off  their  re¬ 
treat,  and  accordingly  fell  upon  them  one  day  fo  un¬ 
expectedly  from  behind  the  woods,  that  after  lofmg 
their  commander,  and  feveral  men,  they  were  oblig’d 
to  fiy  precipitately  towards  the  Parana,  where  to  their 
great  joy  they  met  with  fome  Indians  who  offered  to 
ferry  them  over  to  the  other  fide,  beyond  the  reach 
of  their  purfuers.  But  the  pirogues  were  fcarce  half 
way  over,  when  their  treacherous  conductors,  who 
could  fwim  like  fifties,  leaped  over  board,  after  open¬ 
ing  fome  holes,  which  they  had  ftopt  fo  artfully  that 
the  Portugueze  had  not  before  perceived  them  ;  fo 
that  of  thefe  unhappy  adventurers,  not  one  man 
efcaped  to  relate  the  misfortune  of  the  reft. 

7  r  One  would  imagine,  that  neither  the  Spa- 
-  “D’  niards  nor  the  Portugueze  could  have  any 
temptation  to  fettle  in  a  country,  of  which  they  had 
no  knowledge,  but  what  was  acquired  by  fuch  tra¬ 
gical  events ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  they  ffrft  thoyight 

of 
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of  nothing  lefs  than  making  any.  ufe  of  Solis’s  difeo- 
very,  when  they  received  fome  news  which  filled 
them  with  hopes,  tho’  built  on  very  fiender  founda¬ 
tions,  of  drawing  greater  riches  out  of  Paraguay  than 
any  other  part  of  America.  Sebaftian  Gabot,  or  Ga- 
bato,  a  Venetian,  who  in  1496  difcovered  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  part  of  the  adjacent  continent,  for  Hen¬ 
ry  VII,  finding  himfelf  neglected  by  the  Englifh,  at 
that  time  too  much  taken  up  with  domeftic  affairs, 
to  think  of  any  eftablifhments  in  the  New  World, 
paffed  over  into  Spain,  where  the  reputation  he  had 
acquired  of  being  a  very  able  navigator  *,  procured 
him  the  poll  of  great  Pilot  of  Caftile.  The  famous 
fhip,  called  the  Viftory,  the  only  veffel  of  Magellan’s 
fquadron  which  returned  to  Spain,  and  the  firft  which 
failed  round  the  world,  had  lately  brought  home  fpi- 
ces  and  other  precious  commodities  from  the  Mo¬ 
lucca  Hands,  and  this  fuccefs  induced  fome  mer¬ 
chants  of  Seville  to  engage  Gabot  to  attempt  the 
fame  voyage  with,  a  fleet,  which  they  refolved  to  fit 
out  at  their  own  expence.  As  Gabot  however 
did  not  chufe  to  aft  merely  as  a  fervant  to  a  trad¬ 
ing  company,  he  thought  proper  to  provide  himfelf 
with  a  com  million  from  the  Emperor,  and  having 
repaired  to  Madrid  for  that  purpofe,  he  there  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  Charles  V,  and  it  was  figned  the 
4th  of  March  1525. 

'  _  Th  e  fubftance  of  it  was  -f,  that  Gabot 
I525*  fhould  have  the  command  of  a  fquadron  of 
four  fhips,  in  quality  of  Captain-General,  and  that 
Martin  Mendez,  who  had  been  treafurer  to.  Magel¬ 
lan’s  fquadron,  and  came  home  on  board  the  Vido- 
ry,  fhould  ferve  under  him  as  Lieutenant ;  that  he 
fhould  fail  thro’  the  newly  difcovered  Streights,  then 
crofs  the  South-Sea  to  the  Molucca  Elands,  and  from 
thence  proceed  on  the  difcovery  of 1 Tharjis ,  Ophir ,  and 
Cipango ,  which  were  then  thought  to  be  the  iflands 

of 

*  Herrera,  third  Decad,  Book  ix*  Chap.  3. 

•f-  Herrera,  ibid. 
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of  Japan;  that  he  flhould  there  load  his  fhips  with 
gold,  filver,  and  the  other  mod  precious  commodities 
the  country  afforded.  It  was  himfelf  that  propofed  this 
expedition  to  the  Emperor;  but  whatever  affurance 
he  expreffed  of  being  able  to  make  good  fuch  migh¬ 
ty  promifes,  the  merchants  of  Seville  already  began 
to  repent  the  choice  they  had  made  of  him,  efpecial- 
ly  as  they  foon  difcerned  the  feeds  of  a  mifunder- 
flanding  between  him  and  Mendez,  on  whom  they 
chiefly  depended  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage.  They 
even  ordered  their  agent  at  Court  to  befeech  the 
Emperor  to  name  another  commander,  in  cafe  his 
Majefty  thought  the  fquadron  might  ftay  long- 
enough  to  receive  one. 

This  application  proved  ineffectual,  and  Gabot 
put  to  fea  the  firft  of  April  1526,  after  re -inforcing 
his  fquadron  with  a  fifth  veffel,  which  a  private  ad¬ 
venturer  had  freighted  at  his  own  expence.  Herrera 
fays,  that  during  this  voyage  he  did  not  behave  either 
as  an  able  captain,  or  a  fkilful  mariner ;  that  for  want 
of  oeconomy  he  foon  fell  fhort  of  provifions ;  that  he 
kept  no  meafures  with  thofe  who  had  not  the  good 
fortune  to  be  agreeable  to  him ;  that  on  his  arrival* 
without  any  provifions,  at  the  Ifland  of  Geefe  *,  a 
little  way  from  Cape  St  Auguftin  in  Brazil,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  received  him  kindly,  and  reviCtu  ailed  his 
fhips,  and  that  he  repaid  their  good  offices  with  the 
blackefi  ingratitude,  by  carrying  off,  in  fpite  of  their 
parents,  fome  children  of  the  firfi:  families  on  the 
ifland.  In  fhort,  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  entrance 
of  the  bay,  into  which  the  river  then  called  Rio  clt 
Solis  difcharges  itfelf,  he  refolved  not  to  proceed  any 
further,  as  well  becaufe  he  had  not  provifions  enough 
to  carry  him  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  as 
beqaufe  the  crews  of  his  fhips  began  to  mutiny ;  and 
that  after  turning  adrift  on  a  defer t  ifland  Martin 
Mendez,  Francis  dd  Rojas,  and  Michael  de  Rodas* 
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who  blamed  his  condudt  in  very  free  terms,  he  re- 
folved  to  take  an  exadl  furvey  of  the  bay  in  which 
he  then  found  himfelf. 

t 

I  fay  the  bay,  becaufe  feveral  people  think,  that  the 
mouth  of  the  river  ought  not  to  be  brought  fo  low  as 
Cape  St  Mary ,  where  the  land  begins  to  take  a  turn 
from  South- Weft  to  Weft,  and  at  Cape  St  Anthony, 
diftant  from  the  former  forty-live  common  leagues 
of  Spain,  or  the  whole  breadth  of  the  bay’s  entrance ; 
but  that  we  ought  to  abide  by  the  opinion  of  thofe, 
who  place  it  at  la  Puerta  de  la  Piedra ,  oppofite  to 
Monte  Video ,  more  than  fifty  leagues  from  Cape  St 
Anthony.  I  fhall  not,  however,  quarrel  with  the 
Spanifh  Geographers,  who  infill  that  Rio  de  la  Plata 
is  almoft  fifty  leagues  broad  at  it’s  mouth.  It  cannot 
be  denied  that  this  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  the 
known  world  ^  but  there  are  very  few  which  it  is 
harder  for  fhips  to  enter,  or  where  they  are  expofed 
to  greater  dangers,  or  more  frequently  loft ;  for 
which  reafon  the  failors  call  it  the  Hell  of  Mariners . 
But  to  make  amends  for  thefe  dangers,  it  abounds  in 
fifh,  efpecially  the  gold-fifh,  v/hich  is  caught  in  great' 
plenty  on  the  fand-banks,  with  which  it’s  bottom  is 
covered,  and  which  form  the  principal  danger.  As 
foon  as  the  water  begins  to  grow  fweet,  it  appears 
excellent ;  at  firft,  indeed,  if  not  ufed  with  great  mo¬ 
deration,  it  is  apt  to  bring  on  cholicks,  laxes,  and 
fometimes  even  bloody- fluxes  ;  but  in  lefs  than  a 
month  people  accuftom  themfelves  to  it,  fo  as  to  have 
no  more  to  fear  from  it.  Befides  being  very  whole- 
fome,  it  has  the  very  Angular  property  of  clearing 
the  voice  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  one  may  immediately 
diftinguifh  thofe  who  have  conftantly  made  ufe  of  it ; 
but  this  advantage  is  loft  little  by  little,  by  thofe  who 
leave  it  off.  Some  memoirs  attribute  the  fame  qua¬ 
lity  to  the  Uruguay  and  moft  of  the  rivers  that  fall 
into  it.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  probable  that  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata  derives  this  virtue  from  the  Uruguay  \  but, 
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to  be  fare  of  it,  we  fhould  know  whether  the  firft 
of  thefe  rivers  pofiefles  this  virtue  above  the  place 
where  both  unite  ;  a  point,  about  which  my  memoirs 
are  quite  filent* 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Gabot  eafily  overcame  all  thefe 
difficulties,  and  arrived  in  fafetv  at  fome  ifiands,  the 
higheft  of  them  a  little  above  Buenos  Ayres,  which 
he  called  the  ijlrnds  of  faint  Gabriel.  The  fir  ft  he 
fell  in  with  is  about  a  league  round,  and  afforded 
him  good  anchoring  ground.  Here  he  left  his  fhips; 
and,  taking  to  his  boats,  entered  the  channel  between 
the  ifiands  and  the  continent  to  the  right,  and  then 
the  Uruguay,  which  he  miftook  for  the  Paraguay,  as 
the  Paraguay,  befides  its  not  being  as  broad  as  the 
Uruguay  at  their  junction,  was  hid  from  him  by 
the  ifiands  of  St.  Gabriel  to  his  left.  Meeting  with  a 
liptle  river  on  the  right,  he  called  it  Rio  de  fan  Salva¬ 
dor?  built  a  fmall  fort  on  the  banks  of  it,  and  then 
detached  fome  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  John 
Alvarez  Ramon,  up  the  river,  which  he  ftill  took 
for  the  true  Rio  de  Solis. 

Ramon,  after  three  days  navigation,  having  the 
misfortune  to  run  aground  on  a  fand  bank,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians,  with  fome  of  his  people  •,  the 
reft  efcaped  by  fwimming,  and  made  the  heft  of 
their  way  back  to  Gabot,  whom  fo  melancholy  an 
accident  determined  to  return  to  the  ifiands  of  St. 
Gabriel. 

Having  by  this  time  difcovefed  his  miftake,  he 
failed  about  thirty  leagues  up  the  Paraguay,  and  built 
a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  a  river  illume  from  the  rnoun- 
tains  of  Tucuman,  whofe  Indian  nam zZacaranna  has 
been  changed  by  the  Spaniards  into  that  of  Rio 
Fercero.  This  fort  he  called  the  fort  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  \  but  it  is  better  known  in  the  accounts  of  his 
voyages,  by  that  of  Gabofs  Fort.  After  leaving  a 
garrifon  in  this  fort,  he  proceeded  up  the  river  to 
the  confluence  of  the  Paraguay  and  the  Parana,  then, 
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finding  himfelf  between  two  large  rivers,  he  entered 
that  which  appeared  the  broadeit ;  which,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  is  the  Parana  *,  but,  on  rinding  it 
turn  to  the  call,  he  returned  to  the  confluence  for 
fear  of  advancing  too  far  into  Brazil,  and  failed  up 
the  Paraguay,  where  fome  Indians  foon  attacked 
him,  killed  five  and  twenty  of  his  men,  and  took 
three  prifoners  ;  but  he  foon  made  them  fmart  for 
it,  by  killing  a  much  greater  number  of  theirs. 
Thefe  Indians  were  probably  the  fame  with  thole  who 
had  killed  Alexis  Garcia  •,  for  we  are  told  that  Gabot 
recovered,  by  this  blow,  a  great  part  of  the  effects 
taken  from  the  Porttigueze.  As  he  knew  nothing 
of  Garcia’s  defeat,  he  looked  upon  all  the  gold 
and  filver  he  took  on  this  occafion,  as  the  produce 
of  the  mines  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  no  longer 
doubted  of  it,  when  fome  Indians,  whom  the  terror 
of  his  arms,  or  the  courteoulhefs  of  his  behaviour,  had 
engaged  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  him,  not  only 
fupplied  him  with  plenty  of  provifions,  but  likewiie 
gave  him  bars  of  filver  in  exchange  for  Spanifh  goods 
of  very  little  value.  Pie,  therefore,  made  no  fcru- 
ple  of  bellowing  the  pompous  name  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata  on  the  Paraguay  ;  a  name,  which  has  proved 
a  fource  of  miftakes  to  thofe  who  did  not  know  the 
true  origin  of  it. 

Just  as  Gabot  was  preparing  to  return  to  his 
ihips  with  the  treafure  he  had  am  ailed,  there  arri¬ 
ved  in  his  camp  a  Portugueze  captain,  called  Biego 
Garcias ,  who  had  been  lent  by  the  captain- general 
of  Brazil,  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  take  pof- 
fefllon  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  crown  of  Portugal. 

As  Garcias,  on  the  one  hand,  was  not  llrong 
enough  to  execute  his  commiffion  in  fpite  of  the 
Spaniards,  whom  he  did  not  exped  to  meet  in  fuch 
numbers  on  the  banks  of  the  Paraguay  ;  fo  Gabot, 
on  the  other,  refleding  that  he  himfelf  was  too 
weak  to  prevent  the  Portuguefe  making  themfelves 
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mafters  of  the  country,  in  cafe  they  returned  with 
fuperior  forces,  as  they  eafily  might,  thought  the 
beft  thing  he  could  do,  would  be  to  engage  Garcias 
by  p relents,  to  follow  him  to  the  fort  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  from  whence,  after  feme  days  flay,  Garcias 
fet  out  for  Brazil. 

Gabot  now  finding  his  prefence  neceffary  in  Pa¬ 
raguay,  inflead  of  returning  to  Spain,  as  he  at  firfl 
propofed,  lent  off  Fernand  Calderon,  whom  he  had 
appointed  treafurer  to  his  fleet  in  the  room  of 
Mendez,  with  all  the  filver  he  had  colledled,  and  a 
letter  for  the  Emperor,  giving  an  account  of  every 
thing  he  had  feen  and  done  *,  pointing  out  the  pro- 
perefl  meafures  for  fecuring  the  country  to  the  crown 
of  Caflile  ;  and  befeeching  his  Majefly  to  fend  him 
fufficient  fuccours  for  that  purpofe. 

Calderon  and  another  captain,  called  George 
Barloque,  whom  Gabot  had  joined  in  commiffion 
with  him,  reached  Spain  by  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1537,  and  met  with  a  very  favourable  reception 
from  the  Emperor.  The  fight  of  the  filver  they 
brought  with  them,  being,  it  is  faid,  the  firfl  brought 
from  America  to  Spain,  dazzled  him  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  he  not  only  approved  of  every  thing  Ga¬ 
bot  hadvdone,  and  granted  him  all  his  requefls,  but 
ordered  a  grand  armament  to  be  made  for  that  coun¬ 
try,  at  his  chvn  expence.  Two  years,  however,  hav¬ 
ing  elapfed  without  Gabors  hearing  any  thing  of 
thefe  his  good  difpofitions,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
return  to  Spain,  left  -any  longer  delay  might  give 
the  Portugueze  a  defire,  and  afford  them  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  return  to  Paraguay.  Having,  therefore, 
named  Nuno  de  Lara  to  the  government  of  the  fort 
of  the  Eloly  Ghoft,  during  his  abfence,  and  left  him 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  all  the  provifions 
he  could  amafs,  he  fet  out  to  join  his  fquadron,  and 
immediately  put  to  lea. 
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La*  a,  on  his  fide,  feeing  himfelf  furrounded  by 
nations,  from  whom  he  could  expedl  no  refpect  but 
in  proportion  as  he  could  command  it,  thought  the 
belt  thing  he  could  do,  would  be  to  gain  over  thofe 
neareft  to  him,  which  were  the  cTimbuez  *,  and  he 
fucceeded  pretty  well  in  the  attempt.  But  his  fuc- 
cefs  foon  proved  fatal  to  him,  in  a  manner  he  little 
dreamed  of.  Mangora,  Cacique  of  the  Timbuez, 
happening,  in  one  of  the  frequent  vifitshe  paid  Lara, 
to  fee  Lucy  Miranda,  a  Spanifh  lady,  and  wife  of 
Sebafiian  Hurtado,  one  of  the  principal  officers  of 
the  fort,  became  deeply  enamoured  with  her.  It 
was  not  long  before  fne  perceived  it  ;  and,  knowing 
what  fhe  had  to  fear  from  a  Barbarian,  with  whom 
it  was  fo  much  the  commander’s  intereft  to  live  upon 
good  terms,  fhe  did  all  that  lay  in  her  power  not  to 
be  feen  any  more  by  him,  and  to  guard  again  ft  any 
violence  or  furprize.  Mangora,  on  his  fide,  think¬ 
ing  that  if  he  could  but  get  her  to  his  habitation,  he 
might  difpofe  of  her  as  he  pleafed,  often  invited 
Hurtado  to  come  and  fee  him,  and  bring  his  wife 
along  with  him.  But  Hurtado  as  often  begged  to  be 
excufed,  alledging  that  he  could  not  abfent  himfelf 
from  the  fort,  without  the  commander’s  leave  ;  and 
that  he  was  fure  he  fhould  never  be  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  it. 

Such  an  anfwer  as  this  was  enough  to  let  the  Caci- 
que  fee,  that,  to  fucceed  in  his  defigns  upon  the  wife, 
he  mu  ft  firft  get  rid  of  the  hufband.  While  he  was, 
therefore,  considering  ways  and  means  to  do  it, 
he  got  intelligence,  that  the  hufband  had  been 
detached  with  another  officer,  called  Ruiz  Mofchera, 
and  fifty  foldiers,  to  collect  provifions.  Looking 
upon  this,  therefore,  as  a  favourable  opportunity, 
j] nee  it  not  only  removed  the  hufband,  but  weakened 
the  garrifon,  by  which  the  wife  might  expect  to  be 
protected,  he  polled  four  thousand  picked  men 
in  a  marffi  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fort,  and 
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let  out  for  it,  with  thirty  others  loaded  with  re¬ 
freshments.  On  his  arrival  at  the  gates  of  it,  he  fent 
word  to  Lara,  that,  hearing  how  much  he  was  in 
want  of  provifions,  he  was  come  with  enough  to 
ferve  him,  till  the  return  of  the  convoy.  Lara  re¬ 
ceived  the  treacherous  Cacique  with  the  greatefl  de- 
monftrations  of  gratitude,  and  infilled  upon  enter¬ 
taining  him  and  his  followers.  This  was  what  Man- 
gora  had  expected  ;  and,  he  had,  accordingly,  given 
his  men  inftructions  how  to  behave,  and  appointed  fig- 
nals  for  thofe  he  had  polled  in  the  marfh. 

The  entertainment  began  with  a  great 
In27'3°*  c]ea!  0f  cheerfulnefs  on  both  fides,  and 
failed  till  the  night  was  far  advanced  ;  when,  the 
Spaniards  rifing  to  break  up,  Mangora  gave  fome 
of  his  attendants  the  fignal  for  doing  what  he  had 
before-hand  directed  ;  which  was  to  fet  fire  to  the 
magazines  of  the  fort,  as  foon  as  the  Spaniards  fliould 
be  retired.  This  was  accordingly  done,  without  the 
Spaniards  having  the  leaft  iuipicion  of  the  matter. 
The  officers  were  fcarce  com  poled  to  reft,  when 
moil  of  them  being  alarmed  by  the  fokiiers  crying 
out  fire !  fire  !  and  jumping  out  of  bed  to  extinguish 
it,  the  Indians  feized  the  opportunity  of  dilpatching 
them.  The  reft  were  killed  in  their  lleep f  and  -the 
four  thouiand  men  polled  in  the  marfh,  having 
been  at  the  fame  time  let  into  the  fort,  it  was  imme¬ 
diately  filled  with  Daughter  and  confufion,  The 
governor,  though  wounded,  having  efpied  the  trea¬ 
cherous  Cacique,  made  up  to  him,  and  ran  him 
through  the  body  ;  but,  being  more  intent  upon  fa¬ 
ns  lying  his  revenge,  than  confuting  his  fafety,  he 
continued  fo  long  venting  his  now  ufeids  fury  on  the 
dead  body  of  his  enemy,  that  the  Indians  had  time 
to  intercept  his  flight }  and  immediately  qlilpatched 
him. 

There  now  remained  no  livins:  foul  in  the  fort, 
but  the  unfortunate  Miranda,  the  innocent  caufe  of 
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fo  bloody  a  tragedy,  four  other  women,  and  as  many 
little  children,  who  were  all  tied  and  brought  before 
Siripa,  brother  and  fucceffor  to  the  late  Cacique. 
This  Barbarian,  at  the  fight  of  Miranda,  conceived  the 
fame  paflion  for  her,  that  had  proved  fo  fatal  to  his 
brother,  and  ordered  her  to  be  unbound,  relinquifh- 
ing  to  his  attendants  all  the  other  prifoners.  He 
then  told  her,  that  £he  mu  ft  not  confider  herfelf 
as  a  flave  in  his  houfe  ;  and  that  it  would  even  be 
her  own  fault,  if  fhe  did  not  become  the  miftrefs  of 
it  *,  and  that  he  hoped  fhe  had  fenfe  enough  to  pre¬ 
fer  to  an  indigent  forlorn  hufband,  the  head  of  a  pow¬ 
erful  nation,  who  would  take  pleafure  in  fubmitting 
to  her,  himfelf  and  all  his  fubjedts.  Miranda  might 
well  expedt,  that,  by  refilling  his  offers,  fhe  fhould 
expofe  herfelf,  at  bell:,  to  a  perpetual  and  moft  cruel 
flavery  ;  but  her  virtue  got  the  better  of  every  other 
confideration.  She  even  gave  Siripa  the  anfwer  fhe 
thought  was  moft  likely  to  exafperate  him,  in  hopes 
his  love  might  change  into  fury  ;  and  a  fpeedy  death 
put  her  innocence  and  honour  beyond  the  reach  of 
his  brutal  inclinations. 

But  in  this  fhe  was  greatly  miftaken.  Her  refufals 
ferved  only  to  increafe  the  efteem,  Siripa  had  con¬ 
ceived  for  her,  and  heighten  his  paffion,  which  he 
ftill  flattered  himfelf  he  ihould  be  at  laft  able  to  fa- 
tisfy.  He  continued,  therefore,  to  treat  her  with  a 
great  deal  of  lenity,  and  even  fhewed  her  more  ci¬ 
vility  and  refpedt,  than  could  be  well  expedted  from 
a  Barbarian.  But  his  moderation  and  gentlenefs  fer¬ 
ved  only  to  make  her  more  fenfible  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  fhe  was  expofed  to.  In  the  mean  time,  Hurtado, 
being  returned  with  his  convoy,  was  greatly  furpri- 
zed  to  behold  nothing  but  a  heap  of  allies,  where  he 
had  left  Gabot’s  tower.  The  firft  thing  he  did  was 
to  enquire  what  was  become  of  his  wife  ;  and,  being 
informed  fhe  was  with  the  Cacique  of  the  Timbuez, 
he  immediately  fet  out  to  look  for  her,  without  con- 
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iidering  what  clangers  he  thereby  fruitlefsly  expoied 
himfelf  to.  Siripa,  at  the  fight  of  a  man,  who  was 
the  foie  object  of  all  Miranda’s  affections,  could  no 
longer  contain  himfelf,  but  ordered  him  to  be  tied 
to  a  tree,  and  there  fhot  to  death  with  arrows. 

His  attendants  were  preparing  to  obey  him,  when 
Miranda,  drowned  in  tears,  threw  herfelf  at  the  ty¬ 
rant’s  feet,  to  obtain  the  life  of  her  hulband  ;  and, 
.fuch  is  the  power  of  a  paffionate  affebtion,  it  calmed 
the  violent  ftorm,  which  it  had  but  a  little  before 
excited  in  the  heart  of  a  Barbarian.  Hurtado  was 
unbound  ;  he  was  even,  fometimes,  permitted  to  fee 
his  wife.  But  the  Cacique,  at  the  fame  time  he  thus 
indulged  them,*  gave'  them  to  underhand,  that  they 
muff  not,  on  pain  of  death,  attempt  to  go  any  fur¬ 
ther  lengths.  It  is,  therefore,  probable,  he  only  meant 
this  indulgence  as  a  fnare  to  obtain  a  pretext  for 
recalling  the  conditional  reprieve  he  had  granted 
Hurtado,  who  foon  fupplied  him  with  one.  A  few 
days  after,  Siripa’s  wife  came  to  inform  him,  that 
Miranda  was  lain  down  with  her  hufband  i  the  Bar¬ 
barian  immediately  ran  to  examine'  the  truth  of  the 
report  with  his  own.  eyes  ;  and,  in  the  firft emotion  of 
his  paffion,  more  to  the  fatisfablion  of  his  wife’s  jea- 
lofuy,  than  his  own,  he  condemned  Miranda  to  the 
flames,  and  Hurtado  to  the  kind  of  death  he  had  but 
lately  pfcaped.  The  lenience  was!  immediately  exe¬ 
cuted,  and  this  faithful  pair  expired  in  fight  of  each 
other,  full  of  fentiments  worthy  of  their  virtues. 

In  the  mean  time  Mofchera  had  made 
153°  35‘  fome  reparations  at  Gabot’s  fort.  But, 
finding  at  laft,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  continue 
there,  as  the  animofity  between  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians  was  now  become  irreconcileable,  on  account 
of  the  treachery  of  the  latter,  he  embarked  with  the 
poor  remnant  of  his  garrifon,  on  board  a  little  velfel, 
which  Gabot  had  left  behind  him  *,  and,  after  falling 
down  the  river  to  the  fea,  ranged  the  coal!  to  the  $2d 
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degree  of  South  latitude,  where,  having  difcovered  a 
convenient  port,  he  built  a  little  fort  on  its  banks, 
and,  finding  the  inhabitants  difpofed  to  live  in  friend- 
fhip  with  him,  lowed  a  fmall  tradt  of  land.  But 
he  had  not  been  there  Ions;,  when  the  governor  of 
Brazil  font  to  inform  him,  that,  if  he  expedled  to  re¬ 
main  in  quiet  pofleilionof  his  eftablifhments,  he  mu  ft 
confect  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king  of 
Portugal,  to  whom  all  the  country  belonged.  To  this 
fummons  Mofchera  anfwered,  that  he  was  refolved 
to  maintain  his  ground,  till  their  refpeftive  mailers  f 
had  agreed  upon  a  partition  of  the  Indies,  He  was, 
however,  very  little  able  to  keep  his  word,  for  want 
of  anus  and  provi lions.  But  a  French  fhip  having 
foon  after  call  anchor  at  the  little  Hand  of  Ca- 
naanee,  opposite  his  fort,  he  furprized  her,  and  by 
that  means  fupplied  himfelf  with  both.  Fie  then 
erefied  a  little  battery,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon 
he  found  on  board  his  prize  ;  and,  the  Portiiguefe 
being  come  foon  after  to  attack  him,  to  the  amount 
of  8o  men,  fupportecl  by  an  army  of  Brazilians,  he, 
after  letting  them  land,  and  even  pafs  unm defied 
through  a  wood,  gave  them  fo  warm  a  falute  in 

o  t  o 

front,  while  a  detachment,  placed  in  the  fame  wood, 
attacked  them  in  the  roar,  that  they  immediately 
difperfed  ;  and  all  thole,  who,  after  being  fpared  by 
the  cannon,  had  got  fayed  themfelyes  by  flight,  were 
put  to  the  (word.  Mofchera,  not  fatisned  with  this 
advantage,  embarked  with  part  of  his  men,  and 
a  great  number  of  Indians,  on  board  the  vcfiels  that 
had  broiiP'ht  the  Portiiguefe,  and  fell  upon  the  town 
of  St.  Vincent,  where  he  plundered  the  king's  ma-  ■ 
gazines.  Fie  foon  perceived,  however,  that  thefe 
iuecefles,  inftead  of  ferving  to .  fxrengthen  his  efta- 
blifhmenr,  tended  only  to  the  ruin  of  it,  by  making 
it  an  obi  eft  fo  much  the  more  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  crown  ot  Portugal.  He,  therefore,  very 
judicioufly  removed  his  colony  to  the  ifland  of  St. 

Catha- 
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Catharine,  where  he  flattered  himfelf  the  Pcrtuguefe 
would  not  be  in  luch  hafte  to  purfue  him.  Yet  Jie 
made  no  long  ftay  here. 

The  court  of  Spain  had  not,  in  the  mean  time, 
loft  fight  of  Paraguay,  though  the  news  of  all  the 
Spaniards,  that  were  fettled  in  the  country,  having 
been  either  killed  by  the  Indians,  or  obliged  to  de- 
fert  it,  joined  to  the  abfence  of  the  Emperor,  threw  a 
damp  upon  all  the  refolutions  taken  to  make  good 
his  claims  to  fo  defireable  an  acquifition. 

But  the  Emperor,  being  at  laft  returned  to  Ma¬ 
drid,  began  to.  think  ferioufly  of  forming  a  power¬ 
ful  fettlement  on  Rio  de  la  Plata  *,  and  the  prepara¬ 
tions  made  for  it  greatly  furpaiTed  thole  already 
made  to  eftablifh  colonies  in  any  other  part  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  great  cup-hearer  to  the 
Emperor,  v/as  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the 
expedition,  adelantade  and  governor,  and  captain 
general  of  all  the  countries  that  might  be  difcovered 
as  far  as  the  South-fea,  on  condition  that  he  fliould 
transport  there,  in  two  voyages,  one  thoufand  men, 
and  one  hundred  horfes,  with  arms,  ammunition  and 
provifions  for  one  year,  the  whole  at  his  own  expence. 
He  v/as,  indeed,  permitted  to  make  eftablifhments 
in  any  part,  he  thought  proper,  of  the  lands  he  might 
difcover  ;  and  gratified  with  a  penfion,  for  life,  of  two 
thoufand  ducats,  with  leave,  befides,tolevy  the  fame 
fum  on  the  produce  of  the  countries,  of  which  he  was 
appointed  governor.  The  other  conditions  were, 
that  of  three  fortrefles,  which  he  was  to  build  at  his 
own  expence,  he  fliould  be  hereditary  Alcalde  ;  and 
Alguazil  major  of  that  where  he  might  think  proper 
to  fix  his  refidence  ;  that,  after  refiding  in  his  govern¬ 
ment  for  three  years,  he  might  return  to  Spain,  and 
name  a  governor  to  fucceed  him,  who,  on  receiving 
his  commiffion,  fliould  be  entitled  to  the  fame  pre¬ 
rogatives  Jie  himfelf  had  enjoyed  ;  that  though;,  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  the  Kings,  or 
Indian  Caciques  taken  in  war,  were  to  pay 
their  ranfoms  into  the  exchequer :  thefe  ranfoms 
fhould  be  diftributed  among  the  governor  and  the 

o  o 

troops,  after  a  deduction  of  one  tenth  to  the  ufe  of 
his  Majefty.  That,  in  cafe  any  treafures  belonging 
to  Caciques  killed  in  war  fhould  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards,  they  fhould  be  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  his  Majefty  and  the  governor.  In  fine,  that 
the  governor  fhould  take  eight  religious  with 
him,  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  natives  of  the 
country,  and  provide  all  the  pofts  with  phyficians, 
furgeons,  and  medicines.  The  Emperor  then  char¬ 
ged  Mendoza’s  confcience  with  all  the  vexations  and 
violences,  which  the  Indians  might,  through  his 
fault,  fuffer  from  the  Spaniards  *,  and  declared,  that 
their  converfion  being  what  he  had  moil  at  heart, 
he  would  fhew  no  mercy,  to  thofe,  who  dared  to  con¬ 
tradict  his  intentions  in  that  refpect. 

Orders  had  been  already  given  to  equip 
at  Cadiz,  a  fleet  of  fourteen  fhips,  and  Don 
JuanOforio,  an  Italian,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
greatly  in  the  wars  of  Italy,  took  upon  him  the  com¬ 
mand  of  it,  in  quality  of  lieutenant  to  Mendoza. 
Such  great  preparations,  and  the  reports  that  had  been 
fpread  of  the  richnefs  of  the  countries  watered  by  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  attracted  fo  many  perfons,  even  of 
the  higheft  nobility,  that  the  firft  armament,  inftead 
of  fi  ve  hundred  only,  the  number  originally  propofed, 
conftfted  of  twelve  hundred  men,  amongft  whom 
were  thirty  noblemen,  all  the  eldeft  fons  of  their 
families,  andfeveral  Flemifh  officers.  In  a  word,  no 
Spanifh  colony  eftablifhed  in  the  new  world  can 
boaft  fo  many  great  names  among  its  founders ;  and 
the  pofterity  of  many  of  them  ftill  fubfifts  in  Para¬ 
guay,  efpecially  in  the  capital  of  the  province  of  that 
name.  This  fleet  put  to  fea  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  1535,  being  in  the  feafon  fitted  for  that  pur- 
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pofe,  as  fnips,  which  happen  not  to  arrive  at  the  Bay 
of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  before  the  end  of  March,  run  a 
great  rifle  of  coining  too  late  for  the  North  and 
North-eafl  winds,  and  being  overtaken  by  thofe. 
from  the  oppofite  quarters,  which  oblige  them 
to  winter  in  Brazil. 

Mendoza’s  fleet,  after  palling  the  line,  was  fur- 
prized  and  difperfed  by  a  terrible  dorm.  The  drips, 
however,  commanded  by  his  brother,  Don  Diego 
de  Mendoza,  and  a  few  others,  happily  reached  the 
idands  of  St.  Gabriel.  But  that  drip  carrying  the 
Adelantade  himfelf,  and  all  the  reft,  were  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where, 
on  a  bare  fufpicion  that  Oforio  intended  to  fupplant 
him,  he  very  bafely  procured  him  to  be  aflaflinated. 
Though  the  Adelantade,  it  is  probable,  was  ad- 
vifeci  to  this  ftep  by  many,  who  were  jealous  of  Ofo- 
ri’s  great  merit,  or  envyecl  him,  as  a  ftranger,  his 
high  pofft  a  great  many  others  were  fo  exafperated  at 
it,  that  fome  of  them  that  refolved  to  remain  in  Bra¬ 
zil,  and  others  were  preparing  to  return  to  Spain, 
when  the  Adelantade,  having  received  notice  of 
their  defign,  immediately  put  to  fea,  to  prevent  their 
carrying  it  into  execution,  and  had  the  unmerited 
good  fortune  of  arriving  fate  at  the  i Hands  of  St. 
Gabriel.  Though  Don  Diego  cle  Mendoza  was 
greatly  pleafed  at  feeing  his  brother,  he  was  fo  far 
from  entering  into  his  views,  in  regard  to  Don  John 
Oforio,  that  he  expreffed  the  greateft  concern  for 
what  had  happened,  and  even  made  no  fcruple  of  de¬ 
claring  publicly,  that  he  was  greatly  afraid  fo  unwor¬ 
thy  an.adlion  would  draw  down  a  judgdment  upon 
his  brother  and  his  enterprize. 

The  fhips  being  now  united  between  the  idands 
of  St.  Gabriel  and  the  weftern  banks  of  the  river, 
Don  Pedro,  thinkingthe  neighbourhood  might  afford 
a  good  fituation  for  his  firft  fettlement,  lent  Don 
Sanchez  del  Campo  to  look  out  for  a  lure  and  con¬ 
venient 


venient  fpot  for  that  purpofe-,  and,  this  officer  having 
found  one,  on  a  point  which  advances  into  a  river  to 
wards  the  North,  before  the  coait  takes  a  turn  to  the 
Weft,  Mendoza  immediately  ordered  the  plan  of  a 
city  to  be  traced  out  there,  under  the  name  of  Nuejfa 
Senora  de  Buenos  Ayres ,  becaufe  the  air  here  is  very"' 
wholfome.  This  done,  every  man,  without  diftinc- 
tion,  immediately  put  his  hand  to  the  work,  fo 
that,  m  a  fliort  time,  ail  were  conveniently  lodged. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  the  natives  of 
1 *  the  country  gave  the  newcomers  great  reafon 
to  fufpebl,  that  they  were  no  way  difpofed  to  favour 
this  eftablifhment  of  theirs  ;  therefore,  as  provipod|- 
began  to  grow  very  fcarce,  the  Adelantade  fent  -  Glib 
his  brother  with  a  detachment  of  300  men,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  fup ply  by  force,  if  he  could  not  procure 
it  by  fair  means.  Some  noblemen  and  a  great  many 


gentlemen  would  likewife  ferve  as  volunteers  on  the 
occafion.  The  fecond  day  after  their  fetting  out, 
they  came  in  fight  of  a  body  ot  about  3000 
Indians,  polled  at  the  other  fide  of  a  little  river, 
which  falls  into  a  rnarffi,  and  which  it  was  requifite 
to  crofs,  to  proceed  on  their  journey.  Mod  of  the 
Spaniards  were  for  waiting,  till  the  Indians  thern- 
felves  fhould  crofs  the  river  ;  but  Don  Dieno  having; 
dire  died  it  to  be  founded,  and  by  that  means  dil- 
covered  that  it  was  fordable,  gave  orders  for  palling 
it  without  any  further  delay,  The  troops  obeyed, 
but  the  firft  that  landed  were  lurrounded  by  the 
Indians,  and  charged  with  fuch  fury,  that  they 
had  not  fo  much  as  time  to  form  themfelves.  Be- 
iides,  many  of  them  had  fuffered  their  arms  to  get 
wet  in  croffing  the  river,  fo  that  they  could  make  no 
life  of  them.  However,  as  a  great  number  of  thole 
left  behind  fpeedily  arrived  to  luppert  them,  the 
Indians  were  repulled  with  great  lols.  But  their 
lofs  ferved  only  to  exafperace  them,  and  render 
them  ft.ill  more  furious.  The- Spaniards,  therefore. 


were 
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were  at  lafb  obliged  to  retreat.  Of  thofe  who  left 
Buenos  Ayres,  on  this  expedition,  not  above  150 
efcaped  the  field  of  battle  ;  and  of  thefe  almoft  one 
half  died  of  fatigue,  or  of  their  wounds,  during  the 
retreat ;  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  and  among  them 
Don  Diego  de  Mendoza,  the  general  of  this  little 
army,  loft  their  lives  on  this  occaiion. 

The  fcarcity,  which  had  prevailed  at  Buenos  Ayres 
forfometime  paft,  was  now  changed  into  a  dreadful 
famine  ;  yet  Don  Pedro,  afraid  of  giving  the  Indians 
a  habit  of  {pilling  Spanifh  blood,  forbid  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  under  pain  of  death,  to  go  into  the  fields  in 
fearch  of  relief.  But,  as  hunger  is  one  of  thofe  extre- 
mities,  which  make  people  blind  to  the  greateft  dan¬ 
gers,  and  deaf,  even  to  the  mo  ft  facred  injunctions, 
he  placed  foldiers  at  all  the  out-lets  to  the  country, 
with  orders  to  fire  upon  thofe  who  fhould  endeavour 
to  tranfgrefs  his  orders.  A  woman,  however,  called 
Maldonata  was  lucky  enough  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  the  guards ;  and  God  twice  preferred  her  by  one 
of  thofe  exertions  of  his  providence,  to  which  pub¬ 
lic  notoriety  alone  can  extort  belief  from  the  incre¬ 
dulous,  apt  to  take  offence  at  every  thing  beficie  the 
common  courfe  of  things.  This  woman,  having  for  a 
long  time  rambled  about  the  country,  took  notice  of 
a  cavern,  where  fhe  flattered  herlelf  fhe  might  at  laft 
find  a  fure  retreat,  againft  all  the  dangers  that  threat¬ 
ened  her  :  but  fhe  had  fcarce  entered  it,  when  fhe 
fpied  a  lionefs,  the  fight  of  which  terrified  her  to  the 
laft  degree.  She  was,  however,  Toon  quieted  a  little, 
by  the  careffes  of  this  animal,  at  the  lame  time  that 
fhe  perceived  they  were  not  difinterefted.  The  lion¬ 
efs,  it  feems,  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  as, 
though  her  term  for  littering  was  expired,  fhe  could 
not  get  rid  of  her  burthen.  Maldonata,  upon  this, 
took  courage,  and  gave  the  poor  creature  the  affift- 
ance  fhe  feemed  fo  earneftly  to  require.  The  lionefs, 
being  happily  delivered,  not  only  immediately  gave 

her 


46  THE  HISTORY 

her  benefacffrefs  the  moft  fenfible  proofs  of  her  gra¬ 
titude  ;  but  never  returned  from  fearching  her  own 
daily  fubfiftence,  without  laying,  at  the  feet  of  Mab 
donata,  enough  for  her’s,  till,  the  whelps  being 
Strong  enough  to  walk  abroad,  fhe  at  lad;  took  them 
out  with  her,  and  never  returned,  leaving  Maldonata 
to  fhift  for  herfelf. 

Maldonata  loon  after  fell  into  the  hands  of  fome 
Indians,  who  made  a  (lave  of  her,  and  kept  her  in 
captivity  for  a  considerable  time.  Being,  at  length, 
retaken  by  fome  Spaniards,  die  was  brought  back  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  where  Don  Francis  Ruiz  de  Galan 
commanded  for  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  abfent.  Galan  was  a  man,  whofe  fe¬ 
ver  ity  often  degenerated  into  cruelty.  Therefore, 
as  he  knew  that  Maldonata  had  Stolen  out  of  the 
city,  contrary  to  orders,  and  did  not  think  her  Suf¬ 
ficiently  punifhed  by  a  very  long  and  very  cruel 
flavery,  he  condemned  her  to  death,  and  to  a  kind 
of  death,  which  no  man  but  a  tyrant  could  have 
thought  of.  He  ordered  fome  Soldiers  to  take  her 
into  the  country,  and  there  leave  her  tied  to  a  tree, 
not  doubting  but  fome  wild  beaft  or  other  would 
foon  come  and  tear  her  to  pieces. 

Two  days  after,  the  fame  Soldiers  being  Sent  to 
fee  what  was  become  of  her,  they  were  greatly  fur- 
prized  to  find  her  alive,  and  unhurt,  though  Surround¬ 
ed  by  lions  and  tigers,  whom,  a  lionefs,  lying  at  her 
feet  with  her  whelps,  kept  at  a  diftance.  As  Soon 
as  the  Lionefs  perceived  the  Soldiers,  fhe  retired  a 
little,  as  it  were  to  give  them  leave  to  unbind  her 
benefa£trefs,  which  they  accordingly  did.  Maldo¬ 
nata  then  related  to  them  the  hiftory  of  this  Lionefs, 
whom  flie  knew  to  be  the  fame  fhe  had  formerly 
affiled  *,  and  the  Soldiers  remarked,  that,  on  their 
offering  to  carry  away  Maldonata,  the  lionefs  fawn¬ 
ed  greatly  upon  her,  and  Seemed  to  exprefs  fome 
concern  at  lofmg  her.  On  the  report  the  Soldiers 

made 
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made  to  the  commander  of  what  they  had  feen,  he 
faw  that  he  could  not  but  pardon  a  woman,  whom 
heaven  had  protected  in  lb  fignal  a  manner,  with¬ 
out  appearing  more  inhuman  than  Lions  themfelves. 
The  author  of  Argentina ,  the  firft  author  to  re¬ 
late  this  adventure,  allures  us,  that  he  had  heard  it* 
not  only  from  the  publirk  voice,  but  from  the 
mouth  of  Maldonata  herfelf  *,  and  Father  del  Techo 
fays,  that,  when  he  arrived  at  Paraguay,  a  great 
many  perfons  (poke  to  him  of  it,  as  an  event  which 
had  happened  within  their  memory,  and  of  which 
nobody  doubted  the  truth. 

I  said  that  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  wras  ah- 
Io37*  fent  from  Buenos  Ayres,  when  Maldonata 
was  brought  back  to  that  city.  He  had,  it  feems* 
fetout  on  an  expedition  up  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  in 
quell  of  a  remedy  ag&inft  the  famine,  which  had  al¬ 
ready  carried  off  200  fouls.  Having  ftopt  in  this 
excurfion  to  confider  the  ruins  of  Gabot’s  tower,  he 
found  the  fituation  of  it  fo  very  advantageous,  that  he 
built  a  new  fort  there,  under  the  name  of  Good  Hope . 
Some  authors  mention  it  by  that  of  Corpus  Chrifti . 
But  his  chief  motive  for  making  this  new  elta- 
blifhment  was,  his  being  told  by  Don  Juan  de  Ay- 
olas,  his  King’s  lieutenant,  who  had  got  the  Hart  of 
him  in  this  expedition,  that  he  might  be  always  fore 
of  provihons  among  the  Timbuez,  whom  this  officer 
had  the  good  fortune  of  reconciling  with  the  Spani¬ 
ards  ,  or  at  leaft,  among  their  neighbours,  the  Cara - 
coes.  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  had  done  more.  He 
prudently  left  a  detachment  under  Don  Francifco 
de  Alvarado,  at  the  place  where  the  fort  formerly 
Hood.  Mendoza,  exceedingly  well  fatisfied  with, 
his  lieutenant’s  condudl,  ordered  him  to  continue  his 
navigation  up  the  river,  as  high  as  he  could  go,  and 
gave  him  three  barks,  and  fifty  men,  for  that  purpofe. 
He,  likewife,  permitted  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irala,  and  home  other  gentlemen,  to  accompany 

Don 
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Don  Juan,  recommending  to  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  tranfmit,  within  four  months,  an  account  of  his 
tranfadtions  and  difcoveries,  if  he  could  not  himfelf 
return  with  it. 

Mendoza  had  not  as  yet  a  mailed  provifions 
enough  to  put  an  entire  flop  to  the  famine  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  where  it  was  attended  with  all  the  horrors  we 
fo  often  find  mentioned  in  hiftory  on  the  like  occa- 
fions.  But,  fame  time  after,  Don  Gonzalez  de  Men¬ 
doza,  who  went  to  Brazil  in  quell  of  a  fupply,  re¬ 
turned  with  a  cargo,  and  was  foon  after  followed  by 
two  others,  with  Mofchera  and  all  his  colony  of  the 
Hand  of  St.  Catharine,  befides  a  great  many  Bra¬ 
zilian  families  that  had  taken  a  liking  to  him.  Thefe 
feafonable  fupplies  were  of  great  fervice  to  the  inha- 
^  bitan ts  of  Buenos  Ayres.  But,  as  the  number  of  them 
was  at  the  fame  time  confiderably  increafed,  though 
not  enough  to  cover  their  country  labours  from  the 
infults  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  who  feemed,frorn 
day  to  day,  more  and  more  determined  to  extirpate 
them,  there  was  the  greateil  reafon  to  fear,  that 
the  famine  would  foon  break  our  again  with  re¬ 
doubled  fury. 

Don  juan  de  Ayolas  having,  on  his  fide,  pufiied  up 
the  river  as  far  as  the  place,  where  the  city  of  the  Af- 
fumption  was  afterwards  built,  met  with  a  very  friendly 
reception  from  the  Guaranis ,  who  occupy  the  coun¬ 
try  for  a  great  way  on  the  eaftern  banks  of  the  Pa¬ 
raguay,  but  for  a  much  greater  way  inland,  even  as 
far  as  the  frontiers  of  Brazil.  They  even  filled  his 
veffels  with  provifions,  which  he  paid  for  in  goods 
which  he  had  taken  along  with  him  for  thatpurpofe. 
He  then  advanced  to  the  latitude  of  20  degrees  40 
minutes,  where  he  difeovered,  to  the  right,  a  little 
port,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  01  Can  diem  a fs  Port. 
And,  as  the  Guaranis  had  affured  him,  that  in  this  la¬ 
titude,  he  would,  by  marching  welterly  over  land, 
meet  with  Indians  who  had  a  great  deal  of  gold 
and  filver,  he  rcfolved  to  go  in  quefi:  of  them.  He 

there- 
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therefore,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  put  affiore  oppofite 
to  Candlemas  Port,  to  which  he  lent  back  his  velfels, 
with  directions  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irak* 
to  whom  he  had  delegated  all  the  authority  he  him- 
felf  had  received  from  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  to 
wait  there  for  him  for  fix  months,  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  he  might,  if  he  heard  nothing  of  him,  take 
what  courfe  his  own  difcretion  fhould  didlate  to 
him.  He*  likewife,  left,  at  Candlemas  Port,  a  final! 
detachment  of  Spaniards,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Vergara.  But  all  thefe  precautions  proved 
fruitlefs  *  for,  Irala,  under  pretence  that  his  veffiels 
began  to  grow  leaky,  remained  at  Candlemas  Port 
but  four  months,' 

It  is  probable,  that  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  had  fent 
the  Adelentade  an  account  of  thele  refolutions  and 
difpofitions  of  his  •,  but  that  his  letters  never  came 
to  hand.  At  laft,  the  want  of  news  from  him  gave 
Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  great  untafinefs,  as  Ayolas 
was  the  officer  of  the  whole  colony,  in  whom  he  hid 
the  greatefl  confidence,  and  who  bell  deferved  it. 
He,  therefore,  dilpatched  Don  Gonzales  de  Mendoza, 
and  Don  Juan  de  Salazar,  to  know  what  was  become 
of  him  ♦,  and  fell  lick  a  few  days  after  their  depar¬ 
ture.  He  had  already  taken  a  refolution  to  return  to 
Spain  •,  and,  as  foon  as  he  found  himfelf  lirong  e- 
nough  to  bear  the  fea,  took  (hipping,  with  his  trea- 
furcr  Juan  de  Caceres.  He  left  Don  Francis  de  Ga- 
lan  commander  at  Buenos  Ayres  ;  and,  in  virtue  of 
the  power  he  had  received  from  the  Emperor,  named 
Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  his  fuccelfor,  having  firft 
appointed  him  his  heir  in  cafe  of  death.  At  length, 
he  put  to  fea,  with  a  heart  ready  to  burft  with  def- 
pair,  and  curling  the  day  he  had  tranfported  himfelf 
to  ramble  after  a  chimera,  and  court  diffionour  in 
a  favage  country.  He  had  foon  as  much  reafon  to 
repent  his  attempting  to  return.  His  (hip  had 
icarce  loll  fight  ol  land,  when  all  the  elements  feemed 
Vol.  I,  E  ''  to 
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to  have  confpired  againft  him.  One  day,  his  provi- 
lions  being  all  fpoiled  or  exhaufled,  he  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  eat  of  a  bitch  that  was  pregnant  •,  and 
her  infeded  flefh,  joined  to  the  chagrin  that  inwardly 
devoured  him,  brought  on  a  total  alienation  of  his 
fenfes,  which  foon changed  to  a  phrenfy,  in  a  fit  of 
which  he,  at  lad,  miferably  expired. 

r  £  When  the  news  of  Mendoza’s  death 
1j37  3  •  cached  Spain,  there  were  in  the  port 
of  Seville  two  {hips  fitted  out  on  his  account,  that 
waited  only  for  a  favourable  wind,  to  fail  to  his  af- 
fiflance  ;  but,  thofe  who  had  advanced  the  money 
necefTary  for  this  armament,  thought  proper  toftop 
them,  not  knowing  who  they  fhould  apply  to  for 
their  reimburfement.  The  Emperor,  being,  informed 
of  this  delay,  immediately  ordered,,  that  the  fhips 
fhould  be  permitted  to  fail  ;  gave  the  command  of 
them  to  the  infpedor  Alphonzo  Calrera ;  and  added 
a  galleon  loaded  with  ammunition  and  arms,  under 
the  command  of  Don  Lopez  de  Aguiar.  His  ma- 
jefty,  likewife,  delivered  Caceres  a  commiflion  for 
Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  appointing  him  governor  and 
captain-general  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata 
and  an  amnefty  for  all  thofe  who  had  eat  human 
flefh  ;  an  abomination  leveral  had  been  driven  to, 
during  the  late  famine  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  avoid 
punifhrnent,  had  taken  refuge  among  the  Indians. 
Six  Francifcan  Friars  were,  likewife,  font  on  board 
the  galleon,  and,  fupplied  by  the  Emperor  with 
every  thing  req.uifi.te  for  the  exercife  of  their  miniflry. 
But,  though  this  convoy  failed  from  Cadiz  towards 
the  end'of  1 537,  it  did  not  arrive  at  Buenos  Ayres 
till  the  year  1539. 

o  During  this  interval,  Don  Gonzales  de 
00  •  Mendoza,  and  Don  Juan  de  Salazar,  whom 
the  deceafed  governor  had  lent  in  quell  of  Don  Juan 
de  Ayolas,  arrived  at  Candlemas  Port,  without  being 
able  to  procure  any  intelligence  of  him  >  but  they 

were 
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\  * 
were  informed  that  Irala  was  among  the  favages 

of  the  neighbourhood,  where  they,  accordingly, 
found  him.  They  then  made  with  him  a 
great  many  excurfions  and  enquiries  after  Don 
Ayolas  \  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Upon  this,  they 
fattened  to  a  tree,  at  Candlemas  Port,  a  paper  to  in¬ 
form  Don  Juan,  in  cafe  he  fhould  happen  to  come 
that  way,  of  eveiy  thing  it  was  proper  he  fhould 
know;  and,  above  all  things,  to, put  him  upon  his 
guard  againft  the  Payaguas.  This  advice  was  the 
more  neceffary,  as  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  dan¬ 
gerous  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  fince  they  co¬ 
ver  the  moft  lavage  difpofitions>  with  the  moil  en- 
gaging  manners,  and  never  make  greater  protefta- 
tions  of  friendlhip,  than  when  they  are  treacheroufly 
meditating  fome  mifchief*  They  are,  befides,  fo  ex¬ 
pert  at  contriving  means  to  execute  their  dark  pur- 
pofes,  that  it  is  no  wonder  numbers  have  been  de¬ 
ceived  by  them,  till  a  great  many  tragical  events 
had  difcovered  their  cruelty  and  craftinefs.  Thefe 
Barbarians  have  no  fixed  habitation,  but  are  to  be 
found  every  where  on  both  fides  of  the  Paraguay, 
and  on  the  river  itfeif,  where  they  carry  on  a  con¬ 
tinual  piracy, 

Mendoza  and  Salazar,  after  leaving  Candlemas 
Port,  fell  down  the  Paraguay  to  the  mouth  of  the 
moft  northern  branch  of  the  Pilco  Mayo  into  that 
river,  in  the  latitude  of  25  degrees  and  fome  minutes • 
where,  having  taken  notice  of  a  port  formed  by  a 
cape  that  runs  South  into  the  Paraguay,  from  the 
eaftern  banks  of  it,  they  were  fo  taken  with  the 
conveniency  of  its  fituation,  that  they  built  a  fort 
there,  which  in  a  very  fhort  time  grew  into  a  city  ; 
and  is,  at  this  day,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Pa¬ 
raguay.  This  place  lies  mid-way  between  Peru  and 
Brazil,  and  at  three  hundred  leagues  from  Cape  St. 
Mary.  Its  founders  mive  it  the  name  of  the  Af- 
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fumption,  which  it  ftill  retains. 
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Mendoza  remained  here,  while  Salazar  fet  out 
for  Buenos  Ayres,  which  he  found  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity.  The  famine  had  again  broke  out 
there,  and  was  arrived  at  the  greateft  height.  Befides 
Galan  was  fo  univerfaliy  detefted,  that  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  would  have  deferted  it,  but  for  fear  of  become 
ing  the  prey  of  wild  beafts,  or  of  the  Barbarians  who 
furrounded  them.  Salazar’s  arrival,  therefore,  gave 
them  great  joy,  which  was  confiderably  increafed  at 
the  fight  of  the  three  veffels  from  Spain,  under  Cal- 
rera,  which  came  to  an  anchor  there  two  or  three  days 
after.  As  Salazar  reported,  that  there  was  no  fcar- 
city  of  provifions  at  the  AfTumption,  Galan  and  Cal- 
rera  refolved  to  go  there  themfelves  to  obtain  a  fup- 
ply  •'  and  the  firft,  having  declared  that  he  would  take 
with  him  a  party  of  foldiers,  both  thofe  he  picked 
out  for  that  purpofe,  and  thofe  he  left  behind,  were 
equally  overjoyed  ;  the  firft  at  the  profpect  of  foon 
getting  into  a  country  where  there  was  no  danger 
of  ftarving  *,  and  the  laft,  at  the  thoughts  of  being  rid 
of  a  commander,  whofe  feverity  they  thought  equal 
to  any  other  fcourge. 

But  the  firft  were  greatly  difappointed,  when,  on 
their  arrival  at  the  AfTumption,  after  a  great  many 
dangers  and  fatigues,  they  found  the  fame  fcarcity 
there,  they  had  efcaped  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Salazar, 
however,  could  not  be  accufed  of  having  impofed 
upon  them,  as  it  was  on  the  ftrength  of  the  good 
difpofition  of  the  Indians  towards  the  Spaniards,  he 
had  flatter’d  them  with  the  expectation  of  plenty  ; 
and  this  good  difpofition  had  been  rendered  of  no  effect 
by  locufts,  which  had  devoured,  in  the  grafs,  all  the 
feed  the  former  had  Town  *,  fo  that  the  commander  of 
-Buenos  Ayres,  who  had  reinforced  his  effort  with 
half  the  garrifon  of  the  fort  of  Good  Hope,  found 
himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  making  all  the  hafte  he 
.  could  back,  for  fear  of  increasing  a  famine  in  a 
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place,  in  which  he  flattered  himlelf  with  the  hopes  of 
enjoying  the  bleffings  of  plenty. 

At  his  arrival  at  the  fort  of  Good  Hope, 
s>^‘  he  vented  his  fpleen  upon  the  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood,  called  Caracoas;  who  had,  it  feems, 
been  accufed  to  him  of  having  favoured  the  enemies 
of  the  Spaniards.  Without  examining  whether 
the  charge  was  true  or  falfe,  he  refolved  to  make 
them  feel  the  fmart  of  his  refen tment.  He  commu¬ 
nicated  his  defign  to  Don  Francis  de  Alvarado, 
commander  of  the  fort,  and  fome  other  officers,  who 
omitted  nothing  to  diffuade  him  from  fo  bafe  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  ,  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpofe  :  and,  as  he  was 
unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war,  which  might  delay 
him  too  long,  and  perhaps  coil  him  a  great  many 
men,  he  made  no  icruple  of  adding  treachery  to 
injuftice.  After  treating  the  Caracoas  in  the  moft 
friendly  manner,  he,  one  morning  at  day  break 
fell  upon  them  when  they  leafl:  thought  of  it ;  fet  fire 
to  their  cabins ;  carried  off  a  great  many  of  their  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  whom  he  diftributed  among  his 
foldiers  ♦,  and  then  reimbarked  with  Alvarado,  who,  it 
is  probable,  did  not  chufe  to  remain  in  a  fort,  which 
he  forelaw  would  foon  be  attacked  by  all  the  Indians 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Don  Antonio  Mendoza  was 
left  to  command  in  his  (lead  with  100  foldiers. 

This  perfidious  behaviour  immediately  awakened, 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Timbuez,  all  their  ancient  ani- 
mofity  againft  the  Spaniards  *,  and  they  refolved  to 
rid  themfelves  effedtuallv  of  a  nation,  whofe  promifes 
they  imagined  could  never  be  fafely  relied  upon. 
To  be  the  furer  of  their  ffroke,  they  pretended  an 
expedition  againfl:  fome  other  Indians,  who,  they 
gave  out,  were  as  much  the  enemies  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  as  their  own  ;  and  then  applied  for  affiftapce  to 
Don  Antonio  Mendoza,  who  had  the  imprudence  to 
give  them  half  his  garrii'on,  under  the  command  of 
Alphonfo  Suarez  de  Figueroa.  The  Timbuez  re^ 
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ceived  this  reinforcement  with  great  marks  of  gratis 
tude  ;  and,  that  very  day,  the  army  began  its  march  *, 
but  the  Spaniards  were  fcarce  advanced  a  league, 
when  they  were  fuddenly  attacked  j  behind,  by  a  body 
of  their  pretended  allies,  that  lay  in  ambufh  for  that 
pur  pole-,  and  in  front,  by  thofe  who  conduced  them. 
They  fought,  however,  with  the  greateft  bravery  ; 
but  were,  at  laft,  overpowered  by  numbers,  fo  that 
not  a  Angle  man  of  them  efcaped. 

The  Timbuez  now  flattered  themfelves,  that  they 
fhould  have  no  difficulty  in  reducing  thofe  that  re¬ 
mained  in  the  fort  ,  and  immediately  inverted  it  with 
the  moft  hideous  fnouts.  Mendoza,  judging  that 
nothing  but  adefperate  ftroke  could  fave  him,  made 
a  fally  upon  the  Barbarians,  in  hopes  of  cutting  his 
way  through  them  ;  but  he  loft  his  braveft  men  in 
the  attempt,  and  himfelf  received  a  wound  that  dis¬ 
abled  him,  He  was,  however,  fortunate  enough  to 
regain  the  fort,  where  he  had  almoft  given  himfelf 
up  for  loft,  when,  happily,  two  Spanifh  brigantines 
anchored  before  it.  The  commanders  of  thefe  vef- 
fels  foon  perceived  that  it  was  befieged  ;  and,  as  they 
had  been  lent  by  Galan,  whom  his  confcierice  re¬ 
proached  with  his  treachery  to  the  Caracoas,  and 
who  began  to  re  lie  61,  though  a  little  too  late,  on  the 
evil  confequences  that  might  attend  it,  they  imme* 
diately  landed  fonve  men  to  relieve  the  place.  The 
Timbuez,  on  their  fide,  at  the  fight  of  the  brigan¬ 
tines,  made  their  laft  efforts  to  carry  it ;  but  the  men 
that  were  landed,  fupported  by  fome  difcharges  of 
cannon  from  the  brigantines,  obliged  them,  at  laft, 
to  retire  with  confiderable  lofs. 

Some  days  after  this,  Don  Anthony  de  Mendoza 
dying  of  his  wounds,  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  brigantines,  feeing  no  appearance  of  being  able 
to  preferve  the  fort  of  Good  Hope,  thought  proper 
to  demoliffi  it,  and  take  op  board  the  miferable  rer 
plains  of  the  garrifon.  That  of  the  Affumption  was 

in 
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in  pretty  good  condition,  and  Irala  continued  to  take 
a  great  deal  of  pains  to  get  intelligence  of  the  gover¬ 
nor.  At  1-aft,  after  making  a  great  many  excurfions 
to  very  little  purpofe,  he  returned  to  Candlemas 
Port.  But,  though  he  could  hear  nothing  of  Don 
Ayolas,  the  writing  which  he  had  left  there  for  him, 
was  no  longer  to  be  found.  He  then  remounted 
the  river ;  returned  to  the  Payaguas,  where  he  ran 
a  great  many  rifles,  and  was  even  wounded  in  a 
fkirmiih.  At  length,  one  evening,  as  he  lay  an¬ 
chored  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  fhore,  he  heard 
a  voice,  calling  to  him  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
river. 

He  immediately  fent  off  fome  men,  in  a  canoe,  to 
the  place  from  whence  it  came,  where  they  found 
an  Indian,  who  defired  to  be  conducted  to  the  cap¬ 
tain.  As  this  Indian  was  alone  and  unarmed,  they 
readily  complied  with  his  requeft.  Irala  having 
afked  him  what  nation  he  belonged  to?  lie  anfwered 
to  the  Chanes ,  inhabitants  of  the  plains  •,  and  that  he 
wanted  to  meet  fome  Spaniards  to  inform  them  of 
the  fate  of  one  of  their  greateft  captains,  called 
Ayolas.  At  pronouncing  this  name,  a  flood  of  tears 
flopped  his  voice,  which,  after  a  little  paufe,  re¬ 
peated  fighs  again  interrupted,  till  at  length  being  a 
little  come  to  himfelf,  he  made  a  fhift  to  give  the 
following  account. 

“  Captain  Ayolas,  on  his  arrival  among  us,  com¬ 
municated  to  our  Cacique  his  defign  of  penetrating 


further,  in  order  to  difeover  whence  fome  Indians  had 
got  the  gold  and  filver,  that  had  been  found  among 
them.  As  he  was  but  badly  efcorted.  to  undertake 
fo  long,  lb  painful,  and  withal  fo  dangerous  a 
.journey,  our  Cacique  gave  him  a  reinforcement. 
He  then  fet  out ;  and,  at  lad,  after  many  fkirmifhes 
with  the  Indians,  he  found  out  what  he  was  come 
in  quell  of.  On  his  arrival  on  the  frontiers  of  Peru,, 
he  was  pretty  well  received  by  die  Indians  he  met 
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there  •,  and,  indeed,  he  deferved  it  by  his  amiable  be¬ 
haviour,  and  the  good  order  he  maintained  among 
thole  he  brought  with  him.  At  length,  he  returned 
back  to  our  country,  loaded  with  gold  and  (liver*,  and 
our  Cacique  made  him  a  prefer#  of  home  more.  He 
then  told  us,  that  he  intended  to  join  his  countrymen, 
whom  he  had  left  with  his  barks  on  the  Paraguay, 
and,  then  return  with  a  greater  efcort.  Upon  this, 
our  Cacique  ordered  feveral  of  his  iiibjedts  to  affid 
him  in  tranfporting  his  trealures  to  the  river,  and 
I  was  of  the  number.  We  croffed  vad  deferts  to 
avoid  meeting  with  fame  nations  he  fufpeoted  ; 
and,  at  lad,  arrived  at  the  place  where  he  had  left  his 
barks  ;  but  they  were  no  longer  to  be  found.  How¬ 
ever,  we  thought  proper  to  remain  with  him  fome 
days  longer,  in  hopes  he  might,  at  lead,  get  fome 
intelligence  of  them.  In  the  mean  time,  fome  In¬ 
dians,  allies  of  the  Payaguas,  after  having  feaded 
us  with  their  game,  invited  us  to  take  fome  repofe 
among  their  friends  *,  but  this  was  only  a  fnare  laid 
by  the  traitors  to  deceive  the  Spaniards,  who  never 
iufpeded  it  *,  for,  when  they  had  brought  us  into 
fome  mardies,  where  our  march  was  attended  with 
great  difficulty,  the  Payaguas,  whom  they  had  in¬ 
formed  of  their  defigns,  fell  fuddenly  upon  us,  and 
maffacred  the  Spaniards.  Many  of  my  countrymen, 
likewife,  lod  their  lives  *,  and  I,  and  all  the  red  were 
made  (laves.  Captain  Ayolas  had  happily  made  his 
efcape,  and  hid  himfelf  among  fome  bullies ;  but  they 
icon  difeovered  him,  and  conducted  him  to  an  idand, 
where  they  put  him  to  a  much  more  cruel  death, 

'  than  they  had  done  the  red  of  the  Spaniards. 
Some  time  after,  I  was  happy  enough  to  make  rny 
cfcape,  and  have  been  ever  fince  roving  about  to 
meet  with  Spaniards,  and  inform  them  of  thefe 
p-vents.” 

•  Jr  ala  would  have  been  very  glad  to  chadife  the 
Payaguas  for  their  perfidy, ;  and  recover  the  trea- 

furc 
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lure  that  had  been  both  their  inducement  to  com¬ 
mit  it,  and  their  regard  when  committed  ;  but  the 
overflowing  of  the  river  would  not  allow  him  to  fol¬ 
low  them  into  their  retreats  ;  and,  befides,  he  had 
fcarce  a  man  left,  that  was  not  either  fick,  or  ex- 
haufted  with  fatigue.  Himfelf,  had  not  entirely 
got  the  better  of  his  wounds^  and,  though  he  had, 
had  fomething  more  preffing  to  take  up  his  thoughts. 
He,  therefore,  made  the  belt  of  his  way  to  the  Af- 
fumption,  which  already  began  to  wear  the  face  of 
a  city,  and  where  mod  of  his  officers  had  taken  up 
their  refidence.  T'hefe  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
were  refpefted  as  the  conquerors  of  Paraguay.  The 
difpatches  from  the  court  gave  them  that  title.  They 
even  formed,  for  a  long  time,  the  council  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  ;  and  the  Emperor,  in  mod  of  his  letters  to 
the  governors  and  commanders,  ordered  them  to 
undertake  nothing  without  their  advice.  We  have 
feen,  that  Don  John  de  Ayolas  had  delegated  all  his 
authority  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala,  for 
the  time  he  fhould  be  ablent  and  this  officer  made 
no  doubt  of  his  being  acknowledged  as  governor 
general  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  till  the 
Emperor  fliouid  have  named  another ;  nor  did  any 
one  at  the  Aflumption  think  proper  to  difpute  this 
title  with  him. 

Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  mean  time,  was  every  day 
lofing  its  inhabitants  ;  for  the  lad  provifions  arrived 
there  from  Spain  having  been  foon  confumed,  a  third 
famine  enfued,  equally  violent  with  either  of  the  two 
former.  Such  of  the  inhabitants,  as  took  refuge 
among  the  Indians,  were  maflacred  by  the  Charuas , 
who  infeded  the  whole  country.  At  length  Galan 
and  Calrera  refolved  to  repair  to  the  Aflumption,  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants,  as  could  find  room  in  their 
veflels,  thought  proper  to  accompany  them.  Galan, 
finding,  on  his  arrival,  that  Irala  was  not  univerfally 
acknowledged  as  governor  general,  immediately  de¬ 
clared 
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dared  Inmfelf  one  of  his  competitors.  But  Calrera 
foon  put  an  end  to  the  competition,  by  producing  a 
fchedule  figned  by  the  Emperor,  and  which  his 
Imperial  Majefty  himfelf  had  delivered  him. 

This  inftrument,  which  was  dated  the  12th  of 
September,  1537,  imported,  that,  in  cafe  the  per- 
ion,  who  might  have  been  appointed  by  Don  Pedro 
de  Mendoza,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  fliould  be 
dead  without  naming  a  fucceffor,  and  the  founders 
and  conquerors  of  the  province  had  not  themfelvcs 
put  one  in  his  place,  he  fliould  affemble  them,  and 
make  them  take  an  oath  to  eled  him,  whom  they 

J  4 

fliould,  in  their  confcience,  think  beft  qualified  for 
fuch  an  important  employment;  that  he  fliould  fee, 
that  the  perfon  eledbed  by  a  plurality  of  voices  was 
univerfaliy  acknowledged  by  the  reft;  and  obeyed,  as 
one  invefted  with  the  Emperor’s  authority.  Calrera 
then  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  this  commiffion  ; 
and  Dominick  Martinez  de  Irak,  who  had  already 
for  him  the  votes  of  moil  of  the  electors,  was  una- 
moufly  proclaimed  governor  and  commander  gene¬ 
ral,  till  his  majefty  fliould  be  pleafed  to  name  an¬ 
other. 


Calrera,  before  he  d’tfmifled.  the  electors,  propo- 
fed  to  them  the  abandoning  of  Buenos  Ayres,  where 
it  was  evident,  he  laid,  by  many  years  experience, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  fubflft,  till  the  Spaniards 
fliould  be  better  able  to  command  the  refpect  of  the 
neighbouring  Indians,  and  obtain  provisions  from 
them.  The  fentiments  of  the  aifernbly  were  divided 
on  this  head.  Several  reprefen  ted  the,  neceflity  of 
having  a  port  for  the  reception  of  veflels  from  Spain, 
and  how  much  the  city  of  Aflfumption  it  it  If,  fltuated 
at  three  hundred  leagues  from  the  fea,  was  likely  to 
duffer,  if  no  fnips  were  to  arrive  from  thence.  To 
this  the  governor  an  live  red,  that  it  would  be  an  eafy 
matter  to  eftablifli  a  communication  with  Peru  ;  and 

he 
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he  had  art  enough  to  perfuade  a  great  many,  that 
they  might  eafily  procure  from  thence  all  the  afiifT 
jance  they  could  ftand  in  need  of.  No  one,  at  firft, 
fufpefted,  though  it  appeared  foon  after,  that  all  the 
governor  aimed  at  by  this  alternative,  was  to  render 
himfelf  independent  *  as,  in  cafe  it  took  place,  no 
orders  from  court  could  reach  him,  but  very  late, 
and  with  great  difficulty  ;  and,  when  they  did,  he 
could  eafily  find  pretences  for  eluding  them,  ffiould 
they  prove  any  way  difagreeable  to  him, 

The  council,  therefore,  afiented  to  this  plan, 
and  Don  Diego  d’Abreu  was  charged  with  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  it.  As  to  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  nothing  could  equal  the  joy  expreffed  by 
them,  at  the  news  of  finch  a  refclution.  It  proved 
equally  agreeable  to  the  equipage  of  a  Genoefe  fhip, 
which,  on  its  voyage  to  Peru  with  a  cargo  worth 
fifty  thoufand  ducats,  had  been  firft  flopped  by  con¬ 
trary  winds  at  the  entrance  into  the  {freights  of 
Magellan  •,  and,  having  afterwards  put  into  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  wrecked  there, 
on  a  fand-bank  pretty  near  Buenos  Ayres,  beyond 
a  poffibility  of  faving  any  part  of  the  cargo.  The 
men  efcaped  the  danger  of  being  drowned,  but  it 
was  only  to  fall  into  that  of  being  ftarved.  There 
were  on  board  this  ffiip  feveral  Italian  gentlemen, 
whofe  pofterity,  it  is  probable,  ftill  fubfift  in  Para¬ 
guay  :  at  leaft,  we  ffiall  have  occafion  to  mention 
fome  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory.  The 
principal  were  Don  Anthony  de  Aquino,  Don  Tho¬ 
mas  Rizo,  and  Don  John  Baptift  Trochi. 

The  governor  took  care  to  fend  a  plentiful  convoy 
of  provifions  to  meet  the  tranfmigrants  ^  arid,  as 
foon  as  they  were  all  lodged  in  the  Aftumption,  he 
iurrounded  it  with  a  palifadoe  *,  eftablifhed  a  police 
jn  it  •,  and  took  a  lift  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
found  to  amount  to  fix  hundred  men,  befides  wo¬ 
rsen  and  children.  Some  time  after  this,  being  de- 
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rous  of  giving  the  Indians,  many  of  whom  had  been 
already  baptifed  by  the  Francifcan  fryers,  a  grand 
idea  of  the  chriftian  religion,  he  bethought  himfelf, 
for  that  purpofe,  of  a  general  proceffion  *,  and,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  appointed  one  for  the  Holy  Thurfday 
following,  in  commemoration  of  our  Saviour’s  paf- 
fion.  He  then  invited  all  the  Indians  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  be  prefent  at  this  ceremony  ;  but,  as  the 
bad  ufage  which  the  Spaniards  had  already  begun 
to  give  them,  had  not  infpired  them  with  any  great 
affection  for  fuch  m afters  -s  and  many  of  them, 
befides,  had  embraced  the  gofpel  merely  through  in- 
terefl  or  fear,  few  of  them  came,  but  in  hopes  of 
finding  an  opportunity  to  fhake  off  a  yoke,  which, 
from  day  to  day,  was  growing  more  heavy  and  in- 
fupportable.  It  is  faid,  there  came  no  lefs  than 
eight  thoufand  of  them  to  behold  this  ceremony, 
without  any  other  arms  than  their  bows  and  arrows, 
without  which,  it  was  well  known,  they  never  ap¬ 
peared  any  where.  But  they  knew,  that  thefe  arms 
alone  were  Tufficient  to  execute  their  defiuns,  as 
they  knew  the  Spaniards  were  to  appear  on  the 
occafion,  bare  fhouldered  ;  and  with  no  arms  but 
fcourges,  and  thefe  to  be  entirely  employed  on  their 
bodies.  And  now  the  proceffion  w7as  going  to  fet  out, 
when  an  Indian  woman,  fervant  to  Salazar,  who  had 
always ufed  her  with  great  kindnefs, entered  his  room; 
and,  feeing  him  ready  to  fally  forth  in  the  equipage 
of  a  flagellant,  told  him,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  that 
fne  was  heartily  concerned  to  fee  him  thus  preparing 
for  deftrudtion  •,  and,  upon  his  preffing  her  to  ex¬ 
plain  herfelf,  led  him  into  the  whole  affair.  He, 
therefore,  ran  dire&ly  to  inform  the  governor  of 
what  he  had  fo  feafonably  difcovered  ;  and  the  go¬ 
vernor  immediately  took  the  only  courfe  fuch  cri¬ 
tical  circumftances  admitted. 

He  pretended  he  had  juft  received  intelligence, 
that  the  Japiges ,  who  had  lately  declared  againft 

the 
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the  Spaniards,  were  almoft  at  the  gates  of  the  city  $ 
and,  after  difpatching  private  orders  to  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  to  arm  themfelves,  he  fent  to  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  chiefs  of  the  Indians,  to  beg  they  would  diredtly 
repair  to  his  houfe,  and  affift  him  with  their  advice. 
They  accordingly  came,  not  fufpedling  any  de- 
fign  againft  them  ;  and,  as  fail  as  they  entered,  were 
fettered  and  fhut  up  in  feparate  rooms,  till,  all  being- 
arrived,  he  acquainted  them  with  the  intelligence 
he  had  received  of  their  treacherous  defigns,  and 
condemned  them  to  be  hanged.  The  fentence  was 
immediately  executed,  in  fight  of  the  great  number 
of  Indians  affembled  about  the  city,  who,  feeing  all 
the  Spaniards  under  arms,  not  only  remained  very 
quiet,  but  publicly  acknowledged  they  had  like- 
wife  deferved  death  ;  adding,  that,  if  the  Spaniards 
would  but  pardon  them,  they  fhould  have  no  reafon 
to  repent  their  indulgence.  They  afterwards  made 
an  offer  of  wives  to  fuch  of  the  Spaniards,  as  were 
not  yet  provided  with  any  •,  and  their  offer  was  ac¬ 
cepted.  The  Indian  women,  whom  the  Spaniards 
married  on  this  occafion,  proved  fruitful,  and  toler¬ 
ably  agreeable  in  their  manners  and  behaviour  ; 
which  afterwards  induced  a  great  many  other  Spa¬ 
niards  to  contrail  alliances  of  the  lame  kind.  Some 
of  them  have  fince  married  Negreffes  •,  and  this  is 
the  reafon,  why  there  are  now  fo  many  Meztizzoes 
and  Muiottbes  in  this  part  of  America. 

As  the  Emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  receiv- 
I^°‘  ed  no  news  from  Paraguay,  and,  for  that 
reafon  could  no  longer  doubt  of  Ayolas’s  death, 
his  Majefty  began  to  think  ierioully  of  giving  it 
another  chief,  and  fuch  further  affiftance  as  it  might 
be  iuppofed  to  require.  But  the  queftion  was  to 
find  a  man  willing  to  contribute  to  the  expence 
of  a  confiderahle  armament,  after  the  difappoint- 
ments  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  had  met  with. 
Charles  V.  however,  was  not  long  at  a  lofs  for 
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one.  Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabe^a  de 
Vaca  offered  to  lay  out  on  the  occafion  eight 
thoufand  ducats,  being  all  he  was  worth  in  the 
world  *,  and  his  offer  was  immediately  accepted. 

It  is  very  furprizing,  that  a  man,  in  whom  pro¬ 
bity,  prudence,  piety,  and  the  moft  difinterefled 
zeal  for  the  true  honour  of  his  fowreign,  were  emi¬ 
nently  confpicuous,  fhould  not  have  proved  a  bleff- 
ing  to  Paraguay  ^  and  that  his  great  merit  fhould 
have  ferved  only  to  ruin  him,  and  expofe  him  to  the 
mod:  injurious  treatment.  His  virtues  had  already 
undergone  fome  very  fevere  trials,  in  a  voyage  he 
made  to  America  in  1528,  as  treafurer  to  the 
fquadron  of  Pamphile  de  Narvaez,  whofe  enterprize 
had  been  but  one  continued  iffue  of  misfortunes 
his  veffels  were  difperied  by  a  florin  •,  and,  that 
which  carried  Don  Alvarez,  having  been  wrecked 
on  the  coafl  of  New  Spain,  the  whole  crew  were 
made  flaves  by  the  natives.  But  Don  Alvarez  foon 
attracted  the  refpedl  of  thefe  barbarians,  efpecially 
by  the  great  number  of  cures  he  performed,  which 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  them,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  withheld  from  paying  him  divine  honours. 
The  Spaniards  themfeives,  on  account  of  his  ex¬ 
emplary  conduct,  confidered  many  of  thefe  cures 
as  altogether  miraculous.  Don  Alvarez,  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Spain,  maintained  the  reputation  he  had  fo 
juflly  acquired,  fa  that  the  Emperor  accepted  his 
offers  with  great  pleafure.  Plis  Majefty  appointed 
him  Adelantade  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  governor  and 
captain  general  of  that  province  ;  on  condition,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  fhould  not  affume  the  two  lafl  titles, 
till  he  had  received  certain  intelligence  of  Ayoias’s 
death,  under  whom  he  was  to  aft  merely  as  his  lieu¬ 
tenant,  in  cafe  this  governor  fhould  be  ftiil  living  *. 

In 

*  The  dignity  of  Adelantade  is  merely  civil,  and  does  not 
entitle  the  per  Ion  in  veiled  with  it  to  the  firlE  place,  but  in 
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In  the  inftruftions  which  the  Emperor  gave  Don 
Alvarez,  he  charged  him,  above  all  things,  not  to 
tolerate  any  lawyers  or  attorneys  in  his  govern¬ 
ment,  being  convinced,  he  laid,  by  experience,  that 
law-fuits  tended  greatly  to  retard  the  prog  refs  of 
colonies.  He,  next,  ordered  him  to  take  care,  that 
the  Spaniards,  who  Ihould  cultivate  the  lands  mark¬ 
ed  out  for  them  for  twenty-five  years  luccefiively, 
Ihould  be  confidered  as  the  proprietors  of  fuchi 
lands  *  •,  and  that  all  Ihould'  have  liberty  to  trade 
with  the  natives,  and  return  to  Spain,  when  they 
thought  proper.  He,  like  wife,  declared,  that  it  was 
his  intention.  Alcaldes  Ihould  be  appointed  in  every 
town  for  the  adminiftratioh  of  juftice  ;  that  no  ie tr¬ 
ier  ihould  be  profecuted  for  debt  for  the  firft  four 
years  after  his  arrival  in  the  country,  nor  pay,  during 
the  two  firft  any  import  duties,  or  any  of  the  im¬ 
ports  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Almajarif- 
fazgo  •,  that  the  privilege  of  recufation  and  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  King’s  council  Ihould  be  inviolably 
maintained ;  that  no  one  Ihould  be  hindered  from- 
having  recourfe  to  his  Majefty’s  juftice,  or  from 
writing  to  him  •,  that  in  criminal  caufes,  where  the 
accufed  appealed  to  the  council,,  the  proceedings 
prefcribed  in  that  cafe  by  the  common  law  Ihould 
take  place ;  that  in  regard  to  thole,  who  died  intef- 
tate  or  without  heirs,  the  regulations  added  to  thefe 
inftruCbions  Ihould  be  punctually  complied  with  ^ 
that  Don  Alvarez  Ihould  decide  nothing  precipi¬ 
tately,  or  without  advice  ;  and  take  care  that  the  fub~ 
akern  commanders  and  judges  afted  with  equal 
caution  *,  that  he  Ihould  not  permit  the  intereft  of 
money  to  exceed  a  caftillan  ft,  or  the  King’s  fifth  to? 

be 

the  council  for  civil  affairs,  and  the  courts  of  juftice;  fo  that, 
in  the  army,  an  Adelantade  may  aft  as  a  fubaltern  officer. 

*  This  conceftion,  if  it  may  be  called  one,  feems  better 
calculated  to  tire  the  patience  of  new  feet  lew  than,  animate 
their  induftry. 

t  Apiece  ef  gold  worth  abput  three  {hillings1. 
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be  levied  upon  any  thing  but  gold  or  filver  *3  that 
commons  for  cattle  {hould  be  every  where  laid  out * 
in  fine,  that  the  ordinary  Alcaldes  {hould  be  allowed 
to  decide  all  fuch  caufes,  as  it  was  ufual  to  carry  be- 
fore  the  tribunal  of  the  Santo,  Herman  dad 

Don  Alvarez  had  no  fooner  received  his  dis¬ 
patches,  than  he  repaired  to  Seville,  where  he  pur- 
chafed  two  fhips,  one  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  the 
other  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  with  two  caravals ; 
and  embarked  on  the  four  veffels  400  foldiers  doubly 
armed,  who  had  very  cheerfully  offered  to  follow 
his  fortunes*  From  Seville  he  repaired  with  his 
little  fleet  to  Cadiz,  and  from  thence  put  to  fea  the 
beginning  of  November.  In  nine  days  he  reached 
the  ifland  s  of  Palma,  and  waited  there  for  a  favoura¬ 
ble  wind,  till  the  26th,  when  he  fet  fail  for  the  Cape 
deVerd  Hands.  The  capitana,  or  largeft  of  his  fhips, 
though  new  from  the  flocks,  and  in  other  refpedts,  to 
all  appearance  an  excellent  veffel,  made  a  great  deal 
of  water,  during  the  paflage  by  which  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  his  proviflons  was  damaged,  and  his  men 
greatly  fatigued.  Atlafl,  however,  he  in  nineteen  days 
reached  Santiago,  one  of  the  Cape  deVerd  iflands. 

The  air  of  Santiago  is  very  unwholfome 
I^1*  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  and  generally  cau¬ 
fes  a  very  great  mortality  among  the  crews  of  fuch 
fhips  as  have  the  misfortune  of  being  obliged  to 
breathe  it ;  notwithftanding  which,  Don  Alvarez  did 
not  lofe  a  Angle  man,  during  the  five  and  twenty 
days  he  flayed  at  this  ifland.  This  was  confidered 
as  a  very  extraordinary  exemption,  and  renewed  the 
memory  of  the  prodigies  operated  by  him,  during 
his  captivity  among  the  Indians.  What  happened 
a  few  days  after,  confirmed  all  his  foldiers  and  failors 
in  their  opinion,  that  heaven  favoured  their  com¬ 
mander  in  a  fpecial  manner. 

After. 

*  This  is  a  tribunal  eftabliflied  for  the  furety  of  the  high? 
loads,  and  from  whole  fentence  there  is  no  appeal. 
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After  having  paft  the  line,  he  found,  that,  out 
of  one  hundred  calks  of  water  put  on  board  the 
Capitana,  but  three  remained  ;  and,  therefore,  or¬ 
dered  his  pilots  to  make  for  the  land.  The  fourth 
day,  before  there  was  light  enough  to.  difcern  any 
thing,  the  people  on  board  were  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  hear  a  grafhopper  fing.  A  failor,  it 
feems,  had,  unknown  to  any  body,  brought  one  of 
thefe  infedts  on  board  *,  and  this  was  the  firft  time 
of  its  being  heard.  Upon  this,  fome  of  the  crew 
affirmed,  that  they  mud  be  very  near  land,  as 
thefe  creatures  never  fail  to  fing  when  they  fmell 
it.  Don  Alvarez,  therefore,  immediately  fent  a 
failor  up  into  the  round  top,  who,  the  moment  it 
was  light,  defcried  fome  great  rocks  bordering  a 
very  high  land,  in  fight  of  which  the  fhips  con¬ 
tinued  their  courfe ;  the  grafhopper  never  fail¬ 
ing,  during  the  whole  time,  to  proclaim  the  return 
of  day,  though  it  had  been  quite  filent  at  the 
Canary,  and  Cape  de  Verd  iflands. 

After  doubling  Cape  Trio,  in  twenty-four 
degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  they  entered  the  port  of 
Cananea  5  and  arrived,  the  24th  of  March  1541,  at 
the  iiland  of  St.  Catherine,  which  Don  Alvarez 
immediately  took  poffeffion  of  for  the  crown  of 
Caftile,  treating  the  iflanders,  however,  with  great 
kindnefs,  as  alfo  the  inhabitants  of  the  oppofite 
continent,  where  he  heard  there  were  two  Friars, 
in  no  very  agreeable  cirCumfhances.  Thefe  fathers 
no  fooner  heard  of  his  arrival,  than  they  came  to 
wait  upon  him,  and  informed  him,  that  the  Indians, 
among  whom  they  had  redded,  had,  in  fadt,  a 
great  averfion  to  the  Spaniards,  and  no  great  af¬ 
fection  for  themfelves  in  particular.  Don  Alvarez, 
therefore,  promifed  to  interpofe  in  their  favour, 
and  his  good  offices  had  the  defined  fuccefs.  It  now 
began  to  appear,  that  he  was  bleffed  with  a  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  with  the  Indians,  which  never 
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failed  of  procuring  him,  even  at  the  frit  interview, 
their  efteem  and  affe&ion. 

In  the  month  of  May,  he  detached  a  caravel, 
commanded  by  the  treafurer  Philip  de  Caceres, 
for  Buenos  Ayres  *,  but  Caceres,  having  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  double  Cape  St.  Mary,  returned 
to  the  iiland  of  St.  Catherine,  where  twelve  Spa¬ 
niards  arrived  foon  after  in  an  open  boat.  They 
had  made  their  efcape  from  Buenos  Ayres,  being  no 
longer  able,  they  laid,  to  bear  the  ill  treatment  of 
thofe  who  commanded  there  •,  they  added,  that  a 
fupply  of  men  and  provifions  had  lately  arrived 
there  *,  but  that  the  famine,  notwithftan.ding,  ftill 
continued  to  rage  there  with  great  violence  ;  and 
that,  befides,  the  inhabitants,  were  conftantly  in 
danger  of  being  exterminated  by  the  neighbouring 
Indians.  They,  like  wile,  informed  Don  Alvarez, 
that  at  fix  fcore  leagues  from  the  place  where  he 
now  was,  a  town  had  been  lately  built  under 
the  name  of  the  Affumption  of  the  bleffed  virgin  ; 
from  whence  to  Cape  St.  Mary  they  reckoned,  to 
go  down  a  river  the  navigation  of  which  was  very 
dangerous,  three  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  ;  that 
they  had  received  the  moil  certain  intelligence  of 
Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  and  all  thole  who  accompani¬ 
ed  him,  having  been  murdered  by  the  Payaguas ; 
and  that  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irak  was 

confidered  as  the  author  of  their  misfortunes,  by 

*  * 

not  having  waited  for  them  at  Candlemas  Port, 
according  to  the  directions  left  with  him  by  Don 
Ayolas  y  that  the  royal  officers  harraffed  the  In¬ 
dians,  and  treated  the  Spaniards  but  little  better  y 
that  their  defign,  in  flying  from  Buenos  Ayres,. was 
to  make  the  belt  of  their  way  to  Spain,  and  inform 
the  royal  council  of  the  Indies  of  all  thefe  events  ; 
laftly,  that  Irak  had  been  acknowledged  gover¬ 
nor  general  by  the  whole  province,  and  commanded 
in  perfon,  at  the  Affumption. 


From 


OF  PARAGUAY.  67 

From  this  relation,  inconfiftent  with  what  we 
have  already  faid  of  the  evacuation  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  gave  it, 
had  been  a  long  time  abfent  from  that  place,  Don 
Alvarez  judged  his  prefence  was  abfolutely  neceffa- 
ry  at  the  Afiiimption  ;  and,  therefore,  refolved  up¬ 
on  going  there  by  the  fhorteft  road,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  his  principal  officers 
■to  perfuade  him  to  continue  with  the  fleet,  and 
touch  at  Buenos  Ayres.  He,  therefore,  ordered  the 
Factor  Peter  de  Orantes,  to  get  intelligence  of  the 
route  he  might  take  by  land  *,  and  this  officer,  after 
furveying  the  country,  reported,  that  the  firft  In¬ 
dians  he  had  met  with,  and  likewife  thofe  of  St. 
Catherine  who  accompanied  him,  informed  him, 
that  the  fhorteft  way  was  to  follow  the  river 
Habucu ,  which  fails  into  the  fea  oppolite  the 
northernmoft  point  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Catherine, 
and  about  nineteen  or  twenty  leagues  from  the 
port  where  he  now  was.  Don  Alvarez  fent  again, 
to  examine  this  route,  and,  being  again  informed 
that  it  was  very  practicable,  refolved  to  fet  out 
without  lofing  any  more  time.  He  intended  to 
have  loft  the  Friars  we  juft  mentioned,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Catherine,  to  labour  in  the  converllon  of 
the  inhabitants  and  their  neighbours  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  but  they  prefled  him  lo  much  for  leave  to 
accompany  him,  that  he  at  la  ft  thought  proper  to 
grant  their  requeft. 

The  18th  of  Odtober,  after  giving  orders  to 
Don  Pedro  Eftopinan  Cabeca  de  Vac  a,  to  fet  fail 
with  the  fquadron  for  Buenos  Ayres,  with  the  firft 
lair  wind  •,  and,  after  fending  a  party  of  his  men, 
with  fix  and  twenty  horfes  that  he  had  ftill  left,  to 
wait  for  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Habucu,  he 
took  leave  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Catherine, 
>vhom  he  loaded  with  prefents,  and  many  of  whom 
thought  proper  to  accompany  him,  both  to  ferve 
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him  as  guides,  and  take  care  he  fhould  want  no 
provifions  in  his  journey.  He  had  Hill  with  him 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  whom  he  fet  out 
on  the  8th  of  November,  to  join  thofe  he  had 
already  fent  before  him  to  the  Habucu.  After 
nineteen  days  march,  during  which  his  little  army 
were  often  obliged  to  open  themfelves  a  road  by  dint 
of  labour,  they  began  to  want  provifions.  But, 
being  now  arrived  in  a  more  populous  country, 
they  were  loon  met  by  a  great  number  of  Indians 
loaded  with  all  manner  of  fruits  and  other  pro¬ 
vifions  for  their  relief;  and  exprefling,  befides, 
the  greateft  pleafure  at  the  fight  of  the  new  go¬ 
vernor. 

These  were  the  Guaranis,  who  grew  Maiz,  of 
which  they  made  the  earth  yield  them  every  year 
two  crops  and  Manioc,  with  which  they  made 
Cafifava  bread.  They,  likewife,  reared  hogs,  geefe, 
poultry,  and  parrots.  Thefe  Guaranis  were  of  the 
fame  origin  with  thofe  who  lived  on  the  eaflern 
banks  of  the  Paraguay,  oppofite  to  the  Airump- 
tion  ;  and  both  together  form  one  of  the  moll  nu¬ 
merous  and  wide  extended  nations  of  the  whole  con- 
nent.  It  is  even  pretended,  that  they  penetrated 
as  far  as  the  Maranon  ;  that  they  rendered  them¬ 
felves  formidable  by  their  depredations,  wherever 
they  appeared  ;  and  that  it  was  on  this  fcore  they 
obtained  their  prefent  name,  which  fignifies  a  war¬ 
rior.  The  Chiriguanes ,  who  inhabit  part  of  the 
Cordilliera  of  Peru  ;  the  (Tapez*)  who  had  fettled  on 
the  frontiers  of  Brazil  *,  and  even  a  great  many  Bra¬ 
zilians  ;  and  other  nations  we  fhali  have  occalion 
to  mention  hereafter,  who  fpeak  the  Guarani  lan¬ 
guage  ;  are,  all  of  the  fame  extradiion  ;  but  all  have 
not  preferved  the  fame  difpofitions,  and  are  not 
equally  fierce,  and  fond  of  human  flefh  *,  a  dif¬ 
ference  owing  to  the  roving  or  fedentary  life  they 
lead.  Many  of  them  treat  their  priloners  of  war 

like 
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like  the  Canadians.  Moreover,  they  are  all  of  very 
narrow  intellects ;  and  the  greateft  obftacle  in 
civilizing  them  confifts  in  their  almofl  inconceiva¬ 
ble  want  of  forecaft,  their  furprifing  ravenoufnefs, 
and  mortal  averfion  to  any  kind  of  labour. 

Those,  whom  Don  Alvarez  firft  met  with,  ap¬ 
peared  tolerably  peaceable.  He  took  po hellion  of 
their  country  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  but  without 
letting  them  know  any  thing  of  the  matter ;  and 
gave  it  the  name  of  Provincia  del  Campo.  That 
he  next  entered,  and  which  he  likewife  took 

'  i 

pohehion  of,  was  pretty  much  of  the  fame  nature ; 
and  he  called  it  after  his  family,  Provincia  de  Vera  \ 
but  thefe  names  fubfift  no  longer.  The  firft  of 
December,  he  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Iguazu , 
a  great  river  which  falls  into  the  Parana,  between 
the  25th  and  26th  degrees  of  fouth  latitude  ;  and, 
on  the  third,  difcovered  another,  called  Cibogi , 
whofe  bottom  is  paved  with  ftones  fo  large,  and, 
withal  fo  well  laid,  that  one  would  be  apt  to  take 
it  for  the  work  of  art.  It  is,  moreover,  fo  very  ra¬ 
pid,  that  the  men  and  horfes  could  hardly  keep 
their  footing  •,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  tied 
together,  to  crofs  it  with  fafety. 

The  good  order  obferved  by  Don  Alvarez, 
during  his  march,  gained  him,  wherever  he  ap¬ 
peared,  the  efteem  and  affedtion  of  the  Indians. 
They,  therefore,  gave  each  other  notice  of  his  ap¬ 
proach,  and  never  failed  coming  to  meet  him  with 
provifions  ^  which  kindnefs  he  always  acknowledged 
by  paying  them  twice  the  value.  His  greateft  at¬ 
tention  was,  to  hinder  any  injury  being  offered 
them,  or  any  thing  being  done,  that  might  fcan- 
dalize  them.  He  never  permitted  any  Spaniards 
to  enter  their  villages,  except  thole  who  were  to 
buy  provifions ;  and  never  lent  on  this  errand,  but 
thofe,  whofe  difcretion  he  could  depend  upon. 
The  lead:  liberty,  that  any  Spaniard  took  with 
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them,  was  feverely  punifhed.  This  his  zeal  to 
prevent  the  Indians  being  fcandalized  or  other  wife 
injured,  made  him  foon  repent  his  having  taken 
with  him  the  two  Friars,  he  intended  to  have  left 
behind  at  St.  Catherine’s,  as  they  did  not  always 
behave  in  a  manner  fuitable  to' the  holinefs  of  their 
character. .  They  even  feparated  from  him  without 
his  knowledge  j  and  it  was  not  long  before  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  fending  to  look 
for  them  in  a  place,  where  he  was  informed  their 
bad  behaviour  had  made  their  fituation  very  dan¬ 
gerous  and  difagreeable. 

He  was  met,  fome  time  after,  by  a  Brazilian, 
named  Michael,  juft  returning  from  the  A  flump - 
tion,  whither  he  offered  to  be  his  guide.  Alvarez 
accepted  his  offer,  and  difmiffed  the  Indians  who 
had  hitherto  ferved  in  that  capacity,  with  a  hand- 
fome  reward  for  their  pains  and  fidelity.  Towards 
the  middle  of  December,  he  found  himfelf  in  the 
latitude  of  24  degrees  and,  in  a  few  days  more, 
in  a  country  covered  with  cyprefs  and  cedar  trees, 
and  others  not  known  in  Europe,  whofe  trunks 
were  all  full  of  excellent  honey  •,  particularly  pines 
of  an  extraordinary  fpecies,  being  four  or  five 
fathoms  in  circumference,  and  bearing  nuts  en~ 
clofed  in  fhells  pretty  like  chefnut  fhells,  but  no 
bigger  than  acorns.  Thefe  nuts  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  made  into  a  meal,  which  was  one  of 
their  heft  foods.  The  hogs  and  monkeys,  both  very 
common  in  this  country,  like  wife  fed  upon  them  ; 
.and  the  flelh  of  the  former  acquired  by  it  a  rnoft 
excellent  flavour.  A  little  farther,  the  Spaniards 
met  with  fields,  where  Maiz  had  been  fawn  •,  as, 
likewife  white,  yellow,  and  red  potatoes.  They 
afterwards  entered  a  mountainous  country,  the  val- 
lies  of  which  abounded  with  canes  containing  a  very 
wholefome  and  refreshing  water  j  and,  likewife, 
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worms  of  a  finger’s  thicknefs,  which,  fried  in  their  own 
fat,  appeared  to  the  Spaniards  a  moft  delicious  repafb 
Don  Alvarez,  after  this,  bent  his  march  towards 
the  Iguazu,  in  order  to  embark  there,  and  fall 
down  to  its  junction  with  the  Parana  ;  but,  being 
informed,  that  it  was  hereabouts,  the  Portuguefe 
from  Brazil,  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this 
book,  had  been  rnaffacred  by  the  Indians,  and  that 
tiiofe  inhabiting  the  banks  of  a  little  river  called 
Pequeri,  which  rifes  within  a  (mail  way  of  the 
Iguazu,  and  falls  into  the  Uruguay,  lay  in  wait  for 
him,  he  took  with  him  but  fourfcore  men,  order¬ 
ing  the  reft  to  march,  by  land,  on  both  fides  of 
the  river.  On  his  entering  the  Parana,  he  found 
both  its  fhores  guarded  by  an  army  of  Guaranis, 
with  their  bodies  painted  all  over,  and  caps  of 
feathers  on  their  heads,  who  feemed  refolved  to 
difpute  the  paffage  with  him  *,  but  he  not  only 
made  them  drop  their  arms  by  bis  engaging  be¬ 
haviour,  but  obtained  confiderable  aiTiftance  from 
them.  The  Parana,  in  this  place,  is,  about  a 
how-fhot  over,  and  very  deep  ;  notwithstanding 
which  its  rapidity  is  fo  great  as  to  produce  whirl¬ 
pools,  v/hich  render  its  navigation  very  dangerous. 
One  of  Don  Alvarez’s  canoes  was  overfet  by  one 
of  thefe  whirl-pools,  and  a  man  in  it  drowned. 
This  accident  affected  Don  Alvarez  the  more,  as 
he  had  not  as  yet  loft  a  ffngle  man  in  his  long  and 
painful  inarch  from  the  fea  to  this  river. 

Don  Alvarez,  before  he  entered  the  Parana, 
fent  to  the  AfTumption,  to  defire  the  governor  might 
lend  him  two  Brigantines  •,  and  was  fo  much  the  more 
lurprifed,  not  to  find  them  at  the  place  he  had  ap¬ 
pointed,  as  he  had  mentioned  in  his  letter,  that  a 
great  many  of  his  men  were  Tick,  and  the  reft  very 
much  fatigued.  in  this  dilemma,  therefore,  he 
embarked,  upon  rafts,  fuch  as  were  no  longer  in 
a  condition  to  proceed  by  land,  with  fifty  men  to 
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defend  them,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  attacked. 
He  then  fet  forward  himfelf  with  the  reft ;  and  was 
foon  met  by  a  Spaniard  fent  from  the  AfTump- 
tion  to  enquire,  if  it  was  really  true,  that  there 
was  a  new  governor  arrived  from  Spain  ;  for,  it 
feems,  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  could  hardly 
be  brought  to  beUeve  fo  agreeable  a  piece  of 
news. 

As  Don  Alvarez  had  fent  notice  of  his 
J5^2,  arrival,  he  was  greatly  furprifed  at  fo  fingu- 
lar  a  queftion.  He  had,  however,  command  enough 
over  himfelf,  not  to  let  any  one  know  what  he 
thought  of  the  matter.  Befides,  the  Guaranis  made 
him  more  than  amends  for  this  difrefpebtful  be¬ 
haviour  j  for,  wherever  he  came,  he  found  the 
roads  lined  with  men,  women,  and  children,  lifting 
their  hands  up  to  heaven,  to  blefs  God  for  having 
bellowed  on  them  a  governor,  whom  they,  every 
where,  heard  fo  much  good  of.  They  brought 
him  all  manner  of  proviiions,  and  even  fent  de¬ 
puties  to  compliment  him,  which  fome  performed 
in  their  own  language,  and  fome,  in  the  Spanifh. 
On  his  nearer  approach  to  the  city,  moll  of  the 
inhabitants  came  out  to  meet  him,  and  expreffed 
their  joy,  on  his  fafe  arrival,  in  terms  Efficient 
to  convince  him,  that  the  province  flood  greatly 
in  need  of  a  man,  like  him,  to  govern  it. 

At  length,  he  arrived  at  the  Affumption,  the 
eleventh  of  March,  followed  by  a  great  number  of 
officers  and  other  gentlemen,  who  came  out  to  com¬ 
pliment  him.  Irala  received  him  at  the  head  of  the 
garrifon,  attended  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  council  of  the  province.  Don  Alvarez 
then  produced  his  commiffions,  which,  being  read 
with  a  loud  voice,  Irala  faluted  him  in  quality  of 
adelantade,  governor,  and  captain  general  of  Rio^ 
de  la  Plata.  Don  Alvarez,  on  his  fide,  confirmed 
Irala,  in  his  poll  of  king’s  lieutenant  ^  and  all  the 
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officers  of  juftice,  in  theirs  ;  and  every  thing  pafled, 
in  appearance,  to  the  greateft  fatisfadtion  of  all  par¬ 
ties.  But  the  fincerelt  joy  feemed  to  be  that  of  the 
army,  and  the  common  people.  The  Spaniards* 
whom  Don  Alvarez  had  left  to  follow  him  on  rafts,  - 
did  not  arrive  in  lefs  than  a  month  after  him.  They 
were  attacked  by  fome  Indians,  who  attempted, 
with  long  poles  armed  with  hooks,  to  draw  the 
rafts  afhore,  and  would,  perhaps,  have  fucceeded 
in  the  attempt,  if  a  chriftian  Cacique  had  not  come 
to  the  affiftance  of  the  travellers,  with  all  his  war¬ 
riors.  The  Barbarians,  however,  wounded  fome 
of  the  Spaniards,  but  the  Cacique  had  their  wounds 
very  well  drefc,  and  took  them  home  for  fome 
days,  fo  that  they  all  arrived  in  pretty  good  health 
and  condition. 

The  fate  of  thefe  travellers  added  new  luilre  to 
the  prudent  conduct  of  the  governor.  It  was 
deemed  an  incontefiable  mark  of  his  fuperior  me¬ 
rit,  and  of  his  enjoying  the  fpecial  protection  of 
heaven,  that,  after  traverfing  fo  great  an  extent  of 
country  inhabited  by  Barbarians,  without  meeting 
with  any,  but  the  moft  refpedtful  and  affe&ionate 
treatment,  he  had  no  fooner  feparated  from  part 
of  his  men,  than  thofe,  who  ceafed  to  have  him  at 
their  head,  began  to  find,  in  the  fame  Indians,  the 
moft  furious  and  inveterate  enemies.  But  many  of 
thofe,  who  could  not  help  allowing  the  juflnefs  of 
thefe  refiedtions,  took  no  pains  to  benefit  by  his 
example;  chufing  toconfideras  a  miracle,  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  Indians  behaved  to  him,  rather 
than  allow  it  to  be  the  natural  confequence  of  vir¬ 
tues,  which  they  were  no  way  difpofed  to  imitate. 
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BOOK  II. 

Zeal -of  Don  Alvarez  to  re-eft ablijh  Buenos  Ayres,  which 
his  predecejjor  had  abandoned ,  and  to  civilize  and 
convert  the  Indians ,  many  of  whom ,  particularly  the 
Guaycurus ,  notwithstanding  his  great  moderation , 
he  is  obliged  to  bring  to  reafon  by  force  of  arms . 
Account  of  the  Guaycurus  and  their  country .  yf 
confpiracy  againft  Don  Alvarez  ;  defeated.  Expe¬ 
ditions  up  the  Paraguay  and  the  rivers  falling 
into  it ,  Ly  /V772  and  his  officers.  Curious  particulars 
of  the  countries  vijited  by  them ,  the  neighbour¬ 

ing  countries ;  efpecially  a  rich  country ,  greatly  re- 
fembling  that  fo  much  talked  of  under  the  name  of 
Del  Dorado.  Another  confpiracy  againft  Don  Al¬ 
varez.  He  is  confined  ;  fent  to  Spain  ;  and,  at 
lengthy  acquitted  of  the  charges  brought  againft  him 
by  the  confpirators.  Don  Dominick  Martinez  de 
Praia ,  declared  governor  by  them  ;  undieriaA.es  ano¬ 
ther  expedition  up  the  Paraguay.  Revolution  at 
the  Affumption  during  his  abfence. 


ON  ALVAREZ  heard  nothing  of  the  evacu¬ 
ation  of  Buenos  Avres,  till  his  arrival  at  the 
Aifumption  ;  when,  his  firftcare,  was  to  take  proper 
meafures  for  its  reeftablifhment.  Lie  immediately 
fent  two  brigantines  there;  and,  loon  after,  twoothers. 


and  omitted  nothing,  to  put  in  a  good  ftate  of  de¬ 
fence,  a  place,  whofe  importance  he  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with.  Lie  zealoufly  applied  himfelf 
to  gain  the  a  Be  Lions  of  the  neighbouring  Indians  ; 

and 
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and,  being  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  belt  way  to 
inlure  fuccefs  to  an  attempt  of  this  nature,  and  to 
attach  them  inviolably  to  the  Spaniards,  was  to 
unite  them  together,  in  the  bonds  of  one  religion 
he  made  their  con verfion  the  principal  object  of 
his  attention.  The  fifft  ftep  he  took  for  this  pur- 
pole  was  to  affemble  all  the  regular  and  fecular 
clergy  of  the  AfTumption,  in  order  to  acquaint  them, 
in  the  Emperor’s  name,  that  his  Majefty  charged 
their  confidences  with  every  thing  relating  to  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  in  thefe  dark  countries ; 
he  then  diftributed  amongft  them  facred  veffels  and 
ornaments  for  the  .altar,  of  which  he  had  made  an 
ample  pro  viilon-,  and  concluded  by  giving  them  his 
word,  that  he  would  fupport  them,  with  all  his  au¬ 
thority,  in  the  fundlions  of  their  miniftry  ;  and  let 
them  want  for  nothing,  when  the  worfhip  of  God 
required  his  affiftance. 

Great  complaints  had  been  made  to  him,  that 
the  officers  of  the  revenue,  under  pretence  of 
levying  the  Emperor’s  duties,  treated  the  Natives 
very  cruelly.  To  remedy  this  abufe,  he  affiembied 
the  men  of  greateft  note  in  his  government,  as 
well  thole  of  the  regular  and  fecular  clergy,  as 
thofe  of  the  garrifon  and  the  revenue,  and  with 
them  the  Caciques  of  the  Guaranis,  and  their  mil- 
fionaries  •,  and  acquainted  them,  that  it  was  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  intention,  the  Indians  fhould  fliew  the  great- 
eft  refpedt  to  thole,  who,  in  order  to  teach  them  the 
way  to  heaven,  had* been  charitable  enough  to  ba- 
nilh  themfelves  from  their  native  country,  and  fub- 
mit  to  live  among  them  ;  that,  as  this  great  prince 
had  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  make  them 
happy  during  this  life,  and  to  fecure  to  them  everiaft- 
ing  bids  in  the  next,  he  had  given  him  the  ftridteft 
orders  to  fee  that  they  were  well  ufed  by  all  thofe 
they  had  to  do  with  •,  and  that  he  was  refolved,  to 
pay  the  moft  punctual  obedience  to  his  Majefty  \s  in¬ 
tentions 
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•tendons  in  this  refpedt  ;  but  that  he  expedled,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  they  fhould  behave  to  the 
Spaniards,  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  renounce  the 
cuftom,  which  he,  with  the  greateft  horror,  heard 
they  were  given  to,  of  feeding  upon  human 
fiefh.  The  I  ndians,  upon  this,  allured  him,  that 
they  fhould  cheerfully  obey  his  orders ;  and  all  with¬ 
drew,  penetrated  with  refpetft,  and  equally  charmed 
with  his  promifes,  and  his  gracious  manner  of 
making  them. 

Don  Alvarez,  in  the  next  place,  applied  himfelf 
to  reprefs  the  infolence  of  fome  Indian  nations,  who 
were  conftantly  committing  hoftilities  againft  the 
Spaniards.  He  began  by  the  Agazes,  or  Algazes, 
who  lived  to  the  eaft  of  Paraguay,  above  the  Affump- 
tion.  '  Thefe  Barbarians,  who  had  ever  been  the 
declared  enemies  of  the  Guaranis,  were  of  the  tailed 
ftature,  of  a  very  treacherous  difpofition,  to  the  lafh 
degree  fierce  and  inhuman,  and  great  robbers. 
The  Spaniards,  before  the  arrival  of  Don  Alvarez, 
had  made  war  againft  them  with  fome  fuccefs,  and 
had  obliged  them  to  fue  for  peace,  which,  the  Aga¬ 
zes,  however,  were  refolved  to  obferve,  only  till 
an  opportunity  offered  of  breaking  it  to  advantage  ; 
and,  they  had,  even  already,  began  to  renew  their 
incurfions.  But  they  no  fooner  heard  of  the  arrival 
of  a  new  governor,  with  a  firefin  body  of  troops,  than 
they  fent  him  a  deputation  of  three  of  their  Ca¬ 
ciques,  to  promife  him  the  moft  perfect  and  unlff 
mited  obedience.  The  firft  of  the  deputies  added, 
that  itwas  not  his  nation,  that  had  lenewed  the  war, 
but  fome  lawlels  young  men,  who  had  been  fe- 
verely  punifhed  for  their  infolence.  Don  Alvarez 
thought  proper  to  appear  fatisfied  with  this  apology, 
and  received  their  countrymen  into  favour  ;  but  on 
Condition,  that  they  would  no  longer  mqleft  the 
Guaranis,  or  any  other  of  the  Emperor’s  vaftals, 
threatening,  that,  in  cafe  they  did,  he  would  not,  for 
the  future,  ihew  them  the  lead  mercy. 


The 
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The  governor,  though  thus  intent  on  feeuring 
the  peace  of  his  province  againft  its  Indian  ene¬ 
mies,  did  not  forget  the  heavy  complaints  he  had 
received  of  the  revenue  officers,  who  excifed  every 
thing,  and  thereby  reduced  a  great  number  of  fa¬ 
milies  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that  many  of  them  had 
nothing  left  to  purchafe  the  molt  ordinary  cloathing. 
He  began,  by  lupplying  the  moil  indigent,  with 
what  they  wanted,  at  his  own  expence.  He, 
next,  fuppreffed  fuch  taxes  as  the  officers  had  efta- 
bliffied,  without  a  fufficient  authority  for  fo  doing  * 
and  being  informed,  that  thefe  men  began  to  cabal 
againft  him,  he  ordered  them  to  be  confined*  ./and 
profecuted  according  to  law. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Guaranis  and  fome  other 
nations,  who  had  fubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  made 
heavy  complaints  to  him,  of  the  Guay  cur  us.  But, 
though  he  liftened  to  them,  with  a  great  deal  of 
goodnefs,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  examine  if 
their  complaints  were  well  grounded,  before  he  took 
any  ftep  to  redrefs  them ;  he,  therefore,  charged 
the  two  ecclefiafticks,  and  the  two  religious  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  St.  Catharine’s,  to  enquire 
into  the  matter  ^  and,  their  report  agreeing  with 
the  complaints  of  his  Allies,  he  fent  back  the 
two  ecclefiafticks,  v/ith  fifty  folders,  to  tell  the 
Guaycurus,  in  his  name,  that  he  was  very  well  dift 
pofed  to  live  in  peace  with  them,  and  even  receive 
them  among  the  number  of  his  friends,  provided 
they  would  acknowledge  themfelves  vaftals  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  and  not  moleft  thofe  Indians,  who 
bad  done  fo  already  v  otherwife,  he  would  let  them 
fee,  that  he  did  not  want  force  fufficient  to  exaCt 
their  compliance. 

He  even  ordered  his  deputies  to  fummon  them 
three  times,  in  this  manner  •,  but  the  Barbarians  did 
not  give  them  an  opportunity  of  complying  with 
his  directions.  After  anfwering  the  firft  part  of 

his 
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his  meffage,  by  declaring,  that  they  never  would 
acknowledge  the  king  of  Spain  for  their  fovereign  ; 
and  that  they  were  firmly  refolved  to  continue 
their  hoftilities  ;  they  defired  the  deputies  to  with¬ 
draw,  and  even  difcharged  fome  arrows  at 
them,  by  which  federal  foldiers  v/ere  wounded. 
Don  Alvarez  thought  it  his  duty,  not  to  fuffer  fo 
much  inlblence  to  go  unpunifhed  ;  and  the  12th 
of  July,  1542,  he  embarked  upon  two  brigan¬ 
tines,  with  four  hundred  Spaniards,  followed  by 
ten  thoufand  Guaranis  on  two  hundred  rafts,  for 
the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river.  The  14th,  all  the 
troops  were  landed,  and  the  governor  fent  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  Guaranis,  to  know  how  the  Guaycurus. 
were  ported.  The  Guaranis  reported,  that  they 
were  marching  back  to  their  towns,  with  all  their 
families,  hunting  by  the  way,  according  to  cuftom, 
fo  that  they  retreated  but  very  flowly.  Upon  this 
Don  Alvarez  gave  orders  to  purfue  them  ;  and  not 
to  difcharge  any  of  their  great  or  fmali  arms,  or 
light  any  fires  in  the  night  time  during  the  purfuit. 

The  15th,  the  allies  began  their  march,  in  the 
following  order.  A  proper  number  of  fcouts,  pre¬ 
ceded  the  main  body,  in  order  to  make  ufeful  dif- 
coveries  ;  and,  by  night,  fpies  were  fent  out,  to 
examine  where  the  enemy  encamped.  The  Gua¬ 
ranis  formed  a  battalion,  whofe  front  extended  a 
whole  league.  They  all  wore  caps  made  of  fea¬ 
thers  ;  and,  on  their  foreheads,  plates  of  a  certain 
kind  of  metal,  which,  when  the  fun  ilione  upon  it, 
call:  a  great  luftre.  The  Spanifh  cavalry  appeared 
next,  at  a  little  diftance,  followed  by  the  governor, 
at  the  head  of  the  infantry.  The  march  was  clofed 
by  carts  full  of  Indian  women,  and  the  neceflary 
Itores.  About  the  middle  of  the  firft  day’s  march, 
a  fpy,  belonging  to  the  Guaycurus,  came  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  governor,  that  the  Guaranis  had  con- 
fpired  to  withdraw  themfelves  }  and  this  intelli¬ 
gence. 


OF  PARAGUAY.  79 

gence,  whofe  author  the  Spaniards  did  not  know 
to  be  what  he  really  was,  gave  them  fome  uneaii- 
nefs.  Don  Alvarez,  however,  thought  proper  not 
to  let  the  Guaranis  know  any  thing  of  the  matter  5 
and,  as  the  moon  (hone  very  bright.,  continued  his 
march  after  night-fall,  having  firft  given  the  Spani¬ 
ards  orders  to  keep  their  matches  lighted,  and  their 
arms  in  readinefs  aga-infl  the  frit  notice.  . 

.When  they  had  marched  for  fome  time  in  this 
manner,  they  arrived  at  a  Small,  but  very  thick, 
wood,  where  the  governor  thought  proper  they 
fliould  halt  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  But 
the  Guaranis  had  fcarce  entered  it,  when  a  tyger, 
getting  among  them,  caufed  fome  diforder  in  their 
battalion.  The  Spaniards,  who,  in  confequenee  of 
the  falfe  notice  they  had  received  the  day  before 
concerning  thefe  Indians,  entertained  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  lufpicions  of  their  fidelity,  took  it  into  their 
heads,  that  they  were  now  preparing  to  withdraw* 
or  even  attack  them.  They,  therefore,  immediately 
fired  upon  the  body  they  formed,  and  wounded 
fome  of  them.  Upon  this,  the  Guaranis  all  took 
to  their  heels,  to  gain  a  mountain  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  j  and,  that  very  moment,  as  the  Spaniards 
Hill  continued  to  fire,  two  balls  grazed  the  cheek 
of  Don  Alvarez,  who  had  kept  forward  in  order 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  diforder.  His  fecrelary  tells 
us  in  his  Memoirs,  that  this  fliot  had  been  levelled 
at  him  by  fome  one  or  another,  defirous. of  doing 
pleafure  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Iraki,  who 
could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  a  fu Saltern 
in  a  province,  where  he  had  commanded  in  "chief  \ 
and,  unhappily  for  this  officers  character,  his  Sub¬ 
sequent  behaviour  has  given  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  believe,  that  his  ruling  paffion  was  to 
have  no  Superior,  and  that  he  was  no  way  Scrupu¬ 
lous  in  the  choice  of  means  to  make  himfelf  inde¬ 
pendent.  It  has  even  been  the  opinion  of  fevei 
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that  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  fell  a  facrifice  to  his 
ambition. 

Don  Alvarez,  however,  continued  to  follow 
the  Guaranis  to  the  top  of  the  mou  ntain,  where, 
on  his  firft  appearance,  they  all  immediately  ga¬ 
thered  about  him.  He  then  let  them  right,  by 
telling  them,  that  the  Spaniards,  on  feeing  them  in 
motion,  thought  they  were  going  to  deiert  them. 
The  Guaranis  anfwered,  that,  on  their  lides,  they 
imagined  the  Guaycuras  were  coming  to  fall  upon 
them,  and  that,  in  gaining  the  mountain,  they  had 
nothing  in  view,  but  to  take  poiTeflion  of  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  poll  to  defend  themfelves.  Don  Alva¬ 
rez  then  addrefted  himfelf  to  the  Spaniards,  ftridi- 
ly  commanding  them  not  to  give  the  Guaranis  the 
lead:  caufe  of  fufpicion  or  complaint ;  taking  no¬ 
tice,  that,  if  fo  numerous  a  nation  Ihould  declare 
againft  them,  they  would  never  be  able  to  maintain 
their  ground  at  the  Affumption,  as  the  Guaranis 
could  eafily  unite  with  the  Guaycurus  to  drive 
them  out  of  it.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  ordered 
the  cavalry  to  march  firft  ;  and,  in  this  order,  pro¬ 
ceeded  till  two  hours  after  night-fall,  when,  the 
whole  army  halted  a  fecond  time  to  take  fome  reft 
and  refrefhment ;  after  which  they  fet  out  again, 
about  eleven,  in  the  greateft  lilence. 

Some  time  after,  one  of  the  governor’s  fpies 
came  to  inform  him,  that  he  had  left  the  Guaycurus 
building  themfelves  huts.  This  intelligence  gave 
Don  Alvarez  the  more  pleafure,  as  he  was  afraid 
the  vollies  of  ftnall  arms  fired  in  the  beginning  of 
the  night  had  been  heard  by  thele  barbarians,  and 
made  them  haften  their  retreat.  However,  he  or- 
’  dered  his  troops  to  march  but  llowly,  in  order  to 
arrive  by  day  break  within  fight  of  the  enemy.  He 
then  diftributed  little  croffes  among  the  Guaranis, 
which  he  defxred  them  to  wear  on  their  breads  or 
fnoulders,  that  the  Spaniards  might  diftinguilh 
,  >  y  them 
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them  during  the  engagement ,  ordered  hay  to  be 
put  into  the  horfes  mouths  to  prevent  their  neigh¬ 
ing  ;  and  directed  the  Guaranis  to  inveft  the 
Guaycurus,  except  for  a  imall  fpace  towards  the 
mountains,  not  chufing  to  reduce  them  to  defpair, 
as  he  knew  they  would,  in  that  cafe,  fell  their  lives 
at  a  very  dear  rate. 

The  Spaniards  and  Guaranis  foon  after  got  with¬ 
in  hearing  of  the  enemies  drums,  to  the  found  of 
which  thefe  barbarians  cried  out  with  all  their 
might  •,  that  they  defied  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
to  come  and  attack  them  ;  that  their  numbers  were 
but  few,  but  that  they  were  the  braved  men  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  ;  the  lords  of  all  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  of  all  animals.  It  is  cudomary  with 
them,  to  fing  in  this  manner  every  night,  when 
they  happen  to  be  at  war,  and  think  the  enemy  at 
no  fmall  didance  from  them.  At  day- break,  they 
quitted  their  carnp,  and  laid  themfelves  flat  on  the 
ground  ^  but  the  next  moment  perceived  the  army 
of  the  chriftians,  At  this  unexpected  fight,  they 
immediately  began  to  cry  out,  “  Who  are  you, 
that  thus  dare  to  approach  us  ?  “  And  the  Guaranis 
having  anfwered  them,  in  their  own  language,  that 
they  were  come  to  revenge  the  death  of  the  In¬ 
dians  they  had  maflacred.”  “  Draw  near  then,  re¬ 
plied  the  Guaycurus,  we  Will  ferve  you  in  the  fame 
manner  f  ’  and  at  the  fame  time,  darted  fire-brands 
in  the  faces  of  the  chriftians.  Then  running  to 
their  huts  for  their  bov/s  and  arrows,  they  fell 
upon  Don  Alvarez’s  forces  with  fo  much  fury,  that 
the  Guaranis  at  lad  began  to  give  way. 

The  governor,  upon  this,  having  commanded. 
Don  Pedro  de  Barba  to  give  the  Guaycurus  a  dif- 
eharge  from  his  artillery*,  and  Don  juan  de  Salazar 
to  advance  with  ti;ie  infantry,  which  he  himfelf 
drew  out  in  order  of  battle,  ordered  the  charge  to 
be  founded  with  the  ufual  cry  of  Santiago.  He* 
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himfelf  was  to  be  feen  every  where  among  the  fore-* 
mod,  flopping  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  cover 
him  from  the  enemy  and  this  undaunted  be¬ 
haviour  of  his,  along  with  the  fight  of  the  horfes, 
which  the  Guaycurus  were  utterly  unacquainted 
with,  caufed  fo  great  conilernation  among  them, 
that,  after  fetting  fire  to  their  cabins,  they  fled 
with  the  utmoff  precipitation  to  the  mountain, 
through  the  opening  that  had  purpofely  been  left  for 
them.  Their  number  amounted  to  four  thoufand. 
Some  Spaniards  having  advanced  too  hafcily,  while 
the  cabins  were  on  fire,  two  of  them  were  killed  ; 
and  the  Guaycurus  cut  off  their  heads,  after  treat¬ 
ing,  in  the  fame  manner,  two  Guaranis  whom  they 
had  taken  prifoners  in  the  beginning  of  the  engage¬ 
ment.  Don  Alvarez  purfued  the  runaways  for 
fome  time.  During  the  purfuit,  one  of  them  faced 
about ;  faflened  upon  the  neck  of  a  trooper's  horfe, 
who  rode  by  the  fide  of  Don  Alvarez  *,  and  never 
let  go  his  hold,  till  he  was  killed  ;  as  were  a  great 
many  others.  The  governor,  at  length,  ordered 
a  retreat  to  be  founded  ;  and,  after  a  fhort  repofe, 
inarched  back  with  all  his  army  towards  the  Af- 
fumption. 

Don  Alvarez  foon  perceived,  that  he  had  a 
party  of  Guaycurus  at  his  heels  ^  for  thofe  Indians, 
knowing  it  was  cutlomary  with  the  Guaranis  to  re¬ 
treat,  without  looking  behind  them,  as  foon  as 
they  carried  off  but  an  arrow  or  any  fuch  flight 
thing  from  an  enemy,  and  ramble  different  ways, 
were  in  hopes  of  picking  up  fome  of  them  by  this 
means.  But  the  governor,  though  with  a  great 
deal  of  pains,  obliged  the  Guaranis  to  march  in 
a  body,  and  in  good  order,  till  they  were  got  quite 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards 
made  about  four  hundred  prifoners  of  both  fexes, 
and  all  ages,  on  this  occafion  and,  when  there 
no  longer  appeared  any  enemies  behind  them, 
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broke  up  and  hunted  all  the  reft  of  the  way  home, 
lb  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  Affumption  loaded 
with  every  fort  of  game,  that  the  country  afforded. 

Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza,  whom  the  gover¬ 
nor  had  left  to  command  there  during  his  abfence, 
informed  him  at  his  return,  that  feveral  Indian 
nations,  alarmed  by  the  war  he  had  declared 
againft  the  Guayciirus,  had  fent  deputies  to  know, 
if  he  would  receive  them  as  friends ;  in  which  cafe 
they  even  offered  to  join  the  Spaniards  againft  all 
their  enemies ;  but  that  thefe  deputations  appeared 
fufpicious  to  him  •,  and  that  he  even  imagined  the 
fale  defign  of  them  was  to  difcover,  if  it  was  poflible, 
to  furprize  the  place,  while  the  greateft  part  of  the 
garrifon  was  abfent ;  which  determined  him  to 
detain  the  deputies.  Don  Alvarez,  upon  this, 
caufed  them  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence ;  and, 
not  finding  Don  Mendoza’s  ftifpicions  fufficiently 
grounded,  treated  them  all  with  a  great  deal  of 
kindnefs ;  and  difmiffed  them  loaded  with  prefects 
to  acquaint  their  caciques,  that  he  was  very  willing 
to  receive,  as  friends  and  vaifals  to  the  Emperor, 
all  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  live  in  peace  with 
his  allies. 

This  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  A  gazes,  of  whom 
Mendoza  made  heavy  complaints  to  Don  Alvares* 
Thefe  traitors,  on  a  ftippofition  that  the  town  had 
been  left  in  a  defencelefs  condition,  had  gathered 
about  it,  the  very  firft  night  after  the  army’s  fetting 
out  •,  and,  though  they  retreated  on  finding  their 
intentions  difeovered,  had  communed,  in  their  way 
home,  meat  diforders  in  the  villages  of  the  Guara- 

7  o  o 

ms.  Don  Alvarez,  incenfed  at  this  behaviour,  or¬ 
dered  the  hoftages,  which  they  had  given  him  on 
his  granting  them  a  peace,  to  be  hanged  ^  but 
deferred  till  another  time  to  punifli  them  perfonal- 
ly  for  this  breach  of  their  promife.  The  Tapuruez 
or  Itdpuruez ,  a  roving  un fettled  people,  in  the 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Gu  aye  unis,  who  had  hither¬ 
to  been  very  troublefome  to  the  Spaniards,  behaved 
with  more  diferetion:  they  came  in  of  themfelves  to 
foe  for  peace  ;  accepted  it  on  Don  Alvarez’s  own 
conditions  1  and  have  ever  fmee  inviolably  obferved 
them. 

As  the  late  defeat  of  the  Guaycurus  had  not 
fufficiently  terrified  that  fierce  and  numerous  na¬ 
tion,  to  leave  the  Spaniards  any  great  hopes,  that 
they  would  not,  on  the  firft  favourable  opportunity, 
recommence  hoftilities  *,  Don  Alvarez  refolved, 
once  for  all,  to  prevent  any  future  uneafinefs  from 
that  quarter.  But,  as  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to 
make  him  defpair  of  gaining,  by  fair  means,  thofe 
efpecially,  whom  he  had  convinced  it  was  in  his 
power  to  reduce  by  force  ;  he  thought  proper 
not  to  employ  the  laft,  till  the  firft  fhould  prove 
ineffectual.  He,  therefore,  began  by  taking 
from  the  Guaranis  fuch  of  the  Guayeurus  as  had 
fallen  into  their  hands,  after  declaring  to  both; 
that  it  was  the  Emperor’s  intention,  that  the  pri~ 
foners  of  war  fhould  not  be  treated  as  Oaves  *,  and 
added,  that  he  would  feverely  punifh  whoever  dif* 
obeyed  his  Majefty  in  this  refpeet.  Having,  after 
this,  call  his  eyes  upon  one  of  the  prifoners  that 
had  been  brought  before  him,  and  whole  figure 
and  countenance  ipoke  greatly  in  his  favour,  he 
ordered  him  to  return  home,  and  let  his  country¬ 
men  know,mhat  he  was  ftill  ready  to  receive  them 
into  the  number  of  his  friends,  on  the  terms  he 
had  at  firfi  propofed  to  them.  This  man  executed 
his  commiflion  fb  well,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
his  village  fet  out  along  with  him  for  the  A  flump- 
lion.  As  foon  as  they  made  their  appearance  on 
the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river,  Don  Alvarez  fent 
canoes  to  ferry  them  over;  and  twenty  of  their 
principal  men  immediately  embarked,  in  order  to 
wait  upon  him.  Having  received  them  in  a  very 
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friendly  manner,  he  was  told  by  one  among  them, 
who  was  commiffioned  to  lpeak  for  the  reft,  that 
his  nation  had  made  war  upon  every  other  nation, 
and  fubdued  them  all  j  but  that  they  now  found 
the  Spaniards  to  be  braver  than  themfelves,  and 
had,  therefore,  fent  him  to  deliver  up  their  arms  ^ 
that  the  governor  might  give  them  what  orders 
he  pleafed,  and  that  they  fhould  chearfully  obey 
them.  The  ambaifador  added,  that  the  Guaranis 
had  never  dared  to  attack  them  alone ;  but  that, 
notwithftanding,  they  were  willing  to  live  in  peace 
with  them  for  the  future,  on  the  governor’s  ac¬ 
count.  .  ~ 

Don  Alvarez  made  anfwer,  that  he  was  come 
into  the  country  to  prevail  on  the  inhabitants  to 
embrace  the  only  religion  that  was  true,  and  yield 
homage  to  the  Emperor  •,  and  to  eftablifn  a  Jailing 
peace  among  the  feveral  nations,  into  which  they 
were  divided ;  that,  if  they  would  but  promife 
him  never  to  difturb  the  peace,  they  might  be  fure 
to  obtain  from  him  all  the  favour  and  protection, 
they  could  wiih  for  ^  and  that  he  would  reftore 
them  all  the  prifoners  he  and  his  allies  had  taken 
from  them  in  the  late  engagement.  Fie  even  de~ 
livered  them,  on  the  fpot,  all  thofe  that  were  to 
be  found  at  the  Aftumption  ;  which  made  fu.ch  an 
impreftion  upon  them,  that  they  immediately  fwore 
inviolable  allegiance  to  the  Emperor.  He  then 
made  them  a  great  many  prefents,  and  difmifted 
them  highly  pleafed  with  his  difcourfe,  but  more 
with  his  behaviour.  As  we  fhall  be  often  obliged 
to  fpeak  again  of  this  nation,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  making  the  reader 
properly  acquainted  with  it.  He  may  judge,  by 
what  I  am  about  to  fay  of  them,  how  neceffary  it 
was  for  the  fucceffors  of  Don  Alvarez  to  follow 
his  example  in  dealing  with  the  natives  of  this  vail 
continent. 
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I  said  that  the  Guaycurus  were  a  numerous 
nation  ;  but  it  is  only  in  companion  with  moil  of 
thofe,  who  inhabit  this  part  of  the  continent  of 
America  •,  for  they  are  very  far  from  being  fo  in 
proportion  to  the  vail  trade  of  land  occupied  by 
them.  It  is  true,  that  a  great  deal  of  their  coun¬ 
try  is  almoil  uninhabitable,  being  full  of  marfhes 
when  the  rivers  overflow,  and  fo  dry  and  parched 
up  at  other  feafons  of  the  year,  that  the  ground  is 
every  where  full  of  great  clefts  and  crevices  *?  and 
the  inhabitants,  to  avoid  perifhing  with  third,  are 
obliged  to  take  poll  in  the  neighbourhood  of  feme' 
other  marfhes  which  never  dry,  and  whofe  waters 
are  very  foul  and  turbid.  The  Guaycurus  form 
three  tribes  j  all  of  them,  a  cruel,  fierce,  in  trada¬ 
ble  people,  and  very  trauhlefome  neighbours  to  the 
province  of  Paraguay,  whofe  inhabitants  often  lee 
their  country  fettlemcnts  full  of  them,  when  they 
think  them  at  the  greeted  didance  ;  nay,  they  have 
often  the  affurance  to  offer  to  fale  in. one  place  what 
they  have  carried  off  from  another.  Drunkenefs 
prevails  among  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  aimed 
deftroy  all  the  hopes  the  miffionanes  might  other- 
wife  entertain  of  being  able  to  civilize  them. 
They  generally  go  quite  naked,  except  the  wo¬ 
men,  who  wear  a  covering  from  the  wade  down 
to  the  calf  of  the  leer.  When  the  weather  is  verv 
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cold,  which  feldom  happens  in  their  country,  they 
all  wear  fhort  cloaks,  with  large  caps  made  of  fkin, 
which  they  are  always  very  ready  to  exchange  with 
the  Spaniards  for  wine  or  any  other  dronger  liquor,. 
They  paint  their  bodies  more  or  Iefs,  according  to 
their  age,  and  their  rank  in  the  army.  The  mi- 
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nute  a  child  comes  into  the  world,  they  bore  its 
ears  to  hang  to  them  ibme  baubles }  and,  as  fad  as 
the  hairs  appear,  pull  them  all  out  by  the  roots, 
except  enough  to  form  a  tuft  on  the  crown  *of  the 
head,  and  two  crowns,  of  which  this  tuft  is  the 

center. 


OF  P  A  R  A  G  U  A  Y.  87 

center.  But  this  ornament  is  peculiar  to  the  males  ; 
for  they  do  not  leave  a  fingle  hair  on  the  heads  of 
the  girls.  The  boys  are  painted  black  till  the  age 
of  fourteen  ;  and,  afterwards,  red,  till  iixteen,  when 
they  obtain  a  bracelet,  which  they  wear  a  little 
above  the  navel,  a  belt,  and  a  net  work  cap 
for  their  hair.  Till  this  ceremony  they  are  kept 
under  great  fubjedtion,  and  any  one  may  lay  what 
commands  he  pleafes  upon  them  It  is  cuftom* 
ary  to  prick  them  early  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
body  ;  and,  though  this  operation,  in  the  manner 
they  perform  it,  is  extremely  painful  ^  children 
but  four  or  five  years  old  have  been  feen  to  apply 
for  it  very  earnefbly,  and  endure  it  with  the  greateft 
coniiancy. 

Before  they  give  their  children  a  name,  they 
bore  their  lower  lip  to  hang  to  it  fome  trinket  or 
other,  which  they  cal \Albata.  This  ceremony  is  per¬ 
formed  by  their  juglers,  or  old  warriors.  If  there  is 
any  ornament  in  this,  it  is  an  ornament  fit  only  for 
barbarians  ;  but  I  am  more  inclined  to  think, 
they  do  it  to  appear  more  terrible  ;  and  it  cer¬ 
tainly  asiwers  this  purpofe  ,  for,  what  with  the 
different  colours,  with  which  they  daub  them- 
felves  ;  their  almoft  total  want  of  hair  on  their 
heads  ^  and  the  odd  form  of  what  they  keep  ; 
their  want  of  eyelaihes,  which  they  fay  they  take 
off  in  order  to  fee  the  better  •,  their  numerous  or¬ 
naments  of  glafs,  (hells,  and  metals,  which  they 
hang  to  their  bells,  and  the  jingle  of  which  may 
be  heard  at  a  confiderable  diflance  •,  their  ears  and 
their  lips  bored  and  loaded  with  imaginary  jewels  ^ 
they  make  a  moil  frightful  figure,  and  fuch 
as  Grangers  can  fcarce  ever  acculfom  themfeives 
to. 

By  the  fubjedtion,  under  which  they  keep  their 
children,  the  boys  are  early  enured  to  war,  and  the 
girls  to  labour  }  but,  on  this  occafior\5  the  laws  of 
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nature,  and  the  didates  ofreafon,  are  utterly  differ 
garded.  They  take  no  pains  to  form  their  heads 
or  their  hearts,  or  infpire  them  with  the  lead  re-* 
fped  or  attachment  to  thofe,  from  whom  they  re¬ 
ceived  their  beings  ^  nay,  they  often  have  the  info- 
lence,  when  ftrong  enough,  to  ftrike  their  parents, 
without  having  any  thing  to  fear  from  the  laws  of 
their  country.  Their  villages  are  but  a  kind  of 
fpacious  barns,  divided,  by  partitions,  into  three 
great  rooms  or  halls,  and  covered  with  a  roof, 
barely  diffident  to  fcr.ee n  them  from  the  heat  of 
the  fun  }  for  the  lead  puff  of  wind  is  fufficient 
to  carry  it  away.  The  Cacique  occupies  the  middle 
divifion,  with  his  family  and  his  officers.  Here 
likewife,  all  the  arms' of  his  fuhjedbs,  are  condantly 
depofited.  The  ffibjeds  live  on  both  fides, 
where  all  the  furniture  appears,  one  thing  a  top  of 
another,  in  the  mod  difcrderly  manner.  The  Ca¬ 
cique,  whofe  dignity  is  hereditary,  receives  great  ho¬ 
nours  from  his  fubjeds,  who  acknowledge  in  him  an 
unlimited  authority,  and"  always  obey  his  orders  with 
the  greatefc  readinefs  and  punctuality.  His  children. 


as  foon  as  they  come  into  the  world,  are  committed 
to  the  care  of  fome  trudy  perrons,  and  lent  to  fome 
didant  place,  where,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the 
people,  they  are  pretty  well  educated.  During  this 
courfe  of  education,  they  fee  their  parents  but  very 
feldom. 

The  boys  are  admitted  fokliers  at  lixteen  ;  and 
this  fird  dep  to  military  preferment  is  very  painful. 
It  is  always  fome  didinguiihed  veteran,  who  per¬ 
forms  the  ceremony.  He,  fird,  makes  the  candi¬ 
date  fit  down  by  him  ;  and  then  begins  to  pull  out, 
by  the  roots,  the  hairs  that  compofe  one  of  his  crowns. 
This  the  boy  mud  differ  without  dirring,  or 
making  the  lead  complaint.  He,  next,  pricks  him 
all  over  the  body,  and  even  in  the  mod  private  and 
fenfible  parts,  with  a  ffiarp  pointed  bone  ;  and  with 
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the  blood,  that  iffues  from  the  numerous  pun&ures, 
rubs  his  head.  Then,  he  feizes  the  tuft  of  hair  on 
the  crown  of  the  patient's  head  •,  pulls  it  with  all 
his  ftrength  j  ties  it  as  hard  as  he  can  ;  and 
wraps  it  up  in  a  net.  To  conclude,  he  rubs  him 
all  over  the  body  with  a  red  earth,  and  declares 
him  foldier.  The  new  foldier  is  henceforth  treated 
with  honour  *,  no  private  peribn  has,  after  this  ce¬ 
remony,  any  right  to  command  him  ;  and  he  may 
do  what  he  pleafes. 

The  degree  of  veteranfhip  is  conferred  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  it  being  fuppofed,  that  at  twenty,  a  man 
has  acquired  his  full  ftrength  and  vigour.  The  per- 
Ion,  who  intends  to  take  this  degree,  caufes  his  tuft; 
to  be  cut  off  the  evening  before  his  reception  *,  and 
the  crown  of  hair  that  ftili  remains,  to  be  reduced 
to  a  finger's  breadth  •,  after  which,  he  rubs  himfelf 
all  over  the  body  with  melted  wax,  or  fifh  greafc. 
The  night  following,  he  paints  himfelf  from  top 
to  toe,  with  different  colours  •,  binds  his  head  below 
the  crov/n  of  hair  that  ftili  remains,  with  a  bandage 
of  red  thread  ;  covers  all  his  body  with  little  feathers 
prettily  enough  aifpofed  and  hangs  to  his  belt  little 
balls  made  with  the  fame  kind  of  feathers.  Thus 
equipt,  he  takes  into  his  hand  a  kind  of  drum,  or 
rather  balloon,  well  ftuft  with  water,  which  he 
beats  with  a  calabafti,  Tinging  all  the  time,  from 
day-break  till  about  live  in  the  evening.  He,- 
next,  diftributes  among  feven  foi diets  chofen  by 
himfelf  for  this  purpofe,  fnarp  pointed  bones,  wit!] 
which  they,  four  or  five  times,  prick  his  privities 
through  and  through.  Then,  to  conclude  the  ce¬ 
remony,  they  rub  his  head  with  the  blood  that  iffues 
from  the  wounds  they  have  made. 

The  life  of  a  foldier  among  the  Guay  curas  is  a 
very  painful  one,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war ; 
they  are  conftantly  on  the  watch,  that  they  may  not 
be  furprifed  by  their  enemies.  Every  town  has  a 
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cen.tinel  placed  on  a  little  eminence,  to  give  notice 
of  every  motion  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and,  at 
night  conftantly  fends  out  fronts,  to  fcour  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and,  befides,  places  fold iers  up  and  down,  who 
never  ceafe  whiffling,  to  fliew  that  they  are  awake, 
and  on  their  guard.  They  are  all  up  at  the  find 
alarm,  when  thofe,  who  cannot  bear  arms,  imme¬ 
diately  fly  to  fome  place  of  fafety.  where  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  track  them,  they  leave  fo  little  irnpref- 
iion  behind  them  upon  the  ground  they  tread  on. 
They  fcarce  ufe  any  other  diverfion,  but  that  of 
fhooting  at  a  mark,  and  are,  of  courie,  excellent 
inaikfmen.  Befides  their  bows,  arrows,  and  man- 
canas,  they  have  a  kind  of  knife  made  with  the 
jaw-bone  of  a  fifh.  They,  every  year,  attack  fome 
one  nation  or  another,  befides  the  Spaniards,  againft 
whom  they  carry  on  a  perpetual  war.  They  ge¬ 
nerally  kill  all  the  men  that  fall  into  their  hands  5 
but  preferve  the  boys,  to  marry  them  to  their  daugh¬ 
ters,  felling  to  their  Neighbours  the  children  bom 
of  thefe  marriages.  They  avoid,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  coming  to  hands  with  the  Spaniards  in  the 
plains,  becaufe  they  have  nothing  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  their  fire  arms ;  but  they  have  a 
hundred  ft  rat  age  ms  to  attack  them  to  advantage. 
They  are  fo  well  mounted,  that,  when  purfued,  they 
foon  reach  pofts,  which  they  can  eafily  hinder  the 
Spaniards  from  penetrating.  When  they  are  told 
that  the  Spaniards  are  coming  to  attack  them,  they 
coolly  anfwer,  let  them  come  ;  when  they  have 
eat  up  all  their  bifcuit,  they  muft  go  as  they  came, 
to  get  a  new  flock.” 

The  day  a  child  is  weaned,  and  the  day  it  begins 
to  run  about  with  the  reft,  are  both  holidays  in  the 
town,  where  the  child  is  weaned,  or  begins  to  run 
about ;  but  the  return  oi  the  Pleiades,  which  they 
call  the  kids ,  upon  the  horizon,  is  a  general  holi¬ 
day  obferved  by  the  whole  nation.  They  prepare 
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for  it,  by  fhaking  their  mates,  and  beating  their  par¬ 
titions.  The  men,  then,  form  themfelves  into  one 
battalion,  and  the  women  into  another ;  and  fall 
upon  each  other  pretty  ferioufly.  It  is  a  diveriion, 
if  you  pleafe,  but  is  a  diverfion  ht  only  for  barba¬ 
rians.  The  boys  and  girls,  like  wife,  exchange  foire 
cuffs,  but  merely  for  form-fake.  Thefe  en- 
gagements  are  followed  by  races  ;  and,  them,  both 
parties  mutually  wifh  each  othe'r  an  accomplifh- 
mentof  all  their  wifiies,  and,  above  all  things,  fuc- 
cefs  againft  their  enemies.  The  feaib  always  ter¬ 
minates  in  drunkenefs. 

Every  town  mourns  for  the  death  of  its  Ca¬ 
cique,  and  that  of  his  children,  and  nearefi  relations. 
This  ceremony  confifls  in  obferving  a  ftridt  con¬ 
tinence,  for  a  longer  or  (hotter  time,  in  proportion 
to  the  rank  of  the  deceafed,  or  the  people’s  affedhon 
for  him  j  in  falling,  that  is,  in  not  eating  fifli,  which 
is  the  thing  in  the  world,  next  to  wine,  thefe 
Indians  are  fondefS:  of ;  in  putting  on  a  for  rowful 
countenance,  and  not  painting  either  face  or  body. 
The  Cacique,  as  often  as  he  happens  to  be  in 
mourning,  changes  the  names  of  all  his  fubjedfs. 
On  the  death  of  perfons  of  diftindfion,  they  im¬ 
mediately  butcher  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
women,  to  bear  him  company  in  the  other  world  * 
nor  do  they  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  vic¬ 
tims  ;  there  are  always  enough  to  put  in  for  this 
honour.  The  funeral  is  performed  with  great  ce¬ 
remony.  The  body  is  decked  out  with  the  fine  ft 
trinkets  they  can  get.  Thdfe  of  the  Caciques,  efpe- 
cially,  carry  with  them  to  the  grave  the  moil  pre¬ 
cious  ornaments  of  the  whole  town.  Nor  is  there 
any  need  of  compulfion  on  the  occafion  ;  all 
prefling  to  give  the  deceafed  the  fincereft  proofs  of 
refpedt  and  affedfion. 

Polygamy  is  not  known  among  the  Guaycurus ; 
but  the  bonds  of  matrimony  are  fo  very  flight,  that, 

when 
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when  the  parties  do  not  like  each  other,  they  feparate 
without  any  further  ceremony.  In  other  re fp efts., 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  the  moil  diftant  notions 
of  that  bafhfulnefs  lb  natural  to  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind  :  thole  addons,  which  require  moft  privacy, 
being  among  them  performed  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world.  The  girls,  who  prove  with  child  be¬ 
fore  marriage,  either  deftroy  their  burden  in  the 
womb,  or  lay  violent  hands  upon  it,  the  minute 
they  are  delivered  of  it,  in  ,  the  natural  way. 
The  condition  of  the  women  is  very  hard  ; 
they  are  treated  like  (laves,  and  never  allowed  a  mo- 
mends  refpite.  The  girls  follow  the  fokliers  to  the 
war,  in  order  to  wait  upon  them  ;  and  never  meet 
with  the  lead  indulgence.  The-  hufbands  never 
appear  to  give  themieives  any  trouble  about  their 
wives,  but  at  their  return  from  a  campaign,  when, 
they  prefent  them  with  the  fcakw  of  thofe  they  have 
(lain,  the  only  marks  of  victory  they  bring  home 
along  with  them.  The  women  deck  themfelves 
out  with  thefe  fealps,  by  way  of  celebrating  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  their  hufbands,  who,  on  their  fide,  adorn 
their  heads  with  feathers*  and  their  foreheads  with 
plates  of  filver,  or  fame  other  metal.  The  worn ea 
likewife  wear  collars  upon  the  occaSon  ;  and,  then, 
fallen  thofe  fealps  to  a  poll,  about  which  they  dance, 
finging  all  the  time  the  praifes  of  the  conquerors. 
When  the  Guaycurus  think  themfelves  threat¬ 
ened  with  a  ftorm,  they  Tally  out  of  their  towns* 
the  men  armed  with  their  inancanas,  and  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children  howling  with  all  their  might;  for, 
they  believe,  that,  by  fo  doing,  they  put  to  flight 
the  devil  that  intended  to  excite  it.  Daily  experi¬ 
ence  is  not  fufficient  to  convince  them  of  their  m in¬ 
take  *,  but,  perhaps,  they  think  that  the  devil  would 
ufe  them  worfe,  if  they  did  not  thus  intimidate  him 
by  their  cries  and  menaces.  This  is  the  only  divi¬ 
nity  they  acknowledge,  except  the  moon,  and  the 
conftellation  called  the  great  bear,  to  which,  how¬ 
ever^ 
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ever,  it  does  not  appear,  that  they  pay  any  manner 
of  worfhip.  As  they  do  not  cultivate  the  ground, 
they  live  entirely  on  river  and  land  game.  Nothing 
comes  amils  to  them.  They  eat  lions,  tigers,  bears, 
and  the  moft  venomous  fnakes  and  vipers.*  Some 
people  pretend,  that  they  inure  their  conftitutions 
to  this  kind  of  food,  by  the  conftant  ufe  they  make 
of  it  from  their  infancy.  Beftdes,  all  the  Indians 
of  South  America  have  very  hot  fcomachs. 

To  return  to  Don  Alvarez,  he  was  now  chiefly 
einpolyed  in  taking  proper  me  a  fa  res  to  a  Uhl  the 
Spaniards  he  had  feat,  by  fea,  from  the  iilancl  of 
St.  Catherine  to  Buenos  Ayres  ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  he,  at  laft,  dllpatched  two  brigantines,  loaded 
with  all  manner  of  civil  and  military  (lores,  and 
manned  bv  one  hundred  men,  under  the  command 
of  Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza.  He,  then,  fent  a 
detachment  of  his  troops  againft  the  Agazez,  who 
Differed  thexnielves  to  be  furprifed,  and  loft  ,  a  great 
number  of  men,  bdides  fourteen  prifoners,  who 
were  immediately  hanged.  This  execution  had  its 
defirecl  effefb  The  whole  nation  implored  the 
governor’s  mercy,  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  condi¬ 
tions  he  thought  proper  to  preicribe,  dpecially 
when  thev  heard  of  his  having  taken  another 
meafure,  which  fpread  his  reputation  all  over  the 
country  •,  and  rendered  his  name  as  terrible  to  the 
Indians,  as  it  had  been  before  dear  to  them. 

He  had  received  intelligence,  it  feerns,  that  the 
ion  of  the  unfortunate  Alexis  Garcia  was  ftill 
a  captive  among  the  Indians,  who  had  killed  his 
father,  and  carried  off  his  treasures  ;  and  thereupon 
fent  to  beg  they  would  return  him  their  prifoner 
but  theie  barbarians  butchered,  all  his  mellengers, 
except  one,  whom  they  fent  back  to  acquaint  him, 
that,  if  he  dared  to  prefent  himfelf  before  them,  t  they 
would  treat  him  in  the  fame  manner  they  had  done 
his  deputies.  Don  Alvarez,  mcenfed  at  this  af¬ 
front. 
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front,  ordered  his  nephew  Don  Alphonfo  Riquelmi, 
to  pick  out  three  hundred  Spaniards,  and  a  thou¬ 
sand  Indians  *,  and  march  againft  thefe  barbarians, 
and  make  them  fenfible,  that  he  was  not  to  be  in-1 
luked  with  impunity.  Riquelmi,  accordingly,  fee 
out  j  but  found  them  upon  their  guard,  in  great 
numbers,  and  very  advantageoufty  polled.  He 
charged  them,  however,  fo  Suddenly,  that  he  im¬ 
mediately  threw  them  into  diforder,  killed  three 
thoufand,  and  made  four  thoufand  prifoners.  His 
victory,  indeed,  coft  him  fomething,  for  he  loll 
fifty  of  his  beft  men  on  the  occafion. 

Don  Alvarez’s  joy  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  ex¬ 
pedition  was  foon  troubled  by  the  arrival  of  four 
brigantines  from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  Eftopinan  Ca* 
bee  a  de  Vac  a,  and  all  the  Spaniards,  whom  the 
governor  had  fent  by  fea  from  the  iiland  of  St, 
Catherine.  Don  Eftopinan  acquainted  the  gover¬ 
nor,  that,  on  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  he  found 
a  letter  there,  figned  by  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irak,  and  Alphonfo  Cabrera,  wit  borders  to  evacuate 
it,  as  the  inhabitants  were  daily  in  dangerof  perifh- 
ing  by  hunger,  or  the  arrows  of  the  Indians.  He 
added,  that  rive  and  twenty  Spaniards  had  taken 
refuge  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil;  that,  had  the  affiftance 
brought  thofe  left  behind  arrived  but  twenty- 
four  hours  later,  they  mull  all  have  inevitably 
perilhed,  one  way  or  another ;  that,  his  arrival  hav¬ 
ing  given  the  inhabitants  fomefpirits,  he  had  taken 
measures  to  alter  the  fituation  of  the  town,  and  re¬ 
move  al  l  the  Spaniards  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St, 
John  ;  but,  as  winter  came  on  in  the  mean  time, 
and  all  the  rivers  had  overflown  their  banks,  lie 
thought  the  only  ftep  he  could  take,  was  to  con¬ 
duct  to  the  Affumption  all  his  men,  and  all  the  re¬ 


maining  inhabitants. 


Mendoza,  who,  as  we  juft  now  laid,  had  but  juft 
fet  out  for  the  relief  of  Buenos  Ayres,  had  been  ftill 

more 
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more  unfortunate,  and  run  much  greater  rifles. 
One  of  his  veffels  loaded  with  provifions  was 
wrecked,  and  fome  of  the  crew  drowned.  The 
fhip,  which  carried  himfelf,  being  moored  clofe  in 
flioro  to  a  tree,  an  earthquake  threw  the  tree  upon 
the  fhip,  and,  by  that  means,  overfet  her.  The 
reft  of  the  brigantines  buffered  as  much ;  and 
fourteeen  perfons  belonging  to  them  were  drowned 
or  crufhed  to  death,  fo  that  it  was  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  Mendoza  reached  the  Afiumption,  where 
he  boon  after  had  the  mortification  of  being  pre- 
bent  at  a  much  more  terrible  diiafter. 

On  the  fourth  of  February,  1543,  an 
Indian  woman,  fervant  to  one  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  careleisly  ihaking  her  hammock,  which 
happened  to  take  fire,  fome  of  the  fparks  flew,  un- 
obferved,  into  the  partitions  of  the  room,  which 
was  of  ftraw  ;  fo  that,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  whole 
houfewas  in  flames.  The  fire  boon  gained  all  thofe 
that  furrounded  it  ;  and  carried  by  a  ftrong 
wind,  boon  reached  the  reft,  and  confumed  two  hun- 
pred.  Its  inhabitants  had  no  time  to  fave  any  thing 
but  t  heir  arms ;  their  very  poultry,  and  moft  of 
their  other  dome  flic  animals  having  been  burnt. 

There  remained  but  fifty  houfes,  feparated  from  the 
reft  by  water.  Thus  molt  of  the  inhabitants  fawthem- 
lelves,  in  a  moment,  without  cloaths,  without  food, 
without  furniture,  or  merchandize  ;  and  expo  fed, 
withal,  for  want  of  houfe  room,  to  all  the  injuries 
of  the  weather  ;  but  they  had  a  great  refource  left 
in  their  governor.  He,  firft,  provided  again  ft  the 
moft  preffing  necefiities,  and  lent  to  all  the  Indian 
towns,  to  buy  provifions  at  his  own  expence.  He 
then  furnifhed,  with  equal  generality,  the  money 
requifite  to  fupply  the  other  wants  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  fo  that  all  the  houfes,  which  had  hitherto 
confifled  of  nothing  but  ftraw,  were,  with  incon¬ 
ceivable  difpatch,  rebuilt  of  earth.  .  . 

Don 
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Don  Alvarez  fppn  received  feme  ne 
confoled  him  a  little  for  inch  a  t 
In  the  month  of  November,  of  the  \ 
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he  had,  conformably  to  his  infkrudtions,  and,  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  formed  a  refolution  to  re¬ 
mount  the  Paraguay  as  high  as  poffible.  Pie  in¬ 
tended  to  have  been  himfelf  of  this  expedition  ;  but, 
as  his  prefence  was  become,  from  day  to  day,' 
more  neceffary  at  the  Afifumption,  he  thought  he 
had  better  let  fomebody  elfe,  duly  qualified,  for  fuch 
an  undertaking,  make  the  firfi:  efifay  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  call  his  eye  upon  his  lieutenant,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  man  of  refolution;  and  he  was,  befides, 
glad  of  having  a  genteel  pretext  to  remove  from  the 
Affumpticn.  Pie,  therefore,  told  him,  that  he  did 
not  know  any  one  fitter  for  an  attempt,  the  luccefs 
of  which  the  emperor  had  greatly  at  heart ;  and 
gave  him  his  word,  that  he  would  reprefent  all  the 
fervices  he  might  render  his  majefty  on  the  occafion,' 
in  the  mofc  advantageous  light. 

recommended  to  hi  mu 
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if  he  could  not  get  auite  up  to  the  fource  of  the 
river,  at  leak,  to  pu;fli  as  near  it  as  he  ooiTihly 
could  *3  to  take  an  exact  account  of  the  different- 
nations  inhabiting  its  banks  ;  to  fend,  from  time  to 
time,  parties  of  Indians,  with  fome  Spaniards,  into-’ 
the  inland  countries,  and  even  penetrate,  if  poikble, 
into  Peru,  as  he  had  agreed  with  Don  Chriifophero 

A. 

Vaca  de  Cailro,  to  endeavour  to  eftablifh  a  com¬ 
munication  between  that  kingdom  and  Paraguay. 

no  «• 

If  ala  expreiled  great  fatisfadiion  at  thefe  marks  of 
his  general’s  eftbeni  and  confidence,  and,  being  pro- 
vided  with  three  front  brigantines  manned  with 

and  a  great  number  of  Indians,; 


ninety  Spaniards, 


and  plentifully  feared  with  provisions  of  every  kind,1 
fet  out  the  2-oth  of  November,  1542  ;  and,  after 
remounting  the  river  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues- 
by  eftimation,  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake  of 

the 
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the  Xarayez,  where  he  difcovered  a  port  on  the 
weftern  fhore,  and  called  it  King's  Port ,  becaufe  he 
entered  it  on  the  Epiphany,  or  twelfth-day.  After 
taking  a  little  red  hete,  he  fet  forward  by  land  to¬ 
wards  the  weft,  with  all  his  Indians  and  Spaniards 
excepta  fufBcient  number,  whom  he  left  behind,  to 
take  care  of  the  vefiels.  He  met  on  the  road  with 
feveral  nations,  whohad  a  great  deal  of  wrought  gold 
and  filver  *,  but  he  could  never  difcover  whence 
they  obtained  it.  However,  he  aftfured  the  gover¬ 
nor  at  his  return,  that  he  might  have  eafiiy  pene¬ 
trated  that  way  into  Peru,  had  he  been  in  a  better 
condition  to  awe  the  Indians,  whom  he  every  where 
met  with.  Ele  even  added,  that  thofe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  King’s  Port  longed  greatly  to 
fee,  the  Spaniards  and  their  general  among  them  ; 
but,  perhaps,  he  had  reafons  of  his  own  for  mak¬ 
ing  this  laft  part  of  the  ftory. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  fome  time  after  Irala’s  return 
to  the  Aftumption,  Riguelmi  arrived  there,  from 
his  expedition  againft  the  murderers  of  Alexis 
Garcia ;  and  Don  Alvarez,  at  laft,  on  the  report  of 
thefe  two  officers,  refolved  not  to  defer  any  longer 
taking  the  fame  rout  his  lieutenant  had  purfued, 
and  even  to  get  nearer  Peru,  if  poffible.  Ele  had 
already  built  ten  brigantines  for  this  voyage  ;  and 
having  given  orders  to  fit  them  out  directly,  he 
fent  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza  to  buy  provifions,  in 
fome  Indian  tov/ns  above  up  the  river,  the  coun¬ 
try!  °f  Guaranis ;  but  the  Indians  not  only 
refufed  to  fell  him  any,  but  expreffed  great  inve¬ 
teracy  againft  the  Spaniards  •,  upon  which,  Don  Al¬ 
varez  fent  Irala  to  his  affiftance,  with  orders,  how¬ 
ever,  to  employ  carefles  and  prefents,  to  engage 
them  to  do  with  a  good  grace,  what  the  Spani- 
niards  could  to  oblige  them  to  do  by  force.  This 
method  fucceeded  *,  and  two  Caciques  of  thefe 
Indians  followed  Irala  to  the  Aftumption  ;  did  ho- 
Yol  I-  H  mage 
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mage  to  the  governor  *,  and  promifed  to  obey,  with 
the  greatefi:  punctuality,  all  the  orders  he  might 
hereafter  be  p leafed  to  give  them. 

Every  thing  was  now  ready  for  his  departure, 
v/hen  he  received  intelligence,  that  the  two  friars, 
whom  he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  ifiand  of  St, 
Catherine,  were  privately  let  out  from  the  Affump- 
tion,  with  letters  to  the  Emperor,  accufmg  him 
of  having  filled  the  province  with  trouble  and  con- 
fufion,  by  the  bad  ufe  he  made  of  his  autho¬ 
rity.  It  is  likewise  laid,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
difeovery  of  what  they  were  about,  they  con¬ 
fined  a  number  of  Indian  girls,  whom  they  had  been 
ordered  to  inftruCl  ;  and  carried  them  off  with  them. 

It  is  not  known  what  they  intended  by  fo  doing  *, 
but  it  is  certain,  that  the  Cacique  of  the  town, 
whence  the  poor  creatures  had  been  taken,  came 
to  complain  of  fo  fhameful  an  aClion  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  •,  and  the  governor  having  immediately  fent 
after  their  conductors,  five  and  thirty  girls  were 
found  with  them.  The  friars  had  fent  before  them 
fome  Spaniards,  who  were  to  return  with  them  to 
Spain,  and  a  Brazilian,  whom  they  had  fedu-ced 
from  the  governor’s  fervice,  in  which  he  was  very 
ufeful  to  the  Emperor.  This  man,  it  is  probable, 
was  to  be  their  guide  to  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  to¬ 
wards  which,  it  feems,  they  had  directed  their 
courfe. 

The  Indian  girls  and  thei,r  treacherous  con¬ 
ductors  being  brought  back  to  the  Affumption  ;  J 
foon  after  their  arrival,  Don  Alvarez  was  given  to  iji 
underftand,  that  the  revenue  officers  were  at  the 
bottom  of  this  villainous  affair  ,  and  fome  letters, 
that  were  found  upon  the  two  friars,  convinced 
him  thoroughly  of  it.  Upon  this,  therefore,  he 
immediately  ordered  the  criminals  to  be  arrefted  ; 
but,  though  he  now  faw  how  much  he  was  to  blame 
for  having  flopped  the  profecution,  he  had  ordered 

to 
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to  be  commenced  againft  them  the  preced¬ 
ing  year  *,  and  ftill  more,  for  having  releafed 
them  from  their  confinement,  his  natural  goodnefs 
again  got  the  better  of  his  juftice,  and  blinded  him 
to  fiich  a  degree,  as  to  prevent  his  refledting,  that 
there  are  certain  crimes,  which  it  is  dangerous  to 
punifh  by  halves.  However,  he  did  lefs  than  half 
punifh  them,  for  he  ordered  them  all  to  be  let  at 
liberty,  on  giving  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour 
for  the  future.  He,  it  is  probable,  feared,  leaft 
the  flownefs  of  a  judicial  profecution  againft 
them  might  delay  too  long  his  intended  expedition 
"up  the  river.  However,  he  parted  them,  by  taking 
along  with  him  the  Fadtor,  Peter  cle  Grantez, 
and  the  treafurer,  Philip  Caceres.  Pie  then  ap¬ 
pointed  Don  Juan  de  Salazar  to  command,  during 
his  abfence,  at  the  Aftumption  *,  his  lieutenant,  it 
it  is  probable,  being  engaged  elfe where  *,  and  on 
the  day  of  the  Nativity  of  the  bleffed  Virgin, 
whofe  church,  confumed  in  the  late  confiagation, 
he  had  juft  rebuilt  at  his  own  expence,  and  had 
even  helped  to  eredt  as  a  common  workman,  he  took 
fhipping  with  two  hundred  Spaniards,  after  having 
recommended,  above  all  things,  to  Salazar,  to  have 
ready,  againft  his  return,  a  brigantine  he  had  or¬ 
dered  to  be  built,  with  a  view  of  fending  her  to 
Spain,  with  difpatches  to  the  Emperor. 

Don  Alvarez  was  followed  by  twelve  hundred 
of  the  braveft  Guarani  warriors  in  canoes  *,  but  his 
engaging  manners  feemed  to  render  fo  much  pre¬ 
caution  needlefs.  He  made  fuch  confiderable  pre- 
fonts  to  all  the  Indians,  in  the  towns  he  palled  by, 
on  both  ficles  of  the  river,  that  they  vowed  perpe¬ 
tual  friendfhip  to  the  Spaniards,  and  religion  jjy 
kept  their  promife.  Pie  ordered  the  two  revenue 
officers  to  travel  by  land,  with  two  hundred  Spa¬ 
niards  more,  and  an  equal  number  of  Indians,  and 
wait  for  him  at  Candlemas  port  j  but  Caceres,  hav- 
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ing  loft  his  horfe  the  very  firft  day,  obtained  leave 
to  return  home,  and  fend  his  fon  in  his  ftead. 
The  1 2th,  the  fleet  entered  Candlemas  port,  which* 
by  an  obiervation  of  the  fun,  was  found  to  be  in 
the  latitude  of  22  degrees  and  443  minutes. 

The  day  following,  feven  Payaguas  appeared  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  made  figns  to  exprefs 
their  defire  of  lpeaking  with  the  Spaniards.  Don 
Alvarez,  upon  this,  fent  afhore  to  them  feven.  Spar 
niards,  with  a  Guarani,  who,  having  been  a  flave 
among  the  Payaguas,  could  fpeak  their  language 
very  fluently.  The  Payaguas  afked  the  Spaniards* 
jf  they  were  the  fame  that  fo  often  went  up  and 
down  the  river,  and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  one  of  the  Payaguas  told  them  he  would 
be  glad  to  fpeak  with  their  commander.  He  was, 
accordingly,  conduced  to  Don  Alvarez,  who  having 
afked  him  what  he  wanted,  he  anfwered,  that  his 
Cacique  would  be  very  glad  to  enter  into  an  alii-, 
ance  with  him  ;  that  he  had  itiil  by  him  all  the 
treafure  he  had  carried  off  from  the  great  captain 
_Ayolas  ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  reftore  it,  if  the 
governor  would  but  pardon  the  treachery  he  had 
: been  guilty  of.  . 

Don  Alvarez  having  afked  him  in  what  the 
treafure  confifted,  he  anfwered,  in  as  much  gold  and 
iilver,  in  bracelets,  crowns,  and  other  ornaments,  as 
fixty  fix  Indians  could  carry.  Upon  this,  Don 
Alvarez  defired  the  Indian  to  affure  his  Cacique, 
.  that  he  was  come  into  the  country,  by  order  of  the 
Emperor,  to  pacify  all  the  nations  that  inhabited  it  *, 
pardon  paft  offences  ;  offer  his  protection  to  liich 
of  the  natives,  as  were  willing  to  declare  themfelves 
his  vaffals,  and  live  upon  good  terms  with  his  fub- 
.  ]e6ts  ^  and  that,  if  his  Cacique  was  difpofcd  to  ac- 
.  crept  thefe  conditions,,  he  might  come  to  fee  him  in 
the  greateft  fafety,  and  lhould  have  all  the  reafon 
in  the  world  to  be  well  pleafed  with  his  reception. 

. .  ■  “  . . ’  .  He 
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He  then  gave  the  mefienger  fome  prefents  for  his 
Cacique,  and  fome  for  himfelf,  and  afked  him  when 
he  might  expect  to  fee  him  again,  and  his  Cacique, 
The  Payagua  anfwered,  the  day  following  *,  and 
was  then  reconducted  to  the  place  where  he  had 
been  taken  up. 

Some  days,  however,  having  paid,  without  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  hearing  any  thing  of  either  of  them ;  his 
Guarani  interpreter,  to  whom  he  exprefled  his  fur- 
prize  at  it,  told  him,  he  imagined  it  would  be  to  no 
purpofe,  to  wait  for  them  any  longer*,  that  there  was 
not  a  more  fufpicious  or  treacherous  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  thak  the  Payaguas  ;  that  all  the  Ca¬ 
cique  aimed  at  bythis  meffage,  was  to  gain  time  and 
amufehim  ;  that,  in  his  opinion,  he  would  do  well 
to  purfue  them  *,  that,  as  they  were  heavily  loaded, 
it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  come  up  -with 
them  *,  that,  to  judge  by  what  he  knew  of  the 
country,  they  would  not  halt,  till  they  arrived  at 
a  lake  well  ftored  with  fiffi,  in  the  centre  of  a  very 
fine  country  i  and  which  had  been  well  peo* 
pled,  before  the  Payaguas  had  murdered  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  Don  Alvarez  took  the  Guarani’s  advice, 
and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  put  affiore,  with  great 
part  of  his  troops,  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  by  which 
the  lake  empties  itfelf  into  the  Paraguay.  Before 
he  could  reach  this  river,  he  ohlerved  a  pretty  nu- 
merous  body  of  Indians,  who,  his  interpreter  in¬ 
formed  him,  were  the  Payaguas  endeavouring  to 
make  cheir  efcape  ;  but,  though  he  followed,  tor 
eight  days  together,  the  courfe  of  this  river,  and 
made  the  tour  of  the  lake  from  whence  it  Blues, 
he  could  meet  with  none  of  them  ;  and,  therefore, 
judging  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  \  to  pro¬ 
ceed  further  in  queld  of  luch  a  roving,,  unfettled 
people,  he  made  the  belt  of  his  v/ay  back  to  Can¬ 
dlemas  port. 

H  2  '  Here 
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Here  Don  Alvarez  embarked  again,'  leaving 
behind  him  Mendoza,  with  iniirudtions,  which 
probably  regarded  the  Payaguas.  The  banks  of 
the  river  in  this  place  are  covered  with  different 
kinds  of  fruit  trees,  particularly  the  c.affia  tree.  A 
little  higher,  it  is  rendered  exceedingly  rapid  by 
two  rocks,  which,  projecting  from  the  oppofite 
IJfores,  greatly  ilreighten  the  channel.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  caught  here  great  plenty  of  Goldenies,  fome 
weighing  fifteen  pounds.  The  flefh  of  this  fifh. 
is  both  very  wholfome,  and  very  well  tailed.  It  is 
even  pretended,  that  the  water,  in  which  it  has 
been  boiled,  is  a  fovereign  remedy  againil  the  itch5 
and  the  leprofy.  Mendoza  now  rejoined  the  go¬ 
vernor,  who,  having  difcovered  a  great  flir  among 
the  Indians,  alarmed,  no  doubt,  at  the  fight  of  fo 
numerous  a  fleet,  ordered  him  to  quiet  them.  He 
■himfelf  entered  into  a  conference  with  the  Gm* 
rcrcpos ,  and  made  them  promife  not  to  rholeft  Tuch 
of  his  people,  as  he  might  leave  behind ;  but  thefe 
barbarians  broke  their  word,, which,  however.,  Fer¬ 
nandez  pretends  his  countrymen  gave  them  fuf- 
ficient  provocations  not  to  keep. 

In  this  latitude,  the  river  overflows  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  when  the  fun  has  reached  the  tropic,  that 
:  it  lays  under  water  more  than  an  hundred  leagues  of 
country  on  both  Tides ;  fo  that,  according  to  the  au¬ 
thor  juft  now  cited,  canoes  pais  freely  over  the 
:  higheft  trees.  Thefe  inundations  laft  four  months ; 
the  waters  begin  to  fall  towards  the  end  of 
March  3  and  leave  behind  them  a  prodigious 
.  quantity  of  fifn,  which,  by  putrefying,  in-fedt 
-  the  air,  and  render  the  country  very  lickly  f  but 
when  the  waters  are  quite  dried  up,  the  In- 
.  dians  repair,  in  great  numbers,  to  the  river;  live 
upon  the  fiih  with  which  it  abounds,  and  fpend  their 
whole  time  in  mirth  and  diverfion. 
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Don  Alvarez,  who  found  them  there,  would 
not  permit  any  of  his  people  to  have  any  dealings 
with  them,  though  he  received  with  great  kindnefs 
feveral  of  them  who  came  to  wait  upon  him  and 
even  made  them  fome  prefents.  The,  25th  of 
October,  he  arrived  at  a  place,  where  the.  river 
divided,  to  the  left,  into  three  branches,  the  middle- 
moft  refernbling  'a  great  lake,  which,  a  little  higher 
up,  unite  again.  A  little  higher  up,  and  on  the 
fame  fide,  is  another  river,  formed  by  a  great  many 
ftreams,  which,  by  their  inofculations,  compofe  a  la¬ 
byrinth,  out  of  which  the  Indians  of  the  country 
find  it  no  eafy  matter  to  extricate  themfclves.  This 
river  they  call  Iguatu ,  which  fignifies  good  water. 
.Don  Alvarez  entered  it,  after  planting  erodes  to 
let  thofe  who  followed  him  know  the  rout  he  had 
taken.  The  8th  of  November,  having  afeended 
and  defended  all  thefe  rivers,  he  returned  to  the 
Paraguay,  and  found  himfelf  oppofite  feveral  bald 
and  lofty  mountains,  of  a  reddifh  colour,  in  the 
form  of  bells  ^  where  he  was  informed,  a  kind  of 
white  metal  was  to  be  found.  Between  this  and 
King’s  Port,  the  river  was  fo  lowr,  that  his  mdn 
were  obliged  to  get  into  the  water,  and,  by  force  of 
arms,  help  the  brigantines  over  fome  {hallows* 
about  a  crofs-bow-fhot  in  length. 

The  governor,  on  entering  the  port,  found  ther$ 
before  hum,  a  great  number  of  Indians,  who  impa- 
tiently  waited  his  arrival,  and  received  him  with 
the  greateft  demon  fixations  of  joy.  On  his  fide,  he 
treated  them  with  the  greatefc  kindnefs  ;  and,  be¬ 
ing  informed  that  they  adored  idols,  a  thing  that 
had  not  as  yet  been  obfervecL  among  any  of  the 
other  nadons  of  this  comment,  he  earneftly  ex¬ 
horted  the  iecular  and  regular  clergy,  who  accom¬ 
panied  him  in  this  expedition,  to  omit  nothing  to 
open  their  eyes,  and  bring  them  over  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  God.  He  even  fp.oke  to  them, 

H  4  him* 
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himfelf,  of  the  *veaknefs  of  thefe  dumb  and  blind 
divinities ;  and  at  laft  prevailed  on; them,  to  give  up 
thefe  objects  of  their  worfhip  to  the  flames ;  not- 
withftanding  the  great  apprehenfions  they  at  frrft 
feemedto  be  under,  left  the  devils  fhould  punifti 
them  feverely  for  it.  This  done,  Don  Alvarez, 
caufed  a  crofs  to  be  eredted,  and  built  a  chapel, 
where  mafs  was  fung  with  great  folemnity,  to  the 
no  fmall  fatisfadlion  of  the  Indians.  After  this 
ceremony,  he  took  pofteftion  of  the  whole  country, 
for  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  and,  perhaps,  there  is  not 
any  in  all  this  vaft  province,  in  which  it  was  more 
the  intereft  of  the  Spaniards:  to  make  a  folid  efta.~ 
blifhment,  and  which,  notwithstanding,  they  have, 
more  negle&cd,  as  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory.  Don  Alvarez  having  by  this  perceived, 
that  the  Indians  took  offence  at  the  Spaniards  pene~. 
trating  into  their  towns,  forbid,  it  diredtly,  under 
the  fevered:  penalties. 

These  Indians  cultivate  the  earth  ;  grow  feveral 
kinds  of  excellent  fruit,  manioc  and  maiz,  of 
which  laft,  they  make  the  earth  yield  them  two 
crops  a  year.  Fifhing,  fowling,  and  hunting  are 
another  great  refource.  They  like  wife  breed  geefe.} 
and  cocks  and  hens,  though  not  entirely  for  the 
fake  of  their  f  efh;  for  they  make  ufeof  the  firft  to  rid 
themfelves  of  grafshoppers,  whofe  chirping,  it  is. : 
probable,  they  do  not  like*,  and  the  latter,  by 
having  them  at  night,;  to  fecure  themfelves’ 
from  the  attacks  of  a  certain  fpecies  of  large  bats,  , 
the  fame,  perhaps,  we  have  before  j  mentioned.'- 
Thefe  bats  area 'very  dangerous  creature,  as  Don 
Alvarez  himfelf  experienced  to  his  .  .coft.  .  One ; 
night,  as  he  lay  deeping  in  his  brigantine,,  with  one 
of  his  feet  uncovered,  one  of  thefe  birds,  not  only 
bit  the  tip  of  his  great  toe,  but  ftript  the  under:  part . 
of  it  entirely  of  the  fidn,  without  awakening'  him  ; 
f©  ihat:  before  he  awoke,  his  bed  -  was  full  of 
y-Ux  ' '  '  -  blood. 
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blood.  But  it  is  upon  the  ears  of  horfes,  and  the 
dugs  of  newly  littered  fows,  which  they  hrft  fuck, 
and  then  gnaw  to  the  very  roots,  that  thefe  terri¬ 
ble  birds  principally  fallen.  The  horfes  know 
them,  lb  that,  on  their  getting  into  a  liable,  the- 
poor  creatures  in  it,  become  downright  furious. 
Fernandez,  who  relates  thefe  facts,  has  forgot  to 
tell  us  in  what  manner  the  cocks  and  hens  free 
the  Indians  from  thefe  troublelbme  animals. 

Neither  this  author,  nor  Herrera  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  acquaint  us  exactly  with  the  fituation  of 
King’s'Port ;  and  it  is  merely  by  indudtion,  and  by 
following  Don  Alvarez  in  the  rout  he  took  to  enter 
it,  that  we  may,  without  apprehending  any  mif- 
take,  place  it  at  the  entrance  into  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  on  its  weltem  fhore,  and  oppofite  to  the 
ifland  of  the  Orejones  ;  and  this  is  the  lituation  al¬ 
ready  given  to  it  by  the  famous  William  de  Lille, 
the  only  geographer  I  know,  who  has  mentioned 
it  in  his  maps  ;  for  the  Spanifh  geographers  have, 
all,  omitted  it.  The  journals  of  thofe,  who  have 
fmce  attempted  to  penetrate  from  Paraguay  into 
Peru,  put  the  thing  out  of  queftion.  Father  del 
Tec  ho  makes  the  length  of  the  ifland  in  this  lake, 
thirty  miles  ;  and  its  greatefl  breadth,  fifteen. 

This  ifland,  it  is  laid,  derives  its  name  from 
that  of  a  Peruvian  nation,  called  Orejones ,  becaufe 
they  bore  their  ears  -5  many  of  whom,  it  is  pretend¬ 
ed,  took  refuge  here  at  the  conqueft  of  Peru  ; 
and  it  is  probable,  that  the  Spaniards  under  Don 
Alvarez  were  the  firfl  to  give  it  the  name  of  the 
Ifland  of  Paradife. :  If  what  all  the  memoirs  I  have 
perufed  fay  of  it,  is  true,  it  is  very  well  intitled  to 
that  appellation  ;  for,  though  htuated  in  the  torrid 
zone,  between  the  fifteenth  and  fifteenth  degrees  - 
of  latitude,  it  enjoys  the  rnofl  temperate  weather 
all  the  year  round;  owing  to  the  winds  which  blow- 
there  conflantly  every  day  at  regular  hoursf  and  a 

great. 


io6  THE  HISTORY 

great  number  of  rivulets,  with  which  it  is  watered. 
Its  fields  produce,  without  culture,  the  moil  'excel¬ 
lent  fruits  *,  and  the  difference  between  the  feafons 
being  fcarce  lenfible,  every  month  is  equally  fit 
tofoworreap  in.  The  difpofitions  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  greatly  refemble  the  air  they  breathe. 
They  they  do  not  culvate  the  vine,  but  make  a 
very  wholfome  and  agreeable  liquor  with  their 
honey.  Here  is,  likewife,  the  greateil  plenty  of 
every  kind  of  game,  both  filh,  fowl,  and  four 
footed  animals.  All  thefe  advantages,  joined  to 
the  confideration  of  its  lying  but  a  league  from 
King’s  Port,  engaged  the  Spaniards  to  requeil  their 
governor  to  form  an  eftabliihment  there. 

Not  tofpeakof  the  beauty  of  this  place,  and  the 
mildnefs  of  its  climate,  there  were*  one  would  ima¬ 
gine,  many  other  reafons  fufficient  to  determine 
Don  Alvarez  to  fortify  it  and  leave  a  gar- 
rifon  behind  him  to  defend  it.  It  wras  the  bell  ftep 
he  could  take  to  eftablifh  a  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  Paraguay  and  Pern,  which  he  had  fo  much 
at  heart,  •,  and  we  fliall  fee  hereafter,  how  much 
the  court  of  Spain  has  fuffered,  even  in  Paraguay, 
by  having  negledled  fo  important  a  poll.  Don 
Alvarez  had  too  much  fenfc,  not  to  fee,  himfelf, 
the  necefiity  there  was  to  fecure  the  poffefiion  of 
it ;  but  he  had  no  more  men  along  with  him,  than 
what  were  abfolutely  necelTary  to  continue  the 
difcoveries,  with  which  he  had  been  charged  :  and 
he  could  draw  no  more  from  the  A  Tu  nipt  ion.  Be- 
fides,  he  could  not  forefee  thofe  events,  which  af¬ 
terwards  prevented  his  taking  ail  the  Heps  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  good  of  his  province 
required.  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  the  foldiers,  the 
veterans  especially,  murmured  greatly  at  his  pre¬ 
parations  to  quit  thefe  charming  places  :  “To 
what  purpofe,”  they  publickiy  exclaimed,  cc  are  we 
to  remain  always  in  favage  cou  tunes,  wafte  our- 
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fclves  with  fatigue,  and  be  perpetually  running 
from  one  danger  into  another,  without  having 
any  thing  we  can  call  our  own.  What  do  we  look 
for  in  defarts,  in  mountains,  and  in  countries  co¬ 
vered  with  water,  where  none  but  Cannibals  are 
to  be  met  with  *,  and,  while  we  can  fee  nothing 
but  our  countrymen  daily  perilling  by  ficknefs 
and  the  arrows  of  barbarians,  what  can  we  expehl 
but  the  fame  fate  ?  Let  us  learn  to  be  wife  at 
their  expence  ;  and,  without  going  further  in 
quell  of  chimerical  treafures,  which  feem  to  fly 
us  in  proportion  as  we  purfue  them,  let  us 
feize  upon  the  happinefs,  with  which  providence 
now  prefents  us  ,  of  what  fervice  could  the  gold, 
with  which  we  are  amufed,  be  to  us ;  what  can  we 
hope  to  purdiafe  with  it,  better  than  what  we 
actually  poffefs  ?” 

A  great  many  others,  however,  were  of  opi¬ 
nion,  not  to  renounce  the  hopes  of  meeting  with 
mines,  or  difcovering  a  road  to  Peru,  though 
they  allowed  it  was  proper  to  make  an  eltablifh- 
ment  at  KingVPort,  to  ferve  a  an  Entrepot,  and 
facilitate  the  communication  between  the  two 
kingdoms.  All,  therefore,  unanimoufly  united  to 
prevail  on  the  governor  to  confent  to  this  efta- 
blifhment,  and  the  oldefl  fpoke,  in  the  name  of 
the  reiL  But  Don  Alvarez,  not  a  little  provoked  at 
.  their  earneitnefs,  anfwered  them  in  the  following 
words.  Are  thefe  men'  Spaniards/’  faid  he, 
“  whom  I  hear  fpeak  in  this  manner  ?  Have  we  left 
Spain,  and  travelled  fo  far,  in  fearch  of  land, 
and  there  to  fpend  our  days  obfcurely  in  idlenefs 
and  luxury  ?  wc  might  have  done  all  this,  without 
leaving  our  own  country.  Methinks  I  fee  a  parcel 
of  children,  who,  for  the  fake  of  a  few  apples, 
neglehl  treafures,  whofe  value  they  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with.  The  Emperor,  our  mailer,  has 
fent  us  into  this  new  world,  to  conquer  empires 

for 
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for  him,  and  fecure  to  him  the  pofieflion  of  the 
riches  they  contain  ^  were  we  to  iofe  our  lives,  or 
ipend  our  days  in  fatigues  much  greater  than  thole 
we  have  already  gone  through,  both  duty  and  ho¬ 
nour  oblige  ustojuftify  the  confidence  this  great 
prince  has  repofed  in  us.  I  know  the  extent  of  your 
obligations,  as  well  as  my  own ;  I  ought  to  fhew  you 
good  example  ;  and  you  will  follow  it,  if  you  de¬ 
fer  ve  the  name  you  boaft  of.” 

Soon  after  this,  Mendoza  arrived  with  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  and  informed  the  governor,  that  the 
Guaroropos,  with  whom  he  flattered  himfelf  he  had 
made  a  lafting  alliance,  had  attacked  the  brigantine 
commanded  by  captain  Auguftin  de  Campos  j  that 
five  Spaniards  had  been  killed  at  the  firft  onfet  •, 
and  Juan  de  Bolanos  drowned,  in  attempting 
to  make  his  efcape  by  fwimming  ;  that  thefe  trai¬ 
tors  had  afterwards  fet  out  to  prevail  on  the 
Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  King’s  Port,  to 
join  them  againft  the  Chriftians,  who,  they  af¬ 
firmed,  had  neither  ftrength  nor  courage  enough 
to  refill  them  and  that  there  was  great  reafon  to 
dread  a  general  confpiracy  of  all  thefe  nations. 
Don  Alvarez,  at  the  fame  time,  received  intelli¬ 
gence  by  Hedtor  d’ Acuna  and  Anthony  Correa, 
whom  he  had  fent  with  ten  or  twelve  foldiers,  to 
invite  the  Xarayes,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance 
with  him  *,  that,  after  traverfing  fome  overflown 
countries,  where  they  fuffered  a  great  deal  for 
want  of  provifions,  they  at  laft  joined  a  party  of 
thefe  Indians,  whom  their  Cacique  had  fent  to 
meet  them  with  refrefhments  *,  that,  after  travel¬ 
ing  a  little  further,  they  found  upwards  of  five 
hundred  more,  decked  out,  in  their  way,  with  the 
moft  beautiful  feathers,  who  were  likewife  come 
out  to  meet  them,  and  condudled  them  to  their 
town,  where  their  Cacique  gave  them  a  very  frierid- 
ly  reception,  and  acquainted  them,  by  the  mouth 


OF  P  A  R  A  G  U  A  Y.  %o9 

of  a  Guarani  interpreter,  that  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  fee  their  general,  of  whom  he  had  heard  a  great, 
many  fine  things  ;  that,  upon  this,  they  allured 
him,  they  were  come  from  their  general  to  de¬ 
clare  to  him,  that  he  was  willing  to  be  his  friend, 
and  that  of  all  his  nation  ;  that  the  Cacique  replied, 
that  nothing  would  give  him  greater  pleafure  ; 
that  he  could  not  give  their  general  any  great  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  country  he  intended  to 
traverfe  ;  but  could  fupply  him  with  an  interpreter 
who  had  travelled  a  great  deal  that  way,  and  might 
be  of  confiderable  fervice  to  him. 

These  Xarayes  were  fettled  at  fome  diflance 
from  the  lake  of  the  fame  name;  but  there  are 
others  who  live  conftantly  on  its  banks,  or  greatly 
frequent  them ;  they  have  been  always  extremely 
attached  to  the  Spaniards;  are  a  very  good  kind 
of  people  ;  cultivate  the  earth  ;  and  have  grain 
and  cotton  in  abundance.  Don  Alvarez  received 
the  Cacique's  offers  very  gracioufiy  ;  and,  leaving 
his  brigantines  to  the  care  of  one  hundred 
Spaniards  under  John  de  Romero,  fet  out  on  his 
march  weftwards.  After  five  days  march,,  dur 
ring  which  there  was  no  travelling  but  by  cut¬ 
ting  a  paffage  through  woods  and  bullies,  he 
reached  the  banks  of  a  river,  Vvhofe  water  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  very  warm  and  very ' fra nfparen t. 

Thus,  Don  Alvarez  was  tut  little  the  better  for 
his  guide;  for,'  though  fevers!  nations  lent  depu¬ 
ties  to  wait  on  him  with  compliments  and  pro- 
vifions  ;  and  he  always  very  gerierouflypaid  for  the 
latter  ;  others  of  them  attempted  to  oppofe  Kis 
paiTage  ;  but  he  foon  brought  them  to  rea¬ 
son.  He  had  now  travelled  a  great  way,.  when  he 
.was  informed  by  his  fcouts,  that  there  had  juft; 
fallied  out  of  a  town,  at  .no  great  dlilance,  five 
thoufand  men,  very  well  armed,  who  kerned  dif- 
pofed  to  attack  him ;  and,  in  fact,  he  had  fear ce 

time 
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time  to  prepare  for  their  reception,  when  they  ar¬ 
rived  within  fight  in  order  of  battle.  But,  at  the 
martial  appearance  of  Don  Alvarez’s  forces,  they 
immediately  difperfed,  leaving  their  town  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  Spaniards,  who  immediately  enter¬ 
ed  it,  and  found  it  to  con  fill  of  eight  thoufand 
cabins,  in  the  center  of  which  flood  a  tower  ter¬ 
minating  in  a  pyramid,  built  with  large  pieces  of 
timber  and  covered,  from  top  to  bottom* with  palm 
tree  bark,  ;  ;  ... 

This  was  the  temple  and  refidence  of  a  mon- 
ftrous  Terpen t,  whom  the  inhabitants  had  chofen 
for  their  divinity,  and  fed  with  human  flefh.  He 
was  as  thick  as  an  ox,  and  feven  and  twenty  feet 
long,  with  a  very  large  head,  and  very  fiery 
though  fmall  eyes.  His  jaws,  when  extended,  dis¬ 
played  two  ranks  of  crooked  fangs.  The  whole 
body,  except  the  tail  which  was  fmooth,  was  cover¬ 
ed  with  round  feales  of  a  great  thicknefs.  The 
Spaniards,  though  they  could  not  be  perfuaded 
by  the  Indians  that  this  moniler  delivered  oracles, 
were  exceedingly  terrified  at  the  firfl  fight  of  him ; 
and  their  terror  greatly  increased,  when,  on  one 
of  them  having  fired  a  blunderbufs  at  him,  he 
gave  a  roar  like  that  of  a  lion,  and  with  a  flroke 
of  his  tail  fhook  the  whole  tower.  However, 
they  found  it  no  hard  matter  to  make  an  end  of 
him  *,  and  then,  as  if  this  exploit,  and  the  taking 
of  a  defencelefs  town,  had  exhaufted  all  their 
courage,  moil  of  them  declared,  that  they  could 
proceed  no  further. 

Don  Alvarez,  who  now  thought  himfelf  at 
no  great  difiance  from  Peru,  was;  pretty  much 
embarafled  what  courfe  to  take  and,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  call  a  council,  before  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  revive  the  courage  of  his  foldiers.  The 
council  were  unanimous  for  his  marching  back, 
and  he  yielded  to  their  advice  fo  much  the  more 

readily, 
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readily,  as  the  mifbehaviour  of  the  revenue  officers, 
contributed  as  much  to  difcourage  the  foldiers,  as 
the  fatigues  of  the  voyage  and  the  uncertainty  of 
its  fuccefs.  The  foldiers  had  got  fome  plunder  in 
the  town  they  were  now  in  pofTefnon  of,  and  thefe 
gentlemen  levied  the  fifth  of  it  for  the  Emperor. 
They  even  pretended  that  all  manner  of  game  was 
fubjedl  to  the  fame  duty.  The  governor  pro¬ 
duced  his  inftrudtions,  in  which  his  Majefty  gave 
up  this  right ;  and,  as  the  officers  full  infilled  on 
it,  he  told  them,  that,  if  they  ihould  ever  be 
called  to  an  account  for  having  been  too  indulgent 
on  the  occasion,  he  would,  indemnify  the  royal 
treafury  at  his  own  expence.  But  he  found  it 
impoffible  to  contain  them  for  any  time,  or  fome 
other  malecontents,  v/hofe  numbers  were  confider- 
ably  encreafed  by  the  exadt  difcipline  he  made  all, 
without  exception,  obferve  ;  and,  therefore,  gave 
orders  for  an  immediate  retreat. 

At  his  arrival  at  King’s-port,  he  heard,  that 
moil  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and  even  the 
Orejones,  had  confpired  to  fall  upon  the  Spaniards 
and  their  allies  the  Guaranis,  to  whom,  it  now- 
appeared,  they  never  brought  any  provifions,  but 
with  a  view  of  examining  their  fituation  and  mo¬ 
tions  *,  feveral  had,  even  openly,  declared  the.  n- 
lelves,  efpecially  the  Guaroropos,  who  had  invited 
fome  other  nations  to  join  them  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  thefe  new  comers.  Upon  this,  Don  Al¬ 
varez  lent  for  the  Indian  chiefs  *,  put  them  in  mind 
of  the  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  them  ;  alked 
them  if  he  had  not  paid  for  all  the  provifions  they 
had  brought  in,  and  always  added  fome  prefents  to 
the  price  of  them  ;  adding  withal,-  that,  if  afte/ 
all  this  kind  ufage  they  ffiould  forget  themielves 
fo  far  as  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  him,  he  was. 
ftrong  enough  to  make  them  repent  it.  This 
refolute  though  miM  declaration,  had  fo  far  its 

effect. 
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efFedt,  that  they  all  prom ifed  whatever  he  required; 
after  which  he  difmified  them  loaded  with  prefents. 

But  they  kept  their  word  very  ill ;  for,  in  a 
fhort  time  after,  there  fcarce  remained  ten  or  twelve 
days  provifions  in  the  camp.  Some  Indians,  up¬ 
on  this,  allured  the  governor,  that,  at  nine  leagues 
from  KingVport,  there  were  fome  nations,  who 
had  provifions  in  plenty.  He,  therefore,  fent 
Mendoza  efcorted  by  a  ftrong  party,  to  them 
with  orders  to  tell  them,  that  he  had  heard  a 
great  deal  of  good  of  them,  and  was,  therefore, 
furprized  they  had  not  as  yet  fent  deputies  to  make 
an  alliance  with  him,  and  put  themfelves,  after 
the  example  of  fo  many  other  nations,  under  the 
Emperor’s  protedion.  Mendoza  was  then  to  call 
for  fome  provifions,  and  offer  more  than  the 
value  for  them  ;  and,  if,  after  feveral  fummons, 
they  refufed  to  comply,  employ  force  •,  but  yet  do 
it  with  the  greatefl  moderation  and  circumfpedion 
poflible. 

lisr  the  mean  time,  the  Orejones,  whofe  friend- 
fhip  Don  Alvarez  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to 
recover,  informed  him,  that,  by  afcending  the 
Iguatu ,  he  fhould  meet  with  very  rich  and  nu¬ 
merous  nations,  who  would  put  him  in  the  way  of 
making  feveral  important  difcoveries.  Upon  this, 
he  difpatched  fifty  two  of  his  befl  men  under  the 
command  of  captain  Fernandez  de  Ribera,  with 
orders  to  take  an  exad  account  of  all  the  particu¬ 
lars  he  might  learn  *,  to  omit  nothing  to  gain  the 
gopd  will  of  the  inhabitants  •,  and,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  not  to  be  fparing  of  prefents,  with  which 
he  abundantly  fupplied  him. 

Some  time  after  the  departure  of  this  captain, 
the  governor  received  a  letter  from  Mendoza* 
that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  where  he 
had  fent  him,  were  enraged  again!!  the  Spaniards, 
and  firmly  refolved  not  to  fuffer  them  in  the  coum 
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try  ;  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  a  great  number 
of  thefe  barbarians,  and  mull  have  fallen  a  vi&im 
to  their  fury  with  his  whole  detachment,  had  he 
not  ordered  fome  ‘  blunderbfifles  to  be  difcharged 
at  them,  by  which  two  were  killed,  and  the  reft 
fo  terrified,  that  they  immediately  fled  to  the 
mountains  ;  that,  after  their  retreat,  he  had  enter¬ 
ed  their  towns,  where  he  found  a  great  deal  of 
provifions,  which  he  fent  them  word  he  was  ready 
to  pay  as  much  for,  as  they  themfelves  thought 
proper  to  require*,  but  that,  inftead  of  liftening 
to  reafon,  they  returned  in  greater  numbers  ^  fet 
fire  to  their  houfes,  and  even  fent  to  invite 
their  neighbours  to  their  afllftance,  In  anfwer  to 
this  letter,  Don  Alvarez  ordered  Mendoza  to  omit 
nothing  to  make  them  liften  to  reafon  *  and,  if  he 
faw  no  profpeCt  of  fuccefs,  to  go  fomewhefe  elfe 
in  quell  of  provifions.  To  this,  Mendoza  replied, 
that  thefe  people  were  become  from  day  to  day 
more  intractable,  and  that  the  Guararopos  were 
already  come  to  their  afllftance. 

The  twenty  fourth  of  January,  of  the 
1544*  following  year,  Francis  de  Ribera  arrived 
at  Kings-port  with  his  guide,  the  fix  Spaniards, 
and  three  out  of  the  eleven  Guaranis,  the  governor 
had  fent  along  with  him.  Don  Alvarez  was  over¬ 
joyed  to  fee  him,  as  the  other  eight  Guaranis, 
who  had  fled  backin  a  panic,  to  the  camp, 
had  given  him  to  underftand,  that  the  reft  of 
the  party  had  been  all  cut  to  pieces.  Ribera 
reported,  that,  at  firft,  he  marched  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  days,  to  the  weft,  by  fuch  bad  roads, 
that  he  fometimes  could  not  make  above  half  a 
league  a  day  *,  that  he  never  came  fhort  of  fowl, 
hogs,  and  antas,  which  the  Indians  killed  with 
their  arrows,  and  fcmetimes  even  with  flicks  * 
that  he  likewife  found  a  great  deal  of  honey  in 
the  hollows  cf  trees,  and  every  where  plenty  of 
Vol.  1.  I  wild 
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wild  fruits ;  that,  about  the  twentieth  day  he 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  where  he 
caught  fame  fhads  of  an  exquiiite  take ;  that, 
after  croffing  this  river,  he  met  with  an  Indian, 
who  wore  a  chin-piece  of  diver,  and  ear-rings  of 
gold  ,  that,  having  drown  the  man  who  came  put 
to  meet  him,  a  brafs  candleftick,  and  aiked  him 
if  there  was  any  fuch  metal  in  his  country,  he 
anfwered,  that  there  was  fame  of  the  fame  colour, 
but  much  more  beautiful,  and  which,  befides, 
did  not  flink  like  his  ;  that  having  then  produced 
a  plate  of  tin,  the  Indian  told  him,  that  his  white 
metal,  likewife,  was  much  finer ;  that  they  made 
of  it  crowns,  bracelets,  plates,  and  pails,  and 
feveral  other  utenfils  ;  that,  this  man,  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  and  making  iigns  to  him  to  follow  him, 
he  foon  after  fpied  a  large  houfe,  from  whence  they 
were  removing  a  great  deal  of  cotton  clothes, -and 
feveral  pieces  of  furniture,  among  which  he  per¬ 
ceived  bracelets,  hatchets,  and  feveral  things  of 
that  kind,  all  made  of  filver;  that  he  was  very 
well  received  in  this  houfe,  which  proved  to  be 
that  of  his  conductor,  who  ordered  his  guefts  to 
be  ferved  with  wine  made  of  maiz ;  that  the 
ilaves,  who  attended  them,  gave  them  to  under- 
itand,  that  there  were  other  Indians  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,  called  Payzunoez ,  and  among  them  were 
fame  chriftians,  the  only  name  thefe  Indians  give 
the  Spaniards  ;  that  there  appeared,  the  next  mo¬ 
ment,  fame  men  painted  all  over,  and  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows ,  that  the  mailer  of  the  houfe 
took  up  arms  on  their  arrival;  that  the  Spaniards, 
bbferving  a  great  deal  of  buille  among  them, 
concluded  their  lives  to  be  in  danger ;  that,  upon 
this,  he  ordered  his  men  to  go  out ;  and,  on  pre¬ 
tence  of  going  to  look  for  more  Spaniards,  make 
their  retreat  the  fame  way  they  had  advanced  ; 
that  he  and  his  men  had  fcarce  left  the  houfe, 

when 
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when  upwards  of  three  hundred  Indians  appeared 
with  a  very  threatening  air,  which  determined 
him  to  make*  with  all  his  men*  the  bell  of  his 
way  to  a  mountain  in  the  neighbourhood ;  that 
the  barbarians  purfued  them,  lo  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  gained  the  mountain,  moil  of 


•them  having  been  wounded  in  the  retreat  ;  that, 
the  barbarians,  however,  purfued  them  no  further, 
for  fear,  he  fuppofed,  of  meeting  with  more  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  that  by  this  means  they  got  time  to  re¬ 
cover  the  road  by  which,  they  had  arrived,  which 
the  eight  Guaranis,  who  arrived  before  them,  had 
probably  recovered  at  the  firft  alarm. 


It  has  been  fince  difcovered,  that  thefe  Indians, 
called  by  Herrera  Taropeaciek^  were  no  enemies  to 
the  Spaniards  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  peace¬ 
able  people,  and  very  hofpitable  to  all  Grangers 
paffing  through  their  country,  to  whom  they  are 
very  liberal  of  gold,  filver  and  provifions ;  but 
that  the  fight  of  the  Guaranis  had  exafperated 
them,  as  thefe  Indians  had  formerly  committed 
great  ravages,  and  killed  a  great  many  periods,  rn 
thefe  diftridbs. 

In  the  mean  time,  almoft  all  the  Spaniards,  how 
united  at  Kings-port,  were  fallen  fi ck,  owing,  it 
Was  imagined,  to  the  great  inundations  which 
rendered  the  waters  very  muddy  and  uhwhblefome; 
The  Indians,  therefore,  no  longer,  kept  any  idea- 
lures  with  them;  furprized  fofhe  that  had  Wander¬ 
ed  to  too  great  a  diftancf  froffi  the  camp ;  and 
then  killed  and  devoured'  the®.  Don  Alvarez*, 
who  likewife  began  to  be'dreatlv  out  of  order,  re- 
called  Mendoza,  who  informed  him,  that  all  his 
foldiers  were  ill  of  the  fever,  and  that  he  would' 
embark  With  them,  as  Toon  as  he  could  jfetRef 


provifions  enough  ;  a  thing  he  found  from  day 
to  day  more  difficult  to  accompli®;  Upon  this, 


the  governor  everted  himfelf  to  lend  Mendoza  a 
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reinforcement,  which .  at  length  enabled  him  to 
compel  the  Indians  to  fell  him,  at  leaft,  provifrons 
enough  for  his  return. 

The  thirtieth,  Fernandez  de  Ribera  arrived  like- 
wife  at  Kings-port  ^  but  finding  the  governor  in- 
difpofed,  and  hearing  befides,  that  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  fetting  out  on  his  return  to  the  Af- 
furnption,  he  thought  he  had  better  wait  till  their 
arrival  there,  to  give  him  an  account  of  his  dis¬ 
coveries.  Don  Alvarez,  however,  had  not  as  yet 
renounced  all  thoughts  of  purluing  thofe  he  had 
begun  himfeif  *,  but,  befides  the  ficknefs,  which 
daily  encrealed,  the  Paraguay  and  other  rivers  in 
the  neighbourhood  had  overflowed  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  the  whole  country  looked  like  one  great 
fea,  the  lowlands  being  covered  with  water  to  the 
depth  of  five  fathoms.  The  Indians  informed 
him,  that  thefe  inundations  generally  lafl  four 
months,  and  are  commonly  followed  by  an  in¬ 
fection  in  the  air,  occafioned  by  the  great  quantity 
of  fifh  the  waters  leave  behind  them,  to  putrefy 
by  the  great  heat  of  the  fun.  They  added,  that 
thofe  who  did  not  take  care  to  lay  in  a  fufficient 
ftock  of  provifions  againft  this  feafon,  were  often 
reduced  to  fo  great  a  degree  of  want,  that  the 
ftrongeft  killed  the  weakeft  to  fupport  nature  by 
feeding  on  their  carcafes.. 

The  governor  was  very  far  from  being  in  a 
condition  to  wait  for  the  fall  of  the  waters  ;  and, 
befides,  confidered,  that,  did  he  defer  ever  fo  fhort 
a  time  returning  to  the  Afilimption,  ficknefs  would 
infallibly  carry  off  all  the  foldiers  he  had  ftill  left  5 
he  was  even  fo  bad  himfeif,  that  his  life  was  thought 
to  be  in  no  fmall  danger.  He,  therefore,  aflembled 
his  council,  to  deliberate  with  them  upon  the  courfe 
properefl:  to  be  taken  in  thefe  conjunctures  ♦,  and 
all  agreed  to  embark  without  any  further  delay. 
Upon  this,  he  immediately  fent  notice  to  all  the 
At  Indians, 
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Indians,  who  had  given  hodages  to  him  as*  a  fecu- 
rity  for  their  fidelity,  to  come  and  withdraw  them  ; 
and,  to  hinder  the  Spaniards  from  murmuring  at 
this  ftep,  he  produced  an  order  from  the  Emperor, 
not  to  carry  off  himfelf,  or  permit  others  to  carry 
off  the  Indians  by  force  out  of  their  country. 

These  orders  gave  fuch  offence  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  that  the  governor’s  firmnefs  in  caufmg 
them  to  be  direftly  obeyed,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  increafe  the  number  of  his  enemies,  which  were 
already  but  too  numerous.  The  revenue  officers 
had,  for  a  long  time  pad,  confpired  his  dedru6hon, 
and  taken  the  lured  meafure  to  fecure  fucceis 
to  their  wicked  deficms.  The  difcontent  among: 
the  troops,  who  had  followed  him  in  his  lad  voy¬ 
age,  and  with  which  they  flattered  themfelves  they 
ffiould  foon  fee  the  red  infedted,  appeared  to  them 
a  lucky  incident  to  remove  one  of  the  greated  ob- 
dacles  they  had  to  furmount.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
Don  Alvarez  embarked  very  much  out  of  order, 
having  fcarce  a  fmgle  man  left,  capable  of  work¬ 
ing  his  veffels,  and  much  lefs  of  defending  them,  if 
.warmly  attacked.  The  Indians,  who  were  no 
drangers  to  his  weaknefs,  purfued  him  for  forne 
days  -,  but  being  fired  upon,  when  they  drew  too 
near,  they  let  him  reach  the  Affumption,  where  he 
arrived  the  8th  of  April,  1544,  without  lofing, 
in  fo  long  a  voyage,  but  a  fmgle  Spaniard,  called 
Miranda,  who,  being  on  a  kind  of  raft,  was 
wounded  with  an  arrow  by  the  Guararopos,  and 
killed  on  the  fpot. 

On  his  arrival,  he  found  Salazar,  who  command¬ 
ed  during  his  abfence,  very  bufy  in  making  pre¬ 
parations  to  extirpate  the  Agazes,  who  had  done 
nothing  fince  his  departure  but  plunder  the 
country  feats  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  towns  of 
the  Guaranis  •,  and  butcher  all  thofe  that  were  un¬ 
fortunate  enough  to  fall  into  their  hands.  But,  as 

I  3  the 


xi  3  THE  HISTORY 

the  car  aval  was  ready:,  which  the  governor  had 
ordered  to  be  built  at  his  fettmg  out,  and  he  was 
reiolved  to  go  on  board  it  the  moment  his  health 
would  permit  him  j  a nd,  befides,  the  dlfpofition,  in 
which  he  muft  know  feveral  perfons  were  m  regard 
to  him,  made  him  every  moment  apprehend  a 
domeftic  war,  he  thought  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  embark'during  a  foreign  one  *,  and,  therefore, 
def  erred  the  chaitifement  of  the  A  gazes  to  another 
opportunity. 

Don  Alvarez,  after  all,  did  not  as  yet  compre¬ 
hend  the  gjreatnefs  pf  the  danger,  with  which  he.  was 
threatened  ;  perhaps  he  relied  fo  much  on  his  own 
innocence  and  virtue,  for  protection  againft  the 
wicked  ciefigns  of  his  enemies,  that  he  took  no 
care  to  check  their  fury,  and  ftop  its  progress  ;  or 
knew  too  little  of  the  motives  of  their  inveteracy 
againft  him.  It  was  well  known,  that  he  fell]  in¬ 
tended  to  re-eftablifh .  Buenos  Ayres  *,  and  thole, 
\yho  had  feized  upon  all  authority  during  his  ab- 
fence,  fo  as  to  leave  nothing  but  the  ihadow  of  it 
to  his  delegate,  were  refolved  to  do  all  that  lay 
in  their  power,  to  render  abortive  any  meafur.es  he 
might  take  for  that  pur  pole.  It  is,  in  a  manner, 
pertain,  that  they  had  refolved  to  render-  themfelves.. 
independent  of  the. court ;  and,  to  accomplifh  their 
defigns,  it  was  abfolutely  needfary,  they  fhould 
firil  rid  themfelves  of  the  only  man,  who  could 
fuccefsfully  oppofe  them.  Be  that  as  it  will,  there 
is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  ftgnai  proof,  of  the  fpecial 
protection  of  heaven  on  the  virtuous  Don  Alva¬ 
rez,  than  his  enemies  not  having,  taken  the  fhortdl 
and  fureft,  method  to  put  him  out,  of  the  way.  This 
would  have  coft  them  but  a  fingle  crime,  whereas 
the  method  they  purfued,  was  no  better  than  a 
tiffue  of  fraud  and  villainy,  of  which  they  could 
not  expect  to  avoid  the  puiuhiment,  but  by  an  open 
rebellion,  the  fuccefs  of  v/hich  mufc  be  very  un¬ 
certain. 
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As  they  could  not  but  know,  that  the  bulk  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  foundbft  part  of  the  army 
were  extremely  attached  to  him,  they  began  by 
fpreading  a  report,  that  he  had  formed  a  defign 
of  enriching  all  thofe  who  had  followed  him  to  the 
Indies,  at  the  expence  of  the  private  perfons  in  beft 
circumftances,  whom  he  had  found  there  •,  and 
gave  notice,  under  hand,  to  all  fuch  perfons,  that 
they  were  firmly  refolved  to  oppofe,  effedtually,  fo 
unjuft  a  proceeding,  to  prevent  which  it  was  ab- 
.  foiutely  neceftary  to  put  the  governor  under  an 
arreft.  The  anfwer  to  this  propofal  w as,  that 
before  taking  fuch  a  ftep,  it  would  be  proper  to 
reprefent  to  him  the  injuftice  and  bad  policy  of 
what  he  intended,  as  there  was  all  the  rea- 
fon  in  the  world  to  hope,  he  would  pay  due  regard 
to  fuch  reprefentations.  The  force  of  this  argu¬ 
ment,  the  officers  of  the  revenue  craftily  eluded, 
by  faying  ,  that  knew  they  him  too  well  to  think 
fo  ;  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  let  him 
know  hat  this  proje6t  had  taken  wind;  and  that  there 
was  no  other  way  left,  to  avoid  the  evils  withjwhich 
they  were  threatened,  but  to  feize  on  his  perfon, 
as  he  would  be  the  readier  to  liften  to  their  com¬ 
plaints,  and  redrefs  their  grievances  *,  that  they 
would,  therefore,  do  well  to  hold  themfelves  in  con- 
ftant  readinefs,  till  they  received  notice  what  to  do;, 
and  that  the  prefervation  of  the  country,  to  the  Em¬ 
peror,  depended  on  their  good  behaviour.  The 
revenue  officers  then  affigned  the  other  malcon- 
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tents  two  places,  where  they  were  to  repair,  pri¬ 
vately  armed,  at  the  firft  notice  of  the  bell  ,  for  re¬ 
peating  the  angelical  falutation. 

This  plan  wras  executed  without  the  leaft  buttle- 
in  the  city ;  and,  at  the  hour  appointed,  Cacerez 
Cabreras  and  Garcias  Venegas  entered  the  hoyfe^ 
of  the  governor,  then  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  fe¬ 
ver  ;  and,  crying  out,  u  liberty,  liberty,  long  live 
the- Emperor V  which  was  the  fignai  agreed,  upon* 

I  4  they 
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[hey  proceeded  to  his  ..apartment,  where  they  were 
immediately  admitted  by  one  of  his  fervants,  called 
Pedro  de  Onate,  whom  they  had  gained  over.  They 
then  introduced  Francifco  de  Mendoza,  James 
Refquin  Solarzano,  and  the  Portuguefe  Interpreter, 
called  Diego  de  Acofta.  Refquin  immediately  made 
up  to  the  fick  mm’s  bed,  and  applied  to  his  breaft 
a  bent  crofs-bow,  charged  with  a  poifonous  inftru- 
ment  of  deftrudtion,  in  form  of  a  harpoon.  Two 
other  ruffians  drew  him  out  of  bed,  with  nothing 
but  his  fhirt  on,  crying  out,  “liberty  f 5  calling  him 
tyrant ;  and  telling  him  they  would  make  him  pay 
feve rely  for  all  the  mifchief  he  had  done,  and  in- 
tended  to  do.  In  this  manner  they  hurried  him 
out  of  his  houfe,  Refquin  ftill  holding  the  bent 
crofs  bow  to  his  breaft,  to  hinder  him  from  fpeak- 
ing. 

At  the  fight  pf  fo  much  infolence  and  cruelty, 
even  thofe,  whom  the  principal  malcontents  had 
engaged  to  take  up  arms,  began  to  exclaim  againft 
their  behaviour,  and  only  railed  their  voices  the 
higher,  on  the  others  endeavouring  to  filence  them  f 
till,  at  laft,  others  joining  in  their  refentment  of 
the  indecent  manner  ,in  which  the  governor  was 
treated,  they,  from  words,  proceeded  to  blows, 
which  terminated  in  bloodftied  The  Alguazil,; 
Don  Francis  de  Peralba,  and  the  Alcalde  M a- 
jpr,  Don  John  Pavon,  attempted  to  difcharge  their 
duty  on  the  occafion  •,  but  they  were  immediately 
ftript  of  their  charges.  During  the  -  tumult*  Don 
Alvarez  had  been  removed  to  the  houfe  of  Ye- 
riegas  -v  and,  the  other  revenue  officers  having  dif- 
perfed  the  multitude,  v/ho  were  crying  out,  with 
all  their  might,  to  have  their  governor  reftored  :to 
them,  entered  the  room  where  he  was  laid  down, 
ana  put  irons  on  his  legs.  They  then  repaired  to  the 
houfe  of  Peter  Fernandez,  who  was  both  notary  to 
the  king,  and  fecretary  tQ  Don  Alvarez,  and  was 
iikewife  greatly  indifpofed  >  c  arried  off  all  the  papers 
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they  found  in  his  poffieffion;  and  conduced  him  prir 
loner,  along  with  Barthelmi  Gonzalez,  to  the  houfe 
of  the  King’s  lieutenant.  A  proclamation' was  then 
puhliffied  in  the  name  of  the  revenue  officers,  for¬ 
bidding  all  perfons,  already  in  their  houfes,  to 
appear  abroad,  on  pain  of  death ;  at  the  fame  time, 
that  their  fatellites  took  care  to  clear  the  ftreets  of  all 
thofe  they  found  in  them,  forcing  fome  home,  and 
others,  who  had  mod  openly  taken  the  governor’s 
part,  into  the  pubiick  prifons,  out  of  which  all  the 
criminals  were  removed,  to  make  room  for  them; 
This  done,  the  officers  of  the  revenue  repaired  to 
the  governor’s  houfe--,  feized  upon  all  his  papers, 
his  cornmiffions,  the  writings  belonging  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  that  had  been  heretofore  let  on  foot  againft 
themfeives  %  in  a  word,  all  his  effects,  which  they 
depofited  with  perfons  on  whom  they  imagined  they 
could  depend.  They  then  crowned  their  work  by 
feizing  on  all  the  brigantines,  and  the  caravel  Don 
Alvarez  had  caufed  to  be  built  at  his  o  wn  expence. 

The  day  following,  they  publiffied,  by  beat  of 
drum,  an  order  for  the  inhabitants  to  meet  the  next 
day,  before  the  houfe  of  the  King’s  lieutenant, 
Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala  •  and,  when  the 
inhabitants  were  all  affembled,  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  themfeives,  with  a  multitude  of  armed  men  ; 
and  caufed  the  pubiick  crier  to  read,  with  a  loud; 
voice,  a  paper  importing,  that  they  had'  caufed 
Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca  de  Vaca  to 
be  put  under  arreft,  in  confequence  of  their/ 
having  received  certain  intelligence,  that  he  had/ 
formed  a  defigri  of  {tripping  the  richeft  inhabitants  , 
of  their  erfefts,  in  order  to  provide  for  his  crea¬ 
tures,  and  of  eftablifhing  an  arbitrary  and  xyraju 
nical  government  upon  the  ruins  of  lawful  au-/ 
thority.  Nothing  can  be  more  inconftant,  and 
eafy  to  deduce,  than  the  multitude  •  and,  accord^, 
ingly,  the  publication  of  this  piece  was  followed 
by  ah  alnioft  general  applaufe.  The  officers  of 
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file  revenue,  who*  at  firft  ,  had  been  confidered  as 
rebels,  were  now  acknowledged  in  quality  of  re- 
forersof  thepublick  liberty  and  took  advantage  of 
the  good  h.umour  of  the  people,  to  acquaint  them, 
that  the  King’s  lieutenant  was  to  command  in 
the  city,  with  the  fame  authority  the  governor  had 
done,  till  his  majefty’s  further  intentions  fhould  be 
known.  This  flep  confirmed  marry  perfects  in  their 
opinion,  that'  irala;  had  been,  under  hand,  the  foul 
of  all  this  intrigue  ;  efpecklly  as  one  in  his  place 
fhould  have  oppofed  fuc.h  d borders  ;  or,  at  leafh, 
refilled  from  the  hands  of  rebels,  an  authority  they 
had  no  right  to  difoofe  of.  His  friend,  Pedro 
Diaz  del  Valle,  was  at  the  fame  time  declared 
Alcalde  major. 

The  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  then  published,  that 
they  would  immediately  continue  the  difeoveries, 
which  Don  Alvarez  had  but  juft  begun.  In  tins 
they  had  two  views  ;  the  firft  was  to  fend  out 
of  the  way  all  thofe,  efpecially  of  the  military,, 
from  whom  they  had  any  thing  to  apprehend  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  prifoner  ;  the  feconcl,  to  amafs  a  great 
deal  of  gold  and  filver,  of  which  the  late  expe¬ 
dition  or  Don  Alvarez  had  afforded  them  the  prop¬ 
ped!:,  in  hopes  the  fight  of  it  might  induce  the- 
Emperor  to  approve  their  proceedings.  But  they* 
foon  found,  that,  though  it  may  be  an  eafy  matter 
to  impofe,  for  fome  time,  on  the  multitude,  it  is,  on- 
account  of  their  inconftancy,  equally  difficult  to 
intereft  them  fo  far  in  the  purfuit  of  any  unjuft 
meafures,  as  to  make  them  (tide  that  natural  fenfe 
of  equity,  fo  remarkable  in  them;  andwhich  always, 
affords  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  bringing  them 
back  to  their  duty.  Thofe  of  the  Affumption  had- 
even  already  begun  to  perceive  their  miftake  ;  and 
were  moft  of  them  feized  with  fuch  a  panic,  at  the 
thoughts  of  this  new  voyage,  that  nothing  was  to 
be  heard,  but  the  confufed  buzz  of  people  crying 


out  for  their  lawful  governor. 
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To  prevent  the  confequences  of  the  people  com¬ 
ing  to  themfelves  again,  the  confpirators  lent  fome 
of  Don  Alvarez’s  moft  zealous  advocates  to  pri~ 
fon  ;  and  placed  guards  at  the  gates  of  the  churches* 
to  hinder  the  reft,  who  had  taken  refuge  there,,  from 
making  their  efcape.  They,  likewife,  placed, 
guards  at  all  the  avenues  to  Venegas’s  houfe,  where 
the  governor  was  confined  5  and  doubled  his  other 
guards.  But  this  feverity  ferved  only  to  exafpe- 
rate  the  foldiery,  and  the  populace  ■*,  for  which  rea- 
fon,  the  confpirators  publifhed,  that  the  fir  ft  com¬ 
motion  in  his  favour  fhould  coft  him  his  life. 
They  would  even  have  obliged  him,  with  a  naked 
poignard  to  his  bread,  to  fign  an  order  to  the  army 
not  to  ftir  in  his  favour,  if  they  had  any  re-, 
gard  left  for  him  but  he  had  already  taken  this 
precaution.  All  thefe  fteps,  however,  were  infuf- 
ficient  to  quiet  his  enemies,  who  from  time  to, 
time  threatened  to  murder  him,  and  throw  his 
head  out  to  the  multitude,  in  cafe  any  one  un¬ 
dertook  to  refcue  him  out  of  their  hands.  Nay, 
they  pitched  upon  four  men,  whom  they  fwore,  in 
the  Emperor’s  name,  to  difpatch  Don  Alvarez,  at 
the  firft  order.  ;  ^  i  \ 

Don  Alvarez,  all  this  time,  was  confined, 
though  too  fick  to  get  out  of  bed,  in  a  room  fo 
very  damp,  thatthe  grafs  grew  under  his  bed-,  andfo 
very  dark,  that  it  was  found  necefifary  to  keep  a 
lamp  continually  burning  over  his  bolfter.  One 
Bernard  de  Sofa,  an  infamous  wretch,  whom 
Don  Alvarez  had  fiightly  punifhed  for  fome  crime 
that  deferved  death,  and  who,  inftead  of  gratitude 
for  the  favour  Ihewn  him,  retained  nothing  but 
reientment  for  the  chaftifement  he  had  differed, 
never  quitted  this  chamber.  This  room  had  twor 
doors,  which  were  kept  conftantly  fiiut ;  and  the 
guard  about  the  houfe,  confided  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  The  prifoner,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  thefe  precautions,  had  the  good  fortune  of 

being 
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being  well  informed  of  every  thing  it  was  proper 
he  fhould  know,  by  means  of  notes  brought  him 
by  an  Indian  woman,  whole  bufinefs  it  was  to 
provide  him  with  viduals,  though  they  took  care 
to  fhave  her  head,  and  not  fuffer  her  to  wear  any 
thing  to  fupply  the  place  o.f  her  hair  and  even 
always  examined  her,  before  fhe  entered  the  houfe, 
with  the  moft  fcrupulous  and  indecent  attention, 
fo  far  as  to  look  into  her  mouth  and  ears.  But 
they  never  thought  of  examining  her  toes  ;  fo  that, 
though  barefooted,  fhe  found  means  to  conceal 
between  them  a  note,  andfome  blank  paper  in  feve- 
ral  folds,  with  fo  much  dexterity,  that  they  never 
took  the  leaf:  notice  of  them.  As  foon  as  fhe  was 
feated  at  the  bed’s-head,  fhe  pulled  out  both  one 
and  the  other,  while  ffie  appeared  to  be  only 
fcratching  her  feet ;  then,  watching  the  moment 
that  Sola  happened  to  turn  his  back,  clapped  them, 
into  the  hands  of  the  governor,  who,  having  read 
the  note  with  the  fame  precaution,  anfwered  it  by 
means  of  a  powder,  made  of  a  kind  of  earth  found 
in  the  country,  which,  diluted  with  fpittle,  affumes 
a  black  colour. 

The  officers  of  the  revenue  foon  perceived  the  efo 
e£ts  of  this  contrivance-,  and,  not  knowing  to  whom 
to  attribute  them,  fuborned  fome  young  fel¬ 
lows  to  debauch  Don  Alvarez’s  provedore.  But, 
though  fhe  eafily  gave  up  her  chaftity,  fhe 
fcrupuleufly  preferved  her  integrity.  On  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  women  are  more  difereet  than  men.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  commandant  and  the  revenue 
officers  omitted  nothing,  to  make*  every  one  for 
himfelf,  as  many  creatures  as  poffible,  and  met 
with  great  iuccefs ;  as,  whoever  took  part  with 
them,  might,  without  fear  of  puniflrment,  g q 
into  the  Indian  towns-,  carry  off  both  wives  and 
daughters  ;  take  by  force,  and  without  payment, 
every  thing  they  found  there  to  their  liking  ;  and 
£  I  .  oblige 
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oblige  the  men  to  work  for  them  without  any  com 
fideration.  The  Indians  complained  of  thefe  out¬ 
rages  ;  but  their  complaints  were  not  liftened  to  < 
which  determined  feveral  of  them,  to  take  refuge 
in  the  mountains,  along  with  their  families  *,  and 
the  pious  Don  Alvarez,  who  received  notice  of  their 
flight,  forgot  the  injuries  done  himfelf,  to  think 
only  on  the  mifery  the  poor  fugitives  were  expofed 
to  ;  particularly  the  danger  of  lofing  the  religion, 
they  had  fo  lately  embraced. 

His  enemies,  who  apprehended  other .  confe- 
quences  from  this  defertion  of  the  Indians,  were 
not  afhamed,  in  order  to  put  a  ftop  to  it,  to  permit 
fuch,  as  had  not  as  yet  embraced  chriftanity,  to  feed 
upon. human  flefh  ;  and,  tell  them,  that  it  was 
through  mere-  perverfenefs,  Don  Alvarez  had 
forbid  them  the  ufe  of  it.  The  Spaniards,  who  (till 
dared  to  exprefs  any  regard  for  him,  fared  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  Indians  •,  fo  that  many  of  them,  like- 
wife,  thought  proper  to  remove.  But  they  were 
immediately  purfued,  and  all  thole,  that  were  over¬ 
taken,  put  into  irons.  Some  of  the  clergy,  who 
fpoke  of  thefe  t  ran  factions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
let  their  hearers  'underhand  what  they  thought  of 
them,  were  treated  with  equal  ieventy.  In  fine, 
ieveral  private  perfons  were,,  for  the  fame  pretend¬ 
ed  fault,  whipped  by  the  hands  of  the  cmmon  hang¬ 
man,  and  Tome  of  them  condemned  to  the  gallows. 
In  other  refpedls,  all  were  left  at  liberty,  to  fay  and 
do  what  they  pleafed,  whilft  the  authors  of  all  thefe- 
diforders  had  the  impudence  to  boaft  their  :zeal 
for  the  good  of  the  publick,  and  the  Emperor’s  fer- 
vice. 

In  fine,  no  lefs  than  fifty  Spaniards  made  the  beft 
of  their  way  into  Brazil,  in  order  to  fail  from  thence 
to  Spain,  and  inform  the  Empeior’s  council  oof. 
the  deplorahiecondition  of  the  province.  But  what 
forprlfecl  people  moll,  was,  that  the  two  friars,  who,* 
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as  we  have  before  related,  had- ■  formerly  taken  the 
fame  road,  in  order  to  complain  of  Don  Alvarez 
to  the  Emperor,  now  itc  out  again,  by  the  fame 
way,  and  on  the  fame  errand,  with  the  conlent,  or 
perhaps  at  the  requeft,  of  the  officers-  of  the  reve¬ 
nue.  Thefe  ruffians,  however,  began  at  I  aft  to  con- 
fider,  that,  as  long  as  Don  Alvarez-  remained  at  the 
Affumption,  their  power  would  be  very  precarious. 
They  had  ffiewn  themfelves  capable  of  the  black- 
eft  crimes-,  and  many  perfons  began  to  fulpedl,  that 
they  had  compleated  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities 
by  a  parricide.  But  he,  who  has  fet  bounds  to 
the  fea,  which  in  its  greateft  fury  it  can  never 
tranfgrefs,  arrefts,  when  he  pleafes,  the  hands  of 
thofe,  who  fcruple  not  to  commit  the  greateft  crimes* 
when  neceffary  to  gratify  their  unruly  paffions. 
The  inhabitants  now  learned,  when  they  leaft 
thought  of  it,  that  orders  had  been  given  to  equip 
one  of  Don  Alvarez’s  brigantines  to  carry  him  to 
Spain  and  that  his  enemies  had  impofed  upon  them¬ 
felves  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  think  they  had  form¬ 
ed  a  procefs  againft  him,  which  the  Emperor  and 
his  council  could  not  but  approve.  They  likewife 
diftributea  to  different  perfons,  the  forms  of  letters, 
which  they  were  to  write  to  their  friends  in  Spain, 
to  reprefent  the  Governor  as  the  moft  profligate' 
and  abandoned  wretch  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

On  the  other  hand,  his  zealous  fervants  did  not 
forget  him.  They  caufed judicial  informations  to 
be  taken  of  every  thing  that  had  happened  *  and, 
along  with  feveral  authentic  pieces,  which  Don 
Alvarez  had  put  into  their  hands  before  his  con¬ 
finement,  enclofed  them  in  a  beam,  hollowed  for 
that  purpofe,  which  they  found  means  to  have  nail¬ 
ed  to  the  ftem  of  the  brigantine ,  the  carpen¬ 
ters,  whom  they  gained  o  er,  alledging  that 
this  precaution  was  neceffary  to  ftrengthen  the 
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yeifel  fufficiently  for  fo  long  a  voyage.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  populace,  who  knew  nothing  of 
all  thefe  meafures,  were  ftill  under  the  greatest  un- 
eafinefs  about  the  fate  of  their  governor,  whom  fe~ 
veral  imagined  his  enemies  would  never  have  affci* 
ranee  enough  to  fend  to  Spain.  It  was  even  unh 
verfally  whifpered,  that  it  was  merely  to  hide  his 
death,  they  gave  out  he  was  returning  to  Spain. 
Upon  this,  therefore,  they  brought  into  his  room 
two  ecclefiafticks,  and  two  gentlemen,  whom  the 
inhabitants  had  no  reafon  to  fufpebt;  and  who  dif- 
‘  fipated  their  apprehenfions  by  aifuring  them,  that 
they  had  feen  the  governor  full  of  life.  The  con- 
fpirators  then  declared,  that,  if  the  Emperor 
thought  proper  to  fend  Don  Alvarez  back  to  Pa¬ 
raguay,  and  re-eftablifh  him  in  his  employments, 
they  would  receive  him  with  all  the  fubmiffion  due 
to  his  Majefty’s  orders  ;  and  even  added,  that  the 
two  revenue  officers,  who  were  to  embark  on  board 
the  fame  ihip  with  him,  would,  on  their  arrival  in 
Spain,  furrender  themfelves  prifoners,  till  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  examined  and  approved  of. 

The  Brigantine  being  ready  to  put  to  fea, 
^  Cabrera  and  d’Orantez  repaired  by  night  to 
Don  Alvarez’s  room,  who  was  now  very  ill  ;  and 
taking  him  up  in  their  arms  carried  him  to  the 
ffcreet  door.  The  lick  man  looking  up  to  heaven, 
at  this  time  very  bright,  and  which  he  had  not  feen 
fmee  the  day  he  was  put  under  arrefl,  begged  they 
would  permit  him  to  thank  God  for  having  once 
more  granted  him  that  fatisfaflion,  and  threw  him- 
felf  on  his  knees.  Two  foidiers  then  took  him  up 
to  carry  him  a  Slip  board;  when  finding  hirnfelf  fur- 
rounded  with  a  crowd  of  people  drawn  together  by 
the  report  of  his  departure,  he  railed  his  voice  and 
cried  out,  cc  gentlemen,  I  take  you  to  witnefs,  that 
I  appoint  Don  Juan  de  Salazar  de  Efpinofa  to  com¬ 
mand  in  this  province,  till  his  Majefty  has  lent  you 
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another  governor.  ”  He.  could  fay  no  more*-  as  %  a- 
negas,  clapping  a  poignard  to  his  bread:,  threa¬ 
tened  to  bury  it  in  his  heart,  if  he  fppke  another 
word ;  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  give  him  a  flight 
wound.  The  ruffians  then  commanded  the  men, 
who  carried  Don  Alvarez,  to  prefs  forward  as  fad: 
as  they  could ;  and,  when  they  had  him  fafe  on  board, 
ordered  him  to  be  put  down  on  the  item,  between 
two  planks,  laid  fo  clofe  together,  that  he  could 
not  turn  hipifelf.  Cabrera  and  Vanegas  embark¬ 
ed  on  board  the  fame  fliip  *,  and  Irala  fent  with  them 
a  perfon  called  Lope  de  Ugarte,  to  have  an  eye  to 
his  intereils  at  court.  This  man  was  one  of  thofe, 
who  had  the  greatefl:  hand  in  all  the  excelfes  com¬ 
mitted  againft  the  governor,  but  like  his  mailer* 
had  not  declared  himfelf  publicldy-,  for  which  rea- 
fon,  Cabrera  and  Vanegas  flattered  themfelves,  that 
in  Spain,  no  one  would  form  any  fufpicions  to  their 
prejudice. 

As  foon  as  all  were  embarked,  the  two  revenue 
officers,  who  remained  behind  at  the  Affumption, 
imprifoned  Don  Juan  de  Salazar  and  Eftopinian 
Cabeca  de  Vaca,  nephew  to  Don  Alvarez,  and  two- 
days  after  fent  them  on  board  a  fecond  brigantine, 
which  foon  overtook  the  firil.  The  confpirators 
muft  have  had  very  ftrong  reafons  to  fend  thefe  two 
officers  to  Spain,  as  they  were  men  of  great  birth 
and  merit.  But,  befide.s  their  being  greatly  dteem- 
ed  by  the  garriion,  which,  therefore,  might  range 
itfelf  under  their  orders,  they  were,  perhaps,  put 
on  fhip  board,  merely  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  with  the  governor,  whom,  it  appears,  his  ene¬ 
mies  had  refoived  to  put  out  of  the  way.  It  is,  at 
kail,  certain,  that  Don  Alvarez,  having  reaudled, 
that  two  of  his  fervants,  who  had  followed  him  a 
fhip  board,  might  be  permitted  to  drefs  his  victuals 
for  him,  and  ferve  them  up  to  him,  v/as  denied  this 
fin  all  favour,  and  a  Bifcayen,  called  Mechin,  had 
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orders  to  perform  the  firft  part  of  this  office;  and 
then  deliver  what  he  had  prepared  into  the  hands- 
of  Ugarte,  who  was  to  perform  the  fecond,  But 
Don  Alvarez  immediately  perceived,  that  his  vic¬ 
tuals  were  feafoned  with  arfenic,  againft  which  he 
had  no  other  way  of  fecuring  himiclf,  but  by  vo¬ 
miting  himfelf  violently  with  a  little  oil,  of  which 
he  had  taken  on  board  a  fmall  quantity.  After  hav¬ 
ing  gone  on  in  this  manner  tor  three  days  fuccef- 
fivelv,  he  declared  he  would  no  longer  take  any 
thing  but  from  the  hands  of  his  own  fervants  *,  upon 
whkh  the  revenue  officers  told  him  very  coolly,  that 
he  might  ftarve  himfelf,  if  he  pleafed  *,  for  that  no 
one  ffiould  hinder  him.  Accordingly  they  fuf- 
fered  him  to  go  without  any  fupport  for  feveral  days, 
till,  finding  himfelf  very  far  gone,  and  that  his  ene¬ 
mies  wiffied  only  for  his  death,  he  took  every  thing 
they  gave  him  ;  continuing  to  have  recoiirfe  to 
his  oil,  as  often  as  he  found  any  occafion  for  it. 

Besides  Salazar  and  Cabeca  de  Vaca,  theconfpira- 
tors  had  embarked,  as  prifoners,  on  board  the  let  end 
(hip,  Pedro  Fernandez  and  Ruiz  Miranda.  Several 
other  perfons  obtained  leave  to  return  to  Spain  by 
the  fame  opportunity,  and,  among  the  reft,  father 
Juan  de  Salazar,  a  religious  of  la  Merci;  but, 
firft,  they  made  him  pro  n  ife,  not  to  interpefe  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Don  Alvarez.  Cabrera  and  Vanegas,  how¬ 
ever,  thought  this  was  runnirgtoo  great  a  rifk,  and 
fent  them  back  to  the  Afiumptionon  board  the  fame 
fhip,  that  had  brought  them  out  *,  and,  along  with 
them,  the  two  fervants  of  Don  Alvarez,  to  the  great 
grief  of  their  mailer. 

The  other  brigantine,  with  Don  A  lVarez  on  board, 
had  fcarce  loft  fight  of  land,  when  there  arole  lo  fu¬ 
rious  a  ftorm,  that  the  mod  experienced  n  ar.reis 
gave  themfelves  up  for  loft.  Upon  this,  the  two 
revenue  officers,  who  thought  themfelves  at  the 
point  of  being  arraigned  at  that  great  tribunal  from 
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whence  there  is  no  appeal,  and  where  truth  can  nei¬ 
ther  be  ftifled  nor  difguifed,  felt  all  the  weight  of 
their  crimes.  Nay  the  pangs  of  their  confcience, 
extorted  from  them  a  public  confeftion  of  all  their 
iniquities,  and  forced  them  to  declare,  that  they  now 
plainly  few,  that  the  arm,  which  revenges  opprefe 
fed  innocence,  had  flirred  up  the  elements  againft: 
them.  Cabrera  took  off  the  governor’s  irons' with 
his  own  hands  •,  and,  along  with  Vanegas,  kiffed 
his  feet.  They  then,  with  a  loud  voice,  afked  his 
pardon  for  all  the  injuries  they  had  done  him,  and 
authentically  recanted  all  the  falfe  reports  they  had 
fpread  to  the  prejudice  of  his  honour  ;  adding  that 
they  had  taken  a  thoufend  falfe  oaths  to  deftroyhim. 
Laftly,  they  conjured  him,  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
forgive  them  all  thefe  enormities ;  and  not  ruin 
them,  in  cafe  they  efcaped,  in  the  eyes  of  his  im¬ 
perial  Majefty. 

Don  Alvarez  promifed  them  every  thing  they 
aflted,  and  affured  them,  that  he  forgot  all  that  was 
paft.  In  the  mean  time,  the  ftorm,  after  raging 
four  days  without  intermiftion,  had  entirely  fub- 
Tided,  and  the  whole  flip’s  company  looked  upon 
themfelves  as  indebted  to  the  virtue  and  merits  of 
fo  holy  a  man,  for  their  unexpected  deliverance. 
The  brigantine,  after  this,  failed  two  thoufandfive 
.hundred  leagues  without  making  land  ♦,  fo  that  the 
people  on  board  foon  few  themfelves  reduced  to  a 
little  meal,  which  they  made  into  cakes  with  hog’s 
lard  y  for  the  revenue  officers  fcarce  faw  themfelves 
out  of  danger  of  periffiing  by  ffiip wreck,  than  the 
fear  of  God’s  judgments  made  way  in  their  wicked 
hearts  for  that  of  their  fovereign’s  anger,  againft: 
which  Don  Alvarez’s  promiles  they  imagined 
would  be  but  a  {lender  fecurity,  after  the  pubiick 
confeffion  they  had  made.  They,  therefore,  chofe 
to  keep  to  lea,  though  in  danger  of  periffiing  by 
hunger,  rather  than  by  touching  at  the  Brazils,  or 
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Hifpaniola,  expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  of 
being  arrefted  there.  At  length,  after  a  three  months 
dreadful  navigation,  the  immediate  proipedl  of  fa¬ 
mine  obliged  them  to  put  into  the  Azores,  where, 
immediately'  on  landing,  they  waited  on  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  fort  to  acquaint  him,  that  they  had 
on  board  a  man,  who,  in  his  paffage  by  the  Cape  de 
verd  Hands,  had  plundered  that  of  Santiago  •,  and 
that  he  might  do  whatever  he  pleafed  with  him. 

The. commander,  furprifed  at  fuch  an  accufation, 
began  to  fufpedt  the  truth  of  it.  u  What  you  tell  me, 
(faid  he,)  cannot  be  true.  Is  there  a  private  man 
living  bold  enough  to  affront  my  mailer,  who,  be¬ 
sides,  does  not  leave  his  ports  defencelefs  enough  to 
be  fo  eafily  infulted  ?”  Confounded  with  this  an- 
fwer,  the  meaning  of  which  they  thoroughly  compre¬ 
hended,  they  immediately  retired  without  making 
any  reply  *,  and,  leaving  their  prifoner  onboard  the 
brigantine,  went  on  board  another  fhip  juft  fetting 
fail  for  Spain,  where  they  arrived  twelve  days  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  gave  out  that  he  was  gone  to  Portu¬ 
gal  to  communicate  his  difcoveries  to  the  court  of 
Lifbon.  They  then  repaired  to  Valladolid,  where 
the  court  then  happened  to  be,  and  laid  before  the 
council  all  their  memorials,  with  all  the  papers  they 
had  prepared  in  fupport  of  them. 

Unhappily  for  them,  the  Royal  Council  of  the 
Indies  had  at  this  time  for  prefident,  Don  Sebaftian 
Ramirez  Fuenscal,  bifhop  of  Cuenca,  who  to  the 
irreateft  knowledge  of  American  affairs  joined  the 
greateft  integrity  and  circumfpedtion.  He  had  been 
before  prefident  of  the  Royal  Audience  of  San-Do- 
mingo,  and  of  that  of  New  Spain  j  and  his  great  ex¬ 
perience  made  him  immediately  fufpedt,  and  foon 
difcover  the  wicked  defigns  of  thefe  mifcreants,  who 
drove  artfully  to  conceal  their  machinations  under, 
the  fpecious  pretex't  of  an  unlimited  zeal  for  the 
good  of  the  public.  He  was  even  preparing  to 

K  2  make 


1 32  THE  HISTORY 

'  make  a  public  example  of  them,  when  death  in- 
terpofed  to  the  great  regret  of  all  the  kingdom! 
Don  Alvarez,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived  at  Vallado¬ 
lid  *,  and,  the  very  night  of  his  arrival,  his  two  ac- 
eufers  fet  out  for  Madrid,  where  the  court  was  about 
to  remove  a  few  days  after.  Garcias  Vanegas  died 
fuddenly,  without  having  time  to  utter  a  Tingle 
word,  and  his  eyes  darting  out  of  their  lockets ; 
and,  pretty  much  about  the  fame  time,  Cabrera  ex¬ 
pired,  after  killing  his  wife,  in  a  tit  of  madnefs.  We 
are  alfo  told,  that  the  two  Friars,  who  went  from  the 
Affumption  to  Brazil,  in  order  to  pafs  from  thence 
into  Spain  with  memorials  again  ft  Don  Alvarez, 
died  fuddenly,  and  in  a  very  deplorable  manner. 

But,  though  Don  Alvarez  had  now  no  longer 
any  enemies  in  Spain,  and  thejuftice  of  God,  fo  fig- 
nally  difplayed  again  lx  his  accufers,  feemed  more 
than  fufficient  topfbve  his  innocence,  he  was  not 
fully  acquitted  of  every  thing  laid  to  his  charge  in 
lefs  than  e.ght  years  -,  nor  did  the  council  think  pro¬ 
per  to  fend  him  back  to  Paraguay,  left  his  preience 
there  ftiould  occafion  frefn  dillurbances.  Nay  he  did 
not,  all  this  time,  receive  any  reward  for  his  fer- 
vices,  nor  any  indemnification  for  the  Ioffes  he  had 
incurred,  and  the  difburiements  he  had  made,  in 
the  emperor’s  fervice.  This  delay  is  attributed  to 
his  Majefty’s  long  abfence  from  his  Sqanilh  territo¬ 
ries.  At  laft,  the  Emperor  granted  him  a  penfion 
of  two  thoufand  gold  crowns,  and  gave  him  a  place 
in  the  Royal  Audience  of  Seville,  where  he  died  in  ij: 
a  very  advanced  age.  I  have,  ,  indeed,  feen  a  me-  | 
morial,  in  which  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  immediately 
gratified  with  a  feat  in  the  Royal  Councilof  the  In¬ 
dies,  But,  though  his  fovereign  might  have  \* 
amply  rewarded  him  for  all  his  fervices,  he  (I 
never  indemnified  him  for  all  his  bufferings,  nor  1 
properly  acknowledged  the  heroic  manner,  in  which 
be  bore  the  many  indignities  that  had  been  offered 
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him.  At  this,  however,  we  are  not  to  be  furpri- 
zed.  There  are  virtues  which  no  earthly  monarch 
can  do  juftice  to.  Thofe,  who  think  and  act  up 
to  the  great  principles  of  chriftianity,  know  that 
God  alone  can  be  their  reward. 

The  Qownefs  of  thefe  proceedings  may,  indeed 
in  fome  meafure  be  accounted  for,  by  the  diftance 
of  Paraguay,  from  whence  it  was  requifite  to  have 
judicial  informations*,  as  well  as  by  the  long  abfence 
of  the  Emperor  from  his  hereditary  dominions. 
Befides,  this  great  and  good  man,  might,  agree¬ 
able  to  his  known  difpofition,  put  up  with  the 
teftimony  of  his  confcience  *,  and,  therefore, 
give  himfelf  very  little  trouble  to  folicit  his  judges, 
and  engage  them  to  terminate  the  profecution 
againft  him,  though  he  knew  it  mu  ft  end  greatly 
to  his  advantage.  But  what  did  him  moft  honour, 
was,  that  he  never  let  fall  a  fingle  word  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  his  enemies,  or  that  could  bear  hard  upon 
Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Iraia,  even  after  he  had 
learned  how  unworthily  this  officer  had  a&ed  in 
regard  to  him,  after  his  departure  from  the  Af~ 
fumption,  as  we  ffiall  prefently  relate.  However, 
the  agent,  whom  Iraia  fent  over  to  take  care  of  his 
interefts  at  court,  could  never  obtain  leave  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Paraguay.  All  that  now  remains  to  com- 
pleat  the  hiftory  of  Don  Alvarez  is,  to  give  fomc 
account  of  the  voyage  undertaken,  by  his  orders, 
by  captain  Fernandez  de  Ribera,  and  of  which 
Don  Alvarez  himlelf  heard  nothing  till  his  arrival 
in  Spain. 

Ribera,  as  has  been  already  faid,  fet  out  from 
King's  Port,  the  20th  of  De-.  ember,  1543,  with 
two  fifty  men,  and  entered  the  Iguata,  which,  in  fix 
days,  he  found  to  be  formed  weftward  ot  the 
Paraguay  and  King's  Port,  by  the  junddon  of  two 
others  called  Tacareati  and  Tayva.  Here  he  left  his 
brigantine,  with  twelve  men  to  take  care  of  her, 
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and  fet  out  with  the  other  forty,  and  a  guide  given 
him  by  the  Xarayes,  who  underftood  the  language 
current  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  he  was  to 
traverie,  and  a  royal  notary,  called  John  Vakieras* 
fent  with  him  by  Don  Alvarez  to  keep  an  exact 
account 'of  every  thing  they  could  difcover.  But 
Ribera  thought  it  belt  not  to  impart  any  thing  of 
what  he  learned  by  means  of  his  interpreter,  in  his 
private  conventions  with  the  Indians,  to  any  one 
but  Don  Alvarez,  who,  he  knew,  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  examine  every  thing  by  himfelf.  But 
Don  Alvarez  being  too  much  indifpofed,  at  Ri¬ 
bera’s  return  to  King’s  Port,  to  receive  a  full  ac¬ 
count  of  every  thing  he  learned,  he  followed  him 
to  the  Aflfumption  *,  where  v/e  have  feen  it  was  irn- 
poffible  to  fpeak  to  him  at  any  rate.  Upon  this, 
Ribera  thought  it  his  duty  to  draw  up  a  relation, 
inform,  of  all  his  difcoveries ^  and,  as  loon  as  it  was 
ready,  he  affembled,  in  the  church  of  the  fathers 
for  the  redemption  of  captives,  fome  perfons, 
upon  whofe  difcretion  he  could  depend  ;  then,  in 
prefence  of  the  fuperior  of  the  convent,  and  the 
royal  notary  Pedro  Fernandez,  he  read  to  them  his 
relation,  and  fwore  to  the  truth  of  it  upon  the  holy 
evangelifls.  The  fubflance  of  it  I  fhall  now  give 
the  reader. 

Ribera,  on  his  arrival  at  the  confluence  of  the 
two  rivers  forming  the  Iguata,  was  informed  by  the 
Xarayes  he  met  there,  that  the  Yayoa  iffues  from 
the  mountains  of  Santa  Martha.*,  and  the  Yacareati, 
from  thofe  of  Peru,  whence  it  falls  precipitately  into 
a  very  low  country  ;  that  they,  firft,  mix  together  in 
the  country  of  the  PerGbacacz ,  and  then  feparate  and 
form  a  very  great  ifland  well  inhabited  by  different 
nations.  After  taking  leave  of  the  Xarayes,  whofe 
Cacique,  called  Gamin?  had  received  him  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  marks  of  kindnefs  and  refpedt,  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  march  for  three  days,  when  he  arrived 
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among  another  nation  of  Indians,  called  Urtuezez> 
who,  like  the  Xarayes,  till  the  ground,  and  feed 
feveral  kinds  of  poultry.  He  then  pulhed  on, 
through  a  very  populous  country,  till  he  arrived 
i  n  fourteen  degrees  and  fifty  three  minutes  of  South 
latitude. 

During  his  flay  among  the  Urtuezez,  who  had 
for  neighbours  the  Ahurtinez ,  a  great  many  Indians 
of  the  neighbourhood  came  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
prefented  him  feathers  like  thofe  found  in  Peru, 
and  plates  of  a  metal  they  called  Chafalonia «  He 
examined  them  feparately,  concerning  the  country 
that  lay  beyond  them,  and  they  all  unanimoufty  told 
him,  that,  at  ten  days  march  to  the  North-weft, 
there  were  large  towns  inhabited  by  women,  who  had 
great  quantities  of  white  and  yellow  metal,  and 
were  governed  by  a  woman,  whom  the  nations  in 
her  neighbourhood  greatly  feared  and  refpedted  ; 
that  thefe  women  made  ufe  of  nothing  but  what 
was  made  of  wdiite  metal  ;  and  that,  on  the  road 
to  them,  there  was  a  nation  of  very  little  men, 
unable  to  make  head  againft  the  women  who 
often  invaded  their  country  •,  but  that,  however, 
at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year,  they  fent  for  fome 
of  thefe  little  men,  to  have  children  by  them  ;  that 
they  kept  the  girls  to  themfelves,  but  fent  the  boys, 
when  weaned,  back  to  their  fathers  ;  that,  by  what 
he  could  gather  from  thefe  Indians,  thefe  wo¬ 
men  inhabit  a  traft  of  land,  North-morth-weft  of 
the  mountains  of  Santa  Martha,  and  a  great  lake, 
which  the  natives  call  the  houfe  of  the  fun ,  becaufe 
this  luminary  appears  to  them  to  let  in  it  ;  that,  be¬ 
yond  the  country  of  thele  women,  there  are  fe¬ 
veral  numerous  nations  of  black  men,  with  beards 
terminating  in  a  point.  The  Indians,  who  gave 
this  account,  added,  that  they  had  heard  thofe 
particulars  from  their  fathers,  but  had  not  themfelves 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  eye-witnefs  to  them  ; 

K  4  *  that 
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that  their  neighbours  had  given  them  the  fame  ac¬ 
count,  adding,  withal*  that  all  thole  black  men 
were  very  well  drefled,  hau  large  houfes  built  with 
earth  and  ftones,  and  white  and  yellow  metal  in 
fuch  plenty,  that  all  their  veflels,  their  kettles, 
and  in  general,  all  their  uterifils  were  made  of  one 
or  the  other. 

Ribera  alked  them,  which  way  thefe  black  men 
lived,  and  they  anfwered,  that,  after  fifteen  days 
inarch.  North- weft,  he  might  expedt  to  be  very 
near  their  country;  from  whence  he  concluded, 
that  they  muft  be  fituated  about  the  twelfth  degree 
of  South  latitude,  between  the  mountains  of  Santa 
Martha  and  thofe  of  the  Maranon.  He. was  like- 
wife  informed,  that  thefe  black  men  were  a  very 
warlike  nation,  but  had  no  other  arms  but  bows 
and  arrows.  The  fame  Indians  gave  him,  likewife, 
to  underftand  by  figns,  that,  between  the  Weft- 
north-weft  and  the  North-weft  one  quarter  North, 
there  were  a  great  many  well  inhabited  tradls  of  land, 
and  fome  towns  of  fuch  a  length,  that  a  man  could 
not,  in  one  day,  walk  from  one  end  of  them  to  the 
other  ;  that  all  thefe  Indians  had  a  great  deal  of 
yellow  and  white  metal,  and  that  the  road  to  them 
was  not  very  long,  and  lay,  befides,  through  a  popu¬ 
lous  country  ;  that  there  was  a  lake  to  the  Weft,  of 
fuch  extent,  that  there  was  no  feeing  acrofs  it ;  that 
all  the  Indians  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
lake  had  a  great  deal  of  metal  and  little  ftones,  that 
caft  a  great  luftre,  and  with  which  they,  adorned  the 
borders  of  their  cloaths,  and  their  furniture;  that 
their  towns  were  very  large  ;  that  they  tilled  their 
gr  und,  'and  bred  great  quantities  of  -  poultry  ; 
and  that  from  the  place  where  he  now  was,  he 
might  arrive  at  the  lake  in  fifteen  days  ;  that  the 
roads  to  it  were  very  good,  when  the  waters  did 
not  happen  to  be  out,  and  lay  through  a  populous 
country;  that,  at  prefent,  the  rivers  in  the  way 

had 
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had  overflown  their  banks  ;  and  that,  bdides,  Ribera 
had  too  few  men  to  attempt  travelling  through  Ip 
well  inhabited  a  country.  , 

They  then  told  him,  that,  Weft  one  quarter 
South  Weft,  there  were  other  great  towns,  whole 
houfes  were  built  with  earth*  and  whole  inhabi- 
tants  were  very  courteous  and  rich,  having  metals 
in  abundance,  and  feeding  great  flocks  of  very 
large  Iheep,  which  they  made  ufe  of  to  plough  and 
harrow  their  ground,  and  carry  burdens  ;  that  he 
c  uld  get  to  them  in  a  few  days  and  that  the  road  lay 
through  an  inhabited  country,  where  there  were 
chriftians  all,  and  Tome  fandy  defarts,  where  no  wa¬ 
ter  was  to  be  found.  Ribera  having  afked  them, 
Tow  they  came  to  know  they  were  chriftians  at  that 
fide  of  the  country,  they  anfwered,  that,  formerly, 
f  me  Indians,  who  lived  at  no  great  diftance  from 
thefe  towns,  had  heard  the  people  of  the  country- 
fay,  that,  in  crofting  thefe  defarts,  they  had  feen 
white  men,  with  beards,  dreffed  like  himfelf,  and 
riding  upon  animals,  which,  a,  cording  to  the  de- 
feription  they  gave  of  them,  mult  be  horfes ;  but,  that 
not  finding  any  water  in  thefe  defarts,  they  were 
obliged  to  make  the  bell  of  their  way  back  ♦,  after 
many  of  them  had  penlhed  with  hunger  and  thirft. 

Ribera,  having  then  afked  them*,  how  they 
came  to  know  all  thefe  particulars,  they  anfwered, 
that  there  was  a  great  communication  between  ail 
thefe  nations  ;  and  that  it  was  certain,  chriftians 
had  been  ieen,  wich  their  horfes,  coming  from  to- 
war  is  the  defart  ;  that  they  likewife  knew,  by 
hear-fay,  that,  on  the .  declivity  of  the  mountains 
to  the  South- Weft,  there  were  large  towns,  whofe 
inhabitants  were  very  ri.  h  in  metals  *,  and  that,  at 
the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  the  water  was  fait, 
and  very  great  buildings  had  been  feen  moving  on 
this  water*  In  fine,  ha  ing  afked  them,  if  all  the 
nations  they  had  mentioned  had  chiefs,  who  had 
b  •  •  an 
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&n  authority  over  the  reft  of  the  nation,  they  anfwer- 
ed,  that  every  nation  had  its  own  chief,  who  was  al¬ 
ways  the  braved  men  in  it,  and  that  all  the  fedpunc- 
tually  obeyed  him.  Ribera  concluded,  upon  oath, 
that,  not  fatisfied  with  what  the  Indians  told  him, 
when  he  fpoke  to  them  in  general  and  all  together, 
he  had  examined  them  feparately  when  they  all  an- 
fwered  uniformly,  and  without  the  leaf!  alteration. 

To  return  to  Irala,  he  behaved  as  if  he  flattered 
himfelf,  that  Don  Alvarez  would,  never  return  to 
Paraguay,  but  would  peridi  on  his  paffage  to  Spain  *• 
or,  if  he  did  not  fall  under  the  weight  of  the  heavy 
charges  brought  againft  him,  lofe  all  his  credit  in 
confequence  of  them.  He  entered  upon  the  ex- 
ereife  of  the  pod,  which  the.  enemies  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  had  conferred  upon  him,  by  didributing  his 
fpoils  among  thofe,  whom  it  mofc  imported  him  to 
make  his  friends.  But,  though  Don  Alvarez  could 
not  be  long  ignorant  of  fo  ftrange  a  proceeding,1 
he,  notwit  hdanding,  continued  to  obierve  the  drict- 
ed  filence  in  regard  to  him,  even  when  he  might 
have  ruined  him  with  a  Angle  word. 

He  foon  found  means  to  interefl  in  his  fuccefs 


all  thofe,  from  whom  he  had  any  thing  to  fear,  or 
whofe  affiilance  he  might  Hand  in  need  of,  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  ill  got  power,  by  au¬ 
thorizing  their  injuftice,  or  (hutting  his  eyes  on 
their  manner  of  treating  the  Indians.  But,  as  he 
foon  underftood,  that  fuch  meafures,  alone,  are  in- 
fu  flic  lent  to  fecure  the  poffeflion  of  an  authority, 
which,  when  not  ratified  by  the  fovereign,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  fhared  by  thofe  who  conferred  it,  he 
thought  it  his  bufinefs  to  give  work,  abroad,  to 
all  thofe,  from  whom  he  might  expect  any  con¬ 
tradiction  at  home.  It  was  partly  for  this  reafon, 
but  {fill  more,  to  make  himfelf  necelfary,  by 
entering  intothe  views  of  the  Emperor,  that  he 
refolved  to  continue  his  difcoveries. 
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He  little  expelled  the  revenue  officers  would 
oppofe  him  in  this  deftgn.  On  the  fir  ft  mention  of 
k,  however,  thefe  gentlemen  told  him,,  that  it  was 
not  proper  he  fhouid  leave  the  Aiiumption,  till 
his  majefty  had  confirmed  him  in  the  government 
of  this  province.  If  the  mil underftan ding  between 
him  and  thefe  officers  did  not  break  out  before 
this  declaration,  at  leaft  it  foon  followed  ;  and  then 
the  confufion  became  general.  The  Indians,  who 
foon  difeovered  the  critical  iituation  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  it.  By  way  of 
making  reprifais  for  the  cruelty,  with  which  the 
Spaniards  did  not  ceafe  to  treat  them,  they  plun¬ 
dered  all  their  country  fettlements.  Irak,  however, 
was  a  gainer  on  the  occafion,  on  account  of  the  me- 
ceffity  the  Spaniards  had  of  him  to  rep  refs  thefe 
intuits.  He  no  fooner  took  the  field,  than  the  Indi¬ 
ans  difappeared  •,  and  they  never  ventured  to  ffiew 
their  faces  again. 

r  Having  fa  firmly  eftabliffied  his  an- 
'  thority  by  this  fuccefs,  that  no  one,* 
henceforward,  dared  to  contradict  him,  he  refolved 
to  proceed  on  his  firft  defign.  He  had  attached 
to  his  intereft  a  gentleman  born  at  Tru-xillo,  in 
Eftramadura,  called  Nafio  de  Chaves,  a  man  of 
great  refolution,  and  who  wifhed  for  nothing  more 
than  an  opportunity  of  fignalizing  himfelf.  This 
gentleman,  he  ordered  to  go  and  wait  for  him 
with  the  director  of  provisions,  Lefcano  and  forty 
Spaniards,  among  the  Mayas  or  Tayas ,  who  live 
to  the  Weft  of  the  Paraguay,  and  about  ope  hun¬ 
dred  leagues  north  of  the  AlTumption,  almoft  un- 
derthe  tropic  •,  and,  after  overcoming  fome  iinfore- 
feen  obftacles,  which  delayed  him  a  little,  followed 
him  in  perfon,  after  gaining  the  foldiers,  by  per¬ 
mitting  them  to  live  at  diferetion  in  all  the  places 
they  fhouid  pafs  through  ;  and  naming  Don  Fran- 
eifeo  de  Mendoza,  his  lieutenant  general,  during 

his 


I40  THE  HISTORY 

his  abfence.  He  took  along  with  him  three  Jiun~ 
dred  Spaniards,  upon  four  brigantines  ^  and  was 
followed  by  three  thoufand  rive  hundred  Indians, 
part  in  pirogues,  and  the  reft  by  land,  to  the  river 
of  the  Itatines,  where  they  at  laft,  embarked. 
Here  Chavez  joined  the  general  with  provifions  j 
and  the  army  remounted  the  Paraguay  to  King’s 
Port. 

From  King’s  Port  they  continued  their  march 
till  they  met  the  Xarayes,  who  are  faid  to  be  the 
moft  politick  and  civilized  nation  of  all  this  con¬ 
tinent.  At  leaft,  they  received  Irala  very  well  ^  flip- 
plied  him  with  provifions  in  abundance  •,  gave  him 
lbrne  men  by  way  of  reinforcement,  and  to  ferve 
him  as  guides.  This  behaviour  of  theirs  engaged 
him  to  leave  in  their  care  his  veftels,  which  he  had 
now  no  longer  any  occafton  for*,  and  then  hefet  out 
North-W eftwards .  The  firft  Indians  he  met  with 
informed  him  of  many  things  concerning  all  the 
country,  reaching  as  far  as  the  river  of  Amazons, 
and  told  him,  among  other  things,  that,  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake  Del  Dorado ,  there  were  feveral 
nations,  who  had  gold  and  ftiver  in  great  plenty  j 
that  the  Simbkojts  in  particular,  who  lived  to  the 
Weft,  had  very  rich  mines.  He,  upon  this, 
thought  proper  to  diredt  his  courfe  that  way  $  and, 
after  many  days  march,  arrived  on  the  banks  of 
the  Guapay ,  which  falls  into  the  Mamore ,  a  great 
river,  that  difcharges  itfelf  under  the  name  of  Rio 
de  la  Madera  into  the  Maranon.  From  hence 
he  travelled  till  he  reached  the  Sembicofis,  who 
live  at  the  foot  of  the  Peruvian  mountains,  and 
prefented  him  with  many  fa m pies  of  gold  and  fil- 
ver.  He,  likewife  met,  with  fome  Indians  there, 
who  informed  him,  that  there  then  reigned  great 
divisions  among  the  Spaniards  of  Peru  *,  and,  as  he 
thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  pay  his 
court  to  the  Emperor,  he  fent  Chaves  to  the  pre~ 

;  fidem 
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iident  de  la  Gafca,  who  commanded  in  that  king¬ 
dom  for  his  majefty,  to  offer  himfelf,  and  all  the 
troops  he  had  along  with  him.  The  prefident 
accepted  his  offers,  and  named  Don  Diego  de  Cen¬ 
teno,  to  govern  Paraguay  during  his  abfence.  It 
even  appears,  that  he  intended  this  officer  ffiould 
continue  there. 

But,  as  Irak’s  meffengers  made  a  very  long  flay, 
becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  Lima,  where 
the  prefident  then  was,  his  troops  prelfed  him 
greatly  to  enter  Peru  •,  and,  on  being  told,  that  he. 
could  not  do  fo,  without  leave  from  the  perfon 
who  commanded  there,  they  replied,  that,  if  that 
was  the  cafe,  they  muff  return  to  Paraguay.  Upon 
this,  he  reprefented  to  them,  that  he  had  given  his 
word  to  Chaves  to  wait  for  him,  and  that,  in  honour 
andjuflice,  he  could  not  go  from  it.  But,  the  only 
eifedt  thcfe  reprefentations  had  on  the  folciiers, 
was  to  make  them  mutinv,  fo  that  he  found  him¬ 
felf  under  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  yielding  to  their 
entreaties.  At  his  arrival  among  the  Xarayes, 
finding  his  veffels  in  good  order,  he  took  flipping 
to  return  to  the  Affumption,  where  he  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  till  the  third  year  after  he  had  left  it. 

In  this  interval,  great  changes  had 
I547  49-  happened  at  the  Affumption.  In  about 
twelve  months  after  his  fetting  out,  Don  Francilco 
de  Mendoza,  whom  Irak  had  left  to  command 
there  during  his  abfence  ;  and,  indeed  many  others, 
began  to  think,,  that  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irala,  from  whom,  all  this  time,  there  arrived  no 
news,  had  met  with  the  fame  fate  with  Don  Juan 
de  Ayolas.  His  friends,  therefore,  advifed  him 
to  propofe  the  election  of  a  new  governor,  as  he 
could  make  no  doubt,  they  faid,  of  all  the  votes 
being  for  him  •,  and  of  his  afterwards  obtaining, 
by  the  intereft  of  his  illultrious  family,  a  com* 
million  in  form  from  the  Emperor. 
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He  followed  their  advice  *s  fpoke  to  all  the  elec¬ 
tors  ;  and  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  had  gained  them 
over  to  his  interek,  though  their  propofmg  to  him, 
that  he  fliould  tirft  refign  his  poft  of  lieutenant  ge¬ 
neral,  might  naturally  enough  make  him  lufpedt 
their  fmcerity.  How  great,  therefore,  muk  have 
•have  been  his  furprize,  when,  after  doing  what 
they  propofed,  Don  Diego  de  Abreu  was  de¬ 
clared  governor,  on  the  very  fir  ft  fcrutiny,  and 
proclaimed  on  the  fpot.  Thunder-knack,  in  a 
manner,  to  fee  himfelf  thus  outwitted  by  thofe, 
whom  he  flattered  himfelf  he  had  made  his  friends, 
he  confuted  thofe,  whom  he  kill  thought  fo  ;  and, 
they  all,  unluckily  for  him,  gave  it  as  their  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  election  was  void  ;  and  took  notice 
to  him,  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  a  premedi¬ 
tated  defign  to  exclude  him  from  the  fupreme  com¬ 
mand,  he  had  been  firit  obliged  to  give  up  that 
lie  was  in  adtual  poffeiTion  of  .;  that  he  iliould  begin, 
by  caufing  this  his  refignation  to  be  declared 
furreptitious ;  and  then  exercife  the  functions  of 
it  as  before  ;  that  they  would  fupport  him  in  thefe 
meaiures,  and  foon  find  means  to  make  him  maker 
of  de  Abreu’s  perfon. 

The  new  governor  was  foon  informed  of  this 
cabal  and,  without  lofing  a  kngle  moment,  caufed 
Mendoza's  houfe  to  be  inveked.  At  the  firk  mo¬ 
tion  for  this  purpofe,  almpk  all  thofe,  who  had  en¬ 
gaged  him  in  this  fcrape,  made  their  efcape.  The 
rek,  who  continued  with  him,  were  all  put 
under  arrek,  and  fentenced  to  lofe  their  heads. 
Mendoza  appealed  to  the  Emperor's  council ; 
but  he  was  told,  that  his  appeal  was  void  and 
abufive  •,  and  that  he  fhould  think  of  nothing  but 
to  make  his  peace  with  God.  Upon  this,  he 
refigoed  himfelf,  and  prepared  for  death,  in  a 
chrikian  manner  ;  received  the  facraments  of  the 
church  ;  and  was  conducted  by  a  company  of 
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fpldiers  to  the  fcaffold,  which,  to  the  aim  oft  gene¬ 
ral  difapprobation  of  the  province,  the  governor 
had  caufed  to  be  erehted  before  his  own  houfe. 

We  cannot  refufe  our  tears  to  the  fad  fate  of 
a  man  of  Don  Mendoza’s  family,  who,  but  a  few 
days  before,  commanded  in  the  fame  city,  where  he 
was  now  condemned  to  fuffer  as  a  criminal,  and 
who  had  gained  himfelf  every  heart  by  a  behaviour 
equally  affable  and  noble.  As  foon  as  he  had  aft 
ctnded  the  fcaffold,  he  exprefted  a  defire  of  fpeak- 
ing,  upon  which  a  profound  filence  enfued.  He* 
then  declared,  that  on  the  fame  day  and  month,  a 
little  before  his  departure  from  Spain,  he  had,  in 
a  fit  of  jealoufy,  and  on  bare  fufpicion,  put' 
to  death  his  firft  wife,  and  his  chaplain  ;  that  he 
now  law  divine  juftice  had  ordered,  that  he 
fhould  expiate  his  crime,  by  falling  under  the  hands 
of  an  executioner  and  that  he  cheerfully  fubmitft 

ed  to  his  fentence,  praying  God  would  be  fatisfied 
with  punifhing  him  in  this  life,  and  fpare  him  in 
the  nexto 


End  cf  the  Second  Book. 
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BOOK  III. 


Imla  returns  to  the  Ajfumption,  and  <  unifies  the 
authors  of  the  revolutions  during  his  abfence. 
Stratagem  of  Irala  to  maintain  himjelf  in  the  govern- 
went.  The  Ajfumption  erected  into  a  bijloorick. 
Arrival  of  the  bfbcp.  Iralcfs  death.  Arrival  of 
a  new  governor.  He  and  the  bifhop  Jet  cur  for 
Peru .  The  governor  depofea  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru. 
Another  named  in  his  place ,  who,  on  his  arrival  at 
the  Ajfumption^  quarrels  with  the  biflxp ,  and  is  by 
him  conducted  pv  if  oner  to  Spain.  A  new  governor 
fent  from  Spain .  General  defcripticn  of  Twuman 

and  Chaco.  Two  very  remarkable  nations  in  Chaco. 
Account  of  the  Chinguanes.  Origin  of  the  Jlavery 
in  which  the  Spaniards  hold  the  Indians. 


TH  E  governor,  having  rid  himfelf  of 
fo  dangerous  a  rival,  had  now  nothing 
to  do  but  endeavour  to  procure  himfelf  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  commifiEn.  He,  therefore,  immediately 
difpatched  a  caravel  to  Spain,  with  Don  Alfonfo  de 
Riquelmi,  whom  he  charged  with  a  judicial  atten¬ 
tion  of  his  eledtion,  and  the  proofs  that  had  been 
received  of  Iraia’s  death  *,  ordering  Ferdinando  de 
Ribera  to  efcort  him,  with  a  brigantine,  as  tar  as  the 
cape  of  Santa  Mar  ha.  Riquelmfs  caravel  en¬ 
deavouring  to  reach  an  ifland  in  oraer  to  dart  from 
thence  into  the  ocean,  was  driven  by  afudden  fquall 
upon  a  rock,  and  dallied  to  pieces.  Ribera,  having 

loon 
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fbon  got  intelligence  of  the  caravel’s  misfortiine ; 
took  on  board  the  crew,  which  had  happily  efcap- 
ed  drowning*  but  were  in  the  gfeateft  danger  of 
perilling  by  the  hands  of  the  favages  ;  and  arrived 
at  the  Alfumption  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1549  ; 
when  he  found  Irak  returned  from  his  inland  ex¬ 
pedition  up  the  Paraguay. 

The  whole  town  went  four  leagues  to  meet  him, 
and  faiuted  him  in  quality  of  their  governor.  Don 
Diego  de  Abreu,  who  had  not  reiblution  enough 
to  oppofe  this  reception,  and  might  well  forefee 
that  Irak  would  make  him  pay  dearly  for  Men¬ 
doza’s  death,  chofe  to  avoid  his  refentment  by 
flight;  Moft  of  thofe,  who  had  any  reafon  to 
dread  a  prosecution  on  the  fame  fcore,  took  th<i 
fame  ftep,  and  polled  themfelves  in  a  mountain, 
from  whence  it  -was  the  more  difficult  to  draw 
them*  as  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  had 
declared  in  their  favour.  But  the  governor  was 
foon  comforted  for  the  lofs  of  his  prey  by  the  arri¬ 
val  of  Chavez  and  thofe  who  had  accompanied  him 
to  Peru,  from  whence  he  returned,  not  only  with¬ 
out  lofing  a  Angle  man,  but  with  a  reinforcement 
of  fifty ‘Spaniards.  ~ 

Chavez,  who  was  fon-in-kw  to  Don 
"549  5°*  Francifeo  de  Mendoza,  claimed  jiiftice 
of  the  governor  again  ft  thofe,  who  had  any  hand 
in  his  death;  and  Irak  promifed  he  fhould  have 
it.  Upon  this,  a  'feW  of  thofe  who  had  not  as 
yet  abfconded  were  happy- enough  to  make  their 
efcape  ;  the  reft  iuffered.  Abreu,  more  and  more 
alarmed  at  this  feverity,  retired  to  a  greater  dif- 
tance,  but  was  at  laft  overtaken.  Twenty  foldiers, 
w  ho  had  exprefs  orders  to  take  him  dead  or  alive, 
and  for  that  purpofe  were  tracking  him  trom  place 
to  place,  having  fpied  a  kind  of  cabin  furround- 
ed  with  trees  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  of  dif¬ 
ficult  accds,  ^clambered  up  to  it  in  the  night  time; 
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and,  having  diftinguifhed  him  among  four  or  five 
Spaniards,  who  (till  continued  to  Hick  faithfully 
by  him,  one  of  them  fired  upon  him,  and  laid 
him  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

These  tranfa&icns  were  attended 

I55°"55*  Wjt]1  great  violence  and  confufion ; 
and  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  juftify  all  Irala’s  pro* 
ceedings  on  .the  occafion.  Nay,  from  his  be¬ 
haviour  to  Don  Alvarez  there  arifes  a  very  Arons: 
prelum ption  to  his  prejudice.  Unluckily  for  his  re¬ 
putation,  he  did  not  fufficiently  dilguife  his  paffion 
to  command  ;  for  which  he  certainly  was  in  many 
rdpcbls  extremely  well  qualified.  The  impunity, 
with  which  he  permitted  the  foldiery  and  his  ad¬ 
herents  to  treat  not  only  the  Indians,  but  the  reft 
of  die  Spaniards^  and  which  produced  many  re¬ 
volts  among  the  former,  is  utterly  inexcufable. 
Accordingly, .  as  he  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to.  fear,,  that  home  of  the  witneftes  to  his  vexations 
would  give  the  Royal  council  of  the  Indies,  or  / 
the  Emperor,  an  account  of  them,  he  had  every 
where  his  fpies,  whofe  vigilance  was  fa  much  the 
more  formidable,  as  death,  or  at  leaft  imprifonment, 
was  the  certain  confequence  of  being  difcovered 
to  havewvritten  any  letters  to  that  purpofe  ;  for  he 
never  was  at  a  lofs  for  pretexts  to  go  fuch  lengths ; 
and  he  was  equally  attentive  to  prevent  any  of  the 
malcontents  flipping  into  Peru,  as  he  had  as 
much  to  dread  from  thofe  who  commanded  there* 
as  from  the  Emperor  and  his  council. 

He.  could  not  but  know,  that,  at  the  very  time 
he  lent  an  offer  of  his  fervices  to  the  prefident  de 
la  Gafca,  this  nobleman,  whether  becaufe  he  re- 
folved  to  accept  them,  or  becaufe  fome  of  Irala’s 
deputies  had  informed  him  of  the  troubles  in 
Paraguay,  and  made  fome  complaints  of  their 
governor,  refolved  to  fend  one  there,  upon  whom 
he  could  depend  *  and  had  for  this  purpofe,  as  we 

have 
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have  already  feen,  call  his  eyes  upon  Dop 
£)iego  de  Centeno,  an  old  officer,  whofe  name  is 
famous  in  the  hiftory  of  Peru  for  his  zeal  for  the 
fervice  of  his  fovereign,  and  his  other  virtues, 
which  rendered  him  equal  to  the  mod  arduous 
undertakings,  and  worthy  of  the  higheft  honours. 
The  bounds  of  the  country,  which  the  com¬ 
mander  general  of  Pern  thought  proper  to  commit 
to  his  care,  were  Cuzco  and  Charcas  to  the  fouth 
eaft  and  weft,  on  "the  one  fide  *,  and,  on  the  other 
dide,  Brazil  from  the  fourteenth  to  the  twenty- 
feventh  degrees  of  fouth  latitude. 

He  recommended  to  him,  above  all  things,  to 
beftow  his  firft  cares  on  forwarding  the  temporal 
and  eternal  happinefs  of  the  natives ;  never  to  em¬ 
ploy  force  agairiit  them,  till  fair  means  Ihould  be 
found  abfolutely  infufficieht  •,  and  not  only  give 
the  miffionaries  all  the  protection  necefifary  for  the 
due  execution  of  their  functions,  but  even  take 
their  advice  in  all  his  tranfaCdons  relating  to  the 
Indians  ;  not  to  lofe  time  in  running  up  and  down 
the  country,  as  his  prtdeceffors  had  done  to  very 
little  or  no  purpofe  •  but  to  extend  his  lettlements 
by  placing  them  at  fmall  diftances  one  from  the 
other ;  this  being  the  only  furc  method  of  quieting 
the  prefent,  and  preventing  future,  dhTentions  a- 
mong  the  Spaniards,  and  retaining  the  Indians  in 
their  towns,  fince  nothing  but  the  dread  of  being 
molefted  can  oblige  them  todefert  their  old  habita- 
tions  ;  to  exaCt  from  the  Indians  but  a  very 
moderate  tribute,  and  regulate  it  by  the  advice  of 

*  ~j  -  V?  i  .  4 

the  regular  and  fecuiar  clergy  •,  to  grant  no  favours 
but  to  inch  as  by  their  fervice'  and  good  character 
appeared  entitled'  to  them;  hot  to  take  with 
him  any' Spaniards  who  had  a  hand  in  Gonzalvo 
Fizarro’s  revolt ;  in  fine,  to  fee,  that  sll  thofe, 
who  thought  proper  to  follow  him  to  Paraguay, 
obierved  on  the  road'  the  ftridleft  difciphne;  and 
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carried  off  no  Indians  by  force,  upon  any  pretext 
whatever. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,,  but  that  Paraguay  would 
foon  have  put  on  another  face,  in  conlequence  of 
inftrubtions  drawn  up  with  fo  much  wifdom,  and 
given  to  a  man  of  Centeno’s  character.  But  he 
died  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  preparations  to  fee  out 
for  it  5  and  Irala,  it  is  probable,  knew  nothing, 
till  he  received  an  account  of  Centencfs  death.*, 
of  the  danger  he  was  in  of  feeing  Irirnfeif  fup- 
planted  by  another,  if  his  foldiers  had  not 
obliged  him  to  haften  his  return  to  the  Afturaption. 
Irala’s  firft:  care,  on  finding  himfelf  freed  from 
the  danger  of  being  thus  fupplanted  from  Peru,, 
was  to  make  ufeful  eftablifhments  ;  and  it  mu  ft  be 
owned  that  fo  far  Paraguay  is  greatly  indebted  to 
him.  He  had,  by  this  time,  had  leifure  enough 
to  fee,  that  this  colony  could  not  fubfift  without 
a  fea  port,  where  veiTels  from  Spain  might  eafily 
arrive,  and  find  lure  and  convenient  anchorage  ^ 
and  it  looks,  as  if  he  had  refolved,  in  good  earn  eft,, 
to  procure  it  that  advantage,  having  fent  captain- 
Juan  Romero,  with  one  hundred  loidiers,  upon  two 
brigantines  to  chufe  one.  Romero  ftopt  at  the 
mouth  of  a  little  river,  which  falls  into  the  Rio* 
de  la  Plata,  a  little  above  the  iftands  of  feint  Ga¬ 
briel  ;  and  had  begun  to  lay  down  upon  its  banks 
the  plan  of  a  city,  under  the  name  of  Saint  John, 
which  is  likewise  that  of  the  river*  when  the 
Indians  annoyed  the  Spaniards  to  fuch  a  degree,, 
that  he,  at  length,  thought  proper  to  give  up  the 
attempt,  and  fet  out  for  the  Aftumption. 

Having,  one  day  during  the  pafiage,  landed 
with  feme  of  his  people  to  dine  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  the  fpo-t,  where  he  ordered  the  table 
to  be  laid,  fuddenly  loofened  from  the  main  land, 
and  floated  off  with  the  ftream.  Upon  this, 
he  made  an  attempt  to  fwim  back  to  the  bri¬ 
gantine. 
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^antine.  But  there  ehfued  fo  great  an  agitation  in 
the  waters,  that,  to  avoid  being  drowned  with  all  his 
men,  he  was  foon  obliged  to  make  for  the  fhore, 
where  he  was  fcarce  arrived,  when  the  brigantine 
went  to  the  bottom..  At  the  end  of  eight  days,  die 
appeared  again,  when  all  thofe  who  had  been  left  on 
board  her  were  found  dead,  except  a  woman,  who 
allured  them  Ihe  had  differed  nothing,  though 
fhe  had,  for  twice  twenty  four  hours,  forty  four  fa* 
thorn  of  water  upon  her. 

Some  time  after  this,  the  Guaranis,  who  lived 
near  the  great  fall  of  the  Parana,  and  had  volunta¬ 
rily  fubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  applied  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  for  affiftance  againft  the  Tapez,  inhabitants 
of  the  frontiers  of  Brazil,  who,  fupported  by  the 
Portuguefe,  made  frequent  irruptions  into  their 
country,  and  committed  great  ravages  there.  Irala, 
thinking  it  the  duty,  and  even  the  mterdl,  of  the 
Spaniards,  to  afford  them  protection,  raifed 
a  little  army  compofed  of  Spaniards  and  Indians  * 
took  the  command  of  it  faimfelf  $  and  led  it  to  the 
habitations  of  the  Guaranis,  where  their  warriors 
joined  him.  He  then  marched  to  the  Tapez,  who 
defended  themfelves  very  well,  but  were  worfted 
at  lafl ;  and,  to  avoid  being  entirely  cut  to  pieces, 
promiied  they  would  never  mold!  the  Guaranis 
for  the  future.  ; 


The  governor,  having  carefully  examined  the 
fpot  occupied  by  the  Guaranis,  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  build  a  town  there,  as  well  to  be  at 
hand  to  awe  all  this  frontier  of  Brazil,  as  to  get 
nearer  to  the  lea,  and  thereby  always  have  a  better 
opportunity  of  informing  the  council  of  the 
Indies  of  all  the  wants  of  the  colony.  Phis, 
cefolution  once  taken,  he  no  fewer  reached  the 
Affumption,  than  he  charged  Garcias  Rodriguez 
de  Vergara,  with  the  execution'  of  his  project  -y  and 
fent  him  offj  in  15 54,  with  ffxty  men,,  and  every 
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thing  requifite  for  fucii  an  undertaking.  Vergara, 
began  by  looking  about  tor  an  advantageous  fitua- 
tion  tor  his  new  town  .;  and,  at  laft,  flattered  himlelf 
h  had  dilcovered  one  to  the  right  of  the  Parana,  a  lit- 
tie  above  the  great  fall.  He,  therefore,  immediately 
fet  about  the  work,  and  called  his  new  town  Onti- 
veras ,  after  a  town  in  Caffile,  where  he  was  born. 
But  this  name  of  Ontiveras  was  foon  loft,  in  that 
of  Guayra ,  which  the  province  was  known  by. 

About  this  time,  there  arrived  an  order  at  the 
Afllimption  from  the  council  of  the  Indies,  to  fuf- 
pend  the  difcoveries,  and  the  new  eftablifhments 
among  the  Indians ;  and  Irak  caufed  it  to  be  pub- 
lifhed.  He  then  fent  to  Spain  the  Regidor  Don 
Pedro  de  Molina,  a  man  zealoufly  attached  to 
him,  under  the  pretext  of  informing  his  majefty  of 
the  condition  and  wants  of  his  province  ;  but,  in 
reality,  to  have  an  eye  to  his  interefts  at  court. 
And,  left  any  one  fhould  take  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  to  write  againft  him,  he  kept  Molina’s 
voyage  very  fecret,  and  fent  away  with  him  Nuflo 
de  Chaves,  who  wrs  preparing,  by  his  orders,  to 
march  againft  the  Indians  of  the  Brazilian  frontiers, 
of  whom  his  allies  had  made  him  heavy  complaints. 
But,  as  he  ftill  dreaded,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  his 
precautions,  the  malcontents  might  find  out  fome 
means  or  other  of  conveying  memori  Is  againft 
him  to  he  council  of  the  Indies,  he  thought  it  but 
prudent,  in  order  to  Ward  fo  dangerous  a  ftroke, 
to  write  himfelf  to  the  Emperor,  and  befeech  his 
majefty  to  order  his  conduct  to  be  enquired  into, 
from  a  perfliafion,  that  the  confidence  expre fled  by 
fuch  a  requeft  would  defeat  all  the  complaints 
againft  him,  which,  might  happen  to  reach  the  fo~ 
vereign  himfelf,  or  his  council.  Trufting,  there¬ 
fore,  to  his  precaution,  and  looking  upon  himfelf 
as  fecure  from  any  court  itorrn,  he,  at  laft,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  a  diftribution  of  the  lands,  Which  hitherto 

he 
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he  had  conftantly  refufed  ;  but  he  did  it  more  like 
a  lovercign,  than  a  fubjedt *,  and,  in  fpite  of  the 
Emperor’s  injunctions,  made  grants  to  Portuguefe 
and  other  ftrangers ;  threatening,  with  the  fevereft. 
punithment,  all  thofe  who  fhouid  take  upon  them- 
felves  publickly  to  blame  his  conduct  in  this  reft 
ped ;  as  he  made  no  doubt,  he  laid,  of  obtaining 
the  Emperor’s  approbation  of  all  his  meafures. 

To  this  ad  of  defpotifm  he  foon  added  two  -  re¬ 
gulations,  which  tended  greatly  to  ohftrud  the  trade 
carried  on  between  the  Spaniards  and  the- Indians. 
The  Indians  made  no  fcruple  to  exprefs  their 
difpleafure  at  it,  though  the  fear  of  being  ltill  worfe 
treated  hindered  mod  of  them  from  dir  ring. 
Chaves  was  lent,  with  one  hundred .  aud  fifty  men, 
to  chaftife  thofe  who  did  ;  but  he  -found  it  a  much 
harder  talk  than  he  at  firft  imagined.  The  Indians 
defended  them  felves  well,  and  killed  him  a  great 
many  men,  for  which  reafon,  though  they  loft  as 
many  themfelves,  he  thought  proper  to  proceed, 
for  the  future,  by  way  of  negociation  ;  by  which 
he,  at  laft,  prevailed  upon  them  to  return  to  their 
duty,  and  upon  the  chiefs  to  follow  him  to  the  Af- 
flimption.  Irala  put  up  with  the  promife  they 
gave  him  of  being  more  fubmiflive  for  the  future. 
People  were  furprized  at  his  treating  them  with  lb 
much  lenity*,  but  he  had  juft  received  fo  me  pri¬ 
vate  intelligence,  which  gave  him  too  much  un*. 
eafinefs  to  let  him  think  of  engaging;  in  a  new  war.. 

'  The  Emperor  having  manifetled,  fmce  the 
year  1547,  a  refolution  of  fending  a  governor  to 
Paraguay  ;  Don  Juan  de  Sanabria,  a  very  wealthy 
gentleman,  made  an  offer  to  his-,majefty,  to  trank 
port  there,  at  his  own  private  expencc,  a  good 
number  of  families,  two  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers,. 
and  ten ‘francifcan  friars-;  with  wheat,  beans,  ^aud 
other,  kinds  of -feed;  to  low  the  lands  with  4  mate  ¬ 
rials  pobuiMvten  brigantines  to- ply  on  the  river ;  and 
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goods  to  be  advanced  to  the  Spaniards,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  trade  with  the  natives  -9  likewife 
to  form  two  new  eftablifhments  *  one,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  St.  Francis,  already  mentioned,  be^ 
tweep  the  iflands  of  Cananee,  and  St,  Catherine* 
The  Emperor  accepted  thefe  offers,  on  condition 
that  Sanabria  would,  likewife,  take  on  board  one 
thoufand  quintals  of  iron,  one  hundred  of  fleel, 
a  number  of  fuch  handicrafts  as  are  moil  ufeful  in 
a  new  colony,  provifions  for  all  thefe  mouths  till 
the  firft  crop,  and  fix  compleat  chapels  for  an 
equal  number  of  priefls  that  might  want  them ; 
which  Sanabria  confenting  to,  his  majefty  conferred 
on  him  all  the  power  he  had  before  conferred  on 
Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  *,  created  him  adelantade, 
governor,  captain  general,  and  alguazil  major  of  tines 
province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  with  all  the  appoint-* 
feents  attached  to  thefe  dignities  granted  him  the 
poll  of  lieutenant  general  for  all  the  places  he  fhould 
build ;  and  all  the  power  neceffary  to  explore,  and 
people  the  country,  in  what  manner  he  himfelf  might 
think  proper.  In  fine,  he  recommended  to  him  not 
to  fuffer  above  one  Regidor  in  the  place  of  his  reik 
dence,  nor  permit  the  ordinary  alguazils  to  raifa 
the  duties  higher  than  five  per  cent. 

The  new  adelantade,  having  received  his  eorrK 
'millions,  repaired  to  Seville,  to  forward  his  arma¬ 
ment,  and  there  received  ffefh  orders  from  the  Em¬ 
peror,  of  which  the  principal  were,  not  to 
allow  the  Portuguefe  of  Brazil  to  carry  on  any 
commerce  with  Paraguay ;  to  require  nothing  of 
the  friars  for  their  pafiage  ;  and  to  take  out  of 
the  royal  treafury  three  hundred  ducats,  to  fupply 
them  with  every  thing  they"  might  want  for  the  due 
celebration  of  the  holy  myfleries.  But,  at  the  time 
Don  Juan  de  Sanabria  was  moil*  taken  up  with 
the  preparations  for  his  voyage,  he  died,  to  the 
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great  regret  of  all  thofe  who  knew  him,  and  had 
the  welfare  of  the  province  of  Paraguay  at 
heart.  His  death,  in  fa£l,  wag  a  great  lofs  tg 
this  infant  colony,  which  now,  more  than  ever, 
required  the  ailiftance  of  a  governor  like  him. 

The  Emperor  having  offered  Sanabria’s  fon  tg 
renew  with  him  the  treaty  he  had  made  with  his 
father,  he  accepted  it  with  thanks  •,  and,  after  feve- 
ral  unexpected  delays,  embarked  for  his  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but,  on  entering  the  bay  of  Rio  de  la, 
Plata,  he  unfortunately  perifhed  by  fhipwreck,  with 
.all  his  company,  except  a  few  failors,  who,  carry¬ 
ing  the  news  of  it  to  the  Affumption,  fpread  4 
general  confternation  among  the  inhabitants.  It 
appears  by  fome  hiitorians,  that  the  Emperor  feat 
new  eommiffions  to  Irala,  when  he  found  that 
youngS an abria  'would  not  be  ready  to  fet  opt  as  loon 
as  it  was  firil  expended,  though  it  does  not  equally 
appear,  that  Irala  flood 'in  need  of  inch  commifiions 
to  retain  his  place,  till  a  fnceeiTor  appointed  by  the 
Emperor  fhould  arrive,  unlefs,  perhaps,  thofe  ho 
already  had  were  for  a  limited  time,  and  the  tenn 
of  them  was  expired. 

The  neves  of  Sanabria’s  misfortune  was  foon 
compenfated  by  that  of  the  Emperor’s  having,  at 
length,  procured  the  province  of  la  Plata  a  bi-fhop  5 
a  thing  much  more  neceflary,  than  many  per- 
fons  in  the  colonies  are  willing  to  believe.  In  a 
confiftory  held  at  Rome,  the  firil  qf  July  r 547, 
by  Pope  Paul  HI.  the  city  of  the  Affurnpuion 
was  e recked  into  a  bifhoprick,  under  the  title  of  Op- 
pidumfeu  Pagus  dePdo  de  la  Plata  \  and  father  Juan  d® 
Barros,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  was  appointed 
to.  it,  but  lie  never  took  poffeffion  of  it.  On  hig 
tranflation  to  another  .fee,  in  1554,  father  Pedro  de 
la  Torre,  of  the  fame  order,  was  named  to  fucceed 
him,',  and  fet  out,  the  year  following,  for  Paraguay, 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  Afilimption,  having  learned 
that  there  appeared  fome  fhips  at  the  entrance  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  by  means  of  fires,  which  the  In¬ 
dians  had  agreed  with  the  Spaniards  to  make  from 
diftance  to  diftance  on  fuck  occafions ;  and  foon 
after,  that  the  fhips  brought  them  a  bilhop,  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  him,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his 
'dignity,  and  expreffive  of  the  great  hopes  they  en¬ 
tertained,  that  his  prefence  would  procure  them  a 
eonfiderable  abatement  of  the  evils  moft  of  them 
groaned  under.  The  fecular  clergy,  very  few  in 
her,  the  friars  of  St.  Francis*  and  two  of  the  or¬ 
der  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  at  the  fir  ft  news 
of  his  approach,  went  out  to  meet  him,  •  and  found 
him  attended  -by  no  mean  retinue  of  priefts  and 
domeftkks  ;  the  Emperor  having  thought  pro¬ 
per,  that  he  ihould  appear,  at  his  nrft  entrance  into 
his  diocefe,  with-  a  train  iukable  to  his  dignity. 
Irala,wbo  happened  to  be  abfent-  from  the  A  Hump- 
tion,  when  the  fit ft  news  of  the  bifhop’s  approach 
arrived  there,  haftened  back  to  receive  him  and, 
on  meeting  him,  fell  upon  his  knee's  to  afk  his  be¬ 
nediction. 

Don  Pedro  de  la  Torre'  had  left  Spain  with 
three  fhips  full  of  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  all 
fent  by  the  Emperor,  -under  the  command  of  Mar¬ 
tin  de  Urua,  who  came  to  Spain  from  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  in- -quality  of  procurator  of  that  Province. 
He  delivered  Irala  commifiions,  which  continued 
him  in  his  government,  and  home  orders  of  his 
majefty,  containing  a  great  many  regulations,  of 
which  the  principal  related  to  what  the  Spaniards 
call  Cotmnandes .  >  <■ 

These  commandes  were  a  method  contrived  to 
reward  thofe,  who  had  contributed  to  the  eftabli fo¬ 
ment  of  the  colony,  and  who,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  were  {tiled  the  Conquerors  of  Paraguay. 
We  fhall  foon  explain,  at  large,  fwltaf  tkefe  com¬ 
mandes 
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mandes  were.  Let  it  fuffice,  for  the  p  relent,  to 
fay,  that  they  confided  of  a  certain  number  of  In¬ 
dian  ill bj efts,  who  were  obliged  to  ferve  thole  to 
whom  they  were  granted.  But,  there  not  being,  as 
yet,  enough  of  theie  poor  creatures  to  fupply  all 
the  Spaniards,  who  laid  claim  to  their  fervices, 
thegoverncr,  by  the  advice  of  the  biffiop  and  all 
thole  who  1  a  1  a  right  of  voting  in  the  council,  re- 
folved  to  form  new  fettlements  of  the  natives,  of 
whom  they  thought  themfelves  intitled  to  difpofe, 
a c  the  fame  time  that  they  knew  it  was  impopible  to 
do  it,  till  they  fixed  them  tofome  certain  fpot. 

r  The  year  following,  the  governor  fent 
1d57*  captain  Rui  Diaz  Melgarejo  into  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Guayra,  by  which  was  underdood  all  the 
country  watered  by  the  Parana,  above  the  great 
fall  and  the  rivers  that  flow  into  it.  Melgarejo, 
after  furveying  a  great  deal  of  it,  found  the  fit  nation 
of  the  city  of  Guayra  but  indifferent.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  took  all  the  inhabitants  out  of  it  ^  and,  hav¬ 
ing  tranfported  them  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Pa¬ 
rana,  he  there  traced  out,  on  the  banks  of  it 
but  three  leagues  higher,  near  the  place  where 
it  receives  the  little  river  Piquiri,  a  new .  town, 
which  he  called  Ciudad  Real .  The  air  here  is  not 
over  wholfome  ;  but,  in  other  refpe&s,  the  fituation 
is  very  advantageous.  Fifh,  and  land  game  efi 
pecially,  are  found  herein  the  greateft  plenty.  Forty 
thoufand  Indians  were  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  who  found  no  great  difficulty  in  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  cultivate  the  earth,  which,  in  a  fhort 
time,  rewarded  their  pains  with  plentiful  crops  of 
grain,  pulle,  and  cotton.  Some  memoirs  fay,  that 
vines  and  fugar  canes  were  planted  here  with  fomc 
fuccefs. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Irala  fent  Melgarejo  into 
the  province  of  Guayra,  hedifpatched  Nuflo  de  Cha¬ 
ves,  with  two  hundred  and  twenty  foldiers,  and  three 

;  thou- 
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ithoufand  five  hundred  Indians,  to  make  fuch  ano¬ 
ther  edablifhment  among  the  Xarayes.  Chaves., 
•who  had  his  own  views,  found  no  fituation,  in  all  the 
country,  convenient  enough  fora  town  fo  turned 
to  the  Weft,  on  receiving  advice,  that,  by  follow^ 
ing  a  courfe  laid  down  to  him,  he  would  meet  with 
Guaranis  pretty  near  the  frontiers  of  Peru,  One  of 
the  firft  nations  he  found  on  his  road  was  the  Chi- 
quites,  who  obliged  him  to  mealure  his  drcngth 
with  them  for,  as  war  was  not  his  errand,  and  he 
was  befides,  defirous  of  preferring  all  the  troops  he 
had  brought  withhim,  he,  at  firfh,  turned  out  of  their 
way.  But  when  he  thought  he  had  lead;  to  fear 
from  thofe  brave  Indians,  who  had  given  fo  much 
uneafinefs  to  the  conquerors  of  Peru,  he  found 
them  before  him,  armed  with  pikes  darts  and  ar¬ 
rows,  defended  by  a  drong  paliifadoe  furrounded 
with  ditches  and  trenches  *  and  the  whole  with, 
pointed  Hakes  of  a  very  hard  wood  driven  into  the 
earth. 


Chaves,  now  findingthat  the  C  Inquires  were  refold¬ 
ed  in  good  earned  nottolethitn  proceed  any  further, 
liefkated  no  longer  to  attack  them  ;  and,  at  lafo 
obliged  them  to  give  way,  and  take  to  their  heels, 
though  not  without  the  lofs  of  a  good  many  men, 
who  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  a  great  many 
others,  who,  though  very  flightly  wounded  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  died  in  a  few  days  after,  the  Chiquites? 
it  feems,  having  made  ufe  of  poiibned  arrows  to 
defend  themfelvcs.  Upon  this,  the  furviving  Spa¬ 
niards  Lofifted  on  Chaves’s  executing  the  orders  he 
had  received  to  form  an  ed.ablifhm.ent  among  the 
Chiquites.  This  was  a  fine  opportunity  to  iecure 
the  pofldTion  of  King’s  Port  •,  but  Chaves,  it  leems? 
was  relblved  not  to  return  back  to  Paraguay. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  received  intelligence  of  thq 
death  of  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Jrala,  who, 

an  excni-lion  to,  m,  Indian  town  to 

h  after* 


having  ..made 
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hsften  a  fall  of  wood  for  the  conftruffion  qf  a  cha^ 
pel,  he  was  building  in  the  cathedral  of  the  AfTurop- 
tion,  was  lei  zed  with  a.  flow  fever,  which  obliged 
him  to  return  to  the  city,  and  carried  him  off  in  a 
ihort  time.  He  had,  however,  time  enough  to 
prepare  for  his  appearance  before  God,  and  made 
the  proper  ufe  of  iv  The  bifhop  never  ftirred 
from  him  during  thefe  precious  moments,  and 
he  expired  with  lentiments,  which  greatly  edi¬ 
fied  the  affiftants.  As  loon  as  he  law  himfelf  near 
•his  end,  he  named  Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza,  his-: 
fon  in  law,  lieutenant  general  and  commander  of 
the  province,  till  the  jdmperor  fhould  name  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  this  choice  was  univerfaliy  approved. 
Mendoza  ferupuioufly  followed  all  the  views  of 
his  father  in  law,  in  regard  to  the  making  of  new 
eftablifhments  ;  and^as  he  had  none  fo  much  at 
heart,  as  that  Chaves  had  been  directed  to  at¬ 
tempt  among  the  Xarayes,  he  immediately  dif* 
patched  an  exprefs  to  him  with  orders  to  execute 
what  had  been  already  preferibed  to  him  on  that 
head. 

n  Thz  meffenq-ers  found  him  on  the 
djj  d  *  fpot,  where  he  had  forced  the  intrench- 
ment  of  the  Chiqu'ites.  But  he  had  advanced 
too  far  to  return,  though  not  without  maturely 
weighing  all  the  confequences  of  it.  Mo  ft  of  his 
men,  he  had  reafon  to  fear,,  would  defert  him  ;  and,, 
in  faff,  one  hundred  and  forty  told  him  plainly, 
that,  if  he  was  refolved  not  to  return  to  the  Xarayes, 
they  could  follow  him  no  further.  To  this  he 
made  anfwer,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  force  any 
man.  Upon  this,  they  named,  for  their  com¬ 
mander  the  captain  Gonzales  Cafco,  and  let  out 
for  the  Xarayes.  Chaves  with  about  fix ty  men, 
who  remained  with  him,  continued  his  march 
to  the  plains  of  the  'Tamaguaco ,  where  he  met  cap¬ 
tain  Andrew  Manlb,  whom  the  marquis  de  Ca¬ 
ne  t  tc 
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•nette,  viceroy  of  Peru,  had  fent  with  a  ftrong  de¬ 
tachment  to  make  an  eftablifhment  there. 

Though  thefe  two  officers  met  in  a  country  ex- 
ten  live  enough  to  fatisfy  their  ambition,  they  could 
.not  agree ;  fo  that,  to  terminate  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  them,  it  was,  at  laft,  found  requifite  to  have 
recourle  to  the  royal  audience  of  la  Plata*.  The 
prefident  of  this  fuperior  court  repaired  to  the 
field  of  contention,  and  affigned  to  each  his  dif- 
tridh  Upon  this,  Chaves,  leaving  his  company 
under  the  orders  of  Fernand  de  Salazar  his  lieu¬ 
tenant,  immediately  went  to  pay  his  refpedfs  to 
the  viceroy  at  Lima,  and  gave  him  to  underhand, 
that  the  country  ceded  to  him  was  very  rich,  and 
would  admit  of  very  good  eftablifhments.  The 
marquis  de  Canette,  though  he  knew  Chaves  only 
by  name,  and  that  he  had  married  one  of  his  rela¬ 
tions  +,  took  a  great  liking  to  him,  and  imme¬ 
diately  named  his  fon,  Don  Garcias  de  Mendoza, 
governor  of  all  this  country,  and  bellowed  the 
poll  of  king’s  lieutenant  under  him  upon  Chaves, 
whom  he  ordered  to  return  there  direftly.  Chaves 
obeyed,  and  began  the  exercife  of  his  charge  by 
founding  in  this  new  province  a  town,  called 
Santa  Crux  de  la  Sierra ,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain, 
and  on  the  banks  of  a  very  pretty  rivulet.  Sixty 
thoufand  Indians  of  the  neighbourhood  were  re- 
duced  without  fighting;  but,  as  me  ft:  of  them 
were  of  the  nation  called  Mcy.es ,  who  were  not 
converted  in  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
a  ter  this  period,  their  fubmiffion,  during  this  long 
interval,  was  little  better  than  apparent ;  for  they 
never  wore  the  yoke  but  when  they  could  not 

fhake 

*  The  royal  audiences  are  fuperior  courts  immediately 
under  the  viceroy.  All  that  country,  to  which  we  give  the 
name  of  Paraguay,  is  fubjed  to  that  of  the  city  of  la 
Plata. 

f  The  daughter  of  Don  Francis  de  Mendoza  beheaded 
at  the  AiJ-umption. 
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fhake  it  off.  This  town  havS  been  fince  removed 
fifty  leagues  more  to  the  north  ^  and  it  is  very 
probable,  that  the  Moxes  fince  that  time  entirely- 
recovered  their  liberty. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Spaniards  who  had  fepa- 
rated  from  Chaves,  and  whom  all  the  Indians  had 
followed,  made  the  belt  of  their  way  back  to  the 
Xarayes  •,  and  from  thence,  as  foon  as  the  veffels 
they  had  left  with  them  were  refitted,  to  the  Af- 
fumption.  The  firft  thing  they  heard  on  their 
arrival  here  was,  that  the  lieutenant  general  was 
dead,  and  that  Don  Juan  Ortiz  de  Vergara,  who 
had  been  unanimoufly  elected  to  fucceed  him* 
had  been  publicly  declared  by  the  bifhop,  in  the 
name  of  his  majeftv,  governor,  captain  general* 
and  chief  juftice  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  to  the  general  fatisfadtion  of  all  the  in¬ 
habitants. 

The  year  following,  the  Guaranis  revolted, 
probably  with  a  view  of  being  able  to  fhake  off  a 
yoke,  the  weight  of  which  grew  from  day  to 
day  more  intolerable.  Several  of  them  had  ac¬ 
companied  Nufio  de  Chaves  in  the  expedition  we 
fpoke  of  j  and,  having  feen  the  effects  of  the 
poifonous  arrows  of  the  Chiquites,  had  brought 
Jiome  a  great  quantity  of  them.  They  flattered 
thcmfelves,  it  is  probable,  that  with  iuch  arms 
they  might  foon  be  able  to  exterminate  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  oblige  the  reft  to  abandon  the 
country.  Be  that  as  it  will,  their  revolt  foon  be¬ 
came  a  much  more  ft  nous  affair  than  it  was  at 
firft  thought  to  be  ;  and  the  governor  had  occafion 
for  all  his  forces  to  fupprefs  it.  The  Guaranis 
had  the  advantage  in  the  firft  fkirmifhes,  and,  if 
the  poifon  of  their  arrows  had  not  loft  a  great 
deal  of  its  activity,  might  poftibly  have  accom¬ 
pli  fhed  their  defign.  At  leaft,  the  Spaniards 
found  it  requiftte  to  treat  with  great  gentlenefs, 

thofe. 
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thole,  who  hr  11  difoovered  a  defire  of  peace,  for  fear 
the  whole  nation,  which  was  very  numerous,  fhould 
confpire  together  •,  and  fupply  with  d  dp  air,  the 
place  of  poifon,  now  no  longer  of  any  iefvice  to 
them.  1  his  method  had  the  defired  1  needs  •  but 
the  Spaniards  never  benefited  by  the  IdTon,  which 
this,and  even  another  affair  of  the  fame  kind,  offeretf 
them,  fo  far  as  to  alter  their  treatment  of  men,  they 
could  not  poffibly  do  without,  and  whofe  affec¬ 
tion,  it  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory, 
they  might  have  eafily  gained. 

r  The  governor,  who  had  marched  in 
*  *  perfon  againfl  the  Guaranis  in  the  neigh¬ 

bourhood  of  the  Affumption,  was  fcarce  returned 
to  that  city,  when  an  Indian  came  to  require  of  him, 
in  the  name  of  Melgarejo,  fpeedy  fuccours  againfl 
thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciudad  Real,  who 
had  likewife  taken  up  arms’.  The  Indian  added, 
that  he  had  pail  through  the  thick  of  the  enemies, 
who  would  have  certainly  flopt,  and,  perhaps, 
killed  him,  had  he  not  bethought  himfelf  of  {peak¬ 
ing  very  ill  of  the  Spaniards  to  all  thole  he  was 
under  a  neceflity  of  converting  with.  The  gover¬ 
nor  feeing  him  naked,  with  nothing  but  his  bow 
and  arrows  about  him,  a  iked  him,  what  proof  he 
could  give  of  his  commiifion.  The  only  anfwef 
the  Indian  gave  to  this  queflion  was,  by  putting 
his  bow  into  the  governor’s  hand,  and  defiring 
him  to  examine  it  well.  The  governor  turned  it 
every  way,  and  examined  it  on  all  hdes,  as  did 
likewife  all  the  ailiflants,  but  without  difeoverinst 

N.  ^  #  O 

any  thing  extraordinary  to  attrad  their  attention. 
The  Indian,  upon  this,  taking  it  back,  fliewed 
them  in  the  middle  of  its  bend,  and  on  the  in- 
fide,  a  little  flit  fo  well  doled,  as  to  be  fcarce 
difcernible  and  then  drew  out  of  it  a  note  from 
Melgarejo,  which  was  to  ferve  him  for  his  cre¬ 
dentials. 


The 
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The  general,  after  deliberating  on  the  means 
to  ftifle  this  revolt,  gave  the  commiffion  to  Don 
Alphonfo  de  Riquelmi,  who  had  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  greatly  in  that  of  the  Guaranis  nearer  home. 
Riquelmi,  after  making  fome  difficulty  of  accept¬ 
ing  this*  commiffion,  on  account  of  fome  mifun- 
dcrftanding  between  him  and  Melgarejo,  fet  out 
with  feventy  Spaniards.  On  his  arrival,  he  found 
that  the  revolt  was  almoft  general  throughout 
the  whole  country,  and  that  Ciudad  Real  was  re- 
.duced  to  the  greatefl  extremity,  being  invefted  by 
the  enemy  with  a  ftrong  barricade,  which  he  wai 
obliged  to  force  before  he  could  get  into  it 
Though  the  governor  was  not  overjoyed  to  fee 
him,  and  betrayed  his  fentiments  by  the  manner  in' 
which  he  received  him,  he  begged  him  to  make  a 
Tally  on  the  enemy,  excufing  himfelf  from  doing 
it  on  account  of  a  fluxion  in  his  eyes,  which,  he 
faid,  almofl  deprived  him  of  his  fight. 

^  Riquelmi  confented ;  and,  at  the 

(  head  of  one  hundred  Spaniards,  and  a 
body  of  Indians,  in  whom,  however,  he  placed  no 
great  confidence,  forced  the  barricades,  purfued  the 
Indians  to  their  nearefl  towns,  feized  fome  of  their 
chiefs,  whom  he  immediately  ordered  to  be  hang¬ 
ed  ;  and,  continuing  his  march,  lent  for  the  reft 
of  their  Caciques,  who  came  in  on  the  Aril  notice, 
and  applied  for  peace  in  the  moft  fubmiffive  poi- 
ture.  Tie  did  not  grant  it,  however,  till  he  had 
taken  fecurity  againft  their  inconftamy.  This 
done,  he  embarked  his  troops  on  the  Parana  *, 
and  hearing  that  there  ftill  remained  in  the  heart 

O  # 

of  the  country  a  great  number  of  Indians, 
\vho  had  vowed  the  deftrudlion  of  Ciudad  Real,' 
and  the  death  of  all  the  Spaniards,  he  fet  out  in 
que A:  of  them. 

After  travertin?  a  very  thick  wood,  he  dis¬ 
covered  a  body  of  Indians  pretty  advantageoufly 
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polled  in  a  grove  of  pines,  where  he  attacked 
them  with  fo  much  reiblution,  that  they,  at  laft, 
fled  in  great  diforder ;  but,  being  joined  by  great 
numbers  of  other  Indians,  they  faced  about,  and 
fuddenly  furrounded  Riquelmi  in  a  very  long  and 
very  narrow  valley.  Though  he  thoroughly  com¬ 
prehended  the  greatnefs  of  his  danger,  inftead  of 
Buffering  himfelf  to  be  difheartened  by  it,  he  put 
on  the  bolder  face  j  and,  by  his  intrepid  appear¬ 
ance,  difconcerted  the  enemy  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  permitted  him  to  recover  the  plain,  where 
a  great  number  of  Indians  were  encamped.  Thefe 
he  immediately  charged,  killed  a  vafl  number  of 
them,  took  a  great  many  of  thofe  who  had  efcaped 
prifoners,  and  among  them  many  chiefs,  who,  to 
obtain  their  lives,  told  him  they  had  been  forced  to 
to  take  up  arms  by  the  moil  powerful  Caciques  of 
their  nation,  and  by  thofe  who  had  been  given 
in  command  to  the  Spaniards,  and  were,  at  any 
rate,  for  fhaking  off  the  Spanifh  yoke.  Riquelmi, 
after  {pending  all  the  winter  following  in  reefla- 
blifhing  tranquility  and  order  in  this  province,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Album  ption,  where  he  was  received, 
as  it  were,  in  triumph,  and.amidft  the  acclamations 
of  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  governor,  who,  probably,  had  not  as  yet  re¬ 
ceived  his  commiffions,  but  intended  to  fend  Mel- 
garejo  into  Spain  to  folicit  them,  and  give  the  Em¬ 
peror  an  account  of  the  prefent  Rate  of  his  pro¬ 
vince,  thought  he  could  not  trull  Ciudal  Real,  and 
the  province  of  Guayra,  to  better  hands  than  thofe 
which  had  delivered  the  one  and  pacified  the  other. 
He,  therefore, fent  for  Melgarejo,  for  whofe  reception 
he  had  ready  one  of  the  largeft  and  bell  built  vef- 
fels  that  had  been  as  yet  feen  in  Paraguay.  But 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  juft  as  the  crew  were 
on  "the  point  of  going  on  board,  fhe  appeared  all 
in  a  blaze,  and  was  reduced  to  allies,  in  fpite  of  all 

the 
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khe  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  to  fave  her.  All 
endeavours  ,  to  difcover  thq  incendiary  proved 
equally  ineffe&ual  $  but  he  was  fuipebted  to  be 
fomebody,  who  bore  no  good  will  to  the  governor, 
and  grudged  him  a  poll,  of  which  he  thought  him¬ 
felf  more  worthy. 

r  r  Upon  this,  fome  perfons  advifed  Ver- 
J5  0  5*  gara  t0  apply  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  for 
commiffions  to  confirm  him  in  the  government  * 
and,  though  he  could  not,  in  all  probability,  take 
any  ftep  more  detrimental  to  himfelf  and  to  his  pro¬ 
vince,  he  fo  much  relifhed  it,  that,  as  foon  as  he  had 
fuppreffed  a  new revoltf among  the  Indians,  in  doing 
which  a  great  deal  of  blood  was  fpilt  on  both  Tides, 
he  refolved  to  wait  on  the  Viceroy  in  perfon,  and 
fpared  no  expence  to  appear  to  advantage.  The 
comptroller,  Philip  de  Caceres  the  fadtor,  Peter 
deOrantes)  the  captains  Peter  de  Segura  and  Chrif* 
topher  de  Saavedra  ;  the  attorney  general,  Rui  Go¬ 
mez  Maldonado  ♦,  and  a,  great  many  other  gentle¬ 
men  would  be  of  the  expedition.  Nay,  to  the  great 
furprize  of  molt  perfons,  the  bifhop  himfelf 
thought  proper  to  make  one  with  them,  attended  by 
fourteen  regular  or  fecular  priefts. 

Vergara  appointed  Don  Juan  de  Ortega  to 
command  at  the  Afiumption  during  his  abfence, 
and  caufed  himielf  to  be  efcorted  by  three  thoufand 
Spaniards,  and  an  equal  number  of  Indians.  Nu- 
fio  de  Chaves,  who  was  now  relu  med  to  the  Af- 
fumption  for  his  wife  and  children,  let  out  along 
with  him  •  arid,  on  his  arrival  among  the  Itatines, 
perfuaded  three  thoufand  of  them  to  follow  him, 
by  making  them  the  mofc  magnificent  promifes* 
The  governor  had  no  fooner  entered  the  territory 
of  Santa  Cruz,  then  Chaves,  feeing  his  hands  thus 
ffcrengthened,  declared  to  him,  that  he  alone  had  a 
•  .  M  2  right 

*  Probably  the  fon  of  the  ancient  comptroller,  and  the 
fame  who  accompanied  t)on  Alvarez  in  his  lalt  voyage. 
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right  to  command  there  ;  upon  which,  nobody* 
knowing  who  to  obey,  the  greateft  confufion  and 
diforder  enfued,  and  was  foon  followed  by  a  great 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  which,  along  with  the  great 
fatigues  of  the  journey  proved  fatal  to  numbers.' 
The  Itatines,  efpecially,  fuffered  fo  feverely,  that 
they  thought  proper  to  ftop  fhort,  and  build  a  town 
in  a  place,  where  the  lands  had  the  appearance  of 
being  very  fertile,  within  thirty  leagues  of  Santa 
Cruz,  which  the  Spaniards  and  the  reft  of  the  In¬ 
dians  made  great  marches  to  reach.  But  here  they 
found  the  fame  fcarcity,  they  had  experienced  on 
their  journey  *,  and  a  great  number  of  the  Indians 
belonging  to  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  pe- 
rilhed  by  it.  At  the  fame  time,  the  natives  of  the 
country  rofe  up  in  arms,  and  the  contagion  fpread 
even  beyond  the  Guapay.  Upon  this,  Chaves 
marched  againft  the  rebels  with  fifty  Spaniards  ; 
but  not  till  he  had  given  orders  to  his  lieutenant, 
Fernand  de  Salazar  to  difarm  the  governor  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  and  all  thofe  who  accompanied  him, 
and  hinder  them  from  proceeding  to  Peru,  till  he 
was  returned  from  his  expedition.  But,  Vergara 
having  difpatched  a  courier  to  la  Plata  to  complain 
of  this  violence,  the  royal  audience  forbid  Salazar 
to  ftop  them  any  longer.  Vergara,  on  his  arrival 
at  this  capital  of  las  Charcas,  after  many  efcapes 
from  the  inveteracy  of  the  Indians,  who  were  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  Spaniards,  and  fuffering  a  great 
deal  by  famine,  found  that  ftill  greater  mortifications 
awaited  him  here. 

There  had  been  laid  before  the  royal  audience 
no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  ten  heads  of  accufation 
agfinft  him,  fome  of  them  very  weighty  ;  par¬ 
ticularly.  his  having  drawn  from  the  province,  and 
at  a  great  expence,  fo  many  Spaniards  and  Indians, 
of  which  great  numbers  had  perifiied  on  the  journey 
This  fhvereign  court,  however,  declared  to  him, 

i  that 
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that  they  did  not  intend  to  judge  of  all  thefe 
charges,  but  referred  him  to  the  licentiate,  Don 
Lope  Garcia  de  Caftro,  governor  and  captain  ge¬ 
neral  of  Peru,  and  prelident  of  the  royal  audience 
of  Lima,  where  he  refided.  To  this  capital,  there¬ 
fore  Vergara  immediately  repaired  *,  and,  on  his 
arrival  there,  was  ltript  of  his  government,  and 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  to  anfwer  all  the  charges  brought  againft 
him.  His  government  was  given  to  Don  Juan 
Ortiz  de  Zarate,  an  officer  who  had  given  proofs 
of  his  merit  ^  but  on  condition,  however,  that 
he  ffiould  obtain  commiffions  dire&ly  from  the 
Ling. 

gg  The  year  following,  the  new  governor  of 
~  ’  Rio  de  la  Plata  pail:  over  from  Peru  into 

Spain,  after  naming  Philip  Caceres  his  lieutenant 
general,  and  diftributing  to  him  and  his  attendants 
every  thing  requifite  for  their  journey  to  the  Af- 
fumption.  Philip  lid.  received  him  very  graci- 
oufly,  and  gave  him  the  ampleft  powers,  and  the 
wifeft  inftrudtions,  for  the  advancement  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  the  civilization  of  the  natives,  and  the  folid 
eftabliffiment  of  the  chriftian  religion  in  thefe  vail 
countries. 

r  The  biffiop,  the  lieutenant  general, 
^  L  ' '  and  the  remains  of  the  Spaniards  and  In¬ 
dians  who  left  Paraguay  with  Vergara,  and  who,  it  is 
probable,  fet  out  muchXooner  on  their  return  home, 
took  their  road  through  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
where  they  foundChavez  returned  from  his  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  were  very  well  received  by  him.  He  even 
efcorted  them ,  for  feme  time, with  a  good  detachment ; 
but  he  had  his  views,  in  doing  them  this  politenefs, 
for  he  feduced  on  the  road  as  many  of  them  as 
he  poffibly  could  •,  particularly,  a  very  able  miner, 
called  Munos.  Gn  their  arrival  in  the  country 
where  the  Itatines  had  ilopt,  they  learned,  that 
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thefe  Indians  bore  no  good  >vill  to  the  Spaniards, 
whofe  refentment,  befidcs,  they  dreaded,  becaufe 
they  had  feparated  from  them  without  their  con¬ 
sent.  Chavez,  therefore,  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 
turn  out  of  their  way  a  little,  either  to  avoid  giving 
them  any  cccafion  of  jealoufv,  or  to  have  the  bet¬ 
ter  opportunity  of  difcovering  their  real  inten¬ 
tions. 

Being  informed,  on  his  arrival  near  an  Indian 
town,  that  feveral  Caciques  were  aflembled  there, 
he  entered  it  on  horleback,  with  twelve  foldiers 
only  ;  and  alighted  in  the  public  place.  Several 
Indians  immediately  flocked  there,  feemingly  to 
welcome  him,  and  conduced  him  to  a  very  neat 
cabin,  where  they  invited  him  to  repofe  himfelf  a 
little.  As  he  was  greatly  fatigued,  he,  without 
further  ceremony,  threw  himfelf  into  a  hammock, 
and  took  off  his  helmet  the  better  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  the  frefh  air,  and  fleep  more  at  his 
eafe.  But  he  had  fcarce  time  to  fettle  himfelf, 
when  a  Cacique  came  behind  him,  and,  with 
a  violent  blow  of  a  macana,  killed  him  upon 
the  fpot.  His  twelve  foldiers  were  all  maflacred  at 
the  fame  time,  except  a  trumpeter,  called  Alexan¬ 
der,  who,  covered  with  wounds  as  he  was,  had  time 
enough  to  get  on  horleback  again,  and  inform  Pop 
Diego  de  Mendoza,  who  followed  with  the  reft  of 
the  foldiers,  of  what  had  happened  ;  and  who,  with¬ 
out  this  notice,  would  have  probably,  fhared  the 
fame  fate. 

so  Chavez,  before  his  reparation  from  the 
^  lieutenant  general,  had  promifed  to  wait 
for  him  at  an  appointed  place.  Caceres,  therefore, 
not  finding  him  there  a  this  arrival,  began  to  be  very 
uneafy  about  him,  when  feme  Indians  came  to  ad- 
vife  him  of  his  tragical  death.  Upon  this,  Ca¬ 
ceres  pufhed  on  ;  and,  at  laft,  arrived,  without  any 
accident,  on  the  banks  of  the  Paraguay.  He  had 

ien£ 
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fent  before  him  fix  foldiers  to  weigh  up  the  barks 
and  canoes  he  had  funk  in  it,  in  order  to  return  on 
board  them  to  the  Afiumption  ;  but  fome  Paya- 
guas  and  other  Indians,  having  difcovered  them, 
tell  upon  them,  and  carried  them  into  flavery.  Ca- 
ceres  himfelf  arrived  foon  after  this  misfortune ; 
and,  hearing  what  had  happened,  offered  to  redeem 
his  foldiers ;  but  the  Payaguas  would  not,  at  firft, 
let  him  have  back  above  three  of  them  •,  and  thefe, 
too,  they  fold  him  very  dear.  Some  days  after,  how*? 

.  ever,  they  fent  him  the  reft,  but  infilled  on  a  ftill 
higher  ranfom,  and  even  obliged  him  to  advance. 

He  then  bent  his  march  towards  the  country  of 
the  Itatines  •,  and,  on  his  approach  to  their  prin¬ 
cipal  town,  found  himfelf  fuddenly  invefted,  at  a 
time  his  foldiers  were  working  their  way  through  a 
very  bad  ftep,  The  attack  of  the  Itatines  was  both 
very  warm,  and  very  well  concerted.  The  Spa¬ 
niards,  animated  by  their  bifhop  and  clergy,  who 
exhorted  them  to  put  all  their  confidence  in  the 
almighty,  fought,  as  well  as  their  Indians,  with 
great  bravery  and  order,  notwithftanding  the  bad- 
nefs  of  their  fituation,  and  the  inveteracy  of  their 
enemies  ;  and,  having  gained  a  little  ground,  and 
recovered  a  little  fpirits,  were  preparing  to  make 
their  bell  efforts,  when  all  on  a  hidden  the  Itatines 
appeared  as  if  feized  with  a  hidden  pannic  *,  and, 
the  next  moment,  betook  themfelves  to  fight  in  a 
moft  precipite  manner.  ~ 

This  was  not  the  only  rencounter  Caceres  had 
with  the  Itatines,  w'hofe  parties  feemed  to  relieve 
each  other  regularly,  in  order  to.harrafs  him,  and 
difabled  fome  of  his  men  in  every  fkiripifh.  At 
iaft,  when  he  had  got  within  fifty  leagues  of  the 
Affumption,  he  no  longer  found  on  his  road  any  but 
.allies,  vying  with  one  another  to  fupply  him  with 
provifions  and  refrefhments,  and  offer,  him  all  the 
pther  affi-ftance  in  their  power.  -  The.,  very  day  of 
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his  arrival  m  the  capital,  which  was  one  of  the  firft 
of  the  year  1565,  he  affembled  the  council,  even 
before  he  quitted  his  arms,  to  fnew  them  his  com- 
milfion  as  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Province  ;  and 
was  received  as  fuch,  without  any  oppolition. 

The  hrfl:  orders' he  gave  were  to  finifh  and 
refit  the  brigantines  and  barks  in  the  port, 
that  they  might  be  ready  on  the  firft  notice  ;  and, 
the  beginning  of  the  year  following,  he  fet  out,  on 
.board  them,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  for 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  order  to  receive  the  fuc* 
cours,  which  the  governor  had  promifed  to  fend 
him  with  all  convenient  fpeed.  But,  feeing  no 
fhips  arrive,  though  he  waited  there  for  feme  time, 
and  judging  his  prefence  more  requifite  at  the  ca¬ 
pital,  he  left  a  letter  of  advice  in  a  bottle  fattened 
to  a  great  erofs,  which  he  caufed  to  be  erected  on 
the  banks  of  one  of  the  iflands.  of  St.  Gabriel,  and 
fet  out  on  his  return  to  the  Aftumption.  > 

He  had  fcarce  reached  it,  when  a  private  quarrel, 
which  had  fame  time  fubfifted  between  him  and  the 
bifhop  of  Paraguay,  broke  out  in  an  open  rup¬ 
ture  *,  and  the  whole  city  divided  into  two  parties, 
both  ready  to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities.  But  what 
was  pretty  odd  in  this  affair,  feveral  clergymen 
fided  with  the  Lieutenant  General,  and  feme  of¬ 
ficers  declared  for  the  bifhop.  Caceres  made  thole, 
who  oppofed  him,  fed  all  the  weight  of  his  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and  the  bifhop  excommunicated  him  with  the 
principal  minifters  of  his  violences.  Trouble  and 
confufton  now  univerfally  prevailed  ,  and  things, 
at  laft,  came  to  fuch  a  pals,  that  there  was  no  know¬ 
ing  a  friend  from  an  enemy.  The  lieutenant  ge¬ 
neral  having  been  one  day  advertifed,  that  a  refo- 
lution  had  been  taken  in  the  bifhop’s  council  to  put 
him  under  arreft,  he  immediately  laid  hands  upon 
all  thofe  he  moft  fufpecled,  beginning  with  the  bfe 
fhop’s  ftevVard,  Don  Alphonfo  de  Segovia  vand  then 
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took  fhipping  to  return  to  the  Hands  of  St.  Ga¬ 
briel. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  place  where  he  had  left  his 
letter,  he  detached  a  brigantine  to  examine,  if  any 
fhip  appeared  in  the  bay ;  and,  being  informed  there 
did  not,  left  more  letters  in  feveral  places  and  em¬ 
barked  again.  He  had  brought  with  him  the  bi- 
fhop’s  He  ward  *,  and  took  it  into  his  head  to  fend 
him  to  Tucuman  ;  but  thofe  he  ordered  to  con- 
dud  him  there,  unable  to  penetrate  into  that  pro¬ 
vince,  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Paraguay  as  yet 
knew  very  little  befides  the  name,  brought  him 
back  again.  Caceres,  at  laft,  after  an  abfence  of 
four  months,  arrived  at  the  AlTumption,  where  he 
found  the  lire  of  diffention  at  a  greater  height,  than 
ever;  nor  did  his  prefence  extinguifh  it.  Be¬ 
ing  given  to  underftand  that  his  life  was  in  danger, 
he  confined  all  thofe  whom  he  happened  to  fufpebt 
of  any  defigns  upon  it.  He  even  gave  orders  to 
ftrangle  in  prifon,  a  gentleman  from  Seville,  cal¬ 
led  Pedro  de  Eftjuivel,  and  fix  his  head  upon  the 
gallows ;  then  publifhed,  by  found  of  trumpet,  or¬ 
ders  not  to  hold  any  correfpondence  with  the  bi¬ 
fhop,  under  the  fevered  penalties ;  and  being  in¬ 
formed  that  his  king’s  lieutenant,  Don  Martin  Sua¬ 
rez  de  Toledo,  had  feen  the  prelate  in  private,  he 
immediately  ftript  him  of  all  his  employments. 

Upon  this,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
city,  not  thinking  their  lives  and  liberties 
any  longer  in  fafety,  retired  to  the  country,  and 
the  bifhop  ihut  himfelf  up  in  the  houfe  cf  the  fa¬ 
thers  of  mercy,  where  he  was  not  long  permitted 
to  remain  quiet,  The  lieutenant  general  himfelf 
was  very  far  from  being  at  hiseafe.  His  fears  made 
hkn  ftartle  at  every  fhadow,  and  he  never  appeared 
without  a  guard  of  fifty  foldiers,  which  he  befides 
often  changed.  The  bifhop,  at  laft,  loft  patience ; 
and,  one  dajq  as  the  lieutenant  general  was  enter- 
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ing  the  cathedral  to  hear  mafs,  ordered  him  to  be 
feisred,  and  imprifoned  under  a  ftrong  guard  ;  and 
even  bolted  and  chained.  His  confinement  iafted 
a  whole  year,  at  the  end  of  which,  the  bifhop  him- 
felf  conducted  him  to  Spain  •,  God  thus  permitting, 
that  he  fhould  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  in 
which,  his  father,  if  not  himfelf,  had  treated  the 
virtuous  Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca  de 
Vaca.  How  this  tranfadHon  was  relifhed  at  court, 

I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover.  But  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  neither  the  lieutenant  general,  nor  the  pre¬ 
late,  ever  returned  to  Paraguay. 

As  foon  as  thefe  two  champions  were 
I57°”73  embarked,  Don  Martin  Suarez  de  Tole¬ 
do  took  upon  him  to  exercife,  not  only  without  the 
confent,  but  even  againft  the  will,  of  the  council,, 
the  fundlions  of  the  charge,  of  which  the  lieutenant 
general  had  fo  lately  ftript  him.  Some  time  after, 
on  the  1  ail:  day  of  September  1735,  Juan  de  Ga¬ 
ray,  a  Bifcayen  gentleman,  founded  the  city  of 
Santafe,  about  ten  leagues  higher  than  the  place, 
where  Rio  Salado ,  coming  from  Tucuman,  falls 
into  Rio  de  la  Plata  ;  and,  fome  years  after,  another 
was  founded,  under  the  name  or  Xeres,  in  the  lath 
tucle  of  twelve  degrees,  and  thirty  leagues  to  the 
eaft  of  the  Paraguay  *,  but  by  whom,  and  upon  what 
occafion,  is  not  mentioned. 

To  return  to  the  founder  of  Santafe,  after  he 
had  brought  his  town  to  fome  form,  herefolved  to 
gain  fome  knowledge  of  the  neighbourhood,  ef- 
pecialiy  to  the  weft,  where  he  wilhed  to  be  able  to 
extend  his  diftrict  beyond  the  river.  Having  cau- 
fed  a.  bark  and  lbme  pirogues  to  be  built  for  this 
purpole,  he  embarked  on  board  them  with  fifty  fob 
diers^  and  entered  Rio  Salado,  on  the  banks'  of 
which  he  was  every  where  pretty  well  received  by 
the  Indians  he  met  with,  till  one  day,  that  he  founc} 
himfelf  furrounded  by  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
gave-: him  juft  caufc  to fufpedt  their finceriry.  Pie  had 
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fcarce  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  not  to  be  furprized 
by  them,  when  the  whole  country  appeared  in  a 
blaze.  Upon  this,  he  immediately  difpatched  or¬ 
ders  to  the  m after  of  the  bark,  which  he  had  left 
behind/  probably  becaufe  fhe  drew  too  much  wa¬ 
ter,  to  lend  one  of  his  men  to  the  round  top,  to  fee 
and  difeover  the  caufe  of  fo  fudden  and  general  a 
conflagration  ;  and  the  meflenger  immediately  re¬ 
turned  with  word,  that  the  country  was  quite  co¬ 
vered  with  armed  Indians,  marching  towards  him 
,at  a  great  rate. 

FIe  immediately  drew  out  his  handful  of  men, 
and  exhorted  them  not  to  flinch  at  the  fight  of  this 
rabble,  which  would  not  ftand  the  dilcharge  of 
their  fire  arms.  The  next  moment,  a  foldier/  whom 
he  had  poked  on  an  eminence,  fent  to  inform  him, 
that  he  law  a  man,  on  horfe  back,  purfuing  a  body 
of  thefe  Indians  ;  and  he  himfelf  foon  difeovered  fix. 
horfemen,  driving  the  fame  body  towards  hjrp 
with  fuch  fury,  that  the  poor  wretches,  to  be  more 
at  liberty,  threw  away  their  bows  and  arrows,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  to  his  great  lurprize,  that  they  were  pur¬ 
ified  by  Spaniards..  Upon  this,  he  immediately  dif¬ 
patched  an  Indian,  who  was  greatly  attached  to  him, 
and  knew  the  country  well,  with  a  letter  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  with  whom  he  ipon  returned.  The  ac¬ 
count  they  gave  of  themfelves  was,  that  they  were 
under  the  orders  of  Don  Jerom  Lewis  de  Cabrera, 
governor  of  Tucuman,  who,  having  founded  a 
town  in  this  province,  on  the  lafb  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  .1573,  by  the  name  of  New  Cordova,  had  fent 
them  to  reconnoitre  the  country  ;  and  that  this  ex¬ 
pedition  was  the  caufe  of  that  alarm,  which  he  had 
perceived  arnongft:  the  inhabitants  of  it. 

They  then  took  leave  of  him,  in  order  to  rejoin 
their  genera] ;  and  Garay  returned  to  Santafe.  The 
governor  of  Tucuman,  on  the  arrival  of  his  party, 
lent  Onufro  de  Aguilar,  to  declare  to  Garay,  that 
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Santafe  belonged  to  his  government,  and  to  lum* 
mon  him  to  acknowledge  him  for  his  governor 
and  captain  general.  Aguilar  executed  his  com- 
miiiion  with  the  forms  required  by  la w,  not  only 
in  regard  to  Garay  himfelf,  but  like  wife  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  his  new  town.  To  this  fummons  they 
anfwered,  that  Santafe,  having  been  founded  by' 
orders  of  him  who  commanded  at  the  AfTumption, 
and  of  the  council  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  it  was  before  them,  of  courfe*  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Tucuman  Ihotlld  lay  his  pretenfions.  In 
the  mean  time,  three  canoes  full  of  Indians  arrived 
at  Santafe,  and  delivered  Garay  a  letter,  from  the 
Adelantade  Don  John  Ortiz  de  Zarate,  dated,  at 
Port  St.  Gabriel. 

In  this  letter,  Don  John,  who,  on  his  arrival  at 
the  mouth  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  had  been  informed 
of  the  foundation  of  Santafe,  appointed  Garay  His 
king’s  lieutenant ;  and,  in  quality  of  Adelantade, 
chief  jultice  of  Santafe  j  acquainting  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  was  in  great  want  of  provifions, 
and  a  reinforcement  of  men  to  awe  the  Charuas, 
who  prevented  his  fending  for  any  to  the  continent. 
He^likewife^nclofed  him  copies  of  his  own  commif- 
fions,  and  fome  royal  eedules,  which  contained 
little  more  than  a  confirmation  of  them.  Aguilar, 
who  had  not  as  yet  left  Santafe,  having  nothing  to 
reply  when  (hewed  tliefe  commiflions*,  immediate¬ 
ly  fet  out  for  Cordova. 

As  yet  we  have  had  nooccafion  to  fpeak  of  Tu¬ 
cuman,  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory  ;  but  it  is  im- 
pofifible  to  proceed  any  further,  without  taking  no¬ 
tice  of  the  tranfadtions  in  that  province,  and  even 
Chaco,  which  divides  it,  in  many  places,  from  what 
was  then  called  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata5vhi- 
therto  the  foie  object  of  our  attention.  To  prove 
,  this  neceOity  the  better,  and  render  more  intelligi¬ 
ble  what  I  haye  to  fay  of  thefe  two  provinces,  I 
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think  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  by  making 
the  reader  well  acquainted  with  their  extent ;  their 
fituation  ;  their  original  inhabitants  ;  in  what  man¬ 
ner  the  Spaniards  fettled  in  the  firft  ;  and  all  the 
other  moft  remarkable  particulars  of  both. 
Tucuman  is  bounded,  to  the  eaft,  by  Chaco,  taken 
in  the  extent  given  it  by  father  Locano,  ajefuit, 
the  only  hiftorian,  who  has  given  us  any  account  of 
it  ;  to  the  weft  by  the  province  of  Cuyo9  depen¬ 
dant  upon  Chili,  and  by  the  mountains  of  Peru  ; 
to  the  north  and  north- weft,  by  the  province  of.  las 
Charcas  •,  to  the  north-eaft,  by  that  of  Santa  Cruz 
de  la  Sierra;  and  is,  all,  contained  between  the 
twenty  third  and  twenty  fecond  degrees  of  fouth 
latitude.  There  is  one  thing  very  remark¬ 
able  in  this  province,  and  that  is,  the  nearer 
you  approach  the  tropic,  the  colder  it  is.  This 
is  owing  to  feveral  chains  of  mountains,  fome  of 
them  exceedingly  high,  that  lie  near  its  northern  ex¬ 
tremity.  Its  figure  pretty  much  refembles  that  of 
a  cone,  with  its  vertex  under  the  tropic.  The  bafe 
may  meafure  about  fixty  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft. 
Its  name  is  that  of  the  firft  nation,  met  by  thofe 
who  entered  it  on  the  fide  of  Peru. 

Most  of  the  northern  nations  live  in  marfh- 
es,  where  their  chief  food  confifts  of  filh.  The 
fouthern  nations  are  perpetually  roving  from 
place  to  place,  in  an  extenfive  country,  where  they 
fubfift  by  hunting  and  fowling.  It  is  reported, 
that  human  fkeletons  have  been  found  there  more 
than  twenty  foot  long;  but  this  is  not  the  only  fa¬ 
ble,  that  has  gained  credit,  concerning  thefe  remote 
quarters  of  South-America.  The  fame  ftature  has 
been  attributed  to  fome  people  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  freights  of  Magellan,  known,  in  a 
great  many  relations,  by  the  name  of  Pata¬ 
gonians.  We  fiall  find  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory, 
that  all  their  wonder's  have  been  advanced  wi  fl¬ 
out 
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out  almoft  any  foundation.-  In  the  heart  of  TV- 
tuman,  the  men  are,  in  genera],  of  a  lower  ftature, 
and  more  ftupid,  than  thofe,  whom  the  firft  adven¬ 
turers  found  in  the  vallies  of  the  Cordiljiere  of 
Peru,  and  equally  favage  and  indolent.  There 
are  home  nations, who  ufe  no  other  fhelter,  but  grot¬ 
toes  they  make  themfelves  under  ground,  where 
the  day  light  very  leldorn  penetrates.  Thofe  next 
to  Peru  and  the  province  of  Jas  Charcas,  are  not 
quite  fo  deftitute,  as  the  reft,  of  the  conveniences  of 
life  j  they  live  in  towns.  Some  have  copper 
and  filver,  which  they  receive  from  the  province 
pf  las  Charcas,  in  which  Potofi  is  -  fituated  ;  but 
they  feem  to  fet  very  little  value  upon  thefe  me 
tals. 

.  There  are,  in  Tucuman,  ftieep  about  the  fize  of 
a  fmall  camel,  but  very  ftrong  Joined,  for  which 
reafon  they  make  ufe  of  them  for  carrying  bur¬ 
thens.  Their  wool  is  fo^extremely  fine,  that,  whert 
made  into  fluffs,  it  can  lcarce  be  difcerned  from 
(ilk.  Lions  and  tygers  are  pretty  common  here,. 
The  firft  are  fmall,  and  not  much  to  be  feared  *, 
but  the  fecond  are  larger  and  fiercer  than  thofe"  of 
tiny  other  country.  I  have  already  taken  notice 
of  the  fame  difference  between  thefe  two  fpecies  of 
animals,  in  fpeaking  of  the  countries  watered  by 
the  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata-,  and,  it  may  be 
faid  to  hold  good  of  all  this  part  of  the  continent 
of  South- America.  The  Indians  get  the  tygers 
but  of  the  woods,  by  retting  fire  to  them  ;  and 
then  kill  them,  in  great  numbers,  with  their  arrows* 
at  which  they  have  a  very  good  aim  *,  but,,  then 
they  muft  be  extremely  wary  and  nimble  to  hinder 
the  tygers  from  being  before  hand  with  them. 

The  principal  rivers  of  Tucuman  are  thofe  mod 
commonly  called  Rio.Salado ,  and  Rio  Dolce.  Next 
to  thefe  the  mo  ft  ccnfickrabkis  R.io  Dercero^luch. 

I  have  already  taken  notice  of.  But,  though 
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the  two  firfl  rivers  receive  feveral  final  1  ones,  it  is 
but  here  and  there  they  have,  in  the  dry  fea- 
ibns,  water  enough  to  carry  pirogues.  Borh 
have  their  fources  in  the  mountains  of  Peru,  and 
very  often  change  their  names.  Rio  Salado  falls 
into  Rio  de  la  Plata  ;  and  Rio  Dolce  lofes  itfelf  in 
tome  lakes,  called  Pavangcs.  There  are  feveral 
others,  which  Ileal  into  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  in 
the  fame  manner  they  iffue  from  it.  Mofc  of  them 
even  run  fo  fhort  a  way,  and  have  fo  little  water, 
that  no  names  have  been  given  them,  at  lead  in 
maps.  Almoft  ail  of  them  change  the  names 

9  CP 

given  them  by  the  inhabitants,  at  every  town  they 
pafs  through.  The  forefts  are  full  of  fprings,  and 
at  almoft  every  ftep  are  to  be  found  little  lakes  and 
marfhes,  which  never  dry.  So  much  water 
mud  contribute  greatly  to  refrefh  and  fertilize  the 
land.  Accordingly,  though  it  never  rains  in  Tu- 
cuman  during  fix  months  of  the  year,-  the  earth, 
kept  moiil  by  the  inundations  naturally  produced 
by  the  almoft  conftant  rains  during  the  other  fix 
months,  yield,  with  due  cultivation,  feveral  forts  of 
grain  pulfe  and  efculcnt  roots. 

Tucuman  was  pretty  well  inhabited,  when  the 
Spaniards  entered  Peru.  The  nations  neareft 
that  empire  had  fubmitted  to  the  Incas.  Others 
were  governed  by  Caciques,  who  acknowledged 
no  fuperior.  Thole,  who  roved  about  from  place 
to  place,  were  feparated  into  families,  which  ac¬ 
knowledged  no  mailers  but  their  feveral  heads. 
The  forefts  between  Rio  Dolce  and  Rio  Salado 
abound  with  honey  and  wax.  Cotton,  carouge, 
cochenil,  and  paftel,  are  to  be  met  with  in  many 
places.  The  carouge  kills  the  whole,  year,  and 
feme  nations  make  their  ordinary  food  of  it.  For¬ 
merly,  the  principal  riches  of  this  country  confid¬ 
ed  in  cotton  clothes,  which  palled  current  for 

money 
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money  among  the  inhabitants,  and  were  font,  id 
great  quantities,  to  PotofL 

They  likewife  fed  great  quantities  of  large  and 
fmall  cattle.  The  Spaniards,  who  firft  penetrated 
into  this  province,  had  turned  loofe,  into  the  plains 
and  defarts,  horfes  and  oxen,  which  they  had 
brought  with  them  from  Peru.  Thefe  animals 
multiplied  to  a  prodigious  degree  ;  fo  that  the  new 
mailers  of  the  country,  freed  from  the  care  of 
breeding  or  feeding  them,  and  having  nothing  to 
do  but  hunt  them  down,  lived  for  fome  time  pret¬ 
ty  much  at  their  eafe.  But,  too  little  pleafed  with 
this  happy  mediocrity,  they  defpifed  it  to  look 
out  for  gold  *,  and,  too  idle  to  fuppiy  the  place  of 
it  by  labour,  for  their  enquiries  produced  but 
very  little,  they  threw  the  whole  weight  of 
providing  for  their  fubfiflence  upon  the  poor  In¬ 
dians,  and  thereby  made  of  them  irreconcilable 
enemies,  who  have  often  ravaged  not  only  their 
feparate  habitations,  but  even  their  towns  •,  fo  that 
Tucuman,  though  fo  near  Potofi  and  Peru,  is  one 
of  the  pooreft  colonies  the  Spaniards  have  in  the 
new  world. 

The  weather  is  fo  exceflively  cold,  in  fome  parts 
of  Tucuman,  during  the  winter,  that  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  to  find  animals,  that  have  perifli-- 
ed  by  it.  Not  only  it  never  rains,  but  there 
feldom  appears  fo  much  as  a  cloud,  in  that  feafon. 
Spring  is  ufhered  in  by  fuch  heavy  fhowers,  that, 
in  towns,  the  llreets  refemble  fo  many  rivers  % 
and,  in  die  open  country,  the  waters,  united  in  the 
bottoms,  form  very  large  lakes.  Thefe  fhowers 
are  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightening,  and 
hail,  often  as  large  as  a  hen’s  egg.  Summer,  too, 
ha"  its  inconveniences.  The  heat  then  produces 
{  T.i  prodigious  quantities  of  bugs,  that  the  in- 
b  Sitants  have  no  w.  7.  to  avoic  them  but  by 
fkeping  in  the  open  air  m  their  gardens.  Nor  is 
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that  aldne  quite  fufficient.  Yet,  the  air  of  Tu- 
cuman  is  (aid  to  be  pretty  wholidme.  Nu- 
'Mo  de  Chaves  feems  to  have  the  bell  title 
to  the  honour  or  having  difcovered  this  pro¬ 
vince,  though  feme  Spaniards  had  croffed  it  as 
far  as  the  Rio  cle  la  Plata ;  for,  he  penetrated  more 
than  once  into  it,  arid  gave  an  account  of  many 
things  relating  to  the  northern  parts  of  it  not  be¬ 
fore  taken  notice  of. 


Be  that  as  it  will,  Tiiclirrian  was  not  fettled  till 
the  year  1542*  when  Vaca  de  Caitro,  viceroy  of 
Peru,  after  defeating  the  young  Almagro,  dif* 
tributed,  among  his  captains,  the  governments,  his 
vidtory  had  enabled  him  to  confer  ;  arid  gratifying 
with  that  of  Tucuman,  though  not  as  yet  con¬ 
quered,  Don  Diego  de  Rojas  ;  who  had  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  by  his  fidelity  and  valour  during 
the  civil  wars.  Rojas  entered  his  province  with 
three  hundred  men,  and  furveyed  part  of  it ;  but, 
after  meeting  with  a  pretty  good  reception  from 
feveral  nations,  was,  the  year  following,  wounded 
by  a  poifoned  arrow,  in  a  fldrmifh  with  fome 
others,  and  died  of  the  wound,  having  refilled  ths 
afliftance  of  an  Indian  woman,  who  promifed  to 
cure  him. 


Upon  this,  Guttierez  whom  the  viceroy  of 
Peru  had  named  his  king’s  lieutenant,  thought  to 
aiTume  the  command  of  the  army  ^  but,  as  he  had 
fome  mifunderfbinding  with  Don  Diego  de  Rojas, 
the  officers,  and  even  the  foldiers,  refufed  to  obey 
him,  arid  chofe  Don  Francifco  cle  Mendoza,  who 


Mendoza  made  the  troops  confent  to  his  fha-ring 
the  command  with  him.  They  then  made  fome 
excurfions  together  *s  but  foori  began  to  quarrel. 
Upon  this,  Mendoza  put  Guttierez  under  arreft, 
and  lent  him  with  fix  of  his  adherents,  under  a 
Vgl.  I.  N 
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guard  of  thirty  horfemen  to  Peru.  He  then  re¬ 
quired  an  oath  of  fidelity  from  the  army.  This 
the  camp-m  after  Nicholas  de  Heredia  oppofed* 
as  Guttierez  had  not  as  yet  received  a  cornmifiion 
from  the  viceroy  of  Peru  ;  but,  being  the  only 
perlon  of  this  fentiment,  he  was  foon  obliged  to 
fwear  like  the  reft. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mendoza  did  nothing  but 
ramble  up  and  down  the  country,  and  made  no 
eftablifhment  in  any  place.  At  length,  the  pre- 
fident  cle  la  Gafta,  in  1549,  appointed  Don  Juam 
Nunes  de  Prado  governor  of  Tucuman  ^  gave  him 
troops  to  keep  the  Indians  in  awe  ;  and  families  to 
people  the  country ;  charged  him  to  take,  along 
with  him,  priefts  both  regular  and  fecular ;  and 
gave  him  inftrucftions  in  the  fame  ftrain  with  thofe 
he  had  already  given  to  Don  Diego  Centeno,  for 
the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  fathers 
Alphonfo  Trueno,  and  Gafpar  de  Caravaia,  of 
the  order  of  the  Merci,  fet  out  with  him,  and 
were  the  firft  to  pubiifh  the  gofpel  in  Tucuman. 
But  their  mifiion  would  have  been  much  more 
fuccefsful,  had  Prado  lived  longer,  or  his  fuccef- 
fors  followed  the  inftrudions  he  had  received,  with 
equal  exadlnefs. 

The  governor,  to  fecure  an  eafy  pafiage  into 
his  province,  founded,  in  the  valley  of  Calchaqui, 
in  the  latitude  of  twenty  four  degrees  and  thirty  mi¬ 
nutes,  a  town,  which  he  called  Saint  Michael .  1 
But  it  fubfifted  but  for  a  fh ort  time  ;  for  wre  are  jj 
not  to  confound  it  with  another  town  of  the  fame  1 
name,  which  we  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  J 
mention.  From  the  valley  of  Calchaqui  the  | 
governor  entered  upon  the  plains,  and  caufed 
croftes  to  be  eredled  in  fome  places,  and  confti- 
luted  them  fo  many  afylums,  which  wrought  in 
the  Indians  fo  great  a  refpech  for  this  fign  of  our 
falvation,  that  they  planted  erodes,  like  them,  in  all 

their 
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their  towns.  Some  time  after  this,  Don  Francis 
de  Vilagras,  who  was  marching,  at  the  head  of 
fome  troops,  from  Peru  into  Chili,  having  taken 
his  rout  by  Tucuman,  encroached  upon  Prado’s 
authority,  pretending  that  this  province  depended 
upon  Chili.  Prado  took  up  arms  to  fupport  his 
right,  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be  beat  and 
made  prifoner.  Vilagras,  however,  fatished  with 
having  humbled  his  adverfary,  fet  him  free,  on 
condition,  that  he  would  acknowledge  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Chili  for  his  fuperior. 

Prado  furvived  this  difgrace  but  a  fhort  time.' 
Soon  after  his  death,  Don  Pedro  de  Valdivia, 
conqueror  and  governor  of  Chili,  fent  Don  Fran- 
cifco  d’ Aguirre  to  Tucuman,  to  command  there  as 
his  lieutenant  general.  D5  Aguirre  foon  became 
governor;  founded,  in  1562,  the  town  of  Santiago, 
in  the  latitude  of  twenty-eight  degrees,  in  a  very 
hot  climate,  and  a  Tandy  but  well  watered  fpot, 
on  the  banks  of  Rio  Dolce,  which  forms,  in  this 
place,  a  kind  of  lake  or  rather  pond,  from  whence 
the  town  has  obtained  the  name  of  Santiago  de 
VEftero.  Two  years  after  this,  according  to  the 
moft  common  opinion,  the  town  of  St.  Michael 
was  transferred  twenty  leagues  north-weft  of  San¬ 
tiago  to  a  moft  delightful  fpot,  in  a  very  fertile 
country,  on  a  little  river,  that  falls  into  Rio  Dolce, 
pretty  near  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  frontier, 
called  Quebrada  de  Caleb  aqui. 

In  1567,  Don  Diego  de  Heredia,  whom  father 
Locano,  in  his  defeription  of  Chaco,  ftigmatizes 
as  the  ufurper  of  the  government  of  Tucuman, 
built,  on  the  banks  of  Rio  Salado,  a  town,  which 
he  called  our  lady  of  Palaver  a  of  Madrid,  but  which 
is  better  known  under  the  name  of  Efieco,  being 
that  of  the  place  where  it  flood ;  for  now  it  no 
longer  fubfifts,  . 
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In  1582,  the  licentiate,  Don  Hernando  de  Ler^ 
ma,  governor  of  this  province,  founded,  in  the 
valley  of  Salta,  a  town  under  the  name  of  San 
Philippe  de  Lerma ,  in  the  latitude  of  about  twenty 
four  degrees  and  fifteen  minutes  ;  but  it  has  been 
almoft  always  known  by  the  name  of  Salta. 
This  town  is  charmingly  fituated  in  a  valley 
furrounded  with  mountains  at  a  pretty  good 
diftance,  from  whence  iffue  feveral  rivulets,  which 
render  it  extremely  fertile,  and  enable  it  to  feed 
cattle  enough  for  its  own  ccnfumption,  and  that 
of  the  neighbouring  provinces.  A  little  before 
this  period,  the  Spaniards  founded,  fifteen  leagues 
more  to  the  north,  another  town,  under  the  name 
of  San  Salvador  de  Jujuy ,  which,,  after  being  twice 
deftfoyed  by  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  was  rebuilt^ 
for  the  third  time,  in  159  ?,  Thefe  three  daft 
towns  were  built  by  way  of  barrier  to  Tucuman, 
againft  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  who  have  never 
Ceafed  annoying  them,  and  have  feveral  times 
ruined  all  the  fmalier  fettlements  in  their  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 


It  appearing  equally  proper  to  fortify  this  pro¬ 
vince  to  the  fouth  in  the  year  1558,  Don 
Juan  Gomez  de  Zurita,  its  governor,  found¬ 
ed,  on  the  road  from  Santiago  to  Chili,  a  fort  refs, 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Canette,  and  which 
was  fince,  when  eredled  into  a  city,  called  Nem 
London ,  in  honour  of  Mary  queen  of  England, 
confort  of  Philip  the  II,  king  of  Spain.  But 
there  remains  nothing  of  it  at  preterit. 

Corduba  or  Cordova,  at  prefent  the  moil  confi- 
derable  place  in  Tucuman,  and  the  fee  of  the 
bifl|pp  of  that  province,  is  fituated  in  the  heart  of 
the  country,  almoft  mid-way  between  Santafe  and 
Saint  John  de  la  Front  era,  which  depends  upon  Chi¬ 


li, 


has  no  river,  but  only  a  little  11  ream, 

which* 


OF  PARAGUAY.  i8i 

‘which,  after  a  very  fhort  courfe,  is  loft  in  a  lake. 
It,  however,  fupplies  the  town  with  great  plenty  of 
fifh  ;  and  there  is,  befides,  abundance  of  other  game 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Corduba  has  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  a  great  town  can  wifh  for ;  fertile  fields, 
and  agreeable  hills  planted  by  the  Spaniards  with 
vines,  which  yield  a  great  deal  of  wine.  It  is,  in 
fhort,  as  it  were,  the  centre  of  the  trade  .and  com¬ 
munication  between  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  the 
province  of  las  CharcaS.  The  jefuits  have  a  great 
college  here ;  an  univerfity  of  fome  reputation  •,  a 
novicefhip  ;  and  a  feminary  for  young  noblemen, 
called  Montferrat.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  place 
in  this  province,  which  deferves  the  name  of  a  city, 
and  has  the  appearance  of  one. 

Father  Gaetan  Catenio,  a  modenezejefuit,  who 
fet  out  for  Paraguay  in  1728,  and  finifhed  his 
courfe  there  in  a  fhort  time,  defcribes  it,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  which  the  late  fignor  Muratori  annexed 
to  his  iafc  work,  intitled,  II  Chriftianefimo  felice  nelk 
MiJJioni  de  Padri  della  Compagnia  de  Jefu ,  nel  Para¬ 
guay,  that  of  Rioja ,  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  pre¬ 
sently,  and  where  the  jefuits  have  a  college,  as 
compofed  of  feveral  hamlets,  feperated  by  fields 
covered  wkh  trees,  bufhes  and  briars ;  fo  that,  on 
his  arrival  there,  he  was  pretty  much  furprized  to 
find  himfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  pretty 
near  his  college,  at  a  time  he  thought  himfelf 
a  great  way  from  it.  All  the  towns,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  equally  country  like.  Some  of  them 
'  are  fur-rounded  with  a  pallifade,  at  leaft;  though 
few  of  them  are  better  built.  In  this  refpedt,  how¬ 
ever,  and  that  of  populoufnefs,  they  are  equal  to 
moil  of  the  towns  of  Paraguay  and  Prio  de  la  Plata, 

!  the  capitals  excepted. 

Don  Tuan  Gomez  Zurita  was  the  firfl  to  give 
.  a  regular  form  to  this  province.  He  made  war 
>  ;fuccefsfully  againfi:  the  Indians,  and  fpread  fo  far 

N  3  -ithe 


i 


152 


THE  HISTORY 

tfxe  terror  of  the  fpanifh.  arms,  that,  on  taking,  m 
1 5 5  8 ,  the  numbers  of  thofe  whom  he  had  fubjebted 
by  force  or  by  fair  means,  he  found,  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Santiago  alone,  no  iefs  than  eighty  thou- 
land,  who  paid  tribute  to  his  catholic  majefty.  But 
Zurita,  notwithftandjng  this  fuccefs,  incurred  the. 
difpleafure  of  the  governor  of  Chili,  who,  in  1561,. 
fent  Don  Gregorio  Caftanenda  there  to  command 
in  his  dead.  Zurita  refuted  to  give  up  his  poft  ^ 
but  he  defended  it  ill,  was  defeated,  and  fent  pri- 
foner  to  Peru.  The  province,  however,  did  not' 
thrive  the  better  for  this  revolution,  efpecially 
after  Caftanenda  demolifhed  the  town,  called: 
New  London.  In  1563,  therefore,  it  was  found! 
neceflary  to  fend  back  there  Don  Francifco 
d’ Aguirre,  who  fucceeded  pretty  well  in  putting! 
things  upon  the  old  footing.  But  he  was  not  al¬ 
lowed  time  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labours  ^  for 
he  was  foon  after  called  back  to  Peru,  when  Tu« 
cuman,  it  feems,  was  declared  immediatedy  fubjebt 
to  the  viceroys  of  Peru,  and  within  the  jurifdiCtion 
of  the  royal  audience  of  las  Charcas. 

Tucuman,  as  I  have  already  faid,  is  feparated 
from  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  for 
many  years  made  but  one  province,  by  the  country 
called  Chaco,  which,  though  not  as  yet  reduced,, 
is  fo  connected  with  the  objeft  of  this  hiftory,, 
that  I  cannot  but  give  feme  account  of  it.  I 
have  already  obfervecl,  that  Father  Locano  gives 
this  province  an  extent,  which  confines,  011  the: 
Weft,  thofe  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de.  la  Plata  to  the 
great  river  known  by  thefe  two  names  ,  but  this,  ,i 
however,  without  pretending  to  abridge  the  rights.1 
of  thefe  two  provinces,  or  of  Tucuman,  and  las 
Charcas,  on  the  fide  of  which  he  does  not  pretend  to  1 
affign  it  any  bounds.  Indeed,  the  governors 
themfelves  of  Tucuman  and  las  Charcas  cannot 
aflign  it  any,  on  account  of  the  perpetual  ne-r 

necef? 
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neflity  they  are  under  of  reprefling  the  hoftilities 
of  the  inhabitants  ot  Chaco. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  I  Hr  all  now  communicate  to 
the  reader,  what  the  hiltorian,  whom  I  have  juft 
cited,  tells  us  of  this  extenfive  country.  The  name 
of  Chaco  feems  to  be  of  a  new  date  ;  for  there  is  no 
mention  made  of  it  by  this  name  in  the  life  of  St. 
Solano,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis*  who  published 
the  gofpel  in  every  part  of  this  country.  But  in  the 
Quitchoane  language,  which  is  the  original  Ian* 
guage  of  Peru,  they  call  Chacu ,  thofe  great  flocks  of 
deer  goats  and  fuch  other  wild  animals,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  America  drive 
together  when  they  hunt  them  and  this  name 
was  given  to  the  country  we  fpeak  of,  becaufe, 
at  the  time  Francis  Pizarro  made  himlelf  matter 
of  a  great  part  of  the  Peruvian  empire,  a  great 
number  of  its  inhabitants  took  refuge  there.  Of 
Chacu ,  which  the  Spaniards  pronounce  Chacou, 
cuftom  has  made  Chaco .  It  appears,  that,  at  firft, 
they  comprehended  nothing  under  this  name,  but 
the  country  lying  between  the  mountains  of  the 
Cordilliere,  the  Pilco  Mayo,  and  the  Red  Riyer  *5 
and  that  they  extended  it,  in  procefs  of  time,  in 
prop  irtion  as  other  nations  joined  the  Peruvians, 
who  had  taken  refuge  there  to  defend  their  liber- 
ties  againft  the  Spaniards.  , 

All  thofe,  who  fpeak  of  Chaco,  agree  in  re- 
prefenting  it  as  one  of  the  flneft  countries  in  the 
world*,  but  this  is  exaitly  true  m  reg  r  1  to  that 
diftridt  alone,  which  the  Peruvians  firft  occupied. 
A  chain  of  mountains,  which  begins  within  fight  of 
Corduba,  and,  after  a  turn  from  South  to  North, 
extends  to  the  new  town  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
forms,  on  that  fide,  fo  throng  a  barrier,  efpecially 
in  what  they  call  the  Cordilliere  of  the  Chiriguanes , 
as  to  render  it  inacceftible  in  all  thefe.  places.  Se- 
yeral  of  thefe  mountains  are  fo  very  high,  that  the 
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vapours  of  the  earth  never  reach  their  fummits  ;  but 
the  winds  here  are  fo  impetuous,  that  they  often 
carry  off  the  travellers  from  their  horfcs.  The  fight 
of  the  precipices,  by  which  they  are  feparatcd, 
would  alone  be  lufficient  to  turn  the  brain  of  the 
moft  refolute  traveller,  if  the  thick  clouds  hanging 
on  their  Tides  did  not  intercept  the  profpedt 

We  can  fcarce  doubt,  that  thefe  mountains, 
which  are  one  of  the  branches  of  the  great  Co  rail- 
Here,  contain  feveral  mines.  Nay  feme  have  been 
lately  difeovered  ;  but  we  are  not  told  what  they 
contain.  It  is,  however,  a  conftant  tradition  in 
Peru,  that  the  Chicas  and  the  Or  ej  ones,  who  for¬ 
merly  inhabited  thefe  very  mountains,  and  of 
whom  feveral  took  refuge  in  Chaco,  and  in 
the  iiiand  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  as  I  have  already  faid,  ufed  to  bring  both 
gold  and  filver  to  Ciifco,  the  capital  of  Peru,  be¬ 
fore  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  in  that  empire* 
There,  likewife,  iffiue  from  thefe  mountains  feme 
rivers,  whofe  waters  are,  in  general,  very  wholfome, 
and  contribute  greatly  to  fertilize  the  province  ^ 
not  to  fpeak  of  thofe,  which  how  northwards  ; 
as,  for  example,  the  Gmpay  and  the  Pirapiti ,  which 
fall  into  the  Mam  ore,  and  with  the  Mam  ore,  as  I 
have  before  taken  notice,  into  the  Manon .  The 
moft  confiderable  of  thofe,  which  traverfe  Chaco, 
&re  the  Pilco  Mayo ,  Rio  Salado,  and  Rio  Vermejo. 

The  Pilco  Mayo  is  the  largeft  river  of  Chaco, 
and,  would,  alone,  be  fufficient  to  enrich  this  pro¬ 
vince,  if  it  was  navigable  at  all  feafons  ;  but,  in 
fome  places,  it  has  too  little  water  and  too  much, 
in  fome  others.  It  iffues  from  the  mountains,  which 
feparate  Potofi  from  Peru  ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that 
a  little  river  called  Par.ap'aya,  which,  after  watering 
potofi,  falls  into  the  Pilco  Mayo,  pretty  near  it| 
fource,  carries  into  it  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
filver,  which  it  is  impotable  to  fave,  becaufe  it  finks 
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into  the  mud.  Some  miners,  it  is  faid,  have  ealcu- 

r%  ^ 

lated,  that  the  filver  thus  loft  in  the  fifty  fix 
years,  from  the  year  1545,10  1601,  amounted  to 
no  lefs  than  forty  millions,,  It  is  added,  that  there 
paffes  fo  much  quickfilver,  by  the  fame  channel, 
into  the  Pilco  Mayo,  that  for  fever al  leagues  toge¬ 
ther  no  fifh  can  live  in  it.  The  Pilco  Mayo,  on  its 
leaving  the  Plains  of  Manfo ,  which  it  traverfes,  di¬ 
vides  into  two  branches,  navigable  for  pretty  large 
boats.  The  moft  northerly  of  thefe  branches  is  al- 
moft  fait,  and  a  gre^t  deal  of  fait  petre  is  found  on 
its  banks.  There  is  no  fifh  found  in  the  Pilco 

1  » 

Mayo,  till  it  has  reached  Chaco  ;  when  it,  likewife, 
begins  to  abound  with  alligators. 

The  two  branches  of  this  river  fall  into  the  Pa¬ 
raguay  ;  one  of  them,  a  little  above  the  Paraguay’s 
confluence  with  the  Parana  ;  and  the  other,  a  little 
above  the  Afiumption,  which  by  that  means  comes 
to  be  in  an  ifland,whofe  mean  breadth  is  five  leagues; 
and  length,  fourfcore.  This  ifiand  is  pretty  low, 
and,  confequently  very  marfhy,  to  a  certain  dif- 
tance  from  the  reparation  of  the  two  branches.  In 
the  rainy  feafon  the  two  branches  are  confounded  ; 
for  they  then  fwell  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  meet 
not  only  each  other,  but  even  Rio  Vermejo.  In  the 
trafl  of  land  fubjedl  to  thefe  inundations,  there  are 
feveral  lakes,  which  never  dry  up.  Garcilaflo  de 
la  Vega  tells  us,  that  the  name  of  Pilco  Mayo,  or 
Pilco  Mayu ,  fignifies,  in  the  Quitcoane  language. 
River  of  Sparrozvs  *,  and  that  the  Araguay ,  the  moft 
northerly  of  its  two  branches,  fignifies,  in  the  Gua¬ 
rani  language,  River  of  under  fundings  becaufe  it 
requires  a  great  deal  of  precaution  in  thofe  who 
navigate  it,  not  to  lofe  the  main  ftream,  and  get 
into  the  lake,  which  communicates  with  it,  and 
forms  a  kind  of  labyrinth,  from  which  they  would 
find  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  extricate  thamfelves. 

Rio 
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Rio  Salado  enters  Chaco  under  the  name  of 
River  ofpaffage  *,  and  is,  on  its  entrance,  fo  rapid, 
as  to  render  the  navigation  of  it  very  dangerous. 
On  its  arrival  at  the  place,  where  the  town  of  Edeco 
formerly  flood,  it  changes  its  fird  name  into  that 
of  Rio  de  Valbuena  \  and  from  its  fource  to  this 
place,  which  is  about  forty  leagues,  its  waters  are 
tinged  of  a  blood  colour,  which  difappears  by  de¬ 
grees,  as  it  receives  the  waters  of  other  rivers.  This 
colour  is  attributed  to  the  loil  of  the  valley  of  Cal- 
chaqui,  into  which  this  river  flows  from  its  fpring. 
It  is  not  called  fait  river,  till  its  arrival  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  Santiago  :■  but  authors  affign  no  reafons 
for  giving  it  this  name.  In  fine,  it  takes  a  turn  to 
the  Eaft,  before  it  falls  into  Rio  de  k  Plata  y  and 
joining  a  little  river,  called  Saladillo ,  forms  an  ifland 
pretty  much  in  the  ihape  of  a  bow,  of  which  Rio  de 
la  Plata  is  the  firing.  This  bow  is  called  Rio  de 
Cor ofi  da. 

Rio  Vermejo  erodes  Chaco  from  North -Eafic  to 
South-  W eft  $  and,  as  well  as  Rio  Salado,  very  often 
changes  its  name.  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover 
why  it  is  called  Rio  Vermejo  *,  a  name,  to  which 
Rio  Salado  feems  to  have  a  better  title.  Rio  Ver- 
mejo  falls  into  Rio  de  la  Plata  under  the  name  of 
Rio  Grande .  Its  dream  is  fo  gentle,  that  one  may. 
In  a  manner,  as  eafily  afcend,  as  defcend,  it ;  efpeck 
ally  with  the  Email  fouthern  breezes,  which  begin  to 
Mow  here  every  morning  at  nine  o’clock,  and  refrefh 
the  air  greatly.  Its  waters,  bcfides  being  full  pf  fifin, 
are  deemed  very  falutary.  They  are  fovereign,  it  is 
adored,  againft  the  gravel,  the  done,  all  urinary 
complaints,  the  cholic,  the  gout,  the  dropfy,  and  in- 
digediotis.  Mod  of  thefe*  virtues  arefaidto  be  owing 
to  an  herb,  very  common  on  its  banks,  called  by 
the  Spaniards  de  Urina.  It  is,  moreover,  affirm¬ 

ed,  that  thofe,  who  make  their  condant  drink  of 

them 
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them,  live  to  extreme  old  age,  without  ficknefs  or 
wrinkles. 

We  mud,  probably,  make  fome  allowance  for 
thefe  commendations  ;  but  it  is  a  condant  tradi¬ 
tion  among  the  Spaniards,  that,  of  all  the  foldiers 
who  were  employed  under  Don  Martin  Ledcfma 
Valderanna,  governor  of  Tucuman,  from  1628 
to  1635,  in  building  the  town  of  Santiago  de  Gua - 
dalcazar ,  not  one  died,  or  was  even  indifpofed; 
though  the  turning  up  of  the  earth  was  alone  furticient 
to  caufe  a  ficknefs  among  them.  It  is,  befides,  faid, 
that  Don  Edevan  de  Urizar,  who,  in  17 10  and  1 71 1, 
entered  Chaco  with  fome  troops,  as  we  fhall 
fee  hereafter,  and  there,  for  a  long  time,  marched 
along  the  banks  of  the  red  river,  which  at  that  fide 
of  the  country  is  call  Rio  Grande ,  had  no  fooner 
made  ufe  of  its  waters,  though  he  arrived  there  in  a 
very  bad  date  of  health,  than  he  got  the 
better  of  all  his  complaints  ;  and  felt  no  return  of 
them  during  the  two  campaigns  he  made  there, 
though  he  never  fpared  himfelf  in  the  lead.  It  is 
in  a  lake  formed  by  this  river,  under  the  name  of 
Rio  Grande ,  that  the  pearls  were  found,  which  I 
mentioned  in  the  fird  book  of  this  hi  dory. 

Most  of  the  other  rivers  of  Chaco  are,  like  wile, 
remarkable  on  one  account  or  another.  There  is 
one,  for  indance,  whole  waters  are  green ;  and  it 
is,  accordingly,  called  Rio  Verde.  It  is  impoflible  to 
tell  whence  they  derive  this  colour,  which  does  not 
hinder  them  from  being  very  wholfome  and  even 
palatable.  This  river  falls  into  the  Paraguay,  a  - 
bout  fixty  leagues  above  the  Affumption.  The 
Spaniards  had  built  on  its  banks  a  town,  called 
Nueva  Rioja ;  but  it  fubfided  a  very  fhort  time. 
Another  river  of  Chaco,  called  Guayru ,  which  def- 
cends  from  the  Chiriguan  Cord il  liere,  and  has  its 

O  x 

courfe  between  the  Pilco  Mayo  and  Rio  Vermejo, 
though  I  cannot  find  it  in  the  maps,  has  its  waters* 
yery  fait.  Some  of  the  Chaco  rivers  lofe  themfelves 
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in  the  bcfom  of  the  earth,  like  thofe  of  T uctr 
plan,  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 

There  ifibes  fo  great  a  number  of  them  from 
the  Cordilliere,  that,  on  the  thawing  of  the  fnow 
with  which  thefe  mountains  are  covered,  and  the 
failing  of  the  heavy  rains,  bpth  which  happen 
at  one  feafon,  they  overflow  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  to  make  part  of  Chaco  look  like  a  v#ft  fea,  which 
is  fuccecded  by  a  great  number  of  lakes,  that  never 
dry  up,  and  are  well  {locked  with  fifh.  Thefe  in¬ 
undations  axe  fo  confderable,  especially  near  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Para- 


or  climb  up  trees,  .and  remain  there  till  the  wa- 
tecs  fall,  or  they  can  find  feme  other  method  of 
roviding  for  their  fafety. 

But  thefe  inconveniences  are  fufficiently  com; 


plains  they  covered  appear  like  fo  many  grand 
parterres,  which,  viewed  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  form  a  profpect,  that  nothing,  perhaps. 


in  nature  can  compare  with.  What  would  it  be 
then,  if  this  fine  country  was  inhabited  by  indufi 
trious  people,  well  {killed  in  the  methods  of  .cor¬ 
recting  the  disadvantages  it  labours  under,  and 
making  the  rnoft  of  the  advantages  providence  has 
bellowed  ippon  it?  The  prefeet  inhabitants  of  Chaco 
think  they  have  done  enough,  when,  after  the  in¬ 
undations  we  have  been  {peaking  of,  they  fur  the 
earth  a  little.  No  doubt,  even  without  this  flight 
labour,  it  turn; flies  them  with  refpurces  for  their 
fubfiftence.  The  bdl  fruits  grow  here  in  abun¬ 
dance  ;  and  fifhing  and  hunting  would,  alone,  be 
fufrkient  to  fupport  great  numbers. 

Part  of  this  province  is  overgrown  with  vail 
forefes,  in  fome  of  which  there  is  no  water  to  be 
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found,  but  in  the  hollows  of  the  trees,  which  form, 
as  it  were,  io  nlany  refervoirs  of  a  very  tranfpa- 
rent  and  potable  water.  Naturally,  the  heats  here 
fhouki  be  executively  intenie ,  eipecially  as  the 
air  is,  in  itfelf,  both  warm  and  dry  j  but  a  fouth 
wind,  which  blows  regularly  every  day,  tempers 
them  greatly.  In  the  iouthern  diitridt,  the  weather 
is  lbmetimes  very  cold  and  nipping.  Trees  of  the 
fame  kind  with  thofe  of  Europe  are  pretty  fear cs 
here  j  but  there  are  others  no  way  inferior  to  the 
belt  we  can  boaft  of. 


On  the  banks  of  a  little  river,  called  Sint  a. 


there  are  cedars  furp ailing,  in  height,  the  t< 
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know  of ;  and,  near  the  ancient  city  oi  Gualdalcazar, 
which  fubfilted  but  a  ihort  time,  there  are  whole 
forefts  of  them,  wh  Ye  trunks  mealure  above  three 
fathoms,  in  circumference.  The  Quinaquina  is  very 
common  here.  It  is  a  large  tree,  whole  wood  is 
red,  fweet  feented,  and  yields  an  odoriferous  rofim 
The  fruit  is  a  bean,  larger  than  thofe  of  other  trees 
of  the  fame  fpecies,  very  hard,  and  medicinal. 
There  are  whole  forefts  of  palm  trees,  from  eight 
to  twelve  leagues  in  extent.  Thole,  which  grow 
on  the  Pilco  Mayo,  are  as  tall  as  the  tailed  cedars. 
The  pith  or  heart  of  this  tree,  drolled  with  mar  * 
row,  eats  very  well.  The  Rival,  is  a  tree 
armed  all  over  with  pretty  large  and  very  hard 
thorns.  The  leaves  of  it  chewed  are  deemed  lo¬ 
ver  eign  in  all  complaints  of  the  eyes.  Its  fruit 
is  fweet  and  agreeable.  There  are  two  fpecies  of 
Gayoc.  The  moil  efteemed  is  that  called  by  the 
Spaniards  Palo  Santo . 

The  number  of  fimples  found  in  Chaco  is,  in 
a  manner,  infinite ;  and  father  Locano  fcruples 
not  to  affirm,  that  fpecifics  have  been  difeovered 
among  them  for  every  diforder.  Perhaps,  we  might, 
without  any  exaggeration,  fay  the  fame  thing  of  all 
the  inhabited  and  habitable  countries  of  the  globe*, 

for, 
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for,  ill  rely,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  m  believing, 
that  the  author  of  nature  has  granted, every  cli¬ 
mate  the  Ample  and  natural  remedies,  which  it 
Hands  in  need  of.  Don’t  we  every  where  fee  ani¬ 
mals,  conducted  by  mere  inftindt,  have  recourfe  to 
them,  in  their  wants,  and  life  them  with  more  fiuc- 
cefs,  than  man  himfelf?  And  it  is  the  fame  thing 
with  the  Indians  •,  as  if  this  inftinbl,  by  which 
brutes  are  fo  well  governed  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  came  to  the  affiftance  of  men  deftitute  of 
the  refources  of  art  *,  or,  as  if  neceffity  rendered 
them  more  attentive  to  ftudy  nature,  upon  which 
art  ffiould  ground  all  its  rules  and  principles.  In 
fhort,  they  make  in  Chaco,  not  only  bread,  but 
very  good  liquors,  with  feveral  kinds  of  grain  and 
other  vegetable  produdHons.  But  the  Indians  of¬ 
ten  abufe  this  bleffing,  by  making  their  liquors  too 
ftrong,  and  uhng  it  too  freely,  fo  as  to  fall  into  alt 
the  exceffes,  with  which  drunkennefs  is  generally 
attended. 

The  fur  of  the  lions  of  this  country  is  red  and 
very  long.  Thefe  animals  are  fo  very  gentle,  or 
rather  cowardly,  that  theyffiy  at  the  barking  of  a 
dom  and  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  taken,  when  they 
have  not  time  to  get  into  a  tree.  As  to  the  tygers, 
befides'  the  advantage  of  making  the  water  as  well 
as  the  earth  contribute  to  their  fubfiftence,  they 
are  as  large,  and  at  lead  as  fierce,  as  thofe  of  T u- 
cuman,  but  they  lofe  all  their  ftrength  on  being 
■wounded  in  the  region  of  the  loins.  There  are,  in 
this  province  *,  fix  kinds  of  geefe ;  all  manner  of 
tame  fowl  fit  for  the  table  ;  black  and  red  goats  as 
inTucuman,  andfome  white  goats  on  the  banks  of 
the  Pilco-Mayo ;  boars  of  two  colours,  grey  and 
black,  befides  hares,  deer,  oftriches,  and  water 
wolves,  the  fame  as  in  the  adjacent  provinces. 

What  the  Spaniards  call  the  great  beaft,  is  the 
Ant  a  or  Danta 3  of  which  I  have  already  faid  fome- 

things 
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thing  ;  for,  by  father  Locano’s  account  of  it,  that 
of  Chaco  differs  a  little  from  that  of  which  I  have 
already  given  a  description,  from  father  Montoya. 
This  animal,  father  Locano  tells  us,  has  the  head 
of  a  horie  ;  the  ears  of  a  mule  ;  and  on  his  fnout,  a 
trump,  which  he  Stretches  out  when  threatened ;  the 
lips  of  a  calf*.  Sharp  teeth  *,  a  Short  tail ;  and  Slen¬ 
der  feet;  the  fore  ones  cloven  in  two,  the  hinder  ones 
in  three ;  two  Stomachs,  one  of  which  ferves  him 
for  a  (tore  houfe,  where  are  Sometimes  found  pie¬ 
ces  of  rotten  wood  ;  and  Bezoar  Slones,  deemed  the 
belt  of  any  that  come  from  America.  His  Skin,, 
which  is  covered  with  long  brown  hair,  when 
hardened  in  the  fun,  and  then  dreffed  into  buff,  is 
impenetrable,  even  by  mufket  balls.  As  to  his  fleili, 
it  differs  in  nothing  from  beef.  The  hoof  of  the 
left  fore  foot  has  the  fame  virtue  with  that  attribu¬ 
ted  to  the  elke  or  orignal  pi  Canada ;  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  he  makes  the  fame  ufe  of  it  in  the  fits  of  the 
,epilepfy,  or  fame  other  fuch  diforder,  to  which  he 
is  Subject.  We  are  afiiired,  in  fine,,  that,  when  he 
finds  himfelf  overftocked  with  blood,  he  opens  one 
of  his  veins  with  the  point  of  a  reed  ;  and  that  it  is 
from  him  the  Indians  have  learned  the  ufe  of  the 
fame  operation.  - 

The  Gnanaco ,  or  Huanaco ,  known  in  England, 
whither  two  of  them  were  brought  from  Buenos 
Ayres  in  the  year  1723,  by  the  name  of  JVanotra , 
which,  it  is  probable,  Some  other  people  of  Ame¬ 
rica  give  it,  is  common  in  Chaco,  and  yields  Be¬ 
zoar  [tones,  that. weigh  three  pounds  and  a  half. 
The  Indian,  who  ffrff  made  the  Spaniards  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  animal,  was  for  his  pains,  it  is 
laid,  put  to  death  by  his  countrymen.  This  ani¬ 
mal  is  a  kind  of  diminutive  camel ;  -  he  has  nothing 
amifs  about  him  but  his  Saliva,  which  gives  the  itch, 
and  which  he  caffs  upon  his  purfuers.  The  Guanacoes 
are  never  Seen,  but  in  flocks,  uniefs,  perhaps,  in  de¬ 
fart 
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fart  places.  When  they  graze  thus  together,  onS 
of  them  always  Hands  (entry  upon  an  eminence,  to 
alarm  the  reft,  by  a  kind  of  neighing,  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  hunters  ;  when  they  all  fly  to  places 
furroun-ded  by  precipices  ,  the  females  with  their 
young  ones  marc  hing  before  them.  'I  he  flefh  of  the 
Guanaco  is  whiter  and  though  a  little  dry,-  tole¬ 
rably  well  tailed. 

The  other  animals  found  in  Chaco  are  the 


Zorillo ,  which  does  not  appear  to  differ  from  the 
(linking  be  aft  of  Canada ,  the  C apt  vara ,  an  am¬ 
phibious  creature  ftiaped  like  a  hog,  the  Indians 
are  very  fond  of  its  fldh,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Otter ,  which  is  very  common  in  this  country,  and 
has  a  very  fine  fur  *  the  Iguana,  which  reiembles 
greatly  that  of  Hifpaniola  ;  the  Quinquinchon ,  which 
is  ftiaped  like  a  hog,  and  with  his  paws  and  his 
fnout  digs  himfelf  a  hole  in  the  earth  of  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  feet  diameter,  in  which  he 
hides  himfelf.  On  his  back,  he  carries  a  very  hard 
ftiell  by  way  of  houfe,  into  which  he  occafionally 
folds  himfelf  ;  and  his  belly  is  armed  wkh  icales,- 
from  which  there  grows  very  long  and  very  thick 
hair.  It  is  faid,  that  the  Quinquinchon  fome- 
times  lies  down  upon  his  back  to  receive  the  rain 
water,  and  remains  in  this  pollute  a  whole  day, 
till  feme  thirfty  deer  comes  to  drink  out  of  his 
ftiell;  when  he  immediately  feizes  her  by  the  lips,- 
and  fa  keeps  her  iri  fpite  of  all  her  endeavours, 
till  floe  is  (lifted  ;  when  he  feeds  upon  her.  Some 
Englifhmen  preferred  his  britannic  majtfty  with 
two  of  thefe  animals,  alive,  in  the  year  1728. 
The  flefti.  of  the  Quinquinchon  has  a  pretty  dis¬ 
agreeable  (cent. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  this  animal,  called 
in  Paraguay  ' Baton ,  and  in  Tucuman  Mulica ,  or 
Bulk  a,  which  is,  they  tell  us,  when  folded  up 
within  his  ftiell,  as  round  as  a  ball,  with  all  the 

feales 


d  F  PARAGUAY.  i91 

fcales  fo  curioufiy  united,  that  not  a  fingle  Team 
tan  be  difcerned  between  them.  The  Tatou  has 
no  hair.  His  flefh  differs  in  nothing  from  that  of 
a  fucking  pig.  There  are,  likewife,  fome  of  thefe 
creatures  in  Brazil,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada. 
In  fine,  there  is,  in  the  vallies  leading  to  Chaco,  a 
fpecies  of  (keep,  called  Liamaez ,  which  one  would 
take  for  little  camels,  had  they  any  lump  on  their 
backs.  The  Indians  make  ufe  of  them  to  carry 
burthens,  though  their  march  is  fo  flow,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  make  them  travel  more  than  three 
leagues  a  day ;  and,  if  once  they  lie  down  with 
wearinefs,  they  permit  the'mfelves  to  be  killed 
rather  than  get  up  again  with  their  burthen. 

Some  authors  have  affirmed,  that  Chaco  does 
not  produce  any  venomous  animals.  Yet  it  is 
certain,  that  feveral  have  been  found  there  ;  but  * 
then  antidotes  are  ftiil  more  common.  The  moffc 
fovereign  are  viper’s  herb  ^  and  the  contrayerva, 
both  male  and  female.  Father  Locano  imagines, 
that  the  viper’s  herb  is  the  Trijfago  of  Diofcorides. 
The  other  antidotes  are  the  Colmillo  de  Vibora ,  or  the 
Solimon  delaTiojfa  *,  tobacco  leaves  •,  the  ftalk  and  ear 
of  Maiz  ;  the  (hank  bone  of  a  cow,  broiled  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  wound,  from  which  it  falls  of  itfelf, 
when  it  has  imbibed  all  the  venom.  The  efficacy 
of  this  bone  is  greatly  encreafed  by  bathing  it  in 
milk  and  wine.  ,  ' 

It  would  be  very  furprizing,  if,  in  fo  fine  a 
country,  there  were  no  bees.  The  forefls  are  all 
lo  full  of  them,  that,  in  feveral,  there  is  fcarce 
a  fingle  tree  without  a  colony  of  thefe  precious 
inlecls ;  fo  that,  though  the  wafps  carry  on  a 
conftant  and  cruel  war  againft  them,  this  pro¬ 
vince  alone  could  fupply  great  part  of  America 
with  wax  and  honey,  of  a  fuperior  kind  to 
thole  of  any  other  country  we  know  of.  Authors  fay 
nothing  of  the  birds  of  Chaco,  which,  probably, 
Vol.  I,  O  .  are 
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are  the  fame  with  thofe  in  the  adjacent  provinces 
The  ftlence  of  hiftoriaris,  in  regard  to  their  notes* 
leaves  room  to  believe,  that  here,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  part  of  the  new  World,  this  tribe  of  the 
animal  creation  does  hot  charm  the  ears  with  its 
mufic,  as  much  as  it  does  the  eyes  by  the  vivacity 
and  variety  of  its  plumage. 

To  judge  by  the  number  of  the  nations  in 
Chaco,  of  which  father  Locano  gives  us  a  lift, 
one  would  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  there  is  not  a 
better  inhabited  country  in  the  whole  world.  It 
is,  indeed,  more  fo,  than  any  of  thofe  which  fur- 
round  it,  though  very  far  from  being  as  much  fo,. 
as  it  ought  to  be,  confidering  the  fertility  of  its 
foil  and  the  mildnefs  of  its  climate  ;  for,  taking; 
the  nations  inhabiting  it  one  with  another,  there  is 
not  one  of  them  numerous  enough  to  form  above 
three  or  four  middling  towns.  This,,  after  all,  is 
not  fc  furprizing,  as,,  at  fir  ft  ftght,  it  may  appear 
to  be.  Experience  fofficiently  demon ferates,  that 
the  countries  moft  favoured  by  nature  are  not  al¬ 
ways  thofe,  in  which  the  human  fpecies  multiplies 
fafteft.  The  reafon  of  this  fmgularity  is,  no  doubt, 
that  the  facility  of  living,  in  fuch  countries,  with 
very  little  or  no  labour,  renders  men  more  idle 
and  improvident;  and  more  lawlefs ;  and,  of 
courfe,  more  vicious,  than  they  otherwife  would 
be  ;  whence  it  happens,  that  impatient  of  reftraint, 
and  giving  way  to  their  paflions  in  every  thing, 
they  become  wild  and  barbarous ;  keep  up  no 
fociety  with  each  other ;  and  fall  into  greater  ex- 
cefies,  of  drunkennefs  efpecially,  from  whence  pro¬ 
ceed  quarrels  and  wars,  by  which  more  men 
perifh,  than  can  poftibly  be  born.  And,  accord¬ 
ingly,  fuch  nations  dwindle  away  in  the  moft  fen- 
fibie  manner. 

Besides,  a  tradition  of  no  very  ancient  date  i ru 
|his  part  of  South  America  informs  us,  that  the 
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epidemical  diftempers  occafioned  by  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  air  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  in 
Tucuman  efpedally,-  having  driven,  from  time  to 
time,  abundance  of  their  inhabitants  into  this  pro^ 
Vince,  they  brought  with  them  contagions,  with 
which  the  country,  might  otherwife,  never  have 
been  vifited.  For  as  to  the  Peruvians,  whom  the 
tyranny  of  their  fpanifh  mailers  drove  into  Chaco* 
in-  greater  numbers  than  into  any  other  of  the 
neighbouring  countries  ;  the  tranfmigration  of  them 
could  not  but  be  attended  with  the  lofs  of  a 
multitude  of  people  Befides,  the  wandering  life, 
which  thefe  fugitives  mull  have  led  for  a  long 
time  before  they  fettled,  was  by  no  means  favour¬ 
able  to  their  multiplication. 

Nothing  proves  better  the  flrange  medley  of 
nations  in  Chaco,  than  the  difference  in  their 
manners  and  cufloms.  It  is  true  they  refemble 
each  other  in  a  great  many  things,  but  this  re- 
femblance  is  the  neceffary  confequence  of  fuch 
connexions,  as  they  cannot  avoid  having  with  $ach 
other;  efpetially  in  defence  of  their  liberty  againil 
the  Spaniards,  who  furrourid  them  on  all  iides, 
and  whom  the  beauty  of  this  country,  and  the 
defire  of  freeing  themfelves  from  fuch  trouble- 
fome  neighbours,  have  engaged  in  the  grcatefl  and 
moil  conilant  efforts  to  ftibdue  them.  Though  1 
did  not  propofe  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
what  particularly  diflinguifhes  them  from  one  an¬ 
other,  but  as  occafion  offeree!,  I  cannot  prevail  on 
tnyfelf  to  go  any  further,  without  relating  what 
father  Locano  tells  of  two  of  thefe  nations  ;  it 
being  fo  lingular,  that  I  fhould  not  dare  to  men- 
tion  it  on  any  other  teflimony  but  that  of  this 
miffionary,  who,  though  he  owns  he  had  never  feen . 
them  himfelf,  adds,  that  he  has  all  the  proofs  that 
can  be  reafonably  expeXed  of  their  exigence. 

O  2  *  Ths 
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The  firft  of  thefe  nations  is  the  Coitus  or  Collage Sj 
and,  in  the  Quitchoarie  language,  Suripch  a  quinsy 
which  fignifies  oftrich-feet.  They  have  been  call¬ 
ed  thus,  becaufe  their  legs  have  no  calf,  and  their 
feet,  all  to  the  heels,  refemble  thefe  of  the  oftrich. 
They  are  of  an  almoft  gigantic  ftature ;  fo  fwift 
footed,  that  no  *  horfe  can  keep  up  with  them  ; 
and  fo  very  warlike,  that,  without  any  arms  but 
lances,  they  have  almoft  extirpated  a  nation  called 
the  Polomas ,  that  was  formerly  very  numerous.  The 
fecond  of  thefe  nations  have  nothing  monftrous 
but  their  ftatue,  which  is  ftill  higher  than  that  of 
the  Colluges.  What  father  Locano  fays  of  them 
is  extracted  from  two  letters  of  father  Gafpard 
Olbrio,  who  preached  the  gofpel  to  thefe  Indians, 
and  whofe  glorious  martyrdom  we  fhall  relate 
hereafter;  one  to  father  Francis  Truxillo,  his  pro¬ 
vincial  ;  the  other  to  father  Mutio  Yetellefchi,  his 
general. 

Father  Oforio  does  not  name  them,  but  juft 
fays,  that  he  met  them  on  the  little  river  of  Tarija, 
pretty  near  the  fpot,  where  ftood  the  town  of 
Guadalcazar,  which  1  have  already  mentioned. 
After  faying,  that,  with  his  hand  raifed  to  its  ut- 
moft  ftretch,  he  could  not  reach  the  heads  of  thefe 
Indians ;  he  adds,  that  what  furprized  him  ftill 
more  was  the  delicacy  and  luxuriancy  of  their 
language,  the  noblenefs  of  their  fentiments,  the 
politenefs  of  their  manners,  the  fprightlinefs  of  their 
genius,  the  penetration  of  their  underftanding,  the 
modefty  of  their  behaviour,  the  prudence  of  their 
condud,  and  their  great  bravery. 

In  general,  the  inhabitants  of  Chaco  are  all  of 

an  advantageous  ftature ;  and  there  have  been 
« — ' 

found  men  among  them  above  feven  feet  high. 
Their  featuers  differ  greatly  from  ours ;  and  the 
colours,  with  which  they  paint  themiclves,  give 

them 
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them  an  afpedt,  with  which  Grangers  cannot,  at  firfl 
light,  help  being  terrified  a  little.  And,  accord¬ 
ingly,  they  pretend  by  this  means  to  ftrike  a  terror 
into  their  enemies.  A  Spanifh  captain,  who  had 
ferved  with  reputation  in  Europe,  having  been 
commanded  againd  fome  Indians  of  Chaco,  that 
lived  pretty  near  Santafe,  was  fo  thunder-ftruck 
with  their  appearance,  that  he  fainted  away. 
Mod  of  the  men  go  quite  naked,  all  to  a  parcel  of 
feathers,  of  different  colours*,  hanging  to  a  firing 
about  their  wafte.  But,  at  their  publick  folemnities, 
they  wear  caps  made  of  the  fame  feathers.  In 
very  cold  weather,  they  wrap  themfelv.es  up  in  a 
kind  of  cap  and  cloak  made  of  fkins  pretty  well 
dreffed,  and  adorned  with  painted  figures.  Among 
fome  nations,  the  women  are  not  better  covered 
than  the  men.  ^ 

The  bad  qualities  common  to  all  there  people 
are  ferocity,  inconfiancy,  perfidy,  and  drunken- 
nefs.  They  are  all  fp rightly,  though  very  dull  of 
apprehenfion  in  every  thing  that  does  not  fall  im¬ 
mediately  under  the  fenfes.  There  is,  properly 
fpeaking,  no  form  of  government  among  them  ; 
every  town, indeed, has  itsCacique-,  but  thefe  chiefs 
have  no  authority,  but  in  proportion  to  the  efteem 
they  have  acquired.  Several  do  nothing  but  rove 
from  place  to  place  with  their  furniture,  which 
con  fids  of  nothing  but  a  mat,  a  hammock,  and  a 
calebafh.  The  cabins  of  t.hofe,  who  live  in 
towns,  are,  among  feveral  nations,  no  better  than 
wretched  hovels  made  with  branches  of  trees,  and 
covered  with  draw  or  rather  grafs.  Thole,  who 
live  neared  to  Tucuman  are,  it  feems,  better 
lodged  and  better  clothed. 

Their  favourite  liquor  is  the  Chic  a ,  of  which 
I  have  already  made  mention.  They  affemble  to 
drink  it,  and  to  dance  and  fing  *,  and  in  thefe  ex- 
^rcifcs'they  pcrfid,  till  they  are  all  drunk.  They 

O  3  then 
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quarrel  •,  and  from  words  foon  proceed  to 
blows,  fo  that  their  merry  makings  feldom  termif 
nate  without  blood-fhed,  if  notin  the  death  of  feme 
of  the  guefts.,  Several  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
fufion  to  be  revenged  of  their  enemies.  Thefe 
exceffes  are  drlrhoft  peculiar  to  the  men.  The  wo¬ 
men,  generally,  withdraw,  the  moment  they  per¬ 
ceive  the  liquor  begins  to  get  the  better  of  the 
men,  and  carry  off  with  them  all  the  arms 
they  can  lay  their  hands  upon.  A  fmall  matter  is 
fufficient  to  breed  a  war  between  thefe  nations  5, 
but  their  unconquerable  inveteracy  againft  the 
Spaniards  eafily  unites  them  again,  on  the  firft 
alarm  from  that  quarter. 

Almost  all  thefe  Indians  are  antropophagous,  or 
men-eaters  ;  have  no  other  oepupation  but  war 
and  pillage,  which  they  exercife  with  fuch  craft 
and  obftinacy,  that  they  have  rendered  themfelve^ 
formidable  to  their  neighbours,  particularly  the 
Spaniards,  who  don’t  chufe  to  engage  them,  even 
when  furprized,  with  equal  arms  ,  their  courage, 
in  that  cafe,  changing  to  fury.  Nay,  many  of 
their  women  have  been  known,  on  fuch  occafions, 
to  fell  their  lives  at  a  very  dear  rate,  rather  than 
furrender  to  the  belt  armed  foldiers.  When  once 
they  have  refolved  to  plunder  a  country  feat,  or 
village,  there  is  no  art  they  don’t  practice  to  lull 
the  inhabitants  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  or  get  out  of 
their  way  when  they  have  fcruck  their  blow.  They 
will  watch,  for  whole  years,  the  opportunity  of  fur- 
prizing  them  without  running  any  rifle.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  haVe  always  fpies  abroad  who  never 
march  but  by  night  ;  when  they  make  nothing  of 
crawling  along,  if  requifite,  on  their  elbows,  which, 
for  this  reafon,  are  always  covered  with  a  callus. 
Some  Spaniards  have  been  weak  enough  to  think, 
that  thefe  fpies,  by  feme  magic  power,  affumed  the 

forms 
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forms  of  domeftic  animals,  in  order  to  examirtt^ 
what  was  doing  in  their  houfes.  A* 

Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows*  the  mancaria  •, 
and  a  kind  of  a  well  wrought  lance  prjavelin,  made 
of  a  very  hard  and  very  heavy  wood,  pretty  thick, 
fifteen  palms  long,  and  terminating  in  a  deer’s  horn, 
with  a  beard  to  it.  This  weapon  they  ufe  with 
jgreatrftrengtH  and  dexterity  ;  and  by  means  of  a 
rope  to  which  it  is  f aliened,  draw  in  the  man  jt 
has  wounded,  unlefs  he  has  refolution  enough  to 
puli  it  out.  They  generally  faw  the  necks  of 
their  prisoners  with  the  jaw  bone  of  a  fifh ;  and 
then  pull  off  his  fcalp,  which  they  preferve  as  a 
monument  of  their  viclory,  and  dilplay  in  all  their 
entertainments. 

They  are  fuch  bold  and  able  horfemen,  that  the 
Spaniards  will  repent,  but  once,  their  having  fo 
well  flocked  with  horfes  all  thefe  parts  of  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Swift  as  thefe  animals  are,  the  Indians  of 
Chaco  flop  them  in  full  fpeed  •,  and  vault  upon 
them,  no  matter  whether  Tideways  or  from  behind, 
without  any  ahiflance  but  that  of  their  javelins, 
upon  which  they  fpring.  They  then,  without 
ftirrups  or  bridles,  without  any  thing,  in  fhort,  but 
a  halter,  not  only  keep  their  feat,  but  turn  the 
proud  animal  which  v/ay  they  pleafe,  and  make 
him  fly  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  to  leave  behind  them  the 
bell  mounted  Spaniards,  As  moil  of  them  go 
always  naked.,  their  fkin  is  very  hard.  Father 
Locano  aflfures  us,  he  has  feen  the  head  of  a  Mo^ 
-covi,  the  Ikin  of  which  was  half  an  inch  thick... 

The  women  of  Chaco  prick  their  faces  breafts- 
and  arms,  like  the  Moorifh  women  of  Africa  and 
Spain  ;  they  are  very  robull  ;  bring  forth  with 
great  eafe  *,  and,  as  foon  as  delivered,  bathe  them- 
felves  and  their  children  in  the  next  lake  or  river. 
Xhey  are  treated  by  their  hufbajids  with  great  fe- 

Q  4  Verity, 
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verity,  becaufe,  perhaps,  they  are  very  much  ad¬ 
dicted  to  jealoufy,  and  have  no  manner  of  tender^ 
nefs  for  their  children.  They  bury  their  dead  on 
the  very  fpot  where  they  expire ;  and  plant  a 
javelin  over  the  grave,  •  fattening  to  it  the  flcull  of 
an  enemy,  efpecially  of  a  Spaniard,  if  they  can 
get  one.  They  then  remove  from  the  place  ;  and 
even  avoid  palling  by  it,  till  the  deceafed  is  totally 
forgotten. 

The  greatefl  obftacles  the  Spaniards  have  met 
with  in  reducing  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  and  the 
miffionaries  in  converting  them,  have  been  thrown 
in  their  way  by  the  Chiriguones ,  a  nation  Scattered 
over  feveral  diftri&s  of  the  provinces  of  Santa 
Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  las  Chare  as,  and  Chaco  and 
the  moil  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Spaniards  in 
this  part  of  the  world*  For,  though  they  have 
lately  had  allies  among  them,  who  proved  very 
ferviceable,  they  can  never  depend  upon  their  al¬ 
ii  fiance,  but  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to  com¬ 
mand  it ;  and  this  is  no  eafy  talk.  There  is  nott 
in  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  America,  a  prouder, 
more  treacherous,  inconfcant,  flinty, hearted  nation, 
than  the  Chiriguones  ^  which,  joined  to  their  well 
founded  apprehenflons  of  becoming  flaves  to  the 
Spaniards  by  fubmitting  to  the  goip'el,  would  be 
fufficient  to  make  the  miffionaries  lofe  all  hopes  of 
ever  reclaiming  them,  if  they  could  think  it  law¬ 
ful  ever  to  clefpair  of  God’s  mercy. 

By  following;  the  courfe  of  the  red  river,  and 
turning  towards  the  eaft,  we  meet  with  feveral 
nations,  who  are  tolerably  peaceable,  and  attack  no¬ 
body,  though  they  all  immediately  unite  for  their 
common  defence,  as  foon  as  any  one  of  them  is 
attacked.  According  to  fomc,  thefe  nations  re¬ 
ceived  baptifm  foen  after  the  arrival  of  the  firft 
Spaniards  in  this  country  ;  and  then,  on  being  per¬ 
secuted  by  them,  removed  to  a  greater  diftance. 
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They  till  the  ground,  and  rear  cattle;  and 
there  even  prevail  -among  them  fome  of  the 
practices  of  chriftianity,  efpecially  that  of  prayer 
for  which  their  Caciques  afiemble  them  from  time 
to  time;  In  1710,  Don  Eftevan  de  Urizar  con¬ 
cluded  a  treaty  with  them  ;  and  they  preferve  the 
original  draft  of  it  to  this  day,  as  the  palladium 
of  their  liberty  again!!  the  Spaniards.  One  of  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty  was,  that  miffionaries- 
fhould  be  fent  to  them  but  it  has  not  been  as  yet 
poffible  to  comply  with  it. 

Don  Andreas  Hurtado  de  Mendoza,  marquis 
of  Cannette,  and  viceroy  of  Peru,  was  the  firft 
to  attempt  the  reduction  of  Chaco.  In  1556,  he 
fent  there,  .  for  this  purpofe,  captain  Andreas 
Manfo,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  who 
had  ferved  with  honour  in  the  Peruvian  wars. 
This  officer  advanced,  without  meeting  any  re¬ 
finance,  as  far  as  the  extenlive  plains  between  the 
Pilco  Mayo  and  the  red  river ;  and  had  even  began 
to  build  a  town.  But,  one  night,  v/hen,  being  no 
longer  under  any  apprehenfions  from  the  natives, 
he  and  his  men  were  buried  in  lleep  without  any 
centinels  to  guard  the  avenues  to  their  camp,  a, 
party  of  the  Chiriguones  rufhed  into  it,  and  mur¬ 
dered  every  foul  of  them.  Thefe  plains  have  ever 
fince  been  called  the  plains  of  Manfo. 

The  town  of  Santafe,  the  foundation  of  which 
I  have  already  related,  was  originally  confidered 
as  a  town  of  Chaco,  becaufe  it  Hood  on  the  welt 
banks  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  which  feveral  extend 
this  province ;  but,  having  been  removed  fince, 
it  is  now  at  too  great  a  diltance  from  the  bounds 
which  father  I  ocano  gives  Chaco  at  that  fide. 
Another  town  was  built  in  Chaco,  under  the  name 
of  the  Conception ,  on  the  banks  of  the  red  river, 
or  rather  a  marfh  formed  by  this  river,  thirty 
leagues  above  its  fall  into  Rio  de  la  Plata;  but 
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this  town  could  fcarce ’maintairjJtfelf  in  its  primi¬ 
tive  mediocrity,  for  the  fpace  of  fixty  years  ;  and 
even  the  ruins  of  it  are  now  no  logger  difcernible. 
There  can  be  no  flronger  proof  o f  the  Weakiiefs 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Paraguay,  than  their  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  able  to  keep  up  this  ellabliffiment,  which 
formed  fo  fine  a  key  into  the  heart  of  Chaco,  In 
fhorp  it  is  with  .difficulty  they  now  point  out  the 
fpotj  where  flood  the  town  of  Gu  ad  alcazar  that  I 
have  already  mentioned,  and  which,  like  wife, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  abandon. 

Father  Locano  tells  us,  that,  while  Don  Mar¬ 
tin  de  Ledefma  was  building  this  town,  he  could 
never  penetrate  as  far  as  the  Chic  as  Or  ej  ones ,  or  the 
Churumacas ,  who  lived  to  the  weft,  in  the  valleys 
at  the  foot  of  the  Cordilliere,  though  he  could 
plainly  diicover  the  fmoke  of  their  villages,  which 
could  not,  therefore,  be  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  from  his  camp ;  the  guide,  he  had  often 
employed  to  conduct  a  ftrong  party  there,  having 
conftantly  led  them  aftray ;  that  having,  one  day, 
convicted,  him  of  his  treachery,  and  bitterly  re¬ 
proached  him  with  it,  the  fellow  anfwered,  that  it 
was  a-s  much  as  his  life  was  worth  to  knew  the 
Spaniards  the  way  to  thefe  villages :  C6  But  how 
comes  it,  faid  Don  Martin,  that  thefe  people  are 
fo  averfe  to  our  paying  them  a  vifit  ?  for  fear,  anf¬ 
wered  the  guide,  that,  if  you  once  knew  the  road 
tbnherri,  you  fnouid  put  them  all  to  death  as  your 
p  re  decoders  did  the  Inca,  in  order  to  feize  on  his 
mines  and  his  empire,”  The  Ipy  added,  that  the 
Chicas  Orejones  were  thefe,  whom  the  Incas  em¬ 


ployed  to  work  their  mines,  and  fecure  the  Cor- 
dilliere;  and  that,  having  heard  the  tragical  end  of 
the  laft  Inca,  they  immediately  took  refuge  among 
the  Churumacas,  who  gave  them  a  very  favourably 
reception.  Father  Locano,  likewife,  informs  us, 
that  the  fame  Chicas  Gtejones  were  defeended 

^  “  v  frony 
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from  the  noble  Orejpnes  of  Peru,  whom  the  Incas 
made  ufe  of  to  extend  their  conqyeds, 

But  let  the  Spaniards  yfe  what  endeavours  the/ 
will  to  reduce  Chaco,  they  never  will  be  able 
to  effect  it,  till  the  inhabitants  hjave  fubmitted  to 
the  gofpel;  a  thing  impoffible,  as  long  as  they 
abufe  a  favour  granted  them  by  their  catholic  mat 
jellies  ^  and  which  it  is  hardly  to  be  expedtcd  they 
Tnould  ever  ceafe  to  abufe,  fince  all  the  power  of 
thefe  princes  has  nop  as  yet  been  able  to  effedt  it, 
though  it  has  occafioned  the  death  or  defertion  of 
a  great  many  new  chridians,  and  formed  an  in-, 
vincible  obftacle  to  the  converhon  of  an  infinite 
'  number  of  infidels.  It  is,  therefore,  neceffary  I 
fliould  explain  the  nature  of  this  favour,  before 
I  reaffume  the  thread  of  my  narration. 

The  Spaniards,  it  feems,  had  parcelled  out  aU 
the  Indians,  whom  they  had  reduced  by  force  or  by 
fair  means,  into  Departments  or  Commandes,  Thefe 
commandes  were  granted  to  private  perfons  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  more  or  lefs,  according 
to  the  rank  or  feryices  of  fuch  perfons.  Thi3 
term,  expired,  they  devolved  to  the  crown  ;  and 
the  governor  of  the  province,  in  virtue  of  a  power 
received  for  that  purpofe  from  the  fovereign, 
either  employed  fuch  devolved  Indians,  when  re- 
quifite,  in  the  public  works,  or  made  them  oyer 
to  other  private  perfons,  fo  that  every  adventurer 
partook  in  his  turn  of  their  fervice.  This  lervicc 
confided  in  their  working  for  him  for  nothing, 
two  months  in  the  year,  and  paying  him,  out  of 
what  they  could  earn  during  the  other  ten  months, 
a  tribute  of  five  pieces  of  eight,  from  which  thofe 
under  eighteen,  and  above  forty,  were  exempted. 
The  . fifth  of  this  tribute  was  to  be  paid  the  parifh 
pried  for  his  falary.  In  return  for  this  fervice, 
thofe  who  enjoyed  it,  called,  in  the  fpanifh, .  En- 
{cmendercs^  were  to  provide  their  Indians  with 

every 
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every  thing  they  wanted  ;  to  fee  that  they  were 
inftru&ed  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
chriftian  religion  ;  to  uie  them  well  and  treat  them 
like  children  ;  for,  in  many  refpeds,  thefe  Indians 
continue  children  during  their  whole  lives. 

But,  as  Charles  V.  forefaw,  that  thefe  regula¬ 
tions,  alone,  would  never  befufficient  to  protedh  the 
Indians  againft  the  exactions  of  their  encomen- 
deros,  he  ordered  that  officers  fhould  be  named  to 
receive  their  complaints,  and  do  them  jufhce  ; 
with  power  to  deprive  of  their  departments  thofe, 
who  fhould  be  convicled  of  having  made  an  ill 
ufe  of  them.  But  the  wifeft  precautions,  and  the 
fevered:  laws,  are  a  very  weak  barrier  againft  ava¬ 
rice;  efpecially  where  the  abfence  of  the  fovereign, 
and  the  facility  of  gaining  over  thofe  he  has 
charged  with  the  execution  of  his  orders,  afford 
any  hopes  of  impunity  ;  a  truth  rendered  but 
too  evident  by  the  fate  of  thefe  commandes ;  f6r 
no  laws  could  be  more  wifely  deviled  or  worfc  ex¬ 
ecuted,  than  thofe  made  to  regulate  them. 

Yet,  all  might  have  found  their  advantage  in 
complying  with  thefe  laws.  The  Indians  might 
have  been  civilized,  and  contracted  an  affection  to 
m afters  who  treated  them  as  children  ;  the  king 
might  have  gained  loyal  fubjefts  ;  and  the  en- 
comenderos  ufeful  fervants ;  as  will  hereafter  ap¬ 
pear  evident  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction. 
The  church,  too,  might  have  acquired  docile  chil¬ 
dren.  3  may  even  affirm,  without  indulging  con¬ 
jecture  too  much,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
part  of  America  would  be  at  this  day  chriftians, 
if  thofe  in  place  had  concurred  with  the  miffii- 
onaries,  in  endeavouring  to  make  them  relifh  the 
maxims  of  the  gofpel.  Whereas,  confidering  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  treated,  it  is  no  way 
furpriziog,  that  the  greateft  number  of  thofe  who 
embraced  the  chriftian  religion  ftiould  have  after- 
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•Wards  renounced  it,  as  their  encomenderos  or  their 
fubilitutes  fcarce  ever  gave  them  time  to  learn,  or 
opportunity  to  obferve,  its  precepts  ;  and  were  ftill 
more  backward  in  giving  them  that  good  example, 
and  treating  them  with  that  lenity,  which  was  ne~ 
cefTary  to  confirm  what  the  million aries  faid  to 
them  of  the  mildnefs  and  holinefs  of  the  gofpeL 
It  is,  therefore,  no  way  ilrange,  that  as  many  of 
them,  as  poffibly  could,  have  fhaken  off  the  yoke* 
and  are  fince  become  the  moil  dangerous  enemies  of 
their  wicked  and  foolifii  talk-m afters. 

It  is,  likewife,  certain,  that  in  confequence  of 
•  the  fervices  exabled  from  thefe  (laves,  for  they  are 
very  feldom  treated  otherwife,  their  mailers  have 
contracted  fuch  a  habit  of  lazinefs,  that,  as  often 
as  thefe  ooor  creatures  fink  under  the  weight  of 
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fatigue  and  ill  ufage,  or  defert  to  avoid  it,  they 
fall  into  a  (late  of  indigence,  which  they  know  not 
either  to  bear  or  to  mend.  The  daily  examples 
of  this  misfortune  are  fo  far  from  making  any  im- 
prefiion  upon  the  Spaniards,  that  the  abufe  of 
the  departments  has  been  conftantly  on  the  en- 
creafe,  and  is  at  lail  become  fo  obftinate,  that  the 
moil  precife  and  reiterated  orders  of  the  kings  of 
Spain  have  not  been  able  to  put  a  ftop  to  it. 
Nay,  difobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  fovereign 
has  been  conftrued  into  a  prefcription ;  and  it 
will  plainly  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory, 
that  all  the  perfections  excited  againil  the  Jefilits 
of  Paraguay  ;  all  the  calumnies  propagated  againil 
them  •  and  all  the  prejudices  thefe  calumnies  have 
left  behind  them  in  the  minds  of  fo  many  perfons  ; 
are  intirely  owing  to  the  u'nfhaken  refolution  of 
thefe  fathers,  in  oppofmg  every  attempt  to  rob  the 
Indians  under  their  care,  of  the  total  exemption 
granted  them  by  the  kings  of  Spain,  from  all 
manner  of  perfonal  fervice  to  the  Spaniards. 
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Port  of  Buenos  Aytes  reeftablifhed.  Uefcription  of  it$ 
and  the  neighbourhood .  State  of  chriftianity  in  Pa 
raguay.  Jefuits  enter  it .  Their  labours  to  reclaim 

the  Spaniards  aud  civilize  and  convert  the  Indians 1 
Defcription  of  the  province  of  Guayra.  The  Je¬ 
fuits  preach  the  gofpel  there  with  great  fuccefs . 
T owns  built.  Jefuits  gain  eftablijhments  in  fever al 
places  j  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  Spaniards ,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  protedl  the  Indians  again  ft  them  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty. 


o  r . Ip  H  E  frequent  lofs  of  fhips  coming 

J5v0~  x*  from  Spain,  for  want  of  a  fure  port 
to  receive  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  having,  at  lalh,  made  the  Spaniards  the-* 
roughly  feniible  of  the  necefilty  of  having  one; 
and  the  rebeing  no  room  left  for  choice*  a  refolutiott 
was  taken  to  reeftablifh  that  of  Buenos  Ayres  on 
the  lame  fpot,  where  Mendoza  had,  at  firil,  placed 
it ;  but  under  the  name  of  the  Trinity ,  in  (lead  of  its 
original  one  of  our  lady  of  Buenos  Ayres  \  and  omit 
nothing  to  fecure  it  againil  any  future  attacks  of 
the  Indians  in  its  neighbourhood.  This  was  be¬ 
come  the  eafier  on  account  of  the  new  eftablifh- 
ments  formed  in  the  provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
and  Tuciiman,  capable  of  furnifhing  fuccours  to 
awe  thefe  barbarians.  However,  the  Spaniards  no 
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fooner  let  about  the  work,  than  the  Indians  pre¬ 
pared  to  attack  them  *,  but  the  adelantade, 
who  had  brought  along  with  him  fome  troops^ 
and  a  great  quantity  of  military  {lores,  lent  againit 
them  Juan  de  Garay f  who,  after  chafbfmg  them 
feverelv  in  feveral  rencounters,,  obliged  them  to  re- 
main  quiet.  The  city  was  rebuilt  on  the  fame  {pot 
where  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  at  flrft,  placed  it  5. 
but  its  fir  it  name,  of  our  la,dy\  was  changed  into  that 
of  the  trinity  of  Buenos  Ayres . 

This  city  remained,  for  a  long  time,  in  a  {late  of 
poverty  anfwerable  to  that  of  the  province^  of 
•  which  it  was  both  the  key  and  the  centre  of.  com¬ 
merce.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  is  fituated 
on  the  weftern  banks,  of  Rio  de  la  Plata;  about  two 
hundred  miles  from  cape  St.  Mary,  on  a  fome- 
what  elevate(^gpi%t  pf  land  that  runs  into  the  river 
in  a  North  diredion ;  and  in  thirty  five  degrees 
thirty  minutes  South  latitude,  according  to  the  lateit 
obfervations.  The  city  is  ieparated  by  a  rivulet 
from  the  fortrefs,  where  the  governor  refides.  It 
is  pretty  large  •,  and,  for  a  long  time,  confided  of 
different  quarters,  with  fields  and  orchards  between 
them,  though  the  houfes,  which  for  the  moil  part 
were  built  of  earth,  confided  of  but  one  dory  dif- 
pofed  round  an  oblong,  court  ;  and,  confequently 
took  up  the  more  room.  Many  of  them  received 
no  day  light,  but  by  their  doors.  The  red  had 
but  one  window..  But  a  lay  brother  jefuit,  called 
to  this  place  about  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  to  build 
the  church  of  the  college,  having  made  bricks,  and 
tiles,  and  lime,  in  ft  rubied  the  inhabitants  in  thefq 
ufeful  arts,  fo  that  all  the  houfes  built  fince  that 
time  are  of  ftoneor  brick  ;  and  fome  of  them  two 
dories  high. 

Two  other  lay  brother  jefuits,  one  a  good  archi¬ 
tect,  and  the  other  a  good  mafon,  and  both  from 
Italy,  after  finifhing  the  college  church,  built  that 
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the  fathers  of  Mercy,  and  the  francifcans,  ane! 
the  front  of  the  cathedral  *,  all  which,  it  is  pre-. 
tended,  might  make  a  figure  in'thebeft  cities  of  Spain. 
The  magiftrates  had,  likewife,  engaged  them 
to  build  a  town  houfe,  but,  having  fet  out  on  too 
magnificent  a  plan  for  their  funds,  they  found  them- 
felves  unable  to  accompliih  it.  The  city,  how¬ 
ever,  foon  began  to  wear  another  afpedl,  in  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  and  other  improvements;  fo  that 
it  is  no  wonder,  if  the  travellers,  who  have  vifited 
it  fmce  the  period  we  are  lpeaking  of,  give 
us  a  much  more  favourable  idea  of  it,  than  thofe 
who  palled  this  way  before  them. 

At  this  period,  the  inhabitants  were  computed 
at  fixteen  thoufand  fouls  ;  one  fourth  whites  ;  and 
the  reft  negroes,  Indians,  and  a  rnixt  breed.  It  is 
by  the  labour  of  thefe  negroes,  who  are  by  far  the 
greateft  number,  that  the  Spaniards  live  ;  for  the 
Spaniards,  here  think  it  beneath  them  to  exercife 
any  manual  employment.  Thofe  even.  Who  are  but 
juft  landed  from  Spain,  put  every  ftitch  they  have 
brought  with  them  upon  their  backs;  and  fet  up  for 
gentlemen,  above  leaving  in  any  menial  capacity. 
It  is  almoft  equally  difficult  to  get  any  good  from 
the  free  Indians,  who  pafs  and  repafs  through  this 
town,  the  adjacent  villages  and  country  feats  ;  and 
this  their  averfion  to  labour  is  owing  to  their  hav¬ 
ing  been  overburthened  with  it,  when  included  in 
the  commandes  and  fubjed:  to  perfonal  fervice. 
The  cathedral  is  the  parifh  church  of  the  white  in¬ 
habitants  ;  the  reft  have  one,  at  one  of  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  the  city. 

Buenos  Ayres,  in  cpnfequence  of  its  fituation 
and  its  wholfome  air,  enjoys  every  advantage  requi- 
fite  to  make  a  flouriftiing  city  *,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
fiouriffi  in  proportion  as  Paraguay,  which  has  r.6  o- 
fea  port,  becomes  populous  and  the  inhabitants  of  it 
laborious.  Winter  begins  here  in  the  month  of  June; 
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fpring,  in  the  month  of  September  *,  fummer,  in  De¬ 
cember  ;  and  autumn,  in  March  ;  and  thefe  four 
feafons  fucceed  each  other  very  regularly.  In  win¬ 
ter,  the  rains  are  heavy,  and  attended  with  fuch 
terrible  thunder  and  lightening,  that  there  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  accuftoming  one  felf  to  it.  The  heat  of 
the  fun  in  fummer  is  qualified,  by  gentle  breezes, 
which  rife  regularly  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  One  third  of  the  houfes  have  a 
profpebt  over  an  extenfive  country  clothed  with  a 
perpetual  verdure  ;  the  other  two  thirds  look  over 
the  river,  which,  to  the  North,  appears  like  a  great 
fea,  terminated  only  by  the  horizon.  Fifh  is  here  in 
great  abundance,  efpecially  that  which  the  Spani¬ 
ards  call  Pefche  Reyes ,  being  a  kind  of  Gurnard 
very  common  on  the  coaffs  of  Chili. 

The  fertility  of  the  lands  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Buenos  Ayres  is  equal  to  the  goodnefs  of  its  air, 
fo  that,  in  thefe  refpedts,  nature  has  done  every 
thing,  to  render  it  a  mod  delightful  place  to  live 
in.  The  country  about  it,  however,  has  a  naked 
look,  the  Spaniards  having  neglefled  to  plant  any 
trees  in  it.  But,  except  in  point  of  profpecd,  this 
deficiency  is  little  felt ;  as  all  the  iflands,  with 
which  the  river  is  enameled  at  this  place,  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  well  wooded.  The  only  fruit-  tree  found  in 
them  is  the  peach  tree  ;  which,  befides  producing 
excellent  fruit,  is  fo  common,  that  they  ufe  its 
branches  for  the  mod  common  purpofes.  The 
vine  has  not,  as  yet,  anfwered,  for  want  of  a  method 
to  deflroy  a  kind  of  ants,  which  fall  upon  it  the 
minute  it  begins  to  fhoct,  and  gnaw  it  to  the  very 
root. 

But  the  chief  want,  which  not  only  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  every  other  part  of  that  vaft  country 
generally  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Para¬ 
guay,  for  a  long  time  laboured  under,  was  that 
of  men  qualified  to  maintain  the  ancient  chrif- 
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tians  in  the  regular  exercife  of  their  religion,  a$  well 
as  to  draw  the  infidels  over  to  it,  We  have  feeii, 
that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  had  recommended  no- 
thing  more  earneflly  to  the  governors  he  lent  here,, 
than  that  they  ihould  take  with  them  fome  priefts 
Both  fecular  and  regular  •,  and  fupply  them  with, 
every  thing, that  could  facilitate  the  execution  of 
their  office.  Philip  II,  his  fon  and  fuccefibr  to  the 
throne  of  Spain,  took  the  fame  precautions  ;  and  the 
miffionaries,  the  firftof  whom  were  of  the  order  of 
St.  Francis,  omitted  nothing  to  fhew  themfelves*. 
worthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in  them  by  thefe 
two  great  princes..  But,  though  they  baptifed  a. 
great  number  of  Indians,  the  frequent  revolts  of 
thefe  people,  whom  the  Spaniards  did  not  always 
treat  with  fuffieient  mildnefs,  and  the  troubles, 
which  almofi:  conftantly  prevailed  amongft  the  Spa^ 
niards  themfelves,  for  tire  firfl  fixty  years  after 
their  arrival,  proved  a  great  obftacie  to  the  propa¬ 
gation  of  the  gofpeh 

Tucuman  was,  at  fir  ft,  much  happier  in  this  re- 
fpe<5l ;  for  the  Spaniards  had  fcarce  begun  to  fettle 
in  it,  when  Saint  Francis  Solano,  and  a  great  many 
other  miffionaries  of  his  order,  entered  it  on  the 
fide  of  Peru  *,  vifited  every  part  of  it ;  and  even, 
penetrated  very  far  into  Chaco  ;  fcattering 
every  where  the  feed  of  the  gofpel,  with  all  the- 
fuccefs  which  might  naturally  be  expected  frona 
men  headed  by  a  faint,  whole  zeal  knew  no  bounds ; 
and  whom  God  invefied  with  the  gift  of  miracles,  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  the  inhabitants  confidered  him 
as  fomething  more  than  a  mortal  being.  But,  as  he 
was  foon  called  back  to  Peru  by  his  fuperiors,  his 
million  turned  out  like  one  of  thofe  tranfitory 
clouds,  which  fertilize,  for  a  time,  the  dried:  fields 
upon  which  they  fall,  and  then  leave  them  to  re- 
lapfie  into  their  former  fterility.  Father  Lewis  de 
Bolanos,  one  of  Saint  Francis  Solano’s  diiciples, 
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fetid  who,-  likewife,  died  in  the  odour  of  fandlity, 
founded,  among,  the  Guaranis  of  Paraguay,  a  fer¬ 
vent  colony  of  chriftians,  which  he  go\  erned  for  a 
long  times  He  even  tranflated  into  their  language 
a  catechifm,  which  I  fhail  hereafter  have  fome  oc- 
cafion  to  mention  ;  but,  his  fuperiors  having  at 
Jail  thought  proper  to  recall  him  on  account  of  his 
great  age  and  infirmities,  the  little  flock  he  had 
.brought  together,  and  with  whom,*  it  is  probable* 
he  could  leave  no  pallor  of  his  own  order,  fell  af¬ 
terwards  into  the  hands  of  the  jefuits  ^  and,  has 
fmce  proved  the  germ,  as  it  were,  of  thefe  flourifh- 
ing  churches  of  the  Parana  and  the  Uraguay* 
whofe  happy  progfefs  we  fhail  foon  have  occafion  to 
eonflden  The  good  old  man  having  heard  of  this 
happy  event,  a  little  before  his  death*  it  made  him 
forget  the  great  affliclion  he  had  long  laboured  un¬ 
der  at  the  thoughts  of  having  been  obliged  to  aban* 
don  his  dear  children,  whom  he  had  engendered 
in  Jefus  Chrifl. 

Thus,  therefore,  the  chriftian  religion  was 
the  thing  in  thefe  provinces,  which  flood  mof! 
in  need  of  powerful  afhflance.  The  fecular  clergy 
were  too  few  for  the  Spaniards  alone,  with  whom 
they  were  entirely  taken  up.  The  regulars, 
fewer  in  themfelves,  were  flill  more  fo,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  fubjedled  Indians  committed  to  their 
care,  whom5  befides,  the  bad  example  and  cru¬ 
elty  of  their  encomenderoes  made  it  aimoft  impoffi- 
ble  to  infpire  with  any  relifh  for  the  great  truths  of 
the  gofpel.  In  fliort,  the  bifhops  of  Paraguay  and 
Tucuman  were  often  reduced  to  the  melancholy 
iieceflity  of  applying,  in  the  flrongefl  terms,  to  the 
kings  of  Spain,  and  their  council  of  the  Indies,  for 
fpiritual  labourers  to  afllfl  them  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  dutv. 

Tucuman,  efpecially,  flood  in  the  greatefl  need 
of  fuch  fuccours.  Many  towns  in  it  had  not  fo 
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much  as  a  Tingle  clergyman.  The  children  grew 
up  without  any  inftru&ion,  and  very  often  the 
lick  left  the  world  without  any  fpiritual  ailiflance. 
Don  Francis  Victoria,  of  the  order  of  Saint  Do¬ 
minic,  bifhop  of  this  diocefe,  which  he  governed 
for  twelve  years,  did  not  find,  on  his  arrival  in  it, 
a  Tingle  fecular  prieft,  and  Tcarce  any  regulars,  who 
could  make  the  Indians  underhand  them  To  that 
he  found  himfelf,  to  his  infinite  forrow,  obliged  to 
lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  converting  them.  The 
jefuits  now  began  to  be  known  in  America ;  they 
had  been,  even  upwards  of  thirty  years,  in  Brazil, 
which  father  Jofeph  Anchieta  had  filled  with  the 
odour  of  his  hollnefs,  and  the  fplendor  of  his  mi¬ 
racles.  They,  had,  likewife  fettled  in  Peru ;  and 
had  already  made  in  both  thefe  kingdoms  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  converfions  ;  fo  that  every  one 
published,  that  this  new  order,  whofe  founder  was 
born  at  the  time  Chriftopher  Columbus  began  to 
difcover  the  new  world,  had  received  from  heaven 
a  fpecial  miffion,  and  a  particular  grace,  to  eita- 
blifhin  it  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrifh 

This  confideration  having  determined  the  bifhop 
of  Tucuman  to  get,  coil  what  it  would,  as  many 
jefuits  as  poffible,  into  his  diocefe,  he  wrote,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  father  Anchieta,  and  Father 
John  Atienia,  both  provincials  of  their  company  ^ 
the  firil,  in  Brazil  *  and  the  fecond,  in  Peru  ;  conju¬ 
ring  them,  by  the  entrails  of  jefus  Chriil,  not  to  re- 
fufe  him  the  affiftance  he  fo  much  wanted.  Upon 
this,  father  Atienfa,  the  neareft  of  the  two,  and 
moft  at  hand  to  give  him  fpeedy  fuccours,  imme¬ 
diately  fent  orders  to  father  Francis  Angulo,  and 
father  Alphonfo  Barfena,  then  employed  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  las  Charcas,  to  repair  immediately  to  T u- 
cuman,  with  a  lay  brother,  called  John  Villegas^ 
who  was  to  ferve  them  in  quality  of  catechiil. 

These 
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'r  Thefe  fathers  fet  out,  the  minute  they  re- 
^  *  ceived  their  provincial's  letter ;  and  arrived, 

in  1586,  at  Salta,  where  a  fmgle  prieit  had  not  been 
fen  for  four  years  that  this  town  had  been  built. 
They  were,  therefore,  received  in  it  as  angels  de¬ 
fended  from  heaven.  The  inhabitants,  even  the 
moil  licentious,  had  not,  as  yet,  Hilled  the  remorfe 
of  their  conference,  whofe  cries  redoubled  at  the 
fight  of  thefe  apoftolic  men,  and  grew  {till  higher 
and  higher,  when  they  had  heard  them  fpeak.  They 
all  confefifed  their  fins  ^  and  then  repaired  to  the 
holy  myfteries,  the  privation  of  which  had  been 
the  principal  caufe  of  all  their  libertinifm.  The 
fathers  had  equal  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
Indians,  whofe  language  they  pretty  well  under- 
Hood,  fo  that  it  was  with  the  utmoil  regret  they 
law  thernfelves  obliged  to  leave  a  place,  where 
there  appeared  fo  fine  a  field  to  exercife  their  zeal, 
and  fo  great  a  profpeft  of  its  being  attended 
with  Jailing  fuccefs.  But  they  were,  it  feems,  im¬ 
patiently  expected  at  Santiago,  Haying  taken 
their  road  to  it,  by  Eileco,  fifty  leagues  at  this  fide 
of  it,  they  there  found  the  fame  call  for-  their  af* 
fiftance,  and  the  fame  difpofitions  to  benefit  by  it, 
as  well  in  the  Spaniards  as  in  the  Indians,  many  of 
whom  had  been  bap  tiled  by  Saint  Francis  Solano. 
However,  they  remained  in  Eileco,  but  a  month, 
having  received  a  letter  from  the  biiliop,  wdiich 
obliged  them  to  fet  out  direflly  for  Santiago. 

Don  Juan  Ramirez  de  Velasco,  governor  of 
Tucuman,  was  no  lefs  impatient  to  fee  them  than 
Don  Francis  Victoria.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he. 
had  notice  of  their  approach,  he  went  out,  on  horfe- 
back,  with  the  nobility  and  officers  of  the  garrifon, 
to  meet  them.  The  inhabitants  ftrewed  with  flowers, 
and  adorned  with  triumphal  arches,  the  ftreets 
through  which  they  were  to  pafs.  The  bifhop, 
y/ho  had  ordered  a  folemn  thanksgiving  for  their..< 
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happy  arrival,  embraced  them  tenderly,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes  and,  feeing  them  fall  proftrate  at  his  * 
feet,  to  implore  his  blefling,  took  them  up  con¬ 
ducted  them,  in  proeeflion,  to  the  cathedral  •,  com-* 
plimented  them  there  in  terms,  which  greatly  fhock-* 
ed  their  modefty  $  g&ve  out  the  Te  deimr  which  was 
fung  by  his  clergy  ;  and,  afterwards,  led  them 
to  his  own  houfe,  where  he  infilled  upon  lodging 
therm  If  apofiolic  men  fometimes  find  themfeives 
in  circumftances,  in  which  the  great  mailer  who 
fends  them  thinks  proper  they  fhould  be  received 
like  his  miniilers ;  he  ortener  gives  themoccafion  tq 
confider  themfeives  as  his  difciples  ^  fo  as  to  make 
them  remember  all  the  ignominies  of  his  paftion, 
which  fo  foon  fucceeded  his  triumphant  entry 
into  Jerusalem.  This  the  jefuits  who  firft  entered 
Paraguay  and  their  fucceffors  have  never  loft  fight 
qf ;  and  they  have  found  their  advantage  in  it. 

Santiago,  at  this  time,  contained  five  hundred 
families  ;  and  the  country  about  it,  which  is  very 
delightful,  befides  being  well  peopled  with  Indians, 
was  every  day  filling  with  new  Spanifh  fettlements. 
Yet,  the  bifliop  had  but  five  fecular,  and  a  few  re¬ 
gular,  priefts,  that  he  could  depend  upon  *,  fo  that 
fe  faw  himlelf  cpnfhintly  obliged  to  go  through 
the  mold  laborious  part  of  the  church  duty,  though 
he  often  funk  under  the  burden  of  it.  Here,  there¬ 
fore,  the  new  million aries  found  ample  matter  to 
employ  their  zeal.  Though  they  could  not  but.  con¬ 
fider  themfeives  as  more  particularly  fent  to  the 
Indians,  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  do  fomething, 
firft,  for  the  Spaniards ;  as,  befides  their  being  do- 
-medics  of  the  faith,  example  could  not  but 
greatly  haften  or  retard  the  progrefs  of  their  ope^ 
rations  among  the  Neophytes  and  the  Infidels. 
They  divided  their  whole  time  between  preaching, 
hearing  confefiions ;  vifiting  the  fick  •,  and  private 
conferences  j  borrowing  from  their  deep  what  was 
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requinte-  for  the  faying  of  their  breviary  and 
other  exercifes  of  devotion.  The  Spaniards  liffiened 
to  them  with  fuch  refpebt ;  and  applied  to  them  with 
fuch  confidence ;  that  the  place  foon  wore  a 
different  afp.edt  ;  the  ftreets  and  houfes  rebounding- 
both  day  and  night,  with  fpiritual  canticles.  The 
biffiop  contributed  fo  zealoufiy  to  the  fuccefs  of 
their,  labours,,  not  only  by  precept  but  example*- 
that  the  joy  with  which  his  heart  overflowed  could 
alone,  fupport  him  under  fo  many  fatigues. 

The  Indians  had  next  their  turn.  Father  An¬ 
gulo  was  perfect  mafter  of  the  Quitchoane  lan¬ 
guage,  current  among  them  •,  and  Father  Rarfena 
jiad  learned  that,  which  was  peculiar  to  them  •,  fo- 
that  both  were  in  a  condition  to  be  underftood  by 
them  all.  The  relpedfc  and  confidence,  of  which 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  the  fmcereft  demonftra- 
tions,  infpired  -the  natives  with  fuch  an  opinion  of 
them,  that  they  all  flocked  about  them  in  crowds, 
whofe  holy  importunities  the  miffionaries  themfelves 
were  furprized  at  their  being  able  to  anfwer.  After 
fame  time  fpent  in  this  manner,  father  Angulo 
thought  proper,  that  Father  Barfena  fhould  return 
to  Effeco,  with  a  fecular  prieft  named  to  the  parifh. 
of  that  place,  in  order  to  affift  him  •,  and,  like  wife,, 
begin  a  minion  among  the  Indians  of  its  diftridt, 
who  lived  in  fifty  hamlets,  at  a  confi  Jerable  diftance 
one  from  the  other,  and  fepar&ted  by  mountains 
and  marfhes,  which  rendered  the  communication 
between  them  very  difagreeable  .-and  difficult. 

An  apoftate  and  vagabond  monk  had  appeared* 
fame  time  before,  among  theffi  Indians  •,  and,  though 
he  t'i  1  not  know  a  (ingle  word  of  their  language* 
had  baptifed  a  great  number  of  them,  who  thus 
became  chriftians,  without  knowing  what  chriftian- 
ity  was  ;  and  profaned  the  holinefs  of  the  character 
they  had  received,  by  continuing  to  pradtife  their 
ancient  fuperflitihns,  and  follow  the  bent  of  their 
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brutal  appetites.  Thefe  the .  miffionary  thought 
beft  intitled  to  his  firft  labours  ;  and,  in  the  fpace 
of  nine  months  that  he  fpent  in  yifiung  their  ham¬ 
lets  with  brother  Villegas,  he  not  only  made  true 
chriftians  of  them,  but  added  to  their  number  be¬ 
tween  fix  and  (even  thoufand  well  inftrudted  and 
very  fervent  Neophytes.  Fie  flattered  himfelf  with 
being  able  to  extend  his  fpiritual  conquefts  {till 
further,  when  the  biihop  called  him  back  to  San¬ 
tiago,  in  order  to  fend  him,  with  Father  Angulo,  to 
Corduba,  where  they  met  with  fuch  fuccefs  a- 
mongit  the  Spaniards  of  the  town,  and  Indians  of 
the  neighbourhood,  as  furpafied  their  own  hopes 
and  thefe  of  the  prelate. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  reinforcement  of  Jefuits 
arrived  at  Corduba  from  Brazil.  It  confided  of 
the  Fathers,  Leonard  Armen  jo,  an  Italian ; 
Juan  Salerno,  of  Valencia  in  Spain  ;  Thomas  Filds, 
a  Scotchman  ♦,  Stephen  de  Grao,  a  Portuguefe  ;  and 
Emmanuel  de  Ortega,  another  Portuguefe  trained 
up  to  an  apolbolic  life  under  the  famous  Father 
Anchieta.  Father  Armenio,  the  fuperior  of  them, 
on  his  arrival  at  Corduba,  reprefen  ted  to  the  mif- 
fionanes  he  found  there  contrary  to  his  expectation, 
that,  as  Tucuman  could  be  more  eafily  fupplied 
with  miffionaries  from  Peru,  than  from  Brazil, 
where,  befides,  there  was  more  work,  than  Portu¬ 
gal  could  fupply  a  fufficient  number  of  labourers 
for ,  and,  as  this  mixture  of  Spanifh  and  Portu¬ 
guefe  millions  would  not,  perhaps,  be  approved  by 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lifbon,  though  thefe  two 
kingdoms  were  united  under  one  fovereign,  he 
was  refolved  to  return  to  Brazil,  but  without  ob¬ 
liging  any  body  to  follow  him  ;  and,  accordingly. 
Father  de  Grao  was  the  only  perfon,  who  did  not 
chufe  to  feparate  from  him.  Father  ^Ortega  re¬ 
mained  at  Corduba,  with  Father  Barfena ;  and  Far¬ 
ther  Angulo  took  Father  Salonio  and  Father  '  Filds 
with  him  to  Santiago, 
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QQ  When  Don  Jerom  Lewis  de  Cabrera 
founded  the  city  of  Corduba,  there  were 
no  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  Indians  in  the  diitriCt 
he  afligned  it  *3  but  this  number  foon  began  to 
ieifen.  The  Spaniards  behaved  with  fo  much  bar¬ 
barity  towards  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  whom 
fear  alone  had  brought  under  fubjeCtion  to  them, 
that  many  periflied  with  grief  and  fatigue  *  and 
many  more  deferted.  The  fnorteft  way  to 
retain  thofe  who  remained,  and  make  them  wifh 
to  be  initruCted  in  the  myfteries  of  the  chriitian  re¬ 
ligion,  was  by  gentlenefs.  and  by  prefents  j  fo  that 
the  poverty  of  the  two  miftionaries,  not  permitting 
them  to  ufe  the  latter,  they  wrere  obliged  to  em¬ 
ploy  an  extraordinary  degree  of  the  former. 

Several  infidels  had  been,  likewife,  baptifed 
in  this  country,  without  any  previous  initial  c- 
tion.  The  Spaniards  would  fain  appear  zealous  to 
propagate  the  gofpel,  while  they  were  really  doing 
all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  fcop  its  progrefs.  The 
firft  thing,  therefore,  the  miffionaries  did,  was  to 
convince  the  Neophytes  of  what  their  mailers  fhould 
have  begun  by  telling  them,  that  we  mull  not 
judge  of  the  chriitian  religion  by  the  conduCt  of 
thofe  who  profefs  it ;  and  in  this  they  fucceeded 
beyond  their expectation,  fo  that,  in  lefs  than  fix 
months,  all  the  neighbourhood  of  Corduba  was 
peopled  with  catechumens. 

After  home  other  excurfions  made  by  the  new 
miffionaries,  which,  joined  to  their  former  labours, 
ingratiated  them  fo  much  with  Don  Francis  Victo¬ 
ria,  that  he  appointed  Father  Barfena  his  vicar  ge¬ 
neral,  with  an  unlimited  power.  The  Fathers,  Soja- 
nio,  de  Ortega,  and  Filds,  repaired  to  the  Affump- 
tion,  at  the  requeft  of  the  bifhop  of  that  place  •,  were 
received  there  with  the  fame  honours  that  had  been 
paid  to  Father  Barfena  and  Father  Angulo  at  San¬ 
tiago  5  and  exerted  themfelves  equally  to  the  ad  van* 
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tage  of  both  Spaniards  and  natives  ;  fo  that,  in -the 
fpace  of  three  months,  neither  were  to  be  known 
for  the  fame  men.  They  then  turned  their  views 
upon  the  eaftern  Guayra,  But,  as  it  was  not  pro¬ 
per  they  fhould  ail  leave  the  capital  together.  Fa¬ 
ther  Salonio  continued  in  it,  whilfh  the  two  others 
embarked  on  the  Paraguay  for  that  country. 

After  failing  for  ioime  time  on  the  Paraguay, 
they  landed  on  the  right  fhore,  and  travelled, 
a-  foot,  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  before  they 
reached  its  neareii  towns.  This  country,  probably* 
derives  its  name  .from  that  of  the  Guaranis  who  in¬ 
habit  it,  they  being  often  called  Guay  ranis. 
f.  These  Indians  lived  in  towns,  that  were  pretty 
populous,  and  the  Caciques  of  which,  by  being 
hereditary,  and  independent  one  on  the  other,  had 
a  great  deal  of  authority  over  their  fubjects.  Some¬ 
times,  however,  as  it  happens  in  all  nations  more 
add  idled  to  the  arts  of  war  than  thofe  of 
peace,  private  perfons  acquired  this  rank  by  their 
valour  j  and  not  fcldom  by  a  fmgular  facility  in 
fpeaking  well  the  language  of  the  country,  which, 
according  to  Father  Montoya,  who  was  perfedt 
maker  of  it,  yields,  in  nothing,  to  any  of  the  hndt 
we  are  acquainted  with,.  The  chief  prerogatives 
enjoyed  by  the  Caciques  conti ft ed  in,  a  right  to  the 
labour  of  their  fubjedts,  for  the  purpofes  of  agrh 
culture  ,  and  the  ufe  of  their  daughters  when  they 
required  it. 

At  the  death  of  a  Cacique,  it  was  lawful  for 
one  of  his  brothers  to  marry  the  widow  5  but  this", 
felciom  happened.  In  general,  thefe  Indians  did 
not  approve  Inch  marriages  between  near  relations 
•and  the  men  among  them,  who  have  embraced 
die  chriftian  religion,  never  marry  any  of  their 
relations,  even  within  thofe  degrees  with  which  the 
church  readily  difpenfes.  But  the  Caciques  could 
have  more  wives,  than  one.  As  to  their  religion. 
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they  acknowledge  but  one  God  ;  for  ifUhey  ex- 
preffed  any  veneration  for  the  bones  of  their  jug¬ 
glers  whom  they  had  feen  perform  fitch  things  in 
their  life  time,  as,  in  their  opinion,  furpaffed  the 
ftrength  of  nature,  they  by  no  means  coniidered 
them  as  divinities,  though  the  fpecies  of  worfhip 
they  paid  -them,  differed  but  little  from  that,  which 
other  nations  pay  their  idols.  They  never,  how¬ 
ever,  offered  any  facrifices  to  God,  nor  could 
any  regular  form  of  worfhip  be  difeovered  among 
them. 

They  reckoned  their  years  by  winters,  but  feldom 
went  beyond  ten  without  commuting  a  miftake. 
They  judged  of  its  being  time  to  rife  when  the 
pkiades  began  to  make  their  appearance  a-' 
hove  the  horizon.  They  imagined  there  was 
a  tiger  and  a  great  dog  in  the  heavens,  which 
devoured  the  moon  and  the  fun,  as  often  as  thefe 
luminaries  happened  to  be  eclipfed  j  and  fuch  events 
greatly  alarmed  them.  The  hufbands,  on  their 
wives  being;  brought  to  bed,  obferved,  for  the 
{pace  of  fifteen  dars,  a  rigourous  fail  •,  and  neither 
hunted  nor  converted  with  any  one  during  that 
time,  firmly  believing,  that  the  child's  lifedepended 
on  their  punctual  complying  with  this  cuftom. 
They  11  fed  a  kind  or  haptifm  ;  but  authors  have  not 
given  us  any  fatisfactory  account  of  it.  But  the  ce¬ 
remonies  they  obferved,  in  giving  names  to  their 
new  born  children,  will  be  ft  ferve  to  give  us  a  juft 
idea  of  the  favagenefs  of  this  nation.  Thinking  it 
unlawful  to  perform  this  ceremony,  without  the 
death  of  a  prifoner  of  war,  they  deferred  it  till  they 
could  make  one.  After  entertaining  him  plentifully 
for  feveral  days,  and  even  giving  him  his  choice  of 
as  many  young  girls  or  grown  up  women  as  he 
thought  proper,  they  cut  his  throat  on  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpofe,  with  great  ceremony. 
As  Icon  as  he  was  dead,  every  one  touched  his 
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Jbpdy,  or  druck  it  with  a  flick  •,  and  during,  this 
operation,  they* gave  names  to  all  the  children  that 
had  not  as  yet  received  any.  This  done,  the  body 
lyas  cut  up  ^  and  every  family  took  home  a  piece 
of  it  to  make  into  broth,  of  which  every  one  took 
a  mouthful,  not  excpting  children  at  the  bread, 
whom  their  mothers  took  care*  to  make  partakers 
of  this  hellifh  rebaft. 

Their  manner  of  receiving  perfons  returned 
from  a  long  journey  had  fomething  very  odd  in  it. 
The  traveller,  on  entering  his  cabin,  immediately 
feted  himfelf,  without  uttering  a  fingle  fyllable  ; 
and,  the  next  moment,  the  women  began  to  walk 
round  and  round  him,  obferving,  all  the  time,  the 
fame  d'lence,  till,  at  laft,  they  fuddeniy  bunt 
out  into  exclamations,  which  were  followed  by 
a  long  relation  of  all  the  difagreeable  events  that 
had  happened  in  his  family  during  his  abfence ; 
the  men,  covering  their  faces,  repeated  the  fame 
things  with  a  low  voice  ;  and  this  ceremony  laded 
a  longer  or  fhorter  time  in  proportion  to  the  ef- 
teem  they  had  for  the  traveller.  At  lad,  they  all 
congratulated  him  on  his  happy  arrival,  and  enter-? 
tained  him  in  the  bed  manner  thev  were  able. 

The  women,  on  the  death  of  their  hufbands? 
nfed  to  throw’  themfelves  from  forne  eminence  high 
enough  to  cripple  them  for  the  remainder  of  their 
fives.  The  Indians  believed,  that  the  foul,  on  its 
leaving  the  body,  never  wandered  at  any  great 
didance  from  it,  but  kept  it  company  in  the  grave, 
where  they,  accordingly  ,  left  a  vacancy  for  it  to  re* 
fidfc  ini  The  fird  who  embraced  the  gorge! 
could  fear ce  be  prevailed  upon  to  renounce  this 
pradice ;  and  chriftian  women  have  been  pretty 
often  'difeovered  going  privately  to  the  graves  of 
their  children  or  hufbands,  in  order  to  fift  the  . 
mould  over  them,  as  their  fouls,  they  faid,  would 
be  too  much  burthened  without  this  precaution. 
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W hen  a  girl  was  old  enough  to  be  married, 
they  put  her  into  the  hands  of  a  woman,  who,  for 
eight  days  together,  employed  her  in  the  mod:  la¬ 
borious  talks  ^  fed  her  very  ill  •,  and,  withal,  never 
gave  her  a  moment’s  reft.  By  her  manner  of  bear¬ 
ing  thistryal,  they  judged  if  fne  was  laborious,  and 
otherwife  qualified  to  undertake  the  care  of  a  fa¬ 
mily.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  they  cut 
off  her  hair  ;  decked  her  out  with  all  the  ornaments 
the  fex  is  fo  fond  of  ^  and  declared  her  marriage¬ 
able.  It  would  have  been  criminal  in  a  young  wo¬ 
man  to  keep  company  with  a  man  before  fire  had 
paffea  through  this  tryal :  or,  at  leaft,  fhe  mufthavc 
done  it  very  privately  to  el'cape  punifhment. 

The  Guaranis  placed  great  faith  in  certain  men, 
who,  at  once,  affed  the  part  of  fortune  tellers  and 
phyficians,  pretending  to  draw  certain  informations 
of  what  was  to,  happen  from  the  Tinging  of  birds, 
and  to  have  received  from  heaven  the  power  of  cur¬ 
ing  all  manner  of  difeafes.  Their  whole  quackery, 
however,  confuted  in  fucking  the  part  affliffed,  and 
then  pretending  to  extraff  from  it  fomething,  which 
they  had  the  precaution  of  taking  into  their  mouths 
before  they  went  to  work,  but  produced,  with 
the  greateft  affurance,  as  the  caufe  of  all  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  illnefs,  whofe  imagination  they  greatly  calmed 
by  this  ftratagem.  This,  no  doubt,  was  doing  a  great 
deal.  Bcftdes,  they  never  worried  tjheir  patients  with 
drugs  and  operations,  fo  that,  if  they  did  not  an  ill 
nature,  neither  did  they  obit  ruff  her  and  if  they 
did  not  cure,  neither  did  they  kill,  their  pati- 
tients.  The  Guaranis  had  likewife,  their  conjurers, 
who  boafted  a  power  of  killing  whoever  they 
thought  proper ;  and  had,  in  faff,  fo  far  bewitched 
numbers  as  to  make  them  believe,  that  feveral  had 
been  carried  off  by  the  fecret  power  of  their  in¬ 
cantations  ;  fo  that  it  was  fometimes,  enough  for  a 
man  to  have  an  enemy,  to  be  feized  with  a  panic, 

and 
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and  e  ven  die  of  it,  if  he  had  not  wherewith  to  brite 
chefe  impoflorSi 

The  province  inhabited  by  the  Guaranis,  of 
whom  we  have  been  fpeaking,  for  there  are  other 
Guaranis,  as  we  faid  before,  difperfed  almoft:  ail 
over  this  part  of  South  America,  refembling,  mere 
or  lets,  in  manners  and  cuftoms  the  nations  among 
whom  they  are  fettled  ;  the  original  province  of 
Guayra,  I  mean,  to  which  Father  Salonio  and 
father  Filds  were  now  travelling,  is  almoft  equally 
divided  by  the  tropic  of  Capricorn ;  and  is  bounded, 
to  the  Eaft,  by  Brazil  •,  to  the  North,  by  .a 
very  low  and  wet  country  covered  with  trees,  but 
as  yet  v;ery  little  known,  though  very  populous  * 
to  the  South,  by  the  Uruguay  ;  and  to  the  Weft, 
bv  the  Paraguay,  though  between  the  Guaranis 
and  this  laft  river  there  are  feveral  nations,  tnoft 
of  whom  live  a  wandering  life.  The  wca- 
ther  of  Guayra  is  almoft  every  where  unequal  and 
dnconftant ;  the  air,  in  genera],  unwholfome  *,  and 
accordingly,  fevers  are  very  common  here.  It  na^ 
turally  produces  feveral  fruits,,  as  the  guembe,  the 
grenadilla,  and  dates  of  a  very  bitter  tafte.  Ail  the 
plains  and  low  lands  are  very  fertile  in  pu!fe,  roots, 
manioc,  maiz,  and  other  plants,  which  require  little 
culture.  It,  likewife,  abounds  with -many  trees  fit 
for  building,  particularly  cedar,  and  every  other 
fpecies  of  pine  and  fir,  in  whofe  hollows  honey  and 
wax  are  found  in  great  abundance.  As  to  animals, 
it  has  all  thofe  already  mentioned  in  the  general 
defcription  of  Paraguay.  To  conclude,  this  pro-< 
vince  is  watered  by  feveral  rivers,  the  moft  com 
fiderable  of  which,  next  to  the  Parana,  are  the 
Parapane ,  which  receives  feveral  other  fmaller' 
ones  •,  and  the  Guibay,  upon  which  formerly  flood 
Villarica,  pretty  near  its  difcharge  into  the  Parana, 
to  which  all  the  other  rivers,  of  this  province  are 
tributary. 

Therb 
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There  are  certain  Hones  in  the  province  of  Gtf~ 
sqtra,  which  for  fome  years  were  greatly  cried 
up.  They  are  found*  at  a  conftderable  dritance 
under  the  furface  of  the  earth,  inciofed  in  a  very 
hard  cruft  of  an  oval  figure.  It  is  aifured,  that;,, 
when  they  have  acquired  their  proper  fize,  they 
(hiver  their  covering  to  pieces,  with  a  report  equal 
to  that  made  by  a  bomb  in  burking,  and  iffue  forth 
in  the  form  of  a  tranfparent  ftone  with  a  very  fine 
luft re.  But  they  are  not  all  of  one  colour.  Some  are 
green,  fome  of  a  violet  colour,  but  moil  of  them  red. 
There  is  fo  much  regularity,  and,  at  the  fame  time* 
fo  much  variety  in  their  form,  that  one  Can  hardly  be 
perfuaded  that  they  are  the  work  of  nature.  But 
all  their  beauty  is  iuperncia! ;  for,  at  bottom,  they 
are  of  no  more  value  than  thofe  found  in  the 
country  of  Liege.  The  Spaniards,  however,  were 
at  foil  fo  much  deceived  by  their  luflre,  that  leve- 
ral  had  well  nigh  thrown  up  their  iettlernents 
to  carry  quantities  of  them  into  Spain,  thinking  to 
make  their  fortunes  by  them.  And,  in  fadt,  as 
boon  as  the  news  of  this  difeovery  reached  that 
kingdom,  it  was  given  out,  that  Paraguay  was  full 
of  amethyfls,  carbuncles,,  and  emeralds.  But  none 
were  deceived  except  fuch,  as  made  mofl  hake  to 
be  firk  at  market. 


The  guembe,  which  I  mentioned,  is  an  oblong 
fruit,  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  a  palm  in  breadth. 
It  is  full  of  little  yeilowifh  grains,  which  take  very 
fweet  when  only  fucked,  but,  when  broke  between- 
the  teeth,  throw  out  a  juice,  whole  bitternefk 
is  not  to  be  fupported.  It  appears  that  the  plant 
bearing  this  fruit  is  a  kind  of  bean,  which  fattens 
upon  trees,  and  grows  to  a  great  height.  The; 
grains  of  this  fruit  when  they  happen  to  fall  upon 
the  bark  of  a  rotten  tree,  immediately  fhoot 
out  into  threads*  which,  falling  to  the  ground*, 
immediately  take  root  there,  and  produce  plants 
of  die  fame  fpecies. 
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;  I  s^m  that  the  dates  of  this  country  are  bitter  j 
iiotwithftanding  which,  fome  authors  pretend,  that 
they  make  wine  of  them,  and  a  very  nourifhing 
kind  of  broth.  The  palm  trees,  which  bear  them, 
and  are  to  be  found  at  every  ffep,  are  a  great  re- 
fouroe  to  diftreffed  travellers,  as  the  pith  of  them 
is  both  palatable  and  nourifhing. 

The  wild  bears  of  Guayra,  as  well  as  of  fome 
other  parts  of  Paraguay,  have  their  navels  on  their 
backs  ;  but,  perhaps,  it  has  not  been  obferved  any 
where  elfe,  this  part  mufc  be  cut  off  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  bead:  is  dead,  as,  otherwife,  it  would  foori 
infect  the  whole  carcafe.  It  is  not  lefs  furprizing, 
that,  though  the  honey  of  this  province  is  excellent, 
no  means  have  been  hitherto  found  to  bleach  the 
wax  found  along  with  it. 

Such  was  the  country,  where  Father  Files  and 
Father  de  Ortega  undertook  to  preach  Jefus 
ChrifL  They,  firft,  repaired  to  Ciudad  Real, 
where  they  learned,  on  their  arrival,  that  not  a 
fingle  pried:  had  been  feen  there  for  feveral  years 
,  pafe  ;  and,  accordingly,  they  met  with  many  inha¬ 
bitants,  who  had  fcarce  any  thing  chrifdan  about 
them  but  the  name.  After  employing  a  whole 
month  in  catechifmg,  preaching,  and  hearing 
confeffions,  in  order  to  prepare  them  to  partake 
worthily  of  the  holy  myiferies,  they  fet  out  for 
Villarica,  where  the  inhabitants  laboured  under 
the  fame  fpiritual  diflrefs  •,  and  they  had  the  com¬ 
fort  of  adminiftring  equal  relief  to  them.  This 
done,  they  vifited  the  Indian  towns  and  villages. 
Which  were,  in  a  more  particular  manner,  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  million,  and  followed  the  wandering 
Guaranis  through  their  forefts,  and  over  their 
mountains.'  Having fpent feveral  months  in  thefe 
excurfions,  they  returned,  by  their  fuperior  Father 
Salonio’s  orders,  to  the  Affumption,  with  the  glad 
tidings,  that  they  had  left  behind  them  two  bun- 
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dfed  thoufand  Indians,  quite  ripe  for  the  kingdom- 
of  Chriit. 

The  plague  now  raged  to  a  great  degree 
in  this  capital,  and  had  even  gained  the  ad¬ 
joining  fettlements.  But,-  though  it  carried  off 
numbers,  three  jefuits  exerted  themfelves  lo  much, 
that  none  died  without  confeffion ;  and,  during  the 
nine  months  it  lafted,  nine  thoufand  moribond 
Indians  received  baptifrm  In  the  mean  time. 
Father  de  Ortega  having  received  notice,  that, 
thirty  leagues  beyond  Villarica,  there  were  a  great 
number  of  wandering  Guaranis,  who  had  been 
formerly  baptized,  but  who  did  not  even  know 
what  baptifm  was,  and,  befides,  greatly  moleftcd 
the  Spaniards,  he  fet  out  in  quell  of  them  ;  and, 
having  at  laft  met  them,  made  them  fenfible  of 
the  obligations  they  had  contracted  in  receiving  that 
facrament.  He  then  repaired  to  Villarica,  whofe 
commandant,  being  defirous  to  gain  over  a  great 
Indian  town  in  the  neighbourhood,  concluded 
with  great  realbn,  that  the  bell  way  to  do  it  was 
to  make  chriftians  of  its  inhabitants.  Fie  found  no 
difficulty  in  prevailing  on  the  miffionary  to  join 
him  in  an  expedition  for  that  purpofe.  Father  de 
Ortega  inftrudled  and  baptized  four  hundred  of 
the  inhabitants  in  a  very  ffiort  time  *,  but,  at  laft* 
when  he  leaf:  fufpedted  it,  providentially  clifcovered 
a  confpiracy  formed  againll  his  own  and  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  life,  which  obliged  them  to  retire  with  fome 
precipitation.  The  Indians  who  waited  on  the 
governor,  having  remained  behind,  paid  for  their 
mailer’s  efcape,  and  were  all  murdered. 

Father  de  Ortega,  at  his  return  to  Villarica, 
found  there  Father  Fiids,  who  was  come  to  bring 
him  back  to  the  Aflumption  by  Father  Salonio’s 
orders  but  the  Spaniards  and  the  Neophytes 
would  not  confent  to  part  with  them  ;  and,  on  their 
fuperior,  to  whom  a  courier  was  immediately  clif- 
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patched  for  that  purpofe,  confenting  to  their 
ftay,  they  immediately  built  a  houfe  and  a  chapel  ' 
for  them.  In  the  mean  time,  a  revolt,  which 
broke  out  among  the  Calchaquis,  contributed 
greatly  to  make  the  inhabitants  of  Tucuman  con- 
fider  the  new  miflionaries  as  men  equally  ufeful  to 
Secure  the  repofe  of  the  Spaniards  in  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  eftablifh  the  chriftian  religion  among 
the  natives.  There  are  in  this  continent  two  na¬ 
tions  known  by  the  name  of  Calchaquis,  who, 
though  they  now  live  at  a  considerable  diflan ce 
afunder,  originally  formed  but  one,  which,  for  a 
long  time,  was  entirely  confined  to  one  of  the  val- 
lies  between  the  mountains  of  Peru,  to  the  Weft 
of  Salta,  which  to  this  day  retains  the  name  of  the 
valley  of  Calchaqui.  Thefe  barbarians,  had,  for  feve- 
ral  years,  proved  very  troublefome  neighbours  to 
the  Spaniards,  till,  at  length,  Don  Alphonfo  Mer¬ 
cado  and  Yillacorta,  being  for  the  fecond  time  go¬ 
vernor  of  Tucuman,  defeated  them  in  1565, 
when  part  of  them  fled  towards  Buenos  Ayres,, 
where  their  pofterity  ftill  remains.  The  reft  were 
tranfported  to  the  frontiers  of  Chaco,  and  given 
in  command. 

^  But  the  laft,  unable  to  bear  any  longer 

15  9"9°*  the  drudgery  of  the  perfonal  fervice  re¬ 
quired  from  them,  mutinied,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  mountains,  from  whence  they  made  frequent 
excurfions  into  the  Spanifh  fettlements.  Don 
Juan  Ramirez  de  Velafco,  fucceftor  to  Don  Al¬ 
phonfo,  undertook  to  force  them  in  their  ftrong 
holds  *,  or,  at  leaft,  oblige  them  to  remain  quiet ; 
and  invited  Father  Barfena  to  accompany  him  in 
the  expedition.  The  miflionary  consented  in 
hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  opportunity  ofpreach- 
ing  Jefus  Chrift  to,  them  *,  nor  was  he  entirely  dis¬ 
appointed. 

The 
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The  governor,  being  but  little  acquainted  with 
the  coutry,  in  a  fhort  time  found  himfelf  engaged 
in  fome  defiles*  where  the  enemy  had  the  pre¬ 
caution  to  place  a  ftrong  party  *,  and  was  in  the 
utmod  danger  of  being  cut  off  with  all  his  troops* 
when  Father  Barfena  undertook  to  extricate  him. 
For  this  purpofc,  he  fet  out,  alone,  for  the  place 
where  the  Calchaquis  were  polled  ;  and  having 
happily  reached  them  at  the  top  of  a  high 
mountain,  notwithstanding  all  their  endeavours  to 
intercept  him,  he  lurprifed  them  fo  much  by  his 
boldnefs,  that  they  gazed  on  him  like  fo  many 
•  ftatues,  In  the  mean  time,  he  addreffed  them  with 
fo  much  mildnefs,  and  in  fo  engaging  a  manner,  that 
he  foon  prevailed  upon  them  not  to  moleft  the  Spa¬ 
niards  any  longer  *,  promifing,  on  his  fide,  that,  #as 
long  as  they  remained  quiet,  the  Spaniards  fhould 
*iever  attempt  to  give  them  the  lead  difturbance. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this  fuccefs,  he  remained 
with  them  fometime  longer  for  the  nobler  purpofe 
of  feattering  the  feed  of  the  gofpel  amongft 
them ;  after  which  he  fet  out  for  the  country 
of  the  Indians  called  Lulles,  among  whom  he  ex¬ 
pelled  to  find  the  fpiritual  harvefl  in  great  for¬ 
ward  nefs,  as  fome  of  them  had  been  civilized  and 
baptifed  by  Saint  Francis  Solano,  though,  on  be¬ 
ing  cruelly  treated  by  the  Spaniards  to  whom  they 
had  been  given  in  command,  they  difperfed  again. 
It  is  probable,  the  Calchaquis  fet  out  for  their  valley 
foon  after  his  departure  *,  at  lead,  we  fhall  find 
them  there  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory. 

Of  all  the  barbarians  of  the  ,  new  world,  thefe 
Lulles  were,  perhaps,  the  mod  barbarous,  fmce  the 
women  amongft  them,  though  ever  willing  to  give 
their  breads  to  puppies  that  happen  to  have  loft 
their  dam,  cannot  be  prevailed  to  give  them  the  one 
to  the  offspring  of  another,  fo  that  it  is  a  common 
thing  amongft  them,  when  a  woman  happens  to 
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die  with  a  child  at  her  bread,  to  bury  it  along  with 
her,  for  want  of  fome  other  woman  to  give  it  fuck. 
To  this  want  of  the  feelings  moft  common  to  man 
and  bead,  they  added  the  greated  averfion  for  any 
kind  of  redraint;  for,  though  they  had  their  caciques 
like  other  nations,  they  allowed  them  no  authority 
but  in  time  of  war,  when  it  was  impoffible  to  do 
without  them.  At  other  times,  every  man  was  his 
ownmafter;  even  the  fathers  off amilies  had  no  more 
power  than  any  other  perfon  belonging  to  it.  Their 
marriages  were  no  way  binding ;  the  lead  whim 
was  diffident  to  part  hufband  and  wife,  and  the 
children  paid  no  obedience  to  either. 


accordingly,  an  univerfal  did 
folutenefs  of  manners  prevailed,  even  among  the, 
younged  members  of  this  drange  nation.  People 
of  this  character  are  not  made  to  live  in  fociety  ; 
and,  accordingly,  every  family  lived  apart,  never 
uniting  but  to  celebrate  fome  fedivals,  which  they 
did  with  rites  which  modedy  forbids  us  to  mention  , 
and  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  the  only  thing  they 
are  jealous  of  ;  fo  that  they  never  attack  any  one 
on  any  other  account. 

The  country  inhabited  by  the  Lillies  is  fo  dry, 
that  for  feveral  months  together  they  have  no 
water,  but  what  they  receive  diredlly  from  the 
clouds  ;  or  find  in  water  melons,  whofe  feeds  they 
fow  in  great  plenty  ;  and  in  a  certain  root  they 
call  Tacol^  which  fupplies  them  with  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  that  ufeful  element.  The  flem  of  this 
root  is  white,  and  has  a  very  agreeable  tafte  ;  at 

lead,  they  think  fo. 

* 

Such  was  the  nation,  which  Father  Barfena 
flattered  hjmfelf  with  being;  able  to  gain  over  to  the 

o  o 

gofpel,  on  his  Hearing  that  there  were  already 

fome 
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fame  chriftians  among  them  ;  and  he,  accordingly-* 
entered  their  country  with  that  zeal,  which  had 
been  fo  fiiccefsful  among  others,  when  Father  Juan 
Fonte,  a  new  fuperior  lately  arrived  from  Peru  with 
Father  Baptifte  Agnafco,  recalled  him  to  Tucuman 
on  the  report  of  his  health  and  his  Strength  being 
greatly  impaired,  and  the  Lulles  having,  befides, 
conip ired  to  take  away  his  life.  He  was,  after¬ 
wards,  ordered  to  halt  at  St.  Michael,  which  lay 
in  his  way,  while  the  fuperior  himfelf,  with  Father 
Angulo  his  predecefifor,  took  up  his  poll  near  the 
Red  River  in  the  diftricSfc  of  the  Conception. 

It  was  the  adelantade  Don  Alphonfo  de  Vera, 
who  had  formed  vthe  projedt  of  this  million,  with 
a  view- -of  colle&ing,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city,  as  many  of  the  natives  of  Chaco,  as  he  pof- 
fibly  could,  in  order  to  form  them  into  towns,  and 
by  that  means  facilitate  their  total  conversion. 
Nothing  could  be  better  contrived  than  this  plan  ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  purfued,  half  the  inhabitants  of 
Chaco  would  have  been  chriftians  thefe  feveral  years 
pail.  But  the  great  fcarcity  of  million aries,  and, 
fail  more,  the  Scandalous  lives  of  the  ancient 
chriftians,  their  avarice  and  their  cruelty,  made  it 
miftarry,  in  fpite  of  all  the  Adelantade  could  do  to 
make  it  fucceed.  The  Indians  neareft  to  the  Com 
ception  were  a  roving  nation,  called  Front  ones  by 
the  Spaniards,  from  a  cuftom  they  have  of  pluck¬ 
ing  up,  by  the  roots,  all  the  hair  on  the  tore  part 
of  their  heads,  fo  as  to  make  their  foreheads  appear 
higher  by  one  half  than  they  really  are. 

Of  the  feveral  tribes  compoling  this  nation,  the 
leaft  barbarous  were  the  Mataras  or  Mataran.es  ;  and 
it  was  by  them,  chiefly,  the  adelantade  intended  to 
begin  his  laudable  Scheme  of  Securing  the  friend- 
flaip  of  all  the  Indians  Subject  to  his  government, 
by  the  bonds  of  religion,  in  as  much  as  feveral  of 
them  had  been  already  baptized,  probably  by  St. 

Q.3  Fran- 
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Franeis  Solano,  or  fome  of  the  companions  of  hi s 
apoftlefhip  •,  though  there  fcarce  remained  a- 
mong  them  the  lead:  traces  of  the  chriftian  relk 
gion. 

O 

Don  Alphonfo  de  Vera  gave  the  mlffiona^ 
I59°*  rj^s  a  very  kind  reception;  but,  as  he  was  in 
h  afire  to  have  all  the  Mataranes  chriftians,  he  could 
not  be  fatisfied  with  their  prefence ;  and,  therefore, 
entreated  father  Fonte  to  fend  for  the  Fathers  Ag- 
nafco  and  Barfena.  It  is  incredible,  what  anumber 
of  fouls  thefe  four  labourers  gained  over  to  Jefus 
Chrift  in  lefs  than  twelve  months,  though  a  great 
part  of  it  was  necefiarily  fpent  in  learning  their 
language.  This  fuccefs  determined  them  to  pene¬ 
trate  further  into  this  barbarous  country.  But,  on 
the  reprefentations  of  the  Spaniards,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  they  intended  to  go  ,in  queft  of  were  no  way 
difpofed  to  receive  them,  it  was  refolved  that  Far¬ 
ther  Fonte  and  Father  Angulo  fhould  day  behind, 
Don  Alphonfo  ordered  a  party  offoldiers,  command¬ 
ed  by  his  brother  Don  Francis  de  Vera,  to  efcort 
the  other  two,  in  fpite  of  all  they  could  fay  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  ;  for  they  apprehended  that  this  precaution 
would  fpoil  all  their  meafures  *,  and  it  happened 
accordingly.  The  Mogofnas,  the  moft  unfettled  and 
diffolute  nation  among  the  Frontones,  artfully  fur- 
prized  this  detachment ;  and  murdered  every  foul  of 
them,  their  commander  not  excepted  ;  upon  which, 
the  adelantade  being  refolved  torevengehis  brother’s 
death,  a  war  enfued,  which  deprived  the  miflionaries 
of  all  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  their  undertaking,  and 
made  them  fet  out  in  fearch  of  fome  other  opportu¬ 
nity  to  exercife  their  functions  to  advantage.  Accord- 
ingly,  after  making  fome  exeurhons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  the  Conception  without  finding  any 
nation  difpofedto  liflento  them,  they  crofled  the  Rio 
delaPlata,  and  marched  along  the  banks  of  it  to  Saint 
John  de  CorrienteSy  a  little  town  lately  founded  juft 

a  bove 
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above  the  confluence  of  the  Paraguay  and  the  Pa- 
rana,  where  the  Spaniards  and  fome  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood  had  invited  them,  and  amply  re¬ 
warded  their  trouble  in  coming,  by  making  the 
proper  ufe  of  their  flay  amongfl  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  provincial  of  the 
id93*  jefuits  of  Peru  recalled  Father  Fpnte;  and 
lent  Father  Romero  to  fucceed  him  as  fuperior  in 
Paraguay  ;  and,  along  with  him,  the  Fathers  Gafpar 
de  Monroy,  Juan  Viana,  and  Marcello  Lorencana. 
The  firft  thing  Father  Romero  did  on  his  arrival  in 
Tucuman,  was  to  give  up  a  piece  of  ground, 
that  had  been  made  a  prefent  of  to  his  predeceflbr 
near  Salta,  for  the  fubfiflence  of  the  miflionaries  of 
the  company  who  had  no  other  funds  to  depend 
upon.  His  reafons  for  taking  this  ftep  were  * 
firft,  that  his  religious  were  too  few  to  fettle  in 
any  place,  and  make  any  thing  of  fuch  an  acqui- 
fition  ♦,  and,  fecondly,  this  piece  of  ground  could 
not  be  turned  to  any  account,  but  by  procuring 
Indians  to  cultivate  it  ;  and  he  did  not  chufe  to 
authorize,  by  his  example,  the  crying  abufe  of  per- 
fonal  fervices.  He  then  thought  proper  to  difi 
tribute  his  mifTionaries  among  thofe  places,  where 
he  imagined  their  labours  might  be  attended  with 
moll  fuccefs.  He  ordered  the  Feathers  de  Ortega 
and  Filds  to  remain  among  the  Guaranis ;  fent  the 
Fathers  Angulo  and  Viana  to  Santiago  ;  and 
named  the  Fathers  Agnafco  and  de  Monroy  for  an 
expedition  among  the  Omagiiaccis ,  a  nation  efla- 
blifhed  on  tha  frontiers  of  Tucuman  and  Perm 
As  to  himfelf,  he  fixed  upon  no  particular  place,  in 
order  to  be  always  the  readier  to  run  where  ever 
his  affiftance  might  be  mofl  wanting. 

The  Omaguacas  were  a  very  fierce  and  favage 
people,  who,^  afterj  receiving  the  gofpel,  and  fib* 
mitting  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  had  renounced  Jefus 
Chrift ;  thrown  off  the  fpanifh  yoke;  murdered  their 

*  Q^4  mil- 
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mifUonaries ;  maffacred.  all  the  Spaniards  they  could 
lay  their  hands  on; twice  destroyed  the  town  of  Juiuy ; 
and,  for  thirty  years  pail,  were  perpetually  making 
irruptions  into  this  part  of  Tucuman,  which,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  their  depredations,  was  become  a  mere 
defart.  To  oppofe  a  dyke  to  this  torrent,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province  refolved  to  begin  by  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  town  of  Jujuy,  and  putting  it,  to  the  bell  of 
his  power,  in  a  refpectable  condition.  Don  Fran- 
cifco  de  Arganerez,  whom  he  had  charged  .with  this 
commiffion,  after  fufficiently  juftifying  the  choice 
that  had  beenmade  of  him,  took  the  field  ;  rendered 
the  Spaniards,  in  their  turn,  formidable  to  the 
Omaguacas  ;  difpofed  the  Indians  to  receive  naif- 
fionaries  ;  and  reft  o  red  tranquility  to  the  province, 
not  only  on  this  fide,  but  on  that  of  Chaco. 

It  was  two  years,  however,  before  he  could 
truft  to  their  mercy  the  mifTionaries  commiflloned 
to  bring  back  thefe  Indians  to  the  worfhip  of  the 
true  God  ;  but  they  had  enough  to  do  elfc where, 
during  this  interval  On  the  other  hand,  the  Fa¬ 
thers  Barfena  and  Lorencaria  no  fooner  arrived  at 
the  Affiimption,  than  they  embarked  on  the  Para¬ 
guay,  in  order  to  remount  that  river,  and  eilahlifh 
a  mifFon  as  far  to  the  north  as  itwas  poffible.  They 
{pent  four  months  in  this  voyage  ;  and  had  fo  much 
reafon  to  be  fatisfled  with  the  docility  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans  they  vifi ted,  that,  though,  by  the  time  they  got 
back  to  the  Affumption,  they  were  quite  exhausted 
with  ficknefs  and  fatigue,  they  would  have  fet  out 
immediately,  to  finilh  what  they  had  fo  happily 
begun,  if  Father  Romero,  who  was  already  arrived 
there,  had  not  detained  them. 

Father  Romero's  errand  to  the  Affiimption 
was  to  examine,  in  peribn,  what  Cervices  could  be 
done  to  religion  in  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  ; 
and  he  intended  to  make  gut  a  very  fhort  flay  in  it. 
But  he  foon  found-  more  ■  work  on,  Ms  hands  thitii 
MG’  he 
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he,  at  fjrft,  expected,  Tffe,  however,  he  had  no 
reafon  to  repent.  All  his  enterprises  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  fouls  were  crowned  with  fuecefs.  But 
that,  which  moil  endeared  him  to  the  inhabitants, 
was  his  reconciling  the  feetdar  clergy  of  the  dio- 
cefe,  with  the  vicar  general  who  governed  it 
while  the  fee  was  vacant,  at  a  time  that  the  naif- 
underflanding  between  them  was  on  the  point  of 
breaking  out  into  a  fcandalous  rupture.  He,  after¬ 
wards,  made  fome  excurfions  into  the  towns  of  the 
Guaranis,  that  lay  neareil  to  the  city ;  and  acquired 
the  affeCtion  of  the  Indians  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that,  at  his  return  to  the  Affumption,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  vied  with  each  other,  who  fnoulrf  give  him 
the  firft  and  greateft  marks  of  the  highefl  efteem 
and  the  fincereil  confidence.  The  nobility,  more¬ 
over,  and  the  magiflrates,  taking  it  into  their  feri- 
ous  confideration,  what  they  might  reafonably  ex- 
pe6l  from  fix  or  feven  religions,  who,  though  they 
had  fcarce  time  to  fhew  themfelves  in  thefe  pro-r 
vinces,  had  fo  intirely  changed  the  face  of  them 
in  regard  to  religion  and  good  manners,  thought, 
that,  in  order  never  to  want  fuch  valuable  labour¬ 
ers,  they  could  not  do  better  than  give  them  a 
folid  eflablifliment  in  the  capital.  7; 

After  deliberating,  therefore,  on  this  affair, 
without  their  knowledge,  they  took  a  refolution  to 
write  to  the  king,  the  general  of  the  company, 
and  the  provincial  of  Peru,  to  obtain  their  confent 
for  erefling  a  college  of  Jefuits  at  die  Affumption, 
and  a  fufficient  number  of  religious  to  fill  all  the 
charges  of  one.  They  even  went  further.  *  For, 
as  they  made  no  doubt  of  receiving  a  favourable 
a,nfwer  to  theirletters,  they  immediately  bought, 
with  the  public  money,  a  fpot  of  ground  for  a 
houfe  and  a  church  to  Hand  upon*,  and  father 
Romero,  in  fpite  of  his  reluctance  to  accept  of  an 
dtablifliment,  as  he  judged  it  rather  premature. 


was 
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was  obliged  to  comply,  till  the  further  pleafure  of 
his  catholic  majefty,  and  of  his  general,  fliould  be 
known.  The  work,  therefore,  was  immediately  fet 
about.  The  inhabitants,  the  women  of  the  beft 
families  not  excepted,  would  put  a  hand  to  it ;  and 
they  fpared  no  expence,  though  the  fuperior  did  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  moderate  their  zeal.  The 
only  anfwer  he  could  obtain  to  all  his  reprefen- 
tations  was,  that  what  they  did,  they  did  it  for  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  and,  of  courfe,  ought  not  to  be  afraid  of  do¬ 
ing  too  much.  At  length,  the  houfe  was  finifhed 
in  1595  *,  and,  though  the  church  ftill  v/anted  fome- 
thing,  the  blefied  facrament  was  placed  there  in  a 
decent  and  becoming  manner. 

This  great  liking  to  the  Jefuits  was 
I594'5*  chiefly  owing  to  the  facility,  with  which 
they  were  known  to  handle  the  minds  of  the  mod 
untradtable  of  thofe  Indians  who  furrounded  the 
Spaniards  •,  and  againfl:  whom  all  force,  and  all 
fair  means  tried  by  any  other  mediators,  had  been 
hitherto  found  a  very  weak  defence.  The  Indians, 
on  the  other  hand,  flattered  themfelves,  that  the 
Spaniards  might  be  prevailed  upon  by  men,  for 
whom  they  exprefled  fo  much  efleem,  to  treat 
them  better  than  they  had  hitherto  done.  This, 
their  own  interefl:  fhouid  have  engaged  the  Spa¬ 
niards  to  do ;  for  pafl:  experience  had  fufficiently 
proved,  that  the  only  way  to  eflablifli  themfelves 
iblidly  among  fo  many  nations,  jealous  of  their 
liberty,  was  to  better  their  condition.  But  fuch 
*  was  their  infatuation,  that,  in  a  fhoit  time,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  think  ill  of  thofe  very  men,  whom  they 
had  fo  lately  been  crying  up  to  the  Ikies,  as  pat¬ 
terns  of  every  virtue ;  and  that  merely  for  pleading 
the  caufe  of  thofe  Indians,  without  whofe  friend- 
fhip,  as  will  afterwards  appear,  it  was  impoflible 
for  the  Spaniards  to  live  in  the  country. 


Father.. 
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Father  Monroy,  with  a  lay-brother  Jefuit,  cal¬ 
led  Juan  de  Toledo,  had,  at  length,  reached  the 
Omaguacas,  and  found  fo  little  difficulty  in  gain¬ 
ing  their  attention,  that  five  towns  foon  applied 
for  inflruddon,  and  were  fpeedily  followed  by  fo 
many  others,  that  nothing  now  remained,  in  order 
to  eftablifh  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chriff  among  the 
Omaguacas,  but  to  reduce  one  of  their  Caciques, 
called  Piltipicon,  who,  having  been  baptized  in  his 
infancy,  had  renounced  the  gofpel,  and  rendered 
the  Spaniards  all  the  evil  he  pretended  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  them  *,  maffacring  their  priefts  ;  burn- 
ingftheir  churches  and  ravaging  their  fettle-^ 
ments.  Father  Monroy,  therefore,  armed  with 
all  that  confidence  which  Jefus  Chrift  has  fo 
much  recommended  to  the  preachers  of  his  get 
pel,  refolved  to  reduce,  if  poffible,  this  terrible 
Cacique ;  and  fet  out,  alone,  to  confer  with  him. 
As  foon  as  he  came  into  the  chief ’s  prefence,  he 
told  him,  that  the  good  wiffies  he  entertained  for 
his  real  happinefs  had  made  him  defpife  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  an  alrnoft  certain  death,  in  order  to  engage 
him  to  think  ferioufly  of  his  welfare.  But, 
then,  added  he,  you  cannot  expeCl  much  honour 
by  taking  away  the  life  of  a  naked  man.  If,  con¬ 
trary  to  my  expectation,  you  will  confent  to  iiflen 
to  me,  all  the  advantage  of  our  convention  will 
be  yours  *,  whereas,  if  I  die  by  your  hands,  am 
immortal  crown  in  heaven  will  be  my  reward.” 

Piltipicon  was  fo  amazed,  or  rather  foftea- 
ed  by  the  miffionary’s  boldnefs,  that  he  prefenr- 
ed  him  with  a  kind  of  beer,  which  the  Omar 
guaca  women  make  with  Maiz  well  ground  be¬ 
tween  their  teeth ;  and,  however  naufeous  this 
liquor  appeared  to  the  miffionary,  he  drank  fome  of 
it.  He  then  afked  Piltipicon’s  leave  to  penetrate 
further  into  the  country  to  preach  Jefus  Chrift,. 
with  fome  proyifions  for  his  journey,  Piltipicon 

civilly 
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civilly  granted  every  thing  he  afked  ;  and  the  miff 
fionary -found  every  where  the  fame  docility  he  had. 
hitherto  experienced,  and  made  the  fame  fuc- 
defsful  ufe  of  it.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Pil- 
tipicon  ;  and  managed  him  lb  dexteroufiy,  that  he 
prevailed  upon  him  to  make  peace  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards  on  conditions,  which  he  firft  fettled,  and 
the  governor  of  Tucuman  afterwards  ratified  and 
confirmed. 

^  The  news  of  this  treaty  filled  the  pro- 
‘  vince  with  joy,  and  procured  father  Mon- 
roy,  from  every  quarter,  praifes  and  thanks,  to 
which,  however,  he  was  altogether  infenfible,  as, 
while  the  Cacique  refufed  to  return  under  the  yoke 
of  the  golpel,  he  could  entertain  no  reaibnable 
hopes  of  being  able  to  convert  all  his  nation.  It 
was  not  long,  before  a  report  prevailed,  that 
Pilnpicon  thought  nothing  of  the  peace  to  which 
he  had  fworn,  and  had  even  confpired  with  another 
apoftate  Cacique,  to  ruin,  a  third  time,  the  town 
of  Jujuy ;  and,  though  this  report  had  no  foun¬ 
dation,  the  governor  of  Jujuy  thought  proper  to 
■put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Caciques  to  hurt 
him;  and  having  then  found  means  to  draw  them 
into  the  place,  feeured  their  perfons. 

This  was  enough  to  render  the  Omaguacas  ir- 
recon.cileable  *5  but  father  Agnafco,  who  very  for¬ 
tunately  happened  to  be  then  at  jujuy,  and  father 
Monroy,  who  haftened  back  to  it,  on  the  firft 
notice  he  received  of  the  governor’s  behaviour, 
repaired  all  the  m  if  chief  that  had  been  done. 
The  two  prifoners  were  let  at  liberty  ;  kindly  ufed 
by  the  inhabitants  ;  and,  after  ibme  friendly  confer¬ 
ences  with  the  governor,  terminated  all  differ¬ 
ences  by  a  fincere  return  to  the  gofpel.  The  whole 
■  nation  loon  followed  their  example.  Soon  after,  the 
miffionaries,  thinking  it  abfoiutely  requiiite  to  re¬ 
move  them  from  that  part  of  the  country  they 
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now  occupied,  as  it  could  not  be  reafonably  cx~ 
pedted  they  fhould  long  remain  there  without  their 
neighbours  attempting  to  feduce  them  *,  the  new 
c-hriftiaris  confented  to  this  transmigration  with 
more  readineis  than  could  at  firft  be'  well  expebted 
from  them  •,  and  followed  their  fpiritual  fathers  to 
a  fpot  nearer  Tucuman,  where  a  zealous  fecular 
prieft,  who  under  Hood  their  language  perfedlly 
well,  was  appointed  to  govern  them. 

This  event  was  foon  followed  by  the  deaths  of 
father  Barfena,  in  Peru  ;  and  father  Salonio,  at  the 
A  Gumption  v  the  lofs  of  whom  was  immediately  felt,  . 
though  their  places  were  foon  filled  up  by  others  ; 
the  call  for  evangelical  labourers  encreaiing  in 
thefe  provinces,  in  a  much  greater  proportion, 
than  it  was  pofiible  to  fupply  it.  That  of  Guayra, 
efpeciaily,  was  become,  from  day  to  day,  more 
difpofed  to  receive  the  gofpel,  through  the 
indefatigable  zeal  of  Father  Filds  and  Father  de 
Ortega,  who,  for  eight  years  paft,  could  almoit 
number  their  days  by  the  flocks  of  infidels  they 
brought  home  to  the  fold  of  the  fovereign  pallor 
of  fouls.  It  is  true,  this  fuecefs  coil  them  fuch 
labour  and  fatigue,  as  one  would  be  apt  to  ima¬ 
gine,  far  exceeded  the  ftrength  of  the  human  frame. 
The  journeys,  alone,  which  they  were  often  ob¬ 
liged  to  undertake  in  queft  of  the  infidels,  were 
iiifncient  to  damp  any  zeal  lefs  than  that  which 
animated  them.  Gf  this  truth  the  following  is  a 


finking  in  fiance. 

As  Father  de  Ortega  wks  once  eroding,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  catechiit,  and  home  Neophytes  .  and 
Catechumens,  a  plain  between  two  rivers,  of  which 
one  falls  into  the  Paraguay,  and  the  other  into  the 
Parana,  both  luddenly  (welled  to  fuch"  a  degree, 
that  all  the  lands  between  them,  became,  almoft  in- 
iLintarteneomly,  one  vaft  fea.  Nothing,  they  fry;  is 


T  H  E  '  HI  STORY 

more  common  in  this  country,  than  ftich  hidden 
inundations;  which  are,  moreover,  too  irregular 
to  admit  of  any  precaution  being  taken  againft 
them.  The  miffionary,  therefore,  was  not  much 
iurprized  at  the  prefent  ;  and  thought  he  might 
efcape,by  travelling,  for  fome  time,  up  to  his  waift 
in  water,  as  he  had  often  before  been  obliged 
to  do  ;  but  he  foon  loft  ground  ;  and  was  forced, 
in  order  to  fave  his  life,  to  climb  up  a  tree. 
The  Indians,  who  accompanied  him,  did  the 
fame ;  but,  as  they  had  not  precaution  enough  to 
chufe  the  higheft  trees,  the  water  foon  reached 
them.  The  Father,  more  fortunate  or  provident, 
was  fafe  enough  upon  his,  with  his  catechift,  when 
the  cries  of  his  children,  who  were  endeavouring  to 
fatten  upon  the  higheft  branches,  and  were  ex- 
liaufted  with  fatigue,  pierced  him  to  the  heart. 

The  waters  ftill  continued  to  fwell;  and,  as  the 
travellers  had  no  provifions  about  them,  they  were 
m  the  moft  evident  danger,  either  of  perifhing 
with  hunger,  or  dropping,  through  faintnefs,  into 
the  water,  and  being  drowned.  While  the  miffion- 
ary  was  making  theie  melancholy  reflections,  there 
came  on  a  fhower  attended  with  thunder  and  light- 

o 

ning,  and  a  very  impetuous  wind,  which  contributed  . 
greatly  to  increafe  the  horrors  of  their  dreadful  fitu- 
ation.  Befides,  the  ftlrface  of  the  water  was  co¬ 
vered  with  tigers,  lions,  and  feveral  other  ravenous 
beafts  *,  and  even  ferpents  and  vipers,  which  the 
inundation  had  likewife  furprized.  At  length,  one 
of  thefe  reptiles,  of  an  enormous  fize,  fattened 
uononeof  the  branches  of  the  tree,  where  Fa¬ 
ther  de  Ortega  was  perched ;  and  the  miffionary 
every  minute  expected  to  be  devoured  by  the  < 
monfter  ;  when,  the  branch  it  Was  on  happily 
breaking,  it  fell  back  into  the  water,  and  turned 
another  way. 

The  travellers  had  now  been  two  days  in  this 
dreadful  fituation,  the  ftorro  continuing  all  the 

time. 


O  F  P  A  R  A  G  U  A  Y.  223 

time,  and  the  waters  rifing  rather  than  falling  ; 
when,  about  midnight,  the  mifilonary  perceived, 
by  means  of  the  flalhes  that  filled  the  heavens,  one 
of  his  Indians  fwimming  towards  him  by  the  fame 
light  ;  and  crying  out,  as  foon  as  he  was  near 
enough  to  be  heard,  that  three  Catechumens  and 
three  chriftians  were  on  the  point  of  expiring  ;  and 
moft  earneftly  requefted  his  affiftance.  Upon  this, 
F ather  de  Ortega,  having  firft  tied  his  catechift  to 
the  tree,  the  poor  man  being  no  longer  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  fupport  himfelf,  and  then  confeifed  him, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  water  to  follow  the  Indian 
.who  came  to  call  him  •,  and,  in  fpite  of  [the  waves, 
and  the  branches  of  trees,  moft  of  them  covered 
ail  over  with  thorns,  one  of  which  ran  quite 
through  his  thigh,  he  reached  the  catechumens, 
whom  he  found  hanging  by  their  arms  to  the 
branches ;  he  baptized  them  in  that  pofture  *,  and, 
the  next  moment,  had  the  mortification  of  feeing 
them  fall  into  the  water,  where  it  was  impoffible 
to  fave  them  from  drowning.  Fie  then  haftened 
to  the  three  Neophytes,  two  of  whom  peri  (lied  a 
few  moments  after. 

Having  thus  performed  his  office,  he  fet  out 
for  his  tree,  and  got  to  it  very  feafonably  for  his 
catechift,  who  had  now  the  water  up  to  his  neck. 
He  immediately  untied  the  poor  man,  and  helped 
him  as  well  as  he  could  to  a  higher  branch.  That 
very  evening  the  waters  began  to  fubfide  •,  and,  as 
foon  as  the  Father  could  put  his  foot  on  the  ground, 
he  fet  out  to  viftt  his  fellow  travellers  that  he  had 
left  alive.  In  the  mean  time,  his  thigh,  where  the 
thorn  ftill  remained,  had  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that,  after  he  had  taken  a  few  fteps,  the  Indians 
were  obliged  to  carry  him  to  Villarica  to  be  drefled % 
but  he  got  there  too  late  to  expeft  a  perfect  cure  *, 
fo  that,  after  two  and  twenty  years  that  he  furvived 
this  accident  his  wound,  which  could  never  be 

'.per-* 
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perfectly  doled,  gave  him,  from  time  to  time,  the 
greateft  uneafineis.  Fie  loon,  however,  refumed 
his  functions  ;  and  was  called  back  with  F7ather 
Filds  to  the  Alfumption,  where  Father  Lorencana, 
who  had  remained  alone  there,  could  no  longer  an-* 
fwer  all  the  calls  of  the  inhabitants. 

Father  Romero,  in  the  mean  time,  during  eigh¬ 
teen  months  that  he  fpent  at  Santafe,  had  endear¬ 
ed  himfelf  greatly  to  both  Spaniards  and  Indians ; 
and  fo  much  to  the  former,  that  they  wrote  to  the 
provincial  of  the  Jefuits  in  Peru,,  to  offer  him  a 
houfe  in  their  town.  But,  though  there  arrived,  the 
year  following,  a  new  reinforcement  cf  million  aries 
from  that  kingdom,  it  was  not  pofiible  to  fix  any  of 
them  there.  The  luperior,  who  had  repaired  to 
Tucuman  to  receive  thenewmilfionaries,  undertook 
in  company  with  Father  John  Dario,  an  Italian,  and 
brother  John  Rodriguez,  a  million  in  the  city  of 
Corduba.  Though  the  inhabitants,  at  Brit,  treated 
them  very  coolly,  on  account  of  fome  umbrage  they 
had  taken  at  them  •,  on  knowing  them  better,  they 
offered  them  a  houfe  and  a  chapel  very  conveni¬ 
ently  fituated  ;  and,  foon  after,  the  magiffrates, 
finding  that  the  chapel  was  too  fmall  to  contain  the 
crowds  that  flocked  to  it,  ordered  the  plan  of  a 
church  to  be  traced  out,  and  immediately  put  men 
to  work  at  the  foundation.  The  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  had  been  in  11  ruffed  by  the 
Fathers  de  Ortega  and  Barfena,  being  informed  by 
Father  Romero  and  his  companions,  wTho  went  to 
pay  them  a  viflt,  that  a  church  was  now  building 
at  Corduba,  large  enough  to  receive  them,  when 
there  fhould  be  no  miffionaries  to  fend  to  them,  im¬ 
mediately  offered  to  tranfport  all  the  materials  ne- 
,c, elfary  to  flnilh  it  ;  and  their  offer  being  accepted,, 
it.  was  foon  happily  finiflied. 


i6oq 
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1600  Father  Romero  made  no  (lay  at  Cordu- 
ba  j  but  fet  out,  with  Father  Monroy,  to 
carry  the  light  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Diaguites , 
who  live  near  the  fquthern  extremity  of  Tucuman. 
Thefe  Indians,  lefs  addidted  to  drunkennefs  than 
their  neighbours,  had  conceived  a  very  great  ef- 
teem  for  the  jefuits,  of  whom  they  had  heard,  a- 
mong  other  things,  that  they  did  all  that  lay  in 
their  power  to  hinder  the  Indians  from  being  ill 
ufed ;  and  this  happy  prevention  had  given  hopes 
to  a  fpanifh  gentleman,  called  John  de  Abreu, 
whofe  father  had  been  governor  of  Tucuman,  that, 
if  he  made  his  appearance  among  them,  along 
with  the  Fathers  of  the  company,  he  would  find  it 
an  eafy  matter  to  civilize  them.  The  mifiionaries, 
on  their  fide,  who  knew  but  little  of  the  language, 
of  thefe  people,  or  the  road  to  their  country,  were 
overjoyed  to  find,  in  a  man  of  his  rank  both  a  guide, 
and  an  interpreter,  that  could  not  fail  of  render¬ 
ing  their  miniftry  Hill  more  refpedtable.  And  it 
happened  accordingly.  They  were  almofl  every 
where  very  well  received,  and  very  attentively  lif- 
tened  to,  till  the  king’s  lieutenant  at  Salta  inter¬ 
fered  with  their  labours,  through  a  falfe  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  his  fpanifh  fellow  fubjedts. 
g  This  officer,  (who  had,  it  is  probable, 

^  *  received  from  the  governor  of  the  province 
a  general  order,  to  engage  all  the  new  chriftians 
to  acknowledge  the  king  of  Spain  for  their  fove- 
reign,)  having  heard  of  the  many  converfions 
wrought  among  the  Diaguites,  imagined  he  fhould 
find  no  difficulty  in  making  them  confcnt  to  every 
thing  prefcribed  them  in  the  name,  and  for  the  fer- 
vice,  of  his  majefiy.  He,  therefore,  ordered  them, 
without  any  further  ceremony,  to  fend  a  certain 
number  of  labourers  to  Salta.  This  proceeding 
both  furprized  and  exafperated  the  Diaguites  to 
¥ol.  I  R  "  fuch 
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fuch  a  degree,  that  the  fathers,  after  feme  parleys 
with  them  to  very  little  purpofe,  thought  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  retire  to  Corduba  till  a  more  favourable  op¬ 
portunity. 

^  The  next  year,  Father  Paez  having  ar- 
1  ‘  rived  at  Salta,  with  a  commiflioo  from  the 

general  of  the  jefiiks  to  vifit  all  the  houfes  of  his 
order  in  this  part  of  the  world,  he  immediately  after 
his  arrival,  called  together  all  the  mifiiontaries  dif- 
peried  over  the  province  of  Tucuman,  and  that  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  hill  comprehended  the  dif- 
tri£h  fmce  feparated  from  it  by  the  name  of  the 
province  of  Paraguay.  After  conferring  fepa- 
rately  with  every  one  of  them,  he  affembled  them 
in  council,  in  order  to  fix,  in  concert  with  them, 
upon  fome  uniform  method  to  be  cbfervedin  preach¬ 
ing  the  gofpel  to  fo  many  different  and  diftant  na¬ 
tions  *,  as  uniform  a  method,  at  leaft,  as  the  fitua- 
ticn  of  places,  and  other  circumftances  would 
admit. 

He  began  by  telling  them,  that  he  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  their  rambling  millions  from  one  extremity 
of  thofe  vaft  provinces  to  another,  as  little  ftrefs, 
he  thought,  could  be  laid  on  rapid  converfions  ; 
which,  befides,  their  being  too  often  the  fruit  of 
a  hidden  emotion,  it  was  impolfible  to  perfect,  in 
the  final!  fpace  of  time  allowed  for  them  ;  that 
of  this  there  was  a  very  ftriking  inftance  in  the 
apoftleftiip  of  the  holy  Father  Francis  Solano,  hill 
living,  of  whofe  labours,  though  he  had  vifited 
every  part  of  Tucuman,  and  a  great  part  of  Chaco, 
and  converted  in  both  a  vaft  number  of  infidels, 
there  fcarce  remained  any  traces,  on  account  of  his 
having  no  where  made  any  fixed  fettlement.  Fie 
then  obferved,  that  it  was  with  the  feed  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  as  with  that  committed  to  the  earth,  which,  after 
being  fown,  required  feveral  other  operations,  and 
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the  $>oft  conftant  attention,  before  the  produce  of  it 
could  be  gathered  into  the  barn. 

Though  thofe,  to  whom  this  difcourfe  was  ad- 
dreffed,  were,  in  the  main,  of  the  fame  opinion 
with  Father  Faez,  they  could  not,  among  other 
things,  help  reprefenting  to  him,  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  go  wherever  the  bilhops,  or  thofe 
who  governed  the  vacant  diocefes,  required 
them  that,  befides,  perfons  engaged  in  this  way 
of  life  were  not  always  mailers  of  themfelves,  but 
obliged  to  follow  the  fecret  impulfes  of  providence 
for  the  falvation  of  certain  predeftinated  fouls  ;  that 
their  courfes  were,  moreover,  authorized  by  the 
many  miracles  wrought  by  Father  Francis  Solano 
in  his  tranfitions  from  place  to  place  •„  and  that,  aft et 
all,  the  millions  they  had  made  were  very  far  from 
being  ufelefs,  fince  they  had  thereby  acquired  a  fuf- 
ficient  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  nations,  to  whom 
they  were  to  preach  the  gofpel.  Each,  after  this, 
propofed  what  he  thought  was  bell  to  be  done,  con- 
fidering  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  in  the  vail  ' 
country,  where  they  had  undertaken  to  ellablilh 
the.  chriftian’ religion  on  the  ruins  of  idolatry. 

The  vifiter  then  drew  up  fome  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  his  brethren  in  thefe  provinces.  The 
firft  was,  to  leave  to  the  jefuits  of  Brazil  all  the 
country  to  the  ealt  of  the  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  as  that  kingdom  lay  more  convenient,  and 
was  more  in  a  condition  than  Peru,  to  fupply  it 
with  miffionaries*,  and  fuch  miffionaries  would, 
befides,  come  there  mailers  of  the  language  moll 
current  among  the  inhabitants.  This  project  no 
fooner  got  wind,  than  all  the  Spaniards  of  Tucu- 
man  approved  it,  and  moil  of  the  towns  wrote  to 
the  general  of  the  company  for  jefuits,  with  offers 
to  build  and-endow  colleges  for  them. 

R  2 "  But 
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But  it  was  quite  otherwife  at  the  Affumption, 
which,  as  we  have  feen,  Hands  on  the  eaftern  banks 
of  the  Paraguay.  The  departure  of  the  jefuits 
eftablifhed  there,  in  order  to  wait  on  the  vifiter  at 
Salta,  was  very  varioufiy  interpreted.  All  ima¬ 
gined,.  they  were  gone  never  to  return  again ;  and 
fome  (hewed,  by  their  tears  and  their  complaints, 
how  fmcerely  concerned  they  were  to  lofe  them, 
whilff  the  greateH  number  broke  out  into  invec- 
lives,  from  which  the  behaviour  of  thefe  religious, 
might,  one  would  imagine,  have  been  fufficient  to 
exempt  them.  The  latter  gave  out,  that  the 
members  of  this  hew  inffitute  took  no  delight  in 
poor  colonies  *,  and  could  only  fettle  in  countries 
that  were  rich  in  themfelves,  or  lay  near  enough 
to  Peru,  to  be  enriched  by  it  ;  that,  if  their  zeal 
for  the  falvation  of  fouls  was  fin  cere,  they  would 
not  turn  their  backs  upon  a  country,  in  which  they 
might  expefb  to  find  more  opportunities,  than  in 
any  other,  of  exercifing  it  to  advantage,  and  in  which 
nothing  had  been  omitted  to  give  them  proofs  of 
the  mold  entire  confidence  ;  that,  after  all,  the  pro- 
mife,  with  which  they  amufed  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Affumption  of  fending  them  Portuguefe  Jefuits, 
was  but  a  mere  pretext,  being  highly  improbable, 
that  the  royal  council  of  thelndies  ihould  admit  into 
the  Hates  of  his  catholic  majeffy,  mifTionaries  that 
were  not  his  natural  born  fubjecfs  ;  or  the  crown  of 
Liibon  take  upon  itfelf  the  charge  of  fupplying  with 
mifTionaries  a  country,  which  did  not  belong  to  it.. 
This  was  a  difficulty,  upon  which,  however  obvi¬ 
ous,  Father  Paez,  it  feems,  had  not,  at  HrH,  fuf- 
ficiently  reflected..  However,  though  he  did  not 
immediately  yield  to  the  firft  remonHrances  againH 
this  part  of  his  plan,  he  took  no  Heps  to  carry  it 
into  execution  ;  and  by  that  means  afforded  his 
brethren  an  opportunity  of  making  him  obferve, 

before 
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before  it  was  too  late,  the  ill  confequences  that 
might  attend  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  Father  de  Ortega  received 
orders  to  repair  to  Lima,  at  five  hundred  leagues 
dlliance,  and  furrender  himfelf  to  the  fupreme  in- 
quifition  of  Peru  ;  and,  though  his  laft  journey 
of  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  leagues,  which  he  had 
been  obliged  to  travel  to  reach  Salta,  had  con  fitter- 
ably  encreafed  his  pains,  he  immediately  let  out. 
But  neither  his  prompt  obedience,  nor  his  apof- 
tolical  labours  in  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  could  hin¬ 
der  his  being  fhut  up,  on  his  arrival,  in  the  prifon  of 
the  holy  office.  We  may  well  imagine,  that  the  news 
of  this  event  aftoniffied  all  thole,  who  knew  any 
thing  of  his  indefatigable  zeal.  They  could  not 
conceive,  that  a  man,  who  had  done  fo  many  heroic 
things  in  the  exercife  of  his  mini  {try,  and  in  whofe 
favour  heaven  had  declared  itfelf  by  feveral  mira¬ 
cles,  could  deferve  to  be  treated  like  a  criminal. 


efpecially  in  his  prefent  weak  date  of  health.  Pie 
could  not  himfelf  guefs  what  he  was  accented  of 
However,  the  known  integrity  of  the  tribunal, 
which  treated  him  with  fo  much  rigc-ur,  and  th# 
filence  obferved  by  the  fervant  of  God  himfelf  in 
fo  mortifying  a  lituation,  hindered  the  public 
from  pronouncing  him  innocent. 

He  lay  five  months  in  prifon,  without  being  ac- 
cufed  of  any  thing  ;  his  judges  {till  expecting,  that 
he  would  accufe  himfelf,  which,  as  his  eonlcience 
reproached  him  with  nothing,  it  was  impoffibte  for 
him  to  do.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  his  fu~ 
periors  obtained  leave  to  take  him  home,  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  they  fhould  deliver  him  up  again  when 
called  for ;  and,  in  the’mean  time,  not  permit  him  to 
go  out  of  their  houfe,  or  fay  mafs,  or  fee  any  per¬ 
sons  but  thole  of  his  own  order;  and  in  this  coll¬ 
ie  2  diiron 
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dition  hefpent  two  years.  At  length,  an  aft  arrived 
from  Paraguay,  which  fully  jufcified  him.  This 
was  a  retraftation  judicially  made,  before  feveral 
witnefles  who  had  iigned  it,  by  an  inhabitant  of 
Viliarica,  who  had  accufed  him  of  having  revealed 
his  confeffion,  but  now  declared,  on  his  death  bed, 
that  is  was  a  mere  calumny,  invented  to  punifh  the 
holy  man,  for  refilling  to  abfolve  him  but  on  con¬ 
ditions,  with  which,  however  wife  and  juft,  he  was 
not  willing  to  comply. 

The  preiident  of  the  Inquifition  no  fooner  re¬ 
ceived  this  writing,  than  he,  in  the  mold  folemn 
manner,  publiilied  Father  de  Ortega’s  innocence, 
and  reftored  him  to  all  his  rights  and  privileges. 
Soon  after,  Don  Gafpar  Zunida,  viceroy  of  Peru, 
cafthis  eyes  upon  him  as  thehtteft  man,  in  the  world, 
to  fend  to  his  troublefome  and  dangerous  neighbours 
the  Chiriguanes,  w  her  had  lately'  applied  to  him  for 
million aries,  and  he,  therefore,  imagined  were,  at 
laft,  fmcerely  difpoled  to  embrace  the  go-pel. 
Though  Father  de  Ortega  confide  red  this  appli¬ 
cation  as  no  better  than  a  ftratagem  to  gain  time,  in 
order  to  renew,  with  greater  vigour,  their  hoftilities 
againft  the  Spaniards,  he  thought  proper  to  comply 
with  Don  Gafpar5 s  requeft ;  and  immediately  fet  out 
for  that  country,  with  Father  Villarnao,  another  je- 
.fuit ;  and  fpent  two  years  among  them;  when  his  fii- 
periors,  finding  that  his  zeal  was  thrown  away  upon 
them  ;  and  that,  befides,  he  was.  quite  broke  down 
with  fatigue,  they  ordered  him  to  la  Plata,  where 
he  died,  about  the  year  1624,  in  an  extreme  old 
age.  After  he  had  abandoned  the  Chiriguanes,  Fa¬ 
ther  Auguftin  Fabio,  a  Francifcan,  attended  by  a 
lay  brother,  and  fome  other  Spaniards,  entered  their 
mountains  by  the  valley  of  Tarija,  and  was  happy 
enough  to  make  fome  converfions,  and  even  build 
a  church  among  them.  But,  during  a  journey 
lie  was  obliged  to  make  to  la  Plata,  thefe  bar¬ 
barians 
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barians  maffacred  all  the  Spaniards  he  had  brought 
with  him  *,  drove  his  lay  brother  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  fo  effectually  (hut  up  all  the  avenues  to 
their  mountains,  that  Father  Fabio  could  never  get 


among  them  again 


. — 


End  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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BOOK  V. 

It'.i  U  .0  f  '  '  !  ••  '  I  ;  ......  .-it  ■  T 

Jefuits  invited  back  to  the  Ajjumption  *,  eflablijhed  at 
Buenos  Ayres ,  FreJJo  Quarrels  between  the  Spaniards 
and  them ,  touching  the  liberty  of  the  Indians ,  not - 
funding  the  conditions  on  which  the  Jefuits  formed 
fettlements  amongft  both.  King  of  Spain  interpofes 
his  authority  in  favour  of  the  latter.  Guaranis  civili¬ 
zed  and  converted  in  great  numbers  by  the  jefuits  ; 
and  formed  into  towns ,  reductions ,  the 

care  of  theje  Fathers ,  but  fiubjcal  to  the  crown  of 
Spain ,  which  accordingly  fupports  the  me  a  fares  taken 
by  the  jejuits.  Defcription  of  the  reductions.  Bijhop 
cf  Buenos  Ayres  vifits  them .  letter  on  the  occa^ 

ficn  to  the  king  of  Spain. 


Otwithilanding  all  the  invectives 
fpreacl  againft  the  jefuits  at  the  Af- 
fumption,  the  Magistrates  of  that  capital,  and  the 
vicar  general  of  the  diocefe,  had  written  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  company  to  complain  of  Father  Paez  *, 
and,  foon  after,  the  new  bifhop  of  the  AiTumption, 
Don  Martin  Ignatius  de  Loyola,  formerly  of  the 
order  of  St.  Francis,  and  nephew  to  the  Saint  of 
that  name,  wrote  to  Father  Romero,  that,  had  he 
known  the  jefuits  would  abandon  his  diocefe,  he 
never  would  have  accepted  the  government  of  it  •, 
and,  therefore,  requeued  him  to  fend  them  back  di¬ 
rectly  ;  other  wife,  he  would  apply  to  his  gene¬ 
ral  ^  and,  if  requifite,  to  his  catholic  majefty  *,  and 

,  even 
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even  the  Pope  ;  to  make  him  comply  ;  and  he  was* 
it  feems,  fo  much  in  earned:,  that  he  wrote  to  the 
general,  before  he  could  get  Father  Romero’s  an- 
fwer.  This,  however,  proved  an  unnecelfary 
trouble,  as  Father  Romero,  who  could  never  relilh 
Father  Paez’s  fyftem,  had  already  fent  him  Father 
Lorencana  and  Father  Jofeph  Cateldino  *,  and,  foon 
after,  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  what  he  had  thus 
done  through  his  own  diferetion,  recommended  to 
him  by  his  general  and  his  provincial. 

These  two  mifiionaries  immediately  fet  out  by 
water  for  the  Affumption  ;  but  were  wrecked  in 
the  paffage  ;  and,  after  narrowly  efcaping  being 
drowned,  through  the  boldnefs  and  affedtion  of 
their  Indian  companions,  who  refeued  them  from 
the  waves  with  the  greatelt  difficulty,  and  at  the 
hazard  of  their  own  lives,  they  were  on  the  point 
of  periffiing  with  hunger,  when  they  providentially 
difeovered  the  biffiop  going  down  the  river  to 
Buenos  Ayres.  This  prelate,  who  little  expedited 
to  meet  thofe  he  fo  much  longed  for,  embraced 
them  tenderly  *.  entertained  them  in  the  bell  man¬ 
ner  he  was  able  ;  gave  them  one  ofhis  barks  loaded 
with  provifions,  to  continue  their  journey  ;  and,  at 
parting,  conferred  on  them  all  thepower  he  could  to 
the  utmoft  limits  of  his  -jurifdidtion,  which  as  yet 
extended  to  the  fea.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Af¬ 
fumption  received  them,  likewife,  with  the  greateft 
refpedt  and  affedlion.  But  it  was  not  long  before* 
they  met  with  forne  of  thofe  contradictions,  which 
Jefus  Thrift  ordered  his  apoftles  to  confider  as  a 
fure  mark  of  their  being  his  fervants. 

They  had,  it  feems,  declared  too  openly  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Indians,  and  againft  the  abufe  the  Spa¬ 
niards  made  of  the  commandes,  to  enjoy  much 
longer  the  good  will  and  confidence  of  thofe,  whom 
the  rriofb  alarming  experience  could  not  convince, 
how  much  it  was  their  intereft  to  treat  the  natives  of 

the 
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the  country  in  a  more  gentle  and  equitable  man¬ 
ner.  But  what  is  to  the  laft  .degree  furprizing, 
their' difiike  broke  out  on  occafion  of  an  events 
which  fhouid  have  produced  a  quite  contrary  ef¬ 
fect.  Some  Indians,  who  were  fettled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Paraguay,  and  had  been  given  in 
command,  rofe  up,  and  maffiacred  feveral  Spa¬ 
niards.  The  news  of  this  having  reached  the 
capital  m  the  governor’s  abfence,  the  officer,  who 
commanded  in  his  place,  fet  out  with  a  party  of 
fqldiers  to  chaftize  them.  But  changing  his  mind 
on 'the  road,  for  what  reafon  we  are  not  told,  he 
fell  upon  iome  other  Indians,  whom  he  found  un¬ 
armed,  though  they  were  allies  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  had  always  been  faithful  to  them  *,  treated 
them  like  enemies  *,  loaded  a  great  number  of 
them  with  chains ;  led  them,  as  it  were,  in  triumph 
to  the  capital  j  and  fold  them  for  flaves  to  the  heft 
bidder.  ^  _ ..  S 

Father.  Lqsuencana  thought  himfelf  bound 

O 

not  to  pafs  over  in  filence  fc  crying  an  a6t  or  in- 
juftice;  and,  finding  that  his  private  remonftrances. 
to  the  fellers  and  the  buyers  of  the  pretended  cap¬ 
tives,  made  no  impreffion  on  them,  got  into  the 
pulpit  ^  and  openly  threatened  them  with  the  anger 
of  heaven,  if  they  did  not  immediately  fet  the  poor 
Indians  at  liberty.  Upon  this,  the  treafurer  of  the 
cathedral,  who  happened  to  be  prefent,  filenced  him 
dire&ly,  and  commanded  him  to  leave  the  church. 
Father  Lorencana  obeyed  without  betraying  the 
Jeaft  concern  •,  and  this  unexpected  moderation 
ftruck  the  audience  fo  much,  that  a  buzz  of  in¬ 
dignation  immediately  arofe  among  them  againft 
the  treafurer,  who,  troubled  and  confounded  at 
this  mark  bf  their  difapprobation,  could  fcarce 
compofe  himlelf  enough  to  own  publickly,  that  he 
had  done  wrong  to  infujt  an  honeft  man,  barely  for 
being  bold  enough  to  do  his  duty. 
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This  confeffion,  extorted  perhaps  by  fear,  was 
fucceeded  by  violent  agitations,  which  hindered  him 
from  enjoying,  by  day  or  night,  a  moment's  repofe  j 
and  terminated  in  convulfions,  favouring  of  mad- 
nefs,  in  which  he  expired.  Other  fhocking  cir- 
cumftances  were  related  of  his  tragical  end,  which, 
though  I  dare  not  aver  them,  as  being  founded 
merely  on  popular  report,  were  lb  firmly  believed 
by  the  multitude,  that  this  event  contributed  more 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  captives,  than  the  moft 
pathetic  exhortations  of  the  mifiionaries.  But, 
though  this  affair  terminated,  in  appearance,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Jefuits,  it  was  not  long  before 
they  difcovereci  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  a 
leaven  of  dillike,  which  has  been  ever  fince  con- 
ftantly  fermenting ;  and  has,  as  we  fhall  fee  here¬ 
after,  often  fhewed  itfelf  by  the  moft  furprizlng 
effefts. 

;  ,  Two  or  three  years  after  this  happened, 

1  °5  7-  Father  Diego  de  Torrez  arrived  from 
Rome,  in  quality  of  Provincial  of  Chili  and  Pa¬ 
raguay  ;  and,  as  he  came  by  the  way  of  Peru* 
vifited,  on  his  road,  the  Omaguacas,  that  had  been 
already  converted  to  the  faith and  paifed  through 
Jujuy  and  Salta,  whofe  inhabitants  applied  to  him 
.for  colleges.  But,  though  lie  brought  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  fifteen  Jefuits  with  him,  he  had  not 
enough  for  that  purpofe »  and  wras,  therefore, 
obliged  to  excufe  himfelf  from  complying  with 
their  requeft,  till  the  arrival  of  another  fupply  of 
fpiritual  recruits.  From  Salta,  he  repaired  with 
his  flock  to  Santiago,  where  Don  Francis  Treco, 
the  bifhop  ;  Don  Francis  de  Ribera,  the  governor 
of  the  province  *,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  received  them  with  the  greateft  teftimonies  of 
refpeft  and  affeeftion.  The  bifhop,  in  particular, 
among  many  other  obliging  things,  publicly  de¬ 
clared  in  his  cathedral,  that,  had  the  report  lately 
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fpread  of  the  company’s  intentions  to  abandon 
thefe  provinces  proved  true,  he  would  have  re-^ 
flounced  his  bifhoprick,  to  fave  himfelf  the  concern, 
of  feeing  perifh,  for  want  of  fpiritual  affiftance, 
fo  many  fouls  pure  haled  with  the  precious  blood 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  The  bifliop  had  the  more  reafon 
to  ipeak  in.  this  manner,  as  the  provincial,  m  pre- 
fenting  his  children  to  him,  told  him,  that  it  was 
the  general’s  intention,  that  they  fhould  be  intirely 
at  his  difpofah 

The  year  after  this,  eight  Jefuits,  fent  by 
J  0  *  the  general  of  their  order;  and  defrayed  by 
the  king  Spain,  landed  at  Buenos  Ayres,  where 
the  inhabitants,  apprized  of  their  coming,  had  ex- 
pebled  them  with  the  greater!  impatience,  and  re¬ 
tained  fame  of  them  with  a  view  of  founding  a 
college.  This  port,  it  feerns,  had  already  begun 
to  flouridi  by  commerce  ,  for,  though  the  king  of 
Spain  had  not  opened  it  for  Grangers,  feveral 
foreign  veffels  put  in  there  from  time  to  time,  as 
if  driven  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  upon  fome  fuch 
other  pretext  ^  were  well  received  ;  and  carried  on  a 
trade  equally  beneficial  to  themfelves  and  the  in¬ 
habitants. 

All  this  time,  the  Indians  neared  to  the  city, 
many  of  whom  were  of  aimed  gigantic  ftature, 
continued  in  their  primitive  favagenefs ;  killing 
without  mercy  all  the  Spaniards  they  could  lay 
their  hands  on  ;  fo  that  not  one  of  the  inhabitants 
dared  to  fhew  his  face  at  any  diftance  from  the 
town.  Some  of  thefe  Indians  had,  it  is  true,  been 
reduced  ^  and  might  have  been  gained  over  to 
chriftianity,  or  at  lead  prepared  to  liden  to  the 
fird  miffionaries,  that  could  be  fent  to  them,  had 
they  not  been  condemned  to  perfona!  fervice,  which 
rendered  abortive  fome  few  attempts  made  to  con¬ 
vert  them.  At  length,  however,  the  inhabitants' 
expected  to  fee  fo  defirable  a  conquef!  effected  by 
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the  Jefuits  lately  arrived  among  them.  But  it 
was  too  late  to  recover,  by  mildnefs  and  perfua- 
fion,  barbarians,  whom  fuperior  force  alone  kept 
within  bounds.  Befides,  the  miffionaries,  thought 
it  would  be  lofing  their  time,  to  preach  to  them 
a  God  full  of  goodnefs  and  mercy,  while  thofe, 
who  made  profeflion  of  ferving  the  fame  God,  re¬ 
tained  them  in  the  moil  cruel  flavery. 

The  Jefuits,  therefore,  propofed  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  lighten  the  yoke  of  thefe  unhappy  creatures, 
in  order  to  ciifpofe  them  to  receive  the  gofpel  • 
but  they  took  offence  at  this  propofal.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  of  Tucuman,  who  had  lately  given  the 
jefuits  among  them  fo  promiffng  a  reception,  and 
thereby,  in  appearance,  authorized  them  to  make 
the  fame  reprefentations,  carried  things  to  far 
greater  lengths.  Their  provincial,  at  his  return 
from  Chili  in  the  courfe  of  his  vibration,  having 
ftopt  at  Corduba  to  fettle  a  noviceihip  lately  form¬ 
ed  there,  which  already  began  to  fill  pretty  faff, 
thought  it  his  duty,  when  all  the  buildings  were 
finifhed,  not  to  difmifs,  without  payment,  the  In¬ 
dians,  who,  to  the  great  furprize  of  all  the  in¬ 
habitants,  had  been  mod  prodigal  of  their  fweat 
and  labour  in  eredling  them. 

The  inhabitants  foon  s;ave  him  to  underffand, 
that  this  a6l  of  juftice  appeared  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence  to  them ;  and,  finding  it  was  impoffible 
to  perfuade  him,  that  he  had  done  amifs,  flattered 
themfelves  they  might  fucceed  better  by  with¬ 
holding  their  alms,  which  were  as  yet,  in  a  manner, 
the  only  thing  he  and  his  brethren  had  to  live  on  ^ 
but  here,  too,  they  were  deceived.  Providence, 
upon  which,  father  Torrez  relied  a  great  deal  more 
than  on  any  human  affiftance,  did  not  abandon 
him.  He  then  undertook  to  awaken  by  his  words, 
as  he  had  already  done  by  his  example,  the  con¬ 
fidences  of  the  inhabitants  in  regard  to  the  tn- 
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juftice  and  cruelty,  with  which  they  treated  the  In* 
dians  ;  and,  as  he  faw  his  reafons  made  no  impref- 
fion  upon  them,  concluded  by  publickly  threaten¬ 
ing  them  with  the  anger  of  the  Almighty,  and  that 
of  his  catholic  majefty,  of  whole  intentions,  in  this 
refpbdt,  they  could  not  be  ignorant, 

.  These  threats  were  foon,  in  fome  meafure,  ac- 
complifhed.  A  fudden  and  unexpected  inundation 
laid  the  town  under  water*,  and  deftroycd  part  of  its 
buildings,  which  at  that  time  were  not  very  folid. ; 
an  impetuous  florm  of  rain  and  thunder  ravaged 
the  country  *,  a  plague  fucceeded,  and  fwept  away 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe,  almoft 
indubitable,  marks  of  the  anger  of  heaven  made 
fome  impreffion  on  thofe,  who  were  not  as  yet  quite 
loll  to  all  fentiments  of  religion  and  humanity ; 
but  a  far  greater  number  obllinately  perfifted  in 
their  wickednefs  :  and  even  grew  more  inveterate 
againft  the  jefuits,  who  ceafed  not  to  upbraid  them 
with  it.  They  cut  off,  as  much  as  poffible,  the 
ufual  fupply  of  provifions ,  and,  at  laid  reduced 
them  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  maiz,  left  in  their  gra¬ 
nary,  and  fome  other  vegetables  their  garden  af¬ 
forded. 

All  this  time,  the  jefuits  continued  to  plead, 
with  unfhaken  conftancy,  the  caufe  of  the  poor 
opprefled  Indians  -5  and  Father  de  Torrez,  at  his 
departure  from.  Corduba  to  vifit  the  other  houfes 
of  his  order,  recommended,  .above  all  things,  to  the 
jefuits  he  left  behind  him,  to  place  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  him  alone,  whofe  interefts  they  defended* 
They  did  fo,  and  providence  did  not  for  fake  them. 
For,  though  the  procurator  received  from  him,  at 
his  departure,  but  eighty  crowns  to  maintain  a  nu¬ 
merous  community,  he  found,  that,  in  the  eight 
Succeeding  months,  he  fpent  eight  hundred,  with¬ 
out  borrowing  a  penny,  or  being  able  to  tell  from 
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The  perfecution  which  Father  Torrez  had  fu£- 
fered  at  Corduba  followed  him  to  Santiago.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  town  concluded  from  what  they 
had  heard  of  his  traniadtions  in  favour  of  the  In¬ 
dians  of  Chili  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Cordoba* 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  exp  eft  any  indulgence  from 
him  on  this  head.  Thus  prejudiced  againft  thele 
fathers,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  publicMly  af¬ 
firming,  that  the  jefuits  had  not  been  acculed,  with¬ 
out  reafon,  of  troubling  people’s  confciences  by 
filling  them  with  groundlefs  lcruples  that  it  was 
impoffible  the  fpirit  of  God  fhould  infpire  fuch  fe~ 
verity,  which,  no  doubt,  ferved  only  to  cover  fame 
•  fhameful  views  of  intereft  and  ambition  y  that  thefe 
Fathers  could  have  no  other  defign,  in  endearing 
themfelves  to  the  Indians,  than  that  of  becoming* 
themfelves,  mailers  of  them  *,  and  enjoying,  alone* 
all  the  fruits  of  their  fervice  y  that  it  was  for  this 
purpofe  they  had  engaged  the  king  and  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Indies  to  publifh  thofe  edifls,  upon  which 
they  built  fo  much,  and  of  which  they  would  fooo 
avail  themfelves  to  amafs  treafures  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  reft  of  his  majeftv’s  fubjefls.  The  moft: 
moderate  faid,  that  it  was,  perhaps,  doing  injuftice 
to  the  private  Fathers  of  the  company  to  blame 
them  on  the  occafion,  as  it  was  probable  they  only 
affed  by  orders  from  their  fuperior,  whole  turbu¬ 
lent  and  reftlefs  fpirit  had,  all  on  a  fudden,  banifhed 
that  happy  union  and  tranquility  they  enjoyed  be¬ 
fore  his  arrival  amongft  them. 

It  was  in  vain  for  the  Fathers  to  anfwer,  that* 
before  any  of  them  had  appeared  in  this  province* 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II,  his  fuc- 
cefibr  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  had  iffued  very  fed 
vere  edidts  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  the-  Indians  ; 
that  they  might  remember,  that,  before  Father 
Torrez  entered  Chili,  Don  Juan  Perez,  biftxop 
of  that  dioceie,  had  condemned,  what  they  now 
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deemed  it  a  crime  in  that  Father  not  to  approve  * 
and  that  Don  Juan  had  not  given  fentejnce  in  an 
affair  of  fo  much  importance,  till  he  had  confulted 
all  the  men  of  learning  and  fenfe  in  that  kingdom  ; 
that,  after  all,  it  was  well  known,  that  not  one-  of 
them  had  given  the  leaft  room  to  fufpedl  they 
thought  otherwife  than  their  provincial,  in  regard 
to  the  point  in  difpute. 

The  minds  of  the  inhabitants  were  too  imbit- 
tered  to  yield  to  thefe  reafons,  though  they  could 
not  anfwer  them  by  any  folid  arguments  *,  and, 
what  is  frill  more  furprizing,  they  found  means 
tOv prejudice  the  biihop  and  ail  his  clergy  againfl 
thofe  who  advanced  them.  As  no  one,  there¬ 
fore,  any  longer  took  their  defence,  they  were 
treated  here,  as  their  brethren  had  been  before 
treated  at  Corduba  ^  their  church  was  deferted ; 
their  peniions  flopt  ;  and  the  Indians  hindered 
from  feeing  them.  In  ffort,  they  were  puffed  to 
fuch  lengths,  that  they,  at  laft,  thought  proper  to 
withdraw  themfelves,  and  fet  out  for  St.  Michael, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  that  to\vn  had  moil  earneftiy 
entreated  them  to  accept  an  eflabliff  ment  among 
them. 

There  had  been,  for  a  long  time  pail,  a  difpute 
for  preeminence  between  this  town  and  that  of 
Santiago,  which  was  founded  but  three  years  after 
the  hrfl  foundation  of  St.  Michael ;  for  this  laft, 
as  we  have  already  feen,  had  changed  its  ftuation, 
in  1564.  This  tranQation  had  Farce  taken  place, 
when  a  powerful  Cacique,  called  Gualan,  having 
forced  his  way  into  the  new  town,  maffacred  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants  *,  let  fire  to  the 
houfes ;  and  would  have  reduced  them  all  to  affes, 
had  not  a  hidden  ftorm  of  lightening  frightned  the 
barbarians  from  their  purpofe.  Some  Spaniards 
who  efcaped  definition  ;  after  extinguifhing  the 
flames,  purfued  the  Indians ,  killed  their  chief ;  and 
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made  a  great:  daughter  of  the  reft.  This  did  not 
prevent  the  Calchaquis  from  making,  afterwards, 
feveral  attempts  to  ruin  St.  Michael  ^  but  all 
equally  mifcarriecl. 

St.  Michael,  I  faid^  (lands  exaflly  at  the  foot 
of  the  Cordilliere  *,  I  mifft  add,  that  it  is  fcarce 
poffible  to  find  a  town  fituated  in  a  more  fertile 
or  agreeable  country.  Accordingly,  its  plains, 
and  all  its  vallies  *,  in  a  word,  all  its  diftricl  is 
covered  with  villas  and  farm  houfes,  with  or¬ 
chards  and  gardens,  that  produce  mod  of  the  fruits 
known  in  the  old  and  new  world.  But  this  land  of 
promife,  as  the  Spaniards  call  it,  was,  for  a  long 
.  time,  fo  terribly  infefted  with  tigers,  that  it  was  al- 
moft  impoiTible,  for  a  man  not  very  well  armed, 
to  appear  abroad',  without  falling  a  prey  to  thefe 
ravenous  animals,  long  accuftomed  to  live  upon 
human  fie(h. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  all  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  Indians  confided  in  hunting  them  ; 
which  they  did  in  the  following  fimple  manner. 
Tliehuntfman,  taking  a  long  dick,  and  holding 
it  with  both  ends,  presented  it,  in  a  horizontal  di¬ 
rection  to  the  firft  animal  he  met  with,  who  never 
failed  to  feize  it  with  his  mouth.  But,  while  the 
creature  thus  endeavoured  to  wreft  it,  or  break  it 
with  his  teeth  and  claws,  the  huntfman,  by  alter¬ 
nate  jerks  to  the  right  and  left,  threw  him  down  ; 
and  then,  before  he  could  recover  himfelf,  plunged 
a  knife  into  his  belly,  and  ript  him  up  to  the  throat,*- 
This,  it  is  plain,  required  no  fmall  degree  of  dex¬ 
terity  and  prefence  of  mind  *,  and,  accordingly,  no 
man  was  efteemed  among  thefe  Indians  but  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  of  tigers  he  had  killed  ;  and 
this  ambition  to  fign alize  therrifelves,  blinded  them 
in  regard  to  the  dangers  attending  fo  yncommon 
a  manner  of  hunting. 
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The  inhabitants  of  St.  Michael  refembled  great¬ 
ly  the  happy  climate  under  which  they  lived, 
being  mild,  and,  as  it  were,  pious  by  nature.  They 
received  the  jefuits  with  an  abebtion,  which  they 
have  t  ran  fin  it  ted  to  their  ypofterity  ,  obliged  them 
to  accent  of  a  college,  of  which  the  kino;  after- 
wards  approved  the  foundation  ^  and  lift'ened  to 
their  exhortations  with  the  greatefl  docility.  This 
gave  the  fathers  leifure  enough  to  make  fome  incur- 
lions  among  the  Diaguites,  the  Lillies,  and  the  Cal- 
chaqnisj  but,  notwith handing  the  gooddifpofitions, 
in  which  they  found  great  numbers  of  theft  Indi¬ 
ans,  they  proved  equally  ufelefs  to  them  and  to  the 
Spaniards  j  many  of  the  latter  having,  in  fpite  of 
all  the  governors  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  carried 
■;  off  feveral  of  the  Indians  into  Qaverv  *,  even  from 
under  the  eyes  of  the  fathers,  about  whom  they 
had  gathered  for  inflrudion. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions  in  Tucuman, 
IDu^‘  father  Torrez,  provincial  of  the  jefuits,  let 
out  for  the  Conception  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place  were  fo  prejudiced  againit  him  and  his 
brethren,  that  the  governor  of  the  province  was 
obliged  to  interpofe  in  order  to  procure  him.  ad¬ 
mittance.  He  loon,  however,  gained,  by  his  be¬ 
haviour,  the  efleem  and  confidence  even  of  thole, 
who  had  moil  violently  oppofecl  his  entrance  ♦,  and, 
after  making  the  proper  ufe  of  thefe  favourable  dif- 
pofitions,  fet  out  far  the  AiTumption,  in  cohfequence 
of  fome  preffing  letters  from  the  bilhop  of  Para¬ 
guay  and  Don  Fernand  Arias  de  Saavedra,  go¬ 
vernor  of  that  province ;  and  arrived  there  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1609. 

The  governor  and  bifhop,  it  feems,  had  ju-ft 
ceceived  a  letter  from  his  catholic  m airily,  by 
which  that  prince  nave  them  to  underhand,  that 
It  was  his  abiolute  pleafure  that  no  attempt  fhould 
be  made  to  lubdue  the  Indians  of  Paraguay,  but 

.  .  by 
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by  the  fword  of  the  word  ;  unlefs  they  firft,  with¬ 
out  any  provocation,  committed  hoftilities  againft 
the  Spaniards  ;  that,  otherwife,  none  but  mifli- 
onaries  fhould  be  employed  to  reduce  them,  as  they, 
alone,  could  make  them  fubmit  willingly  to  the 
Spanifh  yoke,  by  making  them  fenfible  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  that  would  attend  fuch  fubmifiion  ;  that 
he  did  net  want  any  forced  homages;  that  he  did 
not  even  mean  to  deprive  thefe  people  of  their  li¬ 
berty  ;  but  merely  to  refeue  them  from  the  lavage- 
nefs  and  libertinifm  in  which  they  lived  ;  make 
them  acquainted  with  the.  true  God  ;  and  engage 
them  to  adore  him  ;  that  he  was  very  ready  to 
admit  them  among  the  number  of  his  fuhjedts, 
but  with  no  other  view  than  that  of  making  them 
happy  •,  and  that  he,  above  all  things,  forbid  the 
Spaniards  to  make  (laves  of  them. 

In  confequence  of  thele  orders,  the  prelate  and 
the  governor  had  agreed  to  engage  Father  Torrez 
to  take  upon  him  the  converfion  of  the  natives ; 
and  it  was  in  order  to  concert  with  him  the  pro- 
pereft  meafures  for  effedring  it,  that  they  had  re¬ 
queued  him  to  lofe  no  time  in  repairing  to  the  Af- 
fumption.  Four  or  five  years  before  this,  Den 
Fernand  had  received  from  his  majefly  a  let¬ 
ter  pretty  much  in  the  fame  (train,  but  merely 
relating  to  the  Guaranis,  to  whom  this  prince 
gave  him  orders  to  fend  immediately  fome  pious, 
fenfible,  and  zealous  mifiionaries  to  compleat  their 
inftruc(ion  ;  with  leave  to  take  from  his.  treafury 
all  the  fums  requifite  to  fupport  fuch  miffionaries, 
and  to  enable  them  to  make  a  folid  eftablifhment 
among  thefe  Indians,  whom  he,  above  all  things, 
enjoined  him  to  fee  treated  in  the  mildefc  manner. 

The  governor  thought  it  his  duty  to  begin  by 
the  Guaranis  n  care  ft  to  the  AiTumption,  among 
whom  there  were  already  fever al  ebriftians  ;  and, 

S  2  there- 
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therefore,  engaged  father  Lewis  de  Bolanos,  the 
moft  llluitrious  difciple  of  St.  Francis  Solano,  to 
take  on  himfelf  the  execution  of  his  majefly’s  in¬ 
tentions,  with  fome  other  religious  of  hi^  order. 
Thde  mifironaries,  accordingly,  had  already  brought 
together  a  great  number  of  the  Affumption 
Guaranis,  and  had  formed  of  them  a  very  flour  idl¬ 
ing  church.  It  was  at  this  time  father  de  Bolanos 
compofed  the  catechifm,  we  have  already  menti¬ 
oned.  Don  Martin  Ignatius  de  Loyola,  after 
causing  it  to  be  examined  by  the  ableft  divines, 
and  the  perfons  bell:  verfed  in  the  Guarani  language, 
of  his  whole  diocefe,  approved  it  in  a  fynod.  Don 
Chriftopher  Arefti,  his  fuccelTor,  caufed  it  to  be 
again  examined  ;  and  not  only  approved  it  after 
this  fecond  fcrutiny,  but  forbid  the  ufe  of  any  other 
catechifm  in  the  Guarani  language. 

There  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  was 
after  the  departure  of  father  Bolanos  for  Peru, 
when  his  fuperiors  had  recalled  him  on  account  of 
his  great  age  and  infirmities,  that  the  -governor 
and  bifliop  of  Paraguay  call  their  eyes  upon  the 
jefu'its  to  take  charge  of  the  Guaranis  near  the  At- 
fumptioii:  and  unite  them  with  the  Indians  of  the 
fame  name,  whom  father  de  Ortega  and  father 
Filds  had  converted  in  the  province  of  Guayra. 
It  is  like  wife  probable,  that  father  de  Torrez,  on 
his  arrival  at  the  Affumption,  appointed  to  this 
million  father  Jofeph  Cataldino,  and  father  Simon 
Macerate,  another  Italian  J-efuit  *,  but  thefe  fathers 
did  not  undertake  it,  till  the  bilhop  and  governor 
had  given  them  full  power  to  form  'all  their  chrif- 
tians  into  towns  ;  to  govern  them  without  any  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  cities,  fortreffes,  or  other  Spa- 
nidi  eftablifhments,  in  whole  neighbourhood  they 
might  fettle  ;  build  churches  in  all  of  them  ;  and 
oppoie,  in  the  king's  name,  all  thole  who  Lou  id, 

on 
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on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  endeavour  to  fubjedt 
thefe  new  chriflians  to  any  perfonal  Per  vice. 

When  father  Cataldino  and  father  Macerata  ar¬ 
rived  in  Guayra,  they  found  but  two  priefls  in 
the  whole  province  *?  one  at  Villarica,  and  the  other 
at  Ciudad  Real  *,  both  too  ignorant  and  irregular 
to  be  of  any  fervice  to  either  Spaniards  or  Indians. 
Accordingly,  many  of  the  Indans,  who  ftill  re¬ 
tained  their  freedom,  were  baptized  without  in-, 
flrudlion  •,  and  many,  of  thole,  whom  the  Spaniards 
had  brought  to  yield  them  perfonal  fervice,  left 
without  any  baptifm  at  all,  though  their  mailers 
never  failed  to  give  them  all,  without1  diftindtion, 
the  names  of  faints  *,  an  abufe,  which,  in  procefs  of 
time,  greatly  perplexed  the  miffionaries,  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  duty,  and  truly  felicitous  to 
comply  with  it. 

After  fome  flay  in  thefe  two  places,  in  order  to 
give  the  inhabitants  that  fpiritual  alfiilance  which 
they  had  fo  long  wanted,  the  two  fathers  prepared 
to  p-urfue  their  defign  of  fettling  in  the  center  cf 
the  Guaranis,  upon  the  Paranapme.  But,  before 
they  could  fet  out,  a  report  happening  to  fpread, 
that  there  was  an  order  from  the  king  not  to  give 
in  command  the  Indians  they  were  going  to 
take  charge  of,  the  fentiments  of  efteem  and  con¬ 
fidence,  of  which  the  Spaniards  had  fo  lately  given 
then  the  greatefl  proofs,  immediately  vanifhed. 
Upon  this,  the  miflionaries,  thinking  it  bed  to  clear 
up  the  affair,  produced  the  orders  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  in  writing,  and  the  powers  given  them  by 
the  bifhop  and  governor  •,  and,  at  the  fame,  un¬ 
dertook  to  make  them  fenfible,  how  conformable 
thefe  orders  and  powers  were  to  the  flricteil  equity 
and  juflice. 

£  -  “  We  do  not  mean,  faid  they,  to  op- 

pofe  thofe  advantages  you  may  draw  from 
the  Indians  in  a  lawful  manner  j  but  you  know  it 

.  .  S  3  '  -  never 
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never  was  the  king’s  intention  that  you  Jhould  com 
fider  them  as  (laves  ,  and  that,  befides,  the  lav/  of 
God  ftrjuftly  forbids  it.  As  to  thofe  we  are  com- 
miftioned  to  gain  over  to  Jefus  Clink,  and  upon 
whom  you  can  have  no  claim,  knee  they  were 
never  conquered  by  force  of  arms,  our  defign  is  ; 
firft,  to  labour  to  make  them  men,  that  we  may 
be  the  better  able  to  make  them  chriftians.  We 
ftiall  then  endeavour  to  induce  them,  from  a  view 
to  their  own  intereft,  to  fubmit  chearfully  to  the 
king  our  fovereign  *,  and  hope,  with  God’s  blefling, 
our  endeavours  will  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  We 
do  not  think  it  lawful  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
their  liberties,  to  which  they  have  a  natural  and  in- 
conteftible  right ;  but  we  v/ill  endeavour  to  make 
them  fenfible,  that  they  render  their  freedom  preju¬ 
dicial  to  themfelves  by  making  a  bad  ule  of  it ,  and 
to  teach  them  to  reftrajn  it  within  juft  bounds.  We 
flatter  ourfelves  with  being  able  to  make  them 
difcover  fuch  great  advantages  in  that  depen- 
dance,  in  which  all  civilized  nations  live,  and  in 
yielding  obedience  to  a  prince,  who  only  defires 
to  be  their  proteblor  and  their  father,  and  procure 
them  the  ineftnn able  blefllno;  of  knowing  the  true 
God,  that  they  will  fubmit  to  the  yoke  with 
joy,  and  blefs  the  day  they  became  his  fubjedls.” 

They,  in  the  next  place,  undertook  to  perfuade 
the  inhabitants,  that,  if  they  underflood  their  own 
intereft,  inftead  of  oppofmg  this  projedl,  they 
would  exert  themfelves  to  make  it  fucceed, 
fince  it  was  the  only  way  to  prevent  the  total 
depopulation  of  a  country,  in  which  it  was  impof- 
fibie  for  them  to  fubfift,  without  the  affiftance  of 
the  natives  to  cultivate  it.  They  afked  them, 
what  was  become  of  thofe  thousands  of  Indians, 
who  had  difappeared  fince  the  firft  difeovery  of 
Paraguay  ;  and  what  other  caufe  could  be  aligned 
for  To  great  a  depopulation,  but  the  inhuman  man¬ 
ner,  in  which  thefe  poor  people  had  been  treated. 

But 
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But  they  foon  difcovered,  that  they  were  fpeaking 
to  men,  who  did  not  chufe  to  be  undeceived  ;  and, 
therefore,  no  longer  thought  of  any  thing  but  the 
means  of  hallening  their  departure.  And,  as  they 
could  expefl  no  guides  from  the  inhabitants  of  Vil- 
larica,  where  they  met  with  all  this  opposition, 
they  applied  for  fome  to  the  Cacique  of  the 
place  where  they  intended  to  make  their  firft  eda^ 
bhfhment. 

The  honed  Cacique  came  himfelf  to  condufl 
them  ;  but  how  great  mud  have  been  his  furprize, 
when,  on  his  fird  appearance  in  the  town,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  loaded  him  with  irons,  and  threw  him  into 
prifon  !  He  did  not,  however,  remain  there  long, 
as  the  two  midionaries  threatened  to  complain,  of 
fo  fcandajous  a  breach  of  hoftdtality  and  common 
judice,  to  the  governor  and  the  bifhop,  and  even 
his  majedy,  if  they  could  not  otherwife  obtain  re¬ 
el  refs.  They  then  let  out  with  their  guide,  and,  after 
travelling  by  land  as  far  as  the  Paranapane,  embark¬ 
ed  on  the  river.  Paranapane,  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  Signifies  Rive r  of  Misfortune  ;  but  we 
are  not  told  how  it  came  to  be  called  fo.  This  ri¬ 
ver  iffues  from  the  mountains  of  Brazil,  and  is  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  waters  of  feveral  others,  of  which  the 
mod  condderable  are  the  Pirape  and  T abaMva,  Its 
banks  are  covered  with  a  great  variety  of  trees,  eft 
pecially  cedars  of  fuch  an  enormous  thicknefs,  and 
io  ftupendous  a  height,  that  one  dngle  trunk  may 
be  converted  into  a  twenty  oar  pirogue. 

The  two  fathers  remounted  the  Paranapane  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Pirape,  where  they  met  two  hun¬ 
dred  Guarani  families  baptized  by  the  Fathers  de 
Ortega  and  Filds,  whom  they  formed  into  a  town, 
by  the  name  of  th c  Loretta.  Theft  Indian  churches 
have  been  dnee  called  Re<iu5Uons,  a  name  ufualiy 
given  in  Peru  to  all  the  'chriftian  towns  formed 
g.ipong  the 


infidels,  and  governed 
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priefts  ;  and  this  name  is  ftill  in  ufe.  Loretto  was 
the  dr  ft  in  Paraguay  to  which  it  was  given.’  As  to 
the  name  of  Toretto  in  particular,  none  could  be 
more  fuitable  to  a  tOvVn,  which  has  proved  the  cra¬ 
dle  of  the  now  fo  flouriihing  chriftian  republic  of 
the  Guaranis.  The  fathers  then  made  a  progrefs  of 
eighty  leagues,  in  which  they  found  twenty  three 
little  villages,  where  there  were  already  feveral  eh  rift 
tians,  and  where  the  reputation  the  jefuits  had 
acquired,  of  being  very  zealous  to  defend  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  Indians,  in  a  fhort  time  difpofed  all 
The  reft  of  the  inhabitants  to  receive  the  gofpel, 
the  fervants  of  God  reprefented  to  them,  how  much 
it  was  their  intereft  to  unite  together,  as,  while 
they  continued  fcattered  up  and  down  the  country 
in  fo  many  little  ftraggling  villages,  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  them  to  defend  their  freedom,  or 
get  inftrudtion. 

These  reprefentations  began  to  work  upon  the 
v  minds  of  the  Indians,  when  the  fathers  faw  all  their 
expeditions  on  the  point  of  being  blafted  by  the 
avarice  of  a  falfe  brother.  An  inhabitant  of  Ciu¬ 
dad  Real  having  offered  to  accompany  them  in 
phis  expedition,  they  chearfully  accepted  his  offer, 
as  they  were  not  as  yet  thorough  mafters  of  the 
Guarani  language,  which  he  underftood  and  fpoke 
perfectly  well.  But  he  had  his  own  views  in  fo 
doing-,  and,  the  better  to  fucceed  in  them,  affedled, 
in  the  beginning,  the  greateft  cliff ntereftedne is.. 
The  fathers,  however,  could  not  help  being  fur- 
prized  at  his  never  returning  to  their  common  ca¬ 
bin  without  wanting  feme  article  or  another  of  his 
little  baggage,  and,  even,  of  Ins  clothes  •  but  they 
kept  their  minds  to  themfclves,  till  one  day,  on  his 
returning  with  nothing  on  but  a  pair  of  drawers, 
they  could  no  longer  refrain  from  afking  him  how 
he  came  to  be  ftript  in  that  manner  ;  when  he  made 
phe  following  anfwer,  tc  You  preach  one  way,  fa- 
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thers  *,  and  I,  another.  You  have  the  gift  of  elo¬ 
quence,  with  which  God  has  not  been  pleafed  to 
favour  me  but  I  endeavour  to  fupply  the  want 
of  it  by  my  works.  I  have  diftributed  every¬ 
thing  I  brought  with  me  among  the  principal  In¬ 
dians  of  the  country,  from  aperfuafion,  that,  when 
I  lhall  have  gained  the  heads  by  my  liberality, 
it  will  be  the  eafier  for  you  to  gain  the  reft  ;  and  I 
believe  the  work  is  already  in  great  forwardhefsff 

The  fathers  made  no  doubt  of  his  havinrn  in 

O  ' 

good  earned,  made  away  with  his  clothes  for  that 
charitable  purpofe  ^  and  began  to  be  fomewhat 
concerned,  that  their  poverty  difabled  them  from 
following  his  example.  Some  time  after  this,  the 
Spaniard  told  them,  that,  as  he  was  no  lunger 
needfary  to  them,  feeing  they  could  explain  them- 
felves  in  the  language  of  the  country  well  enough 
to  be  underftood  without  an  interpreter,  he  begged 
they  would  not  be  offended  at  his  leaving  them  to 
return  home.  They  anfwered,  that  he  was  at  li¬ 
berty  to  do  as  he  thought  proper  ;  and  gave  him  a 
great  many  thanks  for  his  good  offices  •,  but  he 
had  fcarce  turned  his  back,  when  they  dij covered, 
that  he  had  parted  with  nothing  but  to  buy  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  and  was  about  carry  inn  them 
away  as  Haves ,  and  that  the  Indians  fufpedted 
them  of  having  had  a  fhare,  underhand,  in  this  in¬ 
famous  '  commerce.  It  coft  them  no  ifnall  time 
and  trouble  to  remove  the  fufpicicns  of  thefe  poor 
people.  But  they  at  laft  did  it  id  effectually,  that 
moft  of  them  repaired  to  I  oretto. 

The  acceffion  of  inch  numbers  having  rendered 
this  town  rather  too  populous,  a  Cacique,  called 
Atykaya,  made  a  propofal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
forming  another,  a  league  and  a  half  further  up 
the  country  ;  and  they  all  cheerfully  consented  to 
it.  This  fecond  reduction  v/as  called  Saint  Ignatius. 
It  was  foon  found  n^cdlary  to  form  two  more,  for 

the 
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the  reception  of  prpfelyt.es  -5  and  they  peopled  fa 
faft,  that  the  two  jeiuits  immediately  formed  the 
projebt  of  a  chriftian  republic,  which  might,  in  . 
the  heart  of  this  barbarous  country,  revive  the  hap*, 
piefi  days  of  primitive  ehrilfianity. 

Those;,  who  firft  conceived  the  idea  of  this  mm 
portant  undertaking,  and  thole  who  fir  it  approved 
their  views,  thought  it  highly  improper  to  fet 
about  ib  arduous  a'  talk,  till  they  had  made 
thofe,  on  whom  they  depended,  equally  fenfxbl 
bow  lieceffary  it  was  in  order  to  eftablifh  chrif- 
tianity  upon  a  folid  foundation  among  thde 
people  ;  and,  likewife,  what  great  advantages 
might  leafonably  be  expended  from  this  method. 
They,  therefore,  reprefen  ted  to  his  catholic  ma* 
jeftv,  in  his'  council' of  the  Indies;  and  to  the 
governor  and  bifhop  of  Paraguay,  that  the  Jefuits, 
having  taken  great  pains,  knee  their  arrival  in  the 
country,  to  find  out  what  had  retarded  the  pro* 
grefs  of  the  gofpel  among  ib  many  nations,  and 
why  there  even  remained  fuch  flight  traces  of  the 
great  conversions  formerly  mace  among  them, 
imagined  they  had  difeovered  two  principal  cauk 
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or  fo  deplorable  a  .misfortune  ;  the  firft,  that  the 
Spaniards  rendered  the  chrikian  religion  odious  to 
the  natives  of  the  country;  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  behaved,  even  towards  thofe  who  had 
knee  rely  embraced  it ;  the  fecond,  that  while  the 
mlnifters  of  the  gofpel  were  endeavouring  to  com 
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yin  ye  the  infidels  of  its  holinds,  feveral  of  thofe 
who  openly  profeffed  it,  fo  far  from  following  its 
maxims,  difnonoured  it  by  a  licentious  life,  and 
discredited  it  by  the  unoft  crying  acts  of  injuftice 
whence  they  concluded,  that,  before  they  under¬ 
took  to  convert  thde  Indians  to  the  faith,  it  was 
abibUitcly  neceffarv  to  authorize  them  to  fee  lire  all 
thofe  they  were  font  to,  from  the  tyranny  and  bad 
example  of  the  old  dinfliians, 

Byr^ 
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But,  as  the  fird  fufpieions,  the  Spaniards  con¬ 
ceived  of  this  defign  of  the  mifiionaries,  had 
exaiperated  a  great  number  of  them  againfl  thefe 
fathers,  though  they  Iblemnly  declared,  that  they 
had  no  Indians  in  view,  but  fuch  as  had  not  been 
yet  reduced  ;  or  fuch  as  had  entirely  thrown  off 
the  yoke,  and  the  Spaniards  could  have  no 
hopes  of  putting  it  on  again  ;  they  were  obliged 
to  add,  that  they  would  take  upon  them  to  en¬ 
gage  all  the  Indians,  that  fhould  fubmit  to  their 
conduct,  to  acknowledge  his  catholic  majedy 
for  their  fovereign,  and  fwear  the  mod  unli- 
mited  obedience  to  him,  as  a  much  more  folid  and 
.  equitable  manner  of  making  conquefLs  than  that 
of  arms ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  much  more  bene^ 
ficial,  fince  the  old  fubjefls  could  not  be  either  lei- 
fened  or  impoverifhed  by  it. 

Philip  III  approved  the  propofal,  and  autho¬ 
rized  it  by  refcr-ipts,  which  all  his  fucceffors  have 
confirmed.  But  it  was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  fuch  a 
privilege  vcould  inevitably  fubjed  the  miflionaries 
who  had  obtained  it,  to  many  contradictions  from 
thefe,  with  whofe  avarice  it  interfered;  fo  that,  how 
great  foever  their  courage  mnft  have  been  lb 
readily  to  expofe  themfelves  to  hunger,  third,  and 
fatigue,  and  even  the  mod  cruel  death  ;  and  all 
merely  with  a  view  of  civilizing  and  convert¬ 
ing  the  mod  cruel  and  dupid  lavages  ;  it  mud  have 
been  dill  greater,  to  bear  the  fevered  perfecutions 
and  the  mod  atrocious  calumnies,  even  from  the 
do  medics  of  the  faith  and  their  countrymen  ; 
and,  what  was  worfe,  the  ride  of  feeing,  as  it  has 
often  happened,  the  labours  of  feverat  years  de- 
droyed,  perhaps  in  a  few  hours ;  and  yet  be  always 
ready  to  begin  again  with  redoubled  ardour, 

As  foon  as  the  two  mifdonaries  had  edablifhed 
tolerable  order  in  the  four  reductions  I  jud  now 
pnentioned5  by  regulations  fulled  to  the  capacity  of 

the 
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the  inhabitants,  they  began  to  find  it  necefiaiy  to 
take  fome  meafures  for  enabling  the  new  chriftians 
to  engage,  with  equal  arms,  a  neft  of  defperadoes,’ 
who  were  no  lefs  the  enemies  of  the  Spaniards  ^  and 
the  measures  they  took  fucceeded  fo  well,  that, 
for  more  than  an  age  paid,  imtead  of  being  at¬ 
tacked  themfelves,  they  have  always  been  in  the 
hands  of  their  fellow  fubjeifts  the  Spaniards,  the 
fecureft  barrier  againft  their  enemies :  and  in  thofe 
of  their  common  fovereign,  a  moil  faithful  mi¬ 
litia  to  keep  within  bounds  his  other  fubjects  ^ 
and  all  at  the  firii  notice  without  receiving  any 
eonfideration  from  either.  But,  we  may  very  well 
Imagine,  that  fo  fine  an  eftablifhment  could  attain, 
only  by  degrees,  that  point  of  perfection,  at  which 
I  am  now  going  to  reprefent  it,  on  the  faith  of  the 
moil  authentic  teftimonies  *. 

It  is  an  error,  (not  committed,  however,  by  any 
of  thofe,  who  have  examined  with  their  own  eyes 
what  paffes  in  this  chriftian  republic,  and  who  are 
moft  concerned  not  to  f niter  themfelves  to  be  im- 
jpofed  upon,)  that  the  Jeluits  are  fo  much  the  mai¬ 
lers  there,  that  the  Neophytes  acknowledge  no 
authority  but  theirs.  The  countenance  this  error 
lias  met  with,  aimoft  every  where,  and  (till  meets 
with  among  a  certain  ciafs  of  people,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  reienttrient  of  fome  private  per- 
fons,  on  not  being  able  to  obtain,  that  thefe  chrifti¬ 
ans  fhoul'd  be  given  in  command,  like  all  the  other 
new  chriftians  of  Paraguay.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  kings  of  Spain  have  not  only  always  had  as 
much  authority  in  all  the  reductions,  as  in  any 
other  part  of  their  empire  in  America,  but  that 


* 

tori., 

¥oya 

the 

bi&( 


Doftor  Francis  Xarqne,  in  his  eighth  book.  M.  Mu  ra¬ 
in  his  C hrijti anijimo  fell ce .  Don  Antonio  Uiloa,  in  his 
ge  to  fouth  America.  The  decree  of  Philip  V.  date4 
28  th  of  decern  her,  1743  ;  and  the  letters  of  fever  at 
;ps  a&d  governors,  who  vifited  them. 
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they  no  where  have  more  dutiful  fubjefls,  or 


je6fcs  who  more  punctually  execute  their  orders* 
than  the  Indians  who  compote  them. 

Their  fubmiffion  is  even  fo  much  the  3efs  to 
be  fufpedled,  as  it  is  quite  voluntary,  and  founded 
entirely  on  principles  of  religion,  and  fuch  a  re¬ 
gard  to  their  own  welfare  as  was  never  judged  to 
clafh  with  it.  Their  midionaries,  in  proportion 
as  they  formed  them  into  towns,  after  drawing 
them  from  their  woods  and  mountains,  and  made 
them  open  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  the  golpel, 
never  failed  to  invite  them  to  declare  themfelves 
fubjefls,  or  vaffals,  as  the  catholic  kings  exprefs 
it  in  their  referipts,  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  by 
fhewing  them  that  it  was  their  duty  in  gratitude  fo 
to  do,  and  the  only  fure  method  of  fecuring  their 
liberty,  and  thofe  new  bje  flings  with  which  they 
began  to  be  acquainted.  I  need  not  obferve,  that, 
to  obtain  this  ^point  from  barbarians  accuftomed 
not  to  acknowledge  any  authority  upon  earth,  not 
even  that  of  their  Caciques,  but  juft  as  far  as  it 
fuited  their  own  humour,  it  was  neceftary  to  difpofe 
them  by  degrees,  for  fuch  a  facrifice ;  and  that 
their  acquiefcence,  after  all,  muft  have  been  in  a 
great  meafure  the  fruit  of  that  love  and  confidence, 
their  fathers  in  Jefus  Chrift  found  means  to  ac¬ 
quire  among  them,  by  lacrificing  themfelves  on 
every  occafion  to  defend  their  interefts. 

The  war  which  thefe  Indians,  in  a  fhort  time 
after  their  converfion,  had  to  fu.pport  againft;  the 
Portuguese  of  Brazil,  obliged  their  paftors  to  pro¬ 
ceed  a  ftep  further.  The  impoflibilily,  in  which 
thefe  fathers  faw  them,  to  hold  out  againft  lb 
powerful  an  enemy,  authorized  them, to  fugged  to 
their  converts,  that,  in  order  to  make  it  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  fpare  nothing  to 
protecl  them,  it.  was  requiute,  that,  inftead  of  con¬ 
fining  themfelves  to  a  Ample  declaration  of  vai- 

fallage. 
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fallage,  they  fhould  take  an  oath  of  unlimited 
obedience  to  him,  which  they  need  not  fear  his 
majefty  would  every  abufe  to  opprefs  them,  fince 
he  had  declared,  that  he  intended  to  confider. 
them  lefs  as  his  vaffals,  than  as  his  children  ;  and 
they  cheerfully  confented  to  the  propofal.  As 
long,  however,  as  the  war  1  ailed,  it  was  not  con¬ 
fident  with  policy  or  juflice,  confidering  their 
great  poverty,  and  the  extremities  to  which  they 
were  often  reduced,  to  fpeak  to  them  of  any  tri¬ 
bute  ;  and,  accordingly,  none  was  mentioned  to 
them  till  the  year  1649,  when  Philip  IV.  having 
honoured  them  with  the  title  of  his  moil  faithful 
vaffals,  and  added  to  this  favour  the  greateft 
marks  of  confidence,  by  declaring  them  the  bar¬ 
rier  of  Paraguay  againfl  Brazil,  lately  detached 
from  the  crown  of  Spain  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
volution  of  Portugal ;  and  againfl  the  Indian  na¬ 
tions,  enemies  to  the  Spaniards.  Then,  indeed, 
his  majefty,  after  renewing  the  privilege  which  ex¬ 
empted  them  from  every  fervice  but  his  own,  and 
from  the  tribute  paid  by  the  other  Indians,  requir¬ 
ed,  that,  for  the  future,  the  men  from  eighteen 
to  fifty,  and  they  only  fhould  pay  a  crowm  a  head 
It  was  the  Count  of  Salvatierra,  viceroy  of  Peru, 
that  regulated  this  tribute  by  his  majefty’s  or¬ 
ders.  After  all,  we  are  not  judge  of  their  loy¬ 
alty  and  public  fpirit  by  this  tribute.  The  fer- 
vices  which  they  have  been  fince  conftantly  ren¬ 
dering,  and  of  which  we  fli all  often  have  occafion 
to  fpeak  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory,  and  thofe  they 
ilill  continue  to  render,  to  their  fovereign  and  his 
Spanifh  fubjedls,  without  receiving  any  pay,  con- 
fideration,  or  even  fubfiflence,  are  inch,  as,  when 
juflly  eftimated,  greatly  exceed  the  tribute  exacted 
from  any  other  vaffals  of  the  Spanifh  dominions. 


*  Un  prfo  tie  echo  reales 


All 
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All  thefe  regulations  were  again  confirmed,  in 
*  663,  by  a  decree  of  the  fame  prince  Philip  IV, 
who  ordered,  that  the  pennons  allowed  out  of  the 


royal  treafury,  for  the  iupport  of  a  mifBcnary  in 
each  reduction,  Ihoald  be  paid  out  of  this  tri¬ 
bute  ;  for,  when  there  are  two  in  a  reduction, 
which  is  often  the  cafe,  and  aimed  always  necef- 


fary,  the  fecond  is  fupported  by  his  brethren  of 
the  province,  as  are  likewife  the  two  general  fm 
periors  of  the  mifiionaries,  one  of  whom  refides  in 
the  reductions  of  the  Parana,  and  the  other  in 


thole  of  the  Uraguay.  In  1711,  Philip  V,  be¬ 
fore  whom  there  had  been  laid  a  long  memorial* 
‘in  which  the  fmallnefs  of  this  tribute,  compared 
with  that  of  the  other  Indians,  being  five  crowns 
a  head,  was  greatly  infilled  upon,  forbid,  notwith- 
ftanding,  any  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  regu¬ 
lations  already  eftablifhed.  Nay,  his  majefly,  on 
being  told  by  feme  bufy  courtier,  that  this  flight 
tribute  was  not  exactly  paid,  knowing  the  infinu- 
arion  to  be  falfe,  not  only  recommended,  in  the 
ft rongeft:  terms,  the  Indians  of  the  reductions  to 
Don  Bruno  Maurice  cle  Zavala,  whom  he,  in  the 
year  1616,  appointed  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
but  charged  him  to  give  them  his  royal  word,  that 
lie  would  'never  require  any  greater  acknowledge¬ 


ment  from  them. 

In  two  decrees  of  Plilip  IV,  dated  in  1650  and 
1652,  the  reductions,  we  are  fpeaking  of,  are  de¬ 
clared  Do  brines.  This  is  a  name  given,  in  Spaniih 
America,  to  the  cures  or  parishes,  according  to  the 
ff  riel  meaning  of  that  word ;  and  the  royal  au¬ 
dience  of  Ch areas  is  likewife  ordered  to  caufe  to  be 
obferved  in  thefe  doftrines  the  right  of  royal  pa¬ 
tronage.  This  right,  however,  did  not  take  place- 
in  them,  till  the  year  1654,  when  there  hTued  a 
third  decree,  by  which  his  majefly  declared,  that, 
for  the  future,  there  very  reductions  fhoulcl  be  on 

-  the 
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the  fame  footing  with  the  other  dodrines  ;  that 
the  provincial  of  the  Jefuits,  or,  in  his  abfence, 
the  fuperior  of  the  millions,  each  in  his  refpec- 
tive  department,  fhould  prefen t,  at  the  departure 
or  death  of  any  mifiionary,  three  Jefuits  to  the 
governor  of  the  province,  who,  in  quality  of  vice- 
patron,  was  to  ehufe  one  of  them  ;  and  that,  if 
the  Jefuits  fhould  refufe  to  fubmit  to  this  regula¬ 
tion,  then  the  governor,  in  ccnjund'ion  with  the 
bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  might  name  to  thefe  cures 
other  fecular  or  regular  priefts. 

But  I  mu  it  obferve,  that  this  regulation  was 
made  in  the  moft  critical  circumftances,  that  the 
jefuits  ever  found  themfelves  in  lince  their  firfl 
eflablifhment  in  Paraguay.  AH  Spain,  and  even 
all  Europe,  fwarmed  with  the  moft  flocking  me¬ 
morials  againfl  thefe  miffionaries,  which  were  dif- 
perfed  by  thepartizans  of  Don  Bernardin  de  Car¬ 
denas,  bifhop  of  the  AfTumption  ;  and  one  of  the 
charges,  which  this  prelate  and  his  folicitor  at  the 
court  of  Spain  brought  againfl  them,  with  the 


greateft  confidence,  'was,  that,  in  their  new  reduc¬ 
tions,  they,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  de¬ 
frauded  the  king’s  revenue.  This  accufation  the 
jefuits  anfwered  in  a  very  fatisfadory  manner,  as 
foon  as  the  general  terms,  in  which  it  was  con¬ 
ceived,  would  admit.  Befides,  the  nobleman, 
who  then  prefided  in  the  council  of  the  Indies, 
happened  to  be  their  enemy  ;  and  it  wras  this 
c ire um fiance,  more  than  any  other,  that  gave  occa- 
fioii  to  the  three  decrees,  now  mentioned. 


In  the  two  fir  ft  of  thefe  pieces,  which  were  ad- 
drefled  to  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  the  king 
left  the  provincial  of  the  jefuits  at  liberty  to  change 
the  parifli  priefts,  as  often  as  he  thought  proper, 
without  beinp-  fo  much  as  obliged  to  give  his  rea- 

o  o  o 

fons  for  fo  doing;  but  on  the  fame  condition  of 
propofmg  to  the  governor  three  other  jefuits  to  re¬ 
place 
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place  him  •,  ancl  the  royal  audience  having  com* 
municated  thefe  orders  to  the  governor  of  Para¬ 
guay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  in  which  the  Reductions 
are  lituated,  thefe  officers  gave  notice  of  it  to  the 
provincial  of  the  jefuits,  who  chearfully  fubmitted 
to  his  majefty's  pleafure. 

Those,  who  had  brought  upon  the  jefuits  thefe 
manes  of  his  majefty’s  diffidence,  little  expeCted 
they  would  fo  readily  and  refpeCtfully  fubmit  to 
them  ;  for  they  were  meant  as  a  fnare  to  lurprize  the 
loyalty  of  thefe  fathers,  who  were  too  wife  to  give 
in  to  it.  They  knew  full  well,  and  we  ffiall  fee 
manifold  proofs  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory, 

*  that  had  they  anfwered  by  faying,  as  they  might 
without  expofing  themfelves  to  be  contradicted* 
that  it  was  againft  their  inftitute  to  polfefs  lay 
cures,  their  Reductions  would  have  been  fpeedily 
deferred  ^  they  did  not  even  make  any  reprefenta- 
tions  on  the  occafion  ;  but  their  prompt  fubmiffion 
had  a  greater  effect,  than  could  be  expeCted  from 
the  ftrongeft.  !They  are  not  wanting  in  any  thing 
they  owe  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces  and 
biihops  of  the  diocefes,  in  which  they  have  any  In¬ 
dians  under  their  care,  “  but  as  among  the  three 
perfons,  (fays  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  in  his  voy¬ 
age  to  South  America,  Vol.  ii.  B.  i.  Chap.  15.)  re¬ 
commended  on  fuch  occafions  to  the  governor, 
there  will  of  confequence  be  one,  whole  virtues 
and  talents  render  him  moil  fit  for  the  office ; 
and,  as  no  betterjudges  of  this  can  be  flippoled, 
than  the  provincials  of  the  order,  the  governor 
and  bifhop  have  receded  from  their  undoubted 
rights  ^  and  the  provincials  always  collate  and 
prefer  thofe  whofe  merits  are  mod  confpicuous.’5 
It  is  not,  therefore,  furprizing,  if  we  find  the  word 
Reduction  as  often  ufed,  as  that  of  doChine,  in  the 
laft  fchedules  and  referipts  of  the  kings  of  Spain.  , 
Vol,  I.  ‘  T  ~  1 
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I  have  already  inftnuated,  that  there  are  gene¬ 
rally  two  jefuits  in  every  town.  The  fecond  is  almoft 
always  a  mifiionary  newly  arrived  from  Europe, 
or  a  young  prieft,  who  has  juft  ftnifhed  his  ftudies 
in  the  univerfity  of  Corduba.  He,  at  once,  atfts 
as  vicar  under  the  parifti  prieft,  and  learns  to 
fpeak  the  Indian  language.  It  is  even  fometimes 
found  requifite  to  have  a  third  prieft ;  as,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  when  any  epidemical  ficknefs  rages  in  a 
town ;  a  thing  that  often  happens,  and  without 
which  this  republick  would  be  twice  more  popu¬ 
lous.  On  thefe  occafions,  the  Reductions  are  no 
better  than  large  hofpitals  ♦,  and  two  priefts  would 
never  be  able  to  vifit  the  ftck,  adminifter  the 
facraments  to  them,  and  bury  the  dead.  But,  what¬ 
ever  the  number  of  priefts  maj  be,  there  reigns 
among  them  the  moil  perfect  fubordination. 
The  parifh  prieft:  is  conftantly  the  fuperior ; 
and,  as  he  has  always  about  him  ftx  children  def- 
tined  for  the  ft i vice  of  the  church,  his  houfe  looks 
like  a  little  convent,  where  every  thing  is  done  by 
found  of  bell.  Himfelf,  though  eftabliftied  in  the 
king’s  name,  depends,  in  all  things,  on  the  fuperior 
of  the  million,  who  is  conftantly  employed  in  vi- 
fiting  the  pariihes  under  his  care  *,  and  on  his  pro  ¬ 
vincial,  whofe  vifits  are  likewife  regular,  fo  that 
Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa  has  not  faid  too  much,  in 
reprefenting  all  thefe  miffionaries  as  compoftng 
one  Angle  and  well  regulated  family. 

The  fathers,  on  their  fide,  repay  thefe  tefthno- 
nies  of  efteem  and  aftefiion  by  a  perpetual  flow  of 
more  than  paternal  tendernefs,  “  The  moft  labori¬ 
ous  part,  (fays  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,)  of  the  duty 
belonging  to  the  priefts,  is  to  vifit,  perfonally,  the 
**  chacaras  or  plantations  of  the  Indians  ^  and  in 
this  they  are  remarkably  fedulous,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  ill  confequences  of  that  flothful  difpofition 
&  natural  to  the  Guaranis,  who,  were  they  not 

fre- 
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frequently  roufed  and  dimulated  by  the  prefence 
of  the  pried,  would  abandon  their  work,  or,  at 
lead:  perform  it  in  a  very  fuperficial  manner.  He 
alfo  attends  at  the  public  daughter  houfe,  where, 
every  day,  they  kill  fome  of  the  cattle  *,  large  herds 
of  which  are  kept  for  the  public  ufe  by  the  Indians. 
The  flefh  of  thefe  beads  is,  dealt  out  by  the 
prieds,  proportionable  to  the  number  of  perfons 
each  family  confids  of,  fo  that  every  one  has  a  fuf- 
ficiency  to  fupply  the  calls  of  nature,  but  nothing 
for  wade.  He  alfo  vifit$  the  lick,  to  fee  that  they 
want  for  nothing,  and  are  attended  with  that  care 
and  tendernefs  their  condition  requires.  Thefe 
charitable  employments  take  up  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  day,  as  often  to  leave  him  no  time  for  abid¬ 
ing  the  father  coadjutor  in  the  fervices  of  the 
church.” 

The  number  of  redu&ions  is,  atprefent,  thirty, 
of  which  the  -  thirteen,  neared  to  the  Parana  are 
within  the  cliocefe  of  the  Affumption.  They 
were  within  the  government  of  Paraguay,  till 
the  year  1726,  when,  for  reafons  I  lhall  mention 
hereafter,  Philip  V.  directed  provifionally  and  till 
further  orders,  that  they  fhould  be  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Some 
time  after  this,  the  governors  not  only  gave  the 
Neophytes  fome  uneafinefs  in  regard  to  their  tri¬ 
bute  ;  but  drenuoufly  folicited  the  king  to  increafe 
it.  But  his  majedy,  far  from  complying  with 
their  reprelentations,  iffued  a  decree  dated  the  28th 
of  December  1743,  to  forbid  any  addition  to  be 
made  to  it.  He  even  declared,  that  he  forgave  the 
Neophytes  the  dims  they  might  then  happen  to  owe 
his  treafury  *,  and  gave  orders  to  inform  them,  that 
it  was  to  acknowledge  their  loyalty,  and  their  impor¬ 
tant  fervices,  he  granted  them  this  indulgence. 

These  fervices,  which  we  fhall  likewile  fpeak 
of,  as  occalion  offers,  added  to  what  the  Spaniards 
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are  often  expoled  to  fuffer  from  the  unconquered  or 
revolted  Indians,  are  a  proof,  which,  from  day  to 
day,  becomes  more  glaring,  that  it  was  the  intereft 
of  all  the  Europeans  to  treat  the  people  of  America 
in  the  fame  manner,  in  which  the  jefuits  of  Para¬ 
guay  have  treated  them,  though  they  have  been 
often  charged  with  it,  and  even  perfecuted  for  it,  as  a 
capital  crime.  But  what  proves  ftill  better,  the  in¬ 
veteracy  with  which  their  defigns  have  been  tra- 
verfed,  is,  that  while  the  Indians,  under  other  re¬ 
ligious  and  fome  fecular  priefts,  were  exempt 
from  paying  tythes  to  their  bilhops,  the  jefuits  alone 
were  attacked  on  that  fcore  An  edict  was  even 
obtained,  in  1 694,  by  which  they  were  ordered  to 
pay  them.  But  the  chapter  of  the  Afiumption, 
having  reprefented  to  the  council,  that  no  tythes  had 
ever  been  required  from  the  other  Indians,  though 
better  able  to  pay  them,  the  council  voted,  that  it 
would  be,  perhaps,  dangerous  to  infill  upon  their 
compliance.  In  procefs  of  time,  however,  fome 
perfons  were  for  having  Don  Jofeph  Paralta, 
hiffiop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  exact  the  tithes  of  the 
feventeen  reductions  within  his  diocefe  *,  but  this  pre¬ 
late  very  prudently  anfwered,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  him  to  think  of  loading  them  with  any  fuch  bur¬ 
den,  as  long  as  he  had  ocular  demonftration  of 
their  being  no  way  able  to  fupport  it. ' 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  the  interior 
government  of  the  reductions  depends  chiefly 
upon  the  miffionaries.  The  limited  underflanding 
of  their  Neophytes  requires,  that  they  fliould  enter 
into  all  their  affairs,  and  direct  them  in  ‘  their 
temporal  as  well  as  in  their  fpiritual  concerns. 
Every  town,  however,  has  the  fame  officers  of  jui- 
tice  and  of  police  with  the  fpanifh  towns  ;  a  cor- 
regidor,  regidors,  and  alcades,  all  chofen  by  the 
Indians  themfeives  with  the  affiilance  of  their 
miffionaries  j  but  afterwards  confirmed  by  the 
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flip  re  me  governor  of  the  province.  As,  however, 
there  is  no  laying  any  great  ftrefs  on  the  capa¬ 
city  of  thefe  officers,  they  are  not  permitted 
to  decide  any  thing  of  importance,  and  much 
lefs  inflict  any  punifliment,  without  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  their  pallors.  The  punifhments,  after 
all,  confift  in  nothing  but  prayers,  failing,  con¬ 
finement,  and  fometimes  whipping ;  thefe  Neophy¬ 
tes  commuting  no  faults  that  deferve  any  feverer 
animadverfion.  Before  confinement,  care  is  taken 
to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  faults  in  the  mildeft 
manner  ;  a  talk  no  way  difficult,  confidering  the 
goodnefs  of  their  difpofition.  Accordingly,  not 
*  one  of  them  has  ever  been  known  to  prove  refrac¬ 
tory  under  it,  or  exprefs  the  lead:  refentment  againfl 
his  judges.  “  Indeed  the  love  and  veneration,  fays 
Don  Antonio  Ulloa,  the  Indians  pay  their  pallors, 
are  fo  great,  that  could  they  be  guilty  of  enjoining 
an  unjufl  puniffiment,  the  fuffering  party  would 
impute  it  to  his  own  demerits,  being  firmly  per- 
fuacled  that  the  priefts  never  do  any  thing  without 
a  fufficient  reafon.”  To  conclude,  there  is  in  every 
town  a  Cacique,  who  is,  as  it  were,  the  governor 
in  chief ;  but  he  attends  to  little,  but  military  affairs. 
He  is,  however,  exempt  from  tribute,  as  is  like- 
wife  his  eldefl  fon. 

It  has  been  judged  requifite  to  ufe  the  greatest 
precautions,  to  hinder  thefe  new  chriflians  from 
having  any  correfpondence  with  the  Spaniards  ;  fo 
that  no  Spaniards  are  permitted  to  enter  their 
towns,  but  fuch  as  wait  on  the  bifhop  and  gover¬ 
nor.  The  neceffity  of  this  precaution,  befides  be¬ 
ing  proved  by  experience,  mull  appear  to  any  one 
who  has  the  ieafl  opportunity  of  confidering  the 
wide  difference  between  thefe  Neophytes,  and  thofe 
in  whofe  favour  it  has  not  been  obferveu.  T he 
miffionary  fathers  will  not  now  allow,  fays  Don  An¬ 
tonio  de  Ulloa,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peru  to 
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converfe  with  their  Indians,  the  decline  of  Tome  of 
the  latter,  from  their  primitive  happinefs  and  piety 
being  found  to  proceed  entirely  from  too  open  an 
intercourfe  between  them  and  the  latter. 

Nay,  their  pallors  have,  as  yet,  in  a  manner, 
hindered  them  from  fpeaking  fpanifh,  barely  teach¬ 
ing  the  children,  in  general,  to  read  and  write 
in  that  language  ;  and  thole  alone  are  taught  to 
read  and  write  the  latin,  who  are  deftmed  to  fing 
in  the  churches  *,  but,  whatever  they  are  applied  to, 
they  take  it  up  in  a  furprizing  manner.  To  hear 
them  read  thefe  languages,  one  would  imagine  they 
underflood  them  peifeilly  well ;  and  as  to  writing 
them,they  copy  manufcripts  in  them  without  a  fin- 
gle  fault,  and  in  a  very  fine  hand.  There  is  actually 
a  very  large  one  of  their  copying  at  Madrid,  which 
would  do  honour  to  the  bell  copiers  of  Europe, 
both  in  point  of  beauty  and  exadtnefs.  The 
motive  which  hindered  the  miffionaries  from  going 
greater  lengths  with  them,  was,  that  they  nerer 
left  home,  on  any  military  expedition,  or  to  carry 
on  the  king’s  works,  without  a  miffionary  to  ferve 
them,  not  only  as  chaplain,  but  likewife  as 
interpreter.  Befides,  their  manners  could  hardly 
efcape  corruption,  were  they  to  communicate  with 
the  Spaniards.  Philip  V,  however,  fearing  that 
this  referve  might  be  interpreted  to  the  disad¬ 
vantage  of  the  jefuits,  ordered,  by  his  decree  of 
the  20th  of  December  1743,  that  they  fhould  be 
all  taught  to  fpeak  fpanifh.  But,  confidering  their 
great  reludlance  to  learn  this  language,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  majeily’s  orders  will,  it  is  probable,  be 
attended  with  very  great  difficulties. 

We  have  already  often  obferved,  that  thefe  In¬ 
dians  are,  by  nature, of  a  very  limited  capacity,  and 
underhand  nothing,  but  what  immediately  falls 
under  the  fenfes.  This  dullnefs  of  apprehenfion 
appeared  to  the  firft  miffionaries,  to  fall  little  fhort 
pi  downright  ftupidity  *,  and  they,  accordingly,  re¬ 
mained 
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mained  in  fufpenfe  for  fome  time,  whether  it  was 
proper  to  adminifter  to  them  any  facrament,  but 
that  of  baptifm.  But,  being  too  wife  to  decide  for 
themfeives  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confequence, 
they  coniulted  the  bifhops  of  Peru  afiembled  in 
council  at  Lima  ;  and  received  for  anfwer,  that  they 
fhould  be  very  cautious  how  they  admitted  them 
to  the  other  facraments.  It  loon,  however,  plainly 
appeared,  that  the  interior  mailer,  who  gives  under- 
Handing,  when  he  pieafes,  to  infants,  communi¬ 
cated  himfelf  in  a  fenfible  manner  to  thefe  new 
chriftians.  And,  perhaps,  there  never  appeared  a 
more  convincing  proof,  that  our  holy  religion  is 
the  only  true  one  ;  fince,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
implants  in  the  heart  the  moil  noble  and  elevated 
fentiments,  it  proportionally  opens  and  improves 
the  underftanding. 

They  fucceed,  as  it  were  by  inftindt,  in  all  the 
arts,  to  which  they  are  applied  ;  but,  then,  they 
have  been  applied  to  fuch  only,  as  were  thought 
requifite  to  exempt  them  from  the  neceffity  of 
having  recourfe  to  foreign  affiftance.  As  yet,  they 
have  not  difcovered  any  talent  for  invention  *,  but 
they  were  foon  obferved  to  poftefs  that  of  imita¬ 
tion  in  a  fovereign  degree.  It  is  enough,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  to  fhew  them  a  crucifix,  a  candleftick,  a  cencer  ; 
and  give  them  materials  for  making  others.  They 
copy  them  fo  well,  that  it  is  no  eaiy  matter  to  dif- 
tinguifh  their  work  from  the  pattern.  They  have 
been  known  to  make,  on  bare  infpefcion,  the  moft 
intricate  organs  ,  as  alfo  aflronomical  fpheres, 
turkey  carpets,  and  other  moft  curious  manufac¬ 
tures.  They  engrave  upon  Lafs,  after  giving  it  a 
due  polifh,  all  the  figures  traced  before  them. 
They  have  naturally  a  juft  air,  and  an  uncommon 
tafte  for  mufick  ;  and  touch,  as  well  as  make,  to 
admiration,  all  forts  of  mulical  inftruments.  Fa¬ 
ther  Cattaneo,  whom  I  have  already  cited,  allures 
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us,  that  he  has  feen  a  child  not  more  than  twelve 
perform  on  the  harp,  with  a  fure  and  eafy  hand, 
the  mod  difficult  anthems  of  Bologna.  They 
have,  betides,  a  lweet  and  fonorous  pipe,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  J  have  already  laid,  is  attributed  to 
the  waters  of  their  rivers.  Thefe  uncommon  talents 
for  mufic  engaged  the  millionaires  to  ettablifh  choirs 
in  all  their  churches  ;  experience  having  fhewn, 
that  nothing  contributes  more  to  infpire  them  with 
devotion  *,  give  them  a  ftrong  liking  to  divine  fer- 
vice  ;  and  make  them  more  readily  comprehend 
the  inftrudions  proper  for  them,  which,  for  this 
purpofe,  have  been  all  fet  to  mufick. 

This  natural  tafte  for  mufick  was,  likewife,  of 
great  fervice  in  helping  to  people  the  firft  Reduc¬ 
tions.  For  the  jefuits,  having  obferved  in  their 
journeys  by  water,  that,  as  foon  as,  to  recreate  them- 
felves  in  an  innocent  and  holy  manner,  they  began 
to  fing  any  fpkitual  canticle,  crowds  of  Indians 
flocked  to  the  banks,  and  feemed  to  take  a  parti¬ 
cular  liking  to  their  mufick,  they  improved  the 
opportunity  to  explain  to  them  the  fubjebt  of  their 
fongs  ;  when,  as  if  the  melody  had  changed  their 
hearts,  and  rendered  them  fufceptible  of  the  fenti- 
ments,  with  which  the  fathers  longed  to  infpire 
them,  they  eafily  prevailed  on  the  poor  creatures 
to  follow  them  *,  and  gradually  infinuated  into  their 
hearts  the  moil:  elevated  fentiments  of  religion  *, 
thus  realizing  in  thefe  favage  countries,  what 
fable  relates  of  Amphion  and  Orpheus. 

Every  Reduction  has  two  fchools.  In  one,  the 
children  learn  to  read  and  write  ;  in  the  other, 
to  dance,  fing,  and  play  upon  all  the  inftruments 
permitted  to  be  ufed  in  divine  fervice,  which  they 
do,  like  the  birds,  as  it  were  by  inftindt.  Don 
Antonio  de  Ulloa  fays,  that  fome  of  them  are  taught 
latin,  and  learn  it  very  well  *,  but,  I  believe,  all  their 
knowledge  of  it  coniiits  in  reading  and  pronounc¬ 
ing  it  correctly.  Father  Cattaneo  was  furprized* 

at 
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at  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  to  fee  a  young  Neo¬ 
phyte  afcend  the  pulpit  in  the  refectory  of  the  col¬ 
lege  there,  in  order  to  read  in  meal  time  ;  but  more 
fo,  to  hear  him  read  both  the  latin  and  fpanifh  lan¬ 
guages,  as  well  as  if  he  was  perfectly  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  both. 

There  are,  every  where,  workfhops  for  gild¬ 
ers,  painters,  and  fculptors  ;  gold,  filver,  and  other 
fmiths  ;  clockmakers,  carpenters,  joiners,  weavers, 
and  founders  ;  in  a  word,  for  ail  the  arts  and 
trades,  that  can  be  ufeful  to  them.  As  foon  as  the 
children  are  old  enough  to  begin  to  work,  they 
are  taken  to  thefe  workfhops,  and  applied  to  thebufi- 
•  nefs  which  they  exprefs  the  greatefl  liking  for,  from 
a  perfuafion,  that  art  is  to  be  guided  by  nature. 
Their  firfl  maflers  were  lay  brother  jefuits,  lent 
for  on  purpole  to  inflrudt  them.  Sometimes,  the 
fathers  themfelves  have  been  obliged  to  drive  the 
plow,  and  handle  the  fpade,  to  initiate  them  in 
huibandry  ;  and  engage  them,  by  their  example,  to 
cultivate  the  earth  ;  to  fow  and  to  reap.  To  con¬ 
clude,  thefe  Neophytes'  have  built,  after  defigns 
furnilhed  them  by  the  jefuits,  fuch  churches,  as 
would  not  difgrace  the  greatefl  cities  in  Spain  or 
Peru,  either  in  regard  to  the  beauty  of  their  flruc- 
ture,  or  the  richnefs  and  good  taile  of  their  facred 
veffels  and  ornaments  of  every  kind. 

This  is  not  the  cafe  with  their  houfes.  For  a 
great  many  years,  nothing  could  be  more  mean 
and  fimple,  being  built  with  canes  covered  with 
plaifler;  without  window  or  chimney;  without 
feats  or  beds ;  in  a  manner,  without  any  furni¬ 
ture.  The  whole  family  fat  on  the  floor ;  and 
lay  in  hammocks,  which  were  not  to  be  feen  in 
the  day  time  ;  the  fmoke  of  the  fires,  which 
they  made  in  the  center  of  their  cabins,  had  no 
iiTue,  nor  the  light  of  the  fun  anv  entrance,  but  by 
the  door.  At  prefent,  their  houfes  are  as  conve¬ 
nient, 
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nient,  as  neat,  and  as  well  furnifhed,  as  thofe  of 
the  common  Spaniards.  They  have  even  begun 
to^  build  them  with  ilone  and  cover  them  with 
tile. 

The  work  of  the  women  is  regulated  as  well  as 
that  of  the  men.  It  confifts  chiefly  in  fphining. 
The  begining  of  every  week,  every  woman  receives 
a  certain  quantity  of  wool  and  cotton,  which  fhe 
iriiift  return,  the  faturday  night  following,  ready 
for  the  loom.  They  are,  like  wife,  now  and  then, 
put  to  certain  country  labours,  which  do  not  fur- 
pafs  their  ftrength  and  capacity. 

The  trade  thefe  Indians  carry  on,  to  procure 
what  their  country  does  not  afford,  confifts  chief- 
ly  in  wild  wax  and  honey;  and  the  herb  of 
Paraguay,  of  which  they  have  every  where  made 
diantations  ;  the  fale  of  it  being  certain,  as  no  one 
in  this  country  can  do  without  it.  I  laid,  that  the 
firit  plants  of  this  vegetable  were  brought  from  the 
canton  of  Maracayu,  where  the  heft  kind  of  it 
grows  naturally ;  'but  they  have  degenerated  very 
little  in  the  reductions.  This  trade  is  fufficiently 
explained  in  the  decree  of  Philip  Y,  which  I  have 
already  fo  often  cited.  Some  perfons  have  cen- 
fured  the  manner  of  carrying  it  on,  though  every 
circumftance  of  it  is  authorized  by  tire  fove reign, 
who  plainly  fa w  how  indifpenfablymecdfary  it  was 
for  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  this  republick. 

We  ill  all  fee,  in  its  place,  what  reafons  the  miff 
fionaries  had  for  afldng  for  their  Neophytes,  and 
the  kings  of  Spain  for  granting  them,  the  ufe  of  lire 
arms.  This  privilege  was,  in  fad,  abfolutely  ne~ 
cefTary  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  moil  cruel 
fiavery  ;  or  being  difperfed  over  the  woods  and 
mountains ;  and  that  too,  without  being  fare  of  ef- 
caping  the  hands  of  their  inveterate  purifiers.  I 
may  even  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  .  kings  of 
Spain,  and  their  fpanifh  fubjeds,  are  thofe,"  who 

reap 
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reap,  at  prefent,  the  greateft  benefit  from  this  in¬ 
dulgence.  though  the  latter,  from  principles  of 
felf  intereft,  omitted  nothing  to  have  it  repealed  ; 
fo  that,  for  many  years  together,  the  royal  council 
of  the  Indies  was  more  taken  up  with  difcuffions 
about  it,  than  with  any  other  bufinefs  relating  to 
the  fpanifh  dominions  in  America.  But  the  intereft 
of  the  ftate,  joined  to  that  of  religion,  prevailed  at 
laft.  Philip  V.  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  it  is 
more  the  intereft  of  the  miffionaries  than  of  any 
others,  to  hinder  their  Neophytes  from  abufing 
this  liberty  of  being  conftantly  well  armed,  con¬ 
fines  himfeif,  in  his  decree  of  the  28  th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1743,  to  the  recommending  to  the  provincial 
of  the  jefuits,  to  deliberate  with  his  brethren  on 
the  means  of  preventing  any  inconveniencies  that 
might  be  apprehended  from  it*,  ordering  him,  in  cafe 
there  fhould  appear  the  leaft  fign  of  any  ten¬ 
dency  to  an  infurredfion,  to  give  early  notice  of  it 
to  the  council,  and  let  them  know  what  meafures 
it  may  be  proper  to  take  to  prevent  a  furprize.  But 
there  is  fo  much  the  lefs  reafon  to  apprehend  any 
thing  like  a  revolt  among  the  Neophytes,  that 
their  happinefs  and  fecurity  depend  entirely  on 
their  loyalty,  which  nothing  but  an  attempt  upon 
their  liberties  can  impair  ;  and  none,  certainly,  but 
the  enemies  of  the  king,  or  of  the  ftate,  can  pol- 
fibly  think  of  making  any  fuch  attempt. 

Several  perfons  imagine,  that,  in  this  republick, 
there  is  no  private  property  *,  but  that,  every  week, 
each  family  receives  the  necefiary  foody  and,  from 
time  to  time,  the  other  necefiary  articles  for  their 
fubfiftence.  Some  fuch  regulation  might  poffibly 
have  exifted,  when  thofe  Indians,  but  newly  li¬ 
nked,  were  not  in  a  capacity  to  procure  therm 
felves,  by  their  labours  a  certain  and  regular 
fupply  of  the  necefiaries  of  life  •  nor  well  efta- 
biiihed  in  places  of  fufficient  fecurity.  But, 

in 
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in  procefs  of  time,  and  efpecially,  fince  they  have 
been  no  longer  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  remove  from  place  to  place,  there  has  been 
affigned  to  every  family;  a  piece  of  land,  fufficient, 
if  properly  cultivated,  to  Supply  it  with  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life  •,  for,  as  to  fuperfluites,  they  are,  as 
yet,  ftrangers  to  them.  And,  confidering  their 
natural  difpofition,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  brought  up,  there  is  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  hope,  they  will  ever  continue  fo.  The 
million aries,  indeed,  know  the  full  amount  of  what 
their  lands  produce.  It  is  the  fame  thing  in  regard 
to  their  commerce,  which  cannot  be  carried  on  but 
tinder  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  are  moft  concerned 
carefully  to  inipect  it. 

All  the  lands  of  the  country  *  where  the  Re¬ 
ductions  are  Situated,  are  not  equally  good  for  the 
fame  things.  In  thofe,  which  lie  neareft  the  tro- 
picks,  as  the  environs  of  the  Parana  for  example, 
there  is  plenty  of  honey,  wax,  maiz,  and  cotton  ; 
thofe  more  to  the  South  yield  wool,  hemp,  and 
wheat  ;  and  abound,  befides,  in  good  paitures. 
The  woods  and  the  rivers  are  every  where  well 
Hocked  with  game.  Barter  fupplies  the  defici- 
ciencies  of  nature.  Gold  and  fiver  Ihines  no 
where  but  on  the  altars.  But,  befides  thefe  fpots 
of  ground,  that  have  been  given  in  fee  to  every  fa¬ 
ther  of  a  family,  and  which  are  cleared  in  proportion 
as  the  Reductions  become  more  populous,  there 
are  fome  that  belong  to  the  community,  and  the 
produce  of  which  is  depofitedin  the  publick  ma¬ 
gazines  againlt  unforeseen  accidents  j  for  the  re¬ 
pairs  of  the  churches,  and  every  thing  relating  to 
divine  worfhip  ;  for  the  lupport  of  widows,  and  or¬ 
phans,  the  fick  and  the  infirm,  thofe  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  the  altar,  or  commanded  to  any 
diitance,  to  ferve  his  majefty  in  a  civil  or  military 
capacity  ;  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Caciques,  cor- 
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regidors  and  other  civil  and  military  officers  •,  for 
the  poor,  whatever  the  caufe  of  their  poverty  may 
be  ;  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  bad  crops,  even 
for  other  towns  y  for  the  Indians,  in  aU  their  necefi 
fities,  affift  each  other  to  the  beft  of  their  power. 
The  furplus,  if  there  happens  to  be  any,  is  added 
to  the  goods  to  be  fold  for  paying  the  king’s 
tribute,  and  purchafing  fuch  military  ftores  as  the 
king  does  not  fupply  them  with  j  and,  in  a  word, 
gold,  filver,  copper,  iron,  and  fteel,  for  the  con- 
ftrudion  of  arms  and  the  decoration  of  their 
altars. 

The  Reductions  are  pretty  large  •,  the  ftreets 
.  of  them  quite  {trait,  and  the  houfes  uniform.  In 
the  center  of  every  Redudion  there  is  a  fquare, 
which  the  church  faces,  and  likewife  the  arfenal, 
in  which  all  the  arms  ,fand  ammunition  are  laid 
up.  Here  the  Indians  exercife  every  week  ;  for 
there  are,  in  every  town,  two  companies  of  militia, 
whofe  officers  have,  according  to  their  refpedive 
ranks  *,  very  handfome  uniforms  lacedwith  gold  and 
filver,  but  they  never  wear  them  except  when  they 
exercife  or  take  the  field.  The  civil  officers  have, 
likewife,  proper  habits  to  diftinguifh  them.  As  to 
the  common  drefs,  it  confifts,  for  the  men,  in  a  waift- 
coat  and  breeches,  very  like  thofe  worn  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  and  above  all  a  frock  of  white  cloth,  which 
reaches  below  the  knee.  This  frock,  is  fometimes* 
made  of  a  coloured  cloth  *5  and  is  then  a  mark  of 
diftindion  allowed  only  to  merit.  The  women’s 
drefs  confifts  in  a  ftiift  without  fieeves,  that  reaches 
to  the  feet,  and  over  it  a  gown  fomewhat  loofe  and 
flowing.  But  when  employed  in  the  fields,  they 
wear  nothing  but  the  former.  When  they  carry 
any  burden,  they  tie  it  to  the  two  ends  of  a  broad 
ftrap,  which  they  pafs  over  the  forehead  like  the 
women  among  the  favages  of  Canada.  Both  men 
and  women  go  bare  legged,  bare  f  ooted  and  bare 
headed.  The  women’s  hair  ferves  them  for  a  veil. 

-  The 


270  T  H  E  HIS  T  O  R  Y 

The  miffionaries  have  their  houfes  next  to  the 
church.  The  ftore  houfes,  workffiops,  and  gra¬ 
naries  for  containing  the  produce  of  the  common 
grounds,  which  are  always  cultivated  at  the  com¬ 
mon  expence,  ft  and  all  upon  the  fame  line.  In 
the  Reductions  fituated  at  a  great  diftance  from 
fpanifh  towns  or  navigable  rivers,  iron  and  flee! 
are  fo  fcarce,  that  the  Indians  are  often  obliged 
to  make  their  tools  of  ftone,  or  of  wood  hardened 
by  fire.  Their  bell  metal  they  get  from  Co- 
quimbo,  a  town  of  Chili,  where  they  purchafe  it 
in  exchange  for  fuch  of  their  commodities  as  they 
can  there  find  va  vent  for.  Not  only  thofe  who  carry 
on  this  traffick,  but  in  general  all  thofe  who  go  with 
any  goods  for  fale  from  the  Reductions  to  the  fpa¬ 
nifh  fettlements,  are  defrayed  by,  and  have  like  wife 
their  lands  cultivated  at  the  expence  of,  the  publick. 
As  to  the  produce  of  thofe  goods,  it  is  well  known; 
the  rates  being  all  fixed,  fo  as  to  admit  of  no  impo- 
fition  or  difpute. 

In  fpite  of  this  police,  and  all  the  meafures  taken 
to  prevent  any  one  wanting  the  neceffaries  of  life, 
the  miffionaries  find  it  a  very  difficult  talk  to 
make  all  things  anfwer.  This  is  owing  to  three 
failings  in  their  Neophytes,  which  they  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  correct ;  namely,  their  little 
forefight,  their  lazinefs,  and  their  want  of  (Econo¬ 
my,  in  corifequence  of  which  they  often  come  fliort 
of  feed  for  their  lands.  On  this  occafion  there 
is  an  abfdlute  neceffiity  for  affifting  them  ;  but  then 
they  are  obliged  to  return,  after  harveft,  a  quantity 
of  grain  equal  to  that  lent  them  to  procure  it.  As 
to  other  pruvifions ,  if  the  miffionaries  did  not  keep 
a  very  watchful  eye  over  them,  they  would,  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  time,  not  have  a  morfel  to  eat.  This  is  likewife 
owing  to  fo  infatiable  an  appetite,  that,  a  few 
moments  after  they  have  fluffed  their  bellies,  they 
are  ready  for  a  new  meal.  Nay,  the  miffionaries, 

at 
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at  Rrft,  could  not  fo  much  as  leave  to  their  difcre- 
tion  the  bullocks  employed  in  agriculture,  lefift 
through  lazinefs  they  fhould  leave  them  un¬ 
yoked,  when  their  work  was  over ;  and  even 
tear  them  to  pieces,  and  devour  them,  as  it  has 
often  happened  ;  when  their  being  hungry  was  all 
the  excufe  that  could  be  got  out  of  them. 

This  has  obliged  the  miffionaries  to  appoint 
overfeers  who  vifit  every  place  exactly,  to  fee  if 
the  Indians  mind  their  bufinefs,  and  keep  their 
cattle  in  good  order  ^  and  have  a  power  to  punifh 
them,  when  they  find  them  in  fault,  which  feldom 
happens  at  prefent.  Befides,  when  it  does,  they 
readily confefs  their  guilt  and  fubmitto  thefentence 
pronounced  on  them.  All  their  faults  are  the  faults 
of  children  •,  and,  indeed,  they  continue  children, 
in  many  refpedts,  all  their  lives  ;  but  then  it  is  with 
all  the  good  qualities  peculiar  to  that  age.  In  fpite, 
however,  of  all  the  precautions  we  have  been  (peak¬ 
ing  of,  the  miffionaries  often  find  it  neceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  other  expedients,  to  enable  feveral  fa¬ 
milies  to  hold  out  to  the  end  of  the  year  *,  no 
beggary  being  tolerated  in  this  republick,  for  fear 
of  introducing  theft,  and  encouraging  lazinefs. 
The  fureft  method  hitherto  found  out,  to  correT 
this  lad  failing,  is  to  condemn  the  delinquent  to 
cultivate  the  referved  lands,  of  which  we  have 
fpoken,  and  which  are  called  God's  pojfeffton  or 
inheritance  ;  but  then,  as  fuch  workmen  are  not 
to  be  depended  upon,  care  is  taken  to  affociate 
with  them  others  of  known  diligence.  The 
fathers  of  families  are  like  wife  obliged  to  fend 
their  children  there  very  early,  in  order  to  form 
and  inure  them  to  labour.  Every  child’s  talk  is 
adjufted  to  his  ftrength  ;  and  there  is  no  pardon 
for  rhofe  wrho  do  not  perform  it. 

One  of  the  greatefl  advantages  derived  from  this 
police  is,  that  it  keeps  every  one  employed.  It 

main- 
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maintains,  befides,  not  only  in  every  town,  but 
through  the  whole  republick,  fo  perfect  an  union, 
that  ftrangers  cannot  help  oblerving  it  at  firft  fight. 
There  are  no  quarrels  or  law  fuits  to  be  feen  here  ; 
mine  and  yours  are  unknown  words  ;  becaufe,  it  is, 
in  fad,  to  have  no  exclulive  property  ;  to  be  always 
ready  to  divide  the  little  one  has,  with  thofe  that 
want  it  and  to  have  one’s  attention  as  much,  and 
fometimes  even  more,  taken  up  with  the  concerns  of 
others,  than  ones  own.  It  is  thus,  the  authors 
of  this  eftablifhment  have  made  the  very  failings 
of  thefe  Indians  contribute  to  procure  them  the 
greateft  bleffings  of  fociety,  and  the  conftant  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  firft  of  all  chriftian  virtues,  which 
is  charity.  There  is  but  one  thing  ftill  wanting 
to  compleat  their  happinefs,  and  that  is,  an  hofpi- 
tal  and  a  good  difpenfary  for  medicines,  in  every 
town,  or  at  leaf:  in  every  canton  *,  fuch  as  are  to 
be  met  among  the  Moxes,  where  the  jefuits  of  Peru 
have  formed  a  republick  on  the  model  of  that  of  the 
Guaranis.  But  thefe  fathers  found  refources  for 
this  purpofe,  which  are  not  to  be  expeded  in  Para¬ 
guay,  where  there  are  no  opulent  perfons,  and  the 
Spaniards,  befides,  have  no  great  affedion  for  In¬ 
dians,  who  depend,  immediately  on  the  fovereign, 
and  ferve  only  the  ftate. 

What  contributes  ftill  more  to  maintain  among 
thefe  new  chriftians  that  furprizing  harmony  wt 
have  mentioned,  is*, the  fubordination  and  good  un- 
derftanding  that  prevails  among  their  fpiritual  go¬ 
vernors.  Thofe,  who  have  hitherto  had  the  imme¬ 
diate  condud  of  this  dock  gathered  together 
by  their  labours,  never  confidered  themfelves,  in 
any  ftation  whatfoever,  otherwife,  than  as  the 
inftrurnents  of  the  bifhops  in  whofe  diocele  they 
labour  ;  fo  that  every  thing  publiihed  againft  them 
on  this  head  has  fallen,  of  itielf,  to  the  ground  ;  or 
has  been  unaniwerably  refuted  by  the  moft  holy 

pre- 
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prelates,  the  province  of  Paraguay,  Tucuynan,  and 
Buenos  Ayres,  ever  enjoyed.  Thefe  miflionaries 
never  took  any  fteps  to  enter  upon  this  great  work, 
or  bring  it  to  perfection,  but  with  the  content,  and 
by  .the  authority,  of  their  biffiops  ;  and  never  af- 
fe&ed  any  independence  in  the  exercife  of  their 
functions.  They  never  ufed  the  privileges  granted 
to  them  by  the  holy  lee,  but  in  the  fame  manner, 
in  which  other  religious  moft  fubmiffive  to  their 
bilhops,  every  where  ufe  them.  They  have  even 
been  more  referved,  For,  though  the  kings  of 
Spain  had  authorized  them  to  ellabliffi  Reduc¬ 
tions  wherever  they  thought  proper,  and  govern 
fuch  Reductions  under  the  direction  of  their  fu- 
periors,  they  never  made  any  difficulty  to  refign 
their  places  to  any  other  pallors  the  biffiops  were 
pleafed  to  appoint,  though  they  knew,  their 
departure  would  be  followed  by  the  difperfion  of 
their  flock,  as  it  has  often  happened. 

The  biffiops  feldom  viflt  the  Reductions,  eff 
pecially  thole  of  the  diocefe  of  Buenos  Ayres,  be- 
caufe  they  lie  at  a  great  diltance  from  that  city. 
Thefe  journeys,  befides,  are  very  fatiguing  ^  very 
dangerous  ;  and  attended  with  greater  expence, 
than  thefe  prelates,  whole  revenues  are  very  lcanty, 
can  well  afford,  though  defrayed,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by  the  Indians  themfelves.  It  is  well  known, 
however,  that  it  is  not  the  fault,  either  of  thefe 
Indians,  or  their  miflionaries,  that  thefe  viflts  are 
not  ofteaer  repeated.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
been  feveral  times  obliged  to  apply  for  them 
in  the  moll  earnell  manner,  and  for  a  long  time  to-* 
gether,  before  they  could  obtain  them.  The  Indi¬ 
ans  folicit  them,  to  have  the  comfort  of  feeing  their 
biffiop,  and  for  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the/acra- 
ment  of  confirmation  ;  the  pallors,  becaufe  they 
always  increafe  the  fervor  in  their  churches  j  lilence 
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detraflors  *,  and  even1  procure  them,  on  the  tefti- 
many  of  the  vifiting  biihops,  frelh  marks  of  his 
catholic  maj city’s  good  will  and  favour. 

As,  to  arrive  at  the  neareit  Redudtions  within  the 
diocefe  of  Buenos  Ayres,  it  is  requifite  to  remount 
the  Uraguay  for  fome  days  together  ,  and  the  navi¬ 
gation  is  not  only  troublefome,  but  dangerous,  on 
account  of  the  great  number  of  barbarians,  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  chriftian  name,  who  often  appear  upon 
its  banks  *,  and  as,  beiides,  there  is  no  refting  place 
to  be  met  with  during  the  whole  journey,  nor  the 
leafl  conveniency,  even  that  of  a  bed,  to  lie  upon, 
the  bifhop  had  no  fooner  given  notice  of  his  inten¬ 
tions,  than  two  or  three  jefuits  repaired  to  Buenos 
Ayres  with  a  great  number  of  their  Indians,  to  ef- 
cort  him.  Other  Neophytes  received  orders,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  certain 
polls,  from  diftance  to  diftance,  in  order  to  drive 
away  any  enemies  they  may  find,  there  ;  carry 
refreshments  ;  and  relieve  each  other  in  conducing 
the  bifhop.  This  laid  precaution  is  fo  much  the 
more  requifite,  as  the  miffionaries  have  often  been 
Ilopt  half  way,  by  the  hidden  breaking  out  of  the 
fmall  pox,  or  fome  other  epidemical  diforder,  a- 
mongft  the  Indians. 

On  the  prelate's  approach  to  a  Reduction,  the 
news  of  which  is  always  received  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants  with  the  greateft  demonilrations  of  joy, 
two  companies  of  cavalry  immediately  fet  out  to 
meet  him,  and  never  Hop  till  they  have  got  within 
fight  of  the  convoy.  Then  they  form  ^  difplay 
their  colours  ;  and  perform,  in  the  bell  order,  all 
their  evolutions.  This  done,  they  all  alight ;  come 
and  throw  themfelves  at  the  prelate’s  feet  ;  kifs  his 
hand  in  the  moil  refpeclful  manner  ;  and  receive 
his  blefling.  About  a  league  from  the  town,  the  Ca¬ 
cique,  the  Corregidor,  and  all  the  officers  both  ci¬ 
vil  and  military,  the  fuperior  of  the  miffions,  the 


OF  PARAGUAY.  27  - 

parifh  prieft,  and  fomc  other  jefuits  affembled 
from  the  neighbouring  Reductions,  likewife  pay 
their  refpedts  to  the  biffiop  ;  fall  on  their  knees  to 
kifs  his  hand,  and  alk  his  bleffing.  The  infantry 
appears  next,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  colours 
flying,  drums  beating,  fifes  and  clarions  founding  ; 
and,  after  opening  to  let  his  lordfhip  pafs  through 
them,  join  again,  and  bring  up  the  rear,  all  the 
while  beating  to  arms,  till  they  have  feen  their 
prelate  fafely  arrived. 

The  prelate  enters  the  town  amidflthe  repeated 
acclamations  of  the  inhabitants  •,  and,  firft,  repairs 
to  the  church,  where,  on  his  arrival  at  the  gates, 

.  the  organs  are  immediately  put  in  motion.  It  is 
here  the  women  wait  his  coming;  for  they  are  never 
permitted,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  to  mix 
with  the  men  on  fuc.h  occafions.  Though  the 
piety  and  modefty,  painted  in  their  countenances, 
are  all  their  ornament,  the  fincere  ioy  they  exp  refs 
at  their  biffiop’s  arrival  never  fails  to  draw  tears 
from  him  and  all  his  attendants.  Many  prelates 
have  even  affirmed,  that  their  tears  never  dried  up 
during  all  the  time  their  vifitation  lafted.  The 
biffiop,  after  giving  his  bleffing  to  his  dear  daugh¬ 
ters  in  Jefus  Thrift,  who  receive  it  with  joined 
hands  and  proftrated  on  the  ground,  is  conducted 
to  the  altar,  where  he  makes  a  ffiort  prayer,  and 
then  gives  out  the  Te  Deum ,  which  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  beft  vocal  and  inftrumental  tnufick. 
After  this,  he  and  his  attendants  repair  to  the  apart¬ 
ments  that  have  been  prepared  for  them,  where 
they  find  every  conveniency  they  can  wiffi  for  ; 
and  are  ferved  with  the  g*eateft  neatnefs  and  order. 

The  time  his  lordffiip  fpends  among  them  is 
employed  in  thofe  functions,  which  are  the  princi- 
cipal  objedt  of  his  coming  ;  efpecially  that  of  con¬ 
firming  all  thofe  who  havenot  before  received  that  fa- 
crament.  But  thefe  duties  are  intermixed  with  holy 
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rejoicings,  in  which  the  Grangers  are  furprized  to 
find  more  order,  good  tafte,  and  even  elegance, 
than  are,  perhaps,  to  be  feen  in  fome  of  the  larged: 
and  belt  governed  towns  of  Europe,  Acclama¬ 
tions  precede  and  follow  the  prelate  wherever 
he  goes  and  his  progrefs  may  be  traced  by 
flowers  and  odoriferous  herbs  and  triumphal 
arches  loaded  with  fruits  and  flowers  of  every 
kind.  But  what  furprizes  him  moft,  and 
what  he  can  never  ceafe  thinking  of,  is  the  pro¬ 
digious  alteration  obfervable  in  thefe  new  chriftians* 
and  of  which  he  is  enabled  to  form  a  competent 
judgment  by  comparing  them  with  the  wild  Indians 
he  has  occaflon  to  meet,  and  even  with  the  con¬ 
verted  Indians  in  the  fervice  of  the  Spaniards. 

These  prelates  are  equally  furprized  to  And 
the  children,  that  are  brought  to  them  for  con¬ 
firmation,  fo  well  inftruted  in  regard  to  the  ex¬ 
cellence  and  obligations  of  this  facrament,  which 
is  always  conferred  with  fuch  pomp  and  ceremony, 
as  to  make  it  a  feftival,  dn  which  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  have  a  fhare,  and  which  never  fails  to 
renew  their  fervour.  The  Indians  keep  the 
prelate  among  them  as  long  as  they  can,  and  his 
departure  draws  from  them  many  tears,  with  which 
he  cannot  refrain  from  mixing  his  own.  They 
cfcort  him  to  the  next  town,  in  the  lame  order, 
and  with  the  fame  ceremony,  they  conduced  him 
to  their  own  ;  and,  when  he  has  viflted  all  the 
Redu&ions,  he  returns  to  Buenos  Ayres  with  the 
fame  convoy,  with  which  he  fet  out.  This  pic¬ 
ture  may  ferve  for  the  vifitations,  which  the  bilhop 
of  the  Aflumption  makes  in  the  Reductions  feated 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Parana. 

The  governor  of,  the  province,  the  commit 
faries  and  vifitors  fent  by  the  kings  of  Spain 
to  infpect  the  Hate  of  the  Redutions,  are  re¬ 
ceived  in  a  more  military  manner,  but  with  the 

fame 
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fame  zeal,  and  always  with  marks  of  the  profoundelt 
fubmilflon.  The  provincial  of  the  jeluits,  when 
he  makes  his  firfl:  viflt,  is  received  with  demonltra- 
tions  of  affection  and  refpe<fl,  which,  however  great 
they  may  be,  evidently  fall  fhort  of  what  thefe 
good  people  would  have  them,  though  a  great 
deal  more  flattering  for  this  father  of  their  fathers, 
than  all  the  honours  they  could  render  him,  did 
his  modelty  permit  him  to  receive  any.  If  any 
of  thefe  Neophytes  happen  to  be  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
when  new  miflionaries  arrive  there  from  Europe, 
(and  when  they  have  timely  notice  of  their  being 
expedted,  they  always  flock  there  in  great  numbers 
to  receive  them,)  there  is  nothing  they  don’t  put 
in  practice  to  exprefs  their  joy.  It  is  but  one.  per¬ 
petual  holiday  in  the  city  as  long  as  the  fathers  con¬ 
tinue  in  it  ;  and  the  Indians  never  fail  to  vary 
their  rejoicings  b.y  a  few  fhews,  with  which  fome 
foreigners,  ptoteftants  efpecially,  have  taken  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  embellifh  their  relation,  at  the 
expence  of  the  jefuits. 

But  thefe  tiavellers,  and  moil  of  thole  who  look 
for  amufement  in  their  memoirs,  don’t  fufflciently 
attend  to  the  fprrit,  in  which  all  thefe  things  are 
done  ;  nor  conflder,  as  they  ought  to  do,  that  the 
difference  and  variety  of  the  feveral  climates  is  at¬ 
tended  with  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  thinking 
and  acting  of  thole  who  live  under  them  ;  that 
befldes  a  great  many  things  ought  to  be  overlooked 
in  men  but  newly  civilized  and  converted,  who 
think  they  can  never  do  enough  to  exprefs  their 
affedlion  and  gratitude  towards  thofe,  who  ref- 
cued  them  from  favagenefs  and  idolatry  *,  and 
who,  at  the  expence  of  immenfe  labours,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  molt  cruel  perfecutions,  have  pro¬ 
cured  them  all  the  blefflngs  they  enjoy,  that 
of  liberty  in  particular,  of  whofe. value,  as 
well  as  that  of  all  other  blefflngs,  they  mull  be 
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io  much  the  more  fenfible,  as  they  have  conftantly 
before  their  eyes  other  Indians  their  countrymen, 
groaning  under  the  moft  cruel  flavery,  or  living 
ftrangers  to  all  the  comforts  of  a  civil  and  religious 
life  ;  and  thefe  obfervations  are  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation  ;  the  parents  never  failing 
to  relate  them  to  their  children.  What  wonder  then, 
that  the  remembrance  of  fo  many  and  fuch  great 
bleffings,  fhould  infpire  them  with  a  boundlefs 
affection  for  the  million aries ;  and,  that  in  expreffing 
it,  they  fhould  give  way  a  little  to  their  natural 
genius  and  difpofition. 

It  has  been  thought  proper,  confidering  the  na-* 
tural  levity  and  inconftancy  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
greet  difficulty  there  is  often  found  in  rooting  out 
of  the  hearts  of  thofe  newly  converted  certain 
grofs  vices,  in  a  manner  grown  natural  to  them,  to 
eftabliffi  in  the  Redudtions  the  practice  of  publick 
penances,  much  upon  the  fame  footing  it  prevailed 
in  the  primitive  ages  of  chriftianity.  For  this  pur™ 
pofe,  the  miffioharies  appoint  fome  of  the  moft  vir¬ 
tuous  to  infpedt  the  conclude  of  the  reft.  Thefe 
Infpedtors,  as  Toon  as  they  have  furprized  any  one 
in  a  fact  capable  of  giving  fcandal,  put  on  him  the 
penitential  habit ;  conduct  him  to  the  church,  where 
they  oblige  him  to  make  a  publick  confeffion  of  his 
crime ;  and  then  carry  him  to  the  fquare  to  be 
’whipped.  The  criminals  always  receive  this  cor- 
rediion  not  only  without  murmuring,  but  with 
thanks  ,  and  fcarce  ever  relapfe.  Nay  the  men 
often,  and  the  women  fometimes,  are  feen  to  con- 
fefs,  in  the  moft  publick  manner,  faults  of  this  kind, 
though  committed  in  private  ;  and  apply  for  pe¬ 
nance,  But  a  great  deal  of  difcretion  is  obferved 
on  thefe  oceafions  ;  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty 
the  miffionaries  permit  any  of  them,  the  women  es¬ 
pecially,  to  make  fuch  publick  confeffions,  when 
they  wait  to  afk  leave  for  that  purpofe. 
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Those  devout  and  pious  exercifes,  which  are 
mo  ft  approved,  and  the  church  befides  has  moft  au¬ 
thorized,  are  like  wife  fo  many  means  fuccefsfully 
employed  to  maintain  the  fpirit  of  religion,  and 
even  increafe  it  in  the  hearts  of  thefe  new  chriftians. 
It  is  a  rule  not  to  admit  to  the  communion  of  the 
body  and  blood  of  Jejfus  Chrilt  thofe  born  of  infi¬ 
del  parents,  till  after  a  long  and  fevere  tryak;  and 
they  have  given  fuffieient  proofs  of  their  diicerning, 
as  the  apoftle  diredts,  tfie  food  of  the  foul,  and  that 
they  truly  hunger  and  third  after  it.  But  to  do 
this  they  have  the  greateft  helps.  Nothing  is 
omitted  to  make  them  fenfible,  before  they  are 
permitted  to  approach  this  celeftial  banquet.  of 
the  great  purity  of  heart  and  fubhmity  of  af¬ 
fection  requifite  to  partake  of  it  worthily  and  to 
advantage  ;  and  it  may  be  affirmed  with  great 
truth,  that  they  never  come  to  the  holy  table  but 
with  fentiments  capable  of  making  an  impreffion 
on  the  molt  hardened  reprobates. 

The  firft  miffionaries  immediately  perceived,  that, 
in  order  to  infpire  the  new  converts  with  a  great 
refpect  for  the  holy  place,  and  for  the  worffiip 
peculiar  to  it,  it  was  proper  to  employ  fome  exte¬ 
rior  pomp  and  ceremony  ;  and  nothing  has  been 
fpared  to  make  the  proper  ufe  of  this  obfervation. 
All  the  churches  are  large,  with  three,  and  often 
five,  naves,  fomewhat  too  low,  indeed,  for  their 
length  and  breadth,  becaufe  the  roof  is  fupported 
by  columns  of  one  piece.  In  the  larged  churches 
there  are  five  very  neat  altars,  at  lead  ,  that  in  the 
middle,  which  is  the  great  altar,  has  always  fome- 
thing  augud  and  funking  in  it.  The  Spaniards 
themfelves  are  furprized  to  fee  them  fo  magnificent, 
and  fo  rich  in  plate,  linen,  and  ornaments.  It  is, 
indeed,  the  only  fubjedt  of  emulation  between  the 
Redudtions,  fome  of  whom  have  been  known  to 
rebuild  their  churches  from  the  very  foundations, 
merely  to  put  them  on  a  level  with  others  *,  and 
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even  deprive  themfeives  of  the  neceflaries  of  life 
to  effedt  it. 

All  the  churches  are  adorned  with  paintings ' 
which  reprefent  the  principal  myfteries  of  our  holy 
religion,  and  the  moil  heroic  adtions  of  the  faints 
of  the  old  and  new  teftament.  Thefe  paintings 
are  feparated  by  feiloons  and  compartiments  of 
an  everlafting  verdure,  interfperfed  with  the  moft 
beautiful  flowers.  On  folemn  days,  the  pavement 
is  likewife  itrewed  with  flowers,  and  the  whole 
church  fprinkled  with  fweet  waters,  which  perfume 
the  air.  This,  indeed,  is  eaflly  done,  as  the  mate¬ 
rials  are  to  be  found  in  this  country  all  the  year 
round.  Befides,  the  Indians  being  very  fond  of 
flowers  and  odoriferous  plants,  thefe  ornaments 
contribute  to  remind  them  that  they  ought,  by 
their  innocence  and  virtue,  to  be  the  good  odour  of 
Jefus  Thrift,  and  render  themfeives  worthy  of 
becoming  the  living  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

These  methods  have  lucceeded  beyond  the 
moft  fanguine  expeditions  of  the  miflionaries. 
Nothing  can  come  up  to  the  modefty,  refpedt 
and  tender  devotion  with  which  they  afflft  at  the 
divine  myfteries,  and  the  ordinary  prayers,  which 
are,  almoft  all  of  them,  faid  in  the  church.  The 
attention,  with  which  they  liften  to  the  inftrudlions 
and  exhortations  of  their  paftors,  almoft  furpafles 
belief ;  and  during  the  adt  of  contrition,  with  which 
both  inftrudlions  and  exhortations  are  always  con¬ 
cluded,  and  which  is  pronounced  with  a  loud  voice, 
they  fob  and  figh  1  and  would  publickly  confefs 
their  faults,  did  not  their  miflionaries  employ  all 
their  authority  to  prevent  it. 

It  is  by  thefe  means  that  the  miflionaries  have 
fucceeded,  in  entirely  extirpating  from  this  repub- 
lick  certain  vices,  drunkennefs  efpecially,  to  which 
the  In d iaps  have  an  almoft  invincible  difpofition  ; 
and  infpire  them  with  fo  great  a  delicacy  of  con- 
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flightefh  faults  to  the  tribunal  of  penance.  Don 
Pedro  Faxardo,  bifhop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  wrote  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  that  he  did  not  believe  there 
was  a  fingle  mortal  fin  committed  in  any  of  thefe 
towns  in  a  whole  twelvemonth.  They  prefent 
themfelves,  however,  before  this  tribunal  with  fuch 
fentiments  of  compundion,  that  they  feldom  leave 
it  without  diflolving  into  tears.  And,  indeed,  no 
pains  have  been  fpared  to  engrave  deeply  in  their 
hearts  the  falutary  fear  of  difpleafing  God  ;  and  to 
keep  out  of  their  way  every  thing  capable  of  en¬ 
dangering  their  innocence.  It  is  for  this  purpofe 
that  houfes  of  refuge  have  been  every  where  efta- 
*  blifhed  for  the  reception  of  widows,  and  fuch  married 
women  as  have  no  children,  during  the  abfence  of 
their  hufband.  They  are  all  maintained  in  thefe 
houfes,  at  the  expence  of  the  publick,  when  they 
cannot  work,  or  what  they  do  is  found  infuf- 
fieient  for  their  fupport. 

It  is  no  way  furprizing,  that  God  fhould  work 
fuch  wonders  in  fuch  pure  fouls  ;  nor  that  thofe 
very  Indians,  to  whom  fome  learned  dodors  would 
not  allow  reafon  enough  to  be  received  into  the 
bofom  of  the  church,  fhould  be  at  this  day  one  of 
its  greatefl  ornaments  ;and,  perhaps,  the  moll  pre¬ 
cious  portion  of  the  flock  of  Jefus  Chrift.  it  is 
at  leaft,  certain,  that  there  are  to  be  found  a  great 
number  of  chriftians  among  them,  who  have  at¬ 
tained  the  moil  eminent  fandity ;  that  all,  or 
almoft  all  of  them  carry  their  contempt  of  the 
goods  of  this  life  to  fuch  an  extraordinary  degree, 
as  to  be  always  ready  to  part  with  what 
they  poflefs  for  each  others  relief,  and  the  de¬ 
coration  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Nay,  they  feru- 
ple  making  ufe  themfelves  of  the  moft  precious 
fruits  of  their  induftry.  For  inftance,  I  faid  that 
there  is  in  fome  parts  of  this  country,  a  kind  of 
bees,  called  Gpemus ,  whofe  wax  exceeds  any  thing 
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we  know  of  in  whitenefs.  Thefe  Neophytes  have 
confecrated  all  they  can  gather  of  it  to  burn  be¬ 
fore  thepibiures  of  the  BiefTed  Virgin  ;  and,  a  je- 
fuit  having  once  endeavoured  to  perfuade  fome  of 
them,  who  happened  to  be  in  diftrefs,  to  fell 
what  they  had  gathered  of  it,  in  order  to  procure  the 
neeeffaries  they  wanted ;  “We  have,  they  an- 
fwered,  confecrated  it  all  to  our  good  mother,  and 
are  not  af  raid  of  her  abandoning  us  in  our  difcrefs53. 

The  churches  are  feldom  without  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons,  who  there  fpend,  in  prayer,  all  the 
time  they  can  fpare  from  their  neceffary  labours. 
At  daybreak,  the  children  of  both  fexes  affemble 
there  at  the  ringing  of  a  bell  ;  and,  after  morning 
prayer,  fing  the  chriftian  doctrine  till  fun  rife.  The 
men  and  women  then  come  to  hear  mafs  ;  after 
which  they  all  go  to  their  feveral  tafks.  In  the 
evening,  the  children  return  to  church  to  be  cate- 
ehifed  ;  which  done,  evening  prayers  are  faid,  at 
which  all  in  general,  as  much  as  poffible,  aiiift. 
Thefe  indifpenfable  devotions  always  terminate 
with  the  rofary.  A  mafs  of  the  virgin,  and  another 
for  the  dead,  is  fling  every  monday.  On  fun  days 
and  holidays,  all  repair  to  the  church  by  daybreak  ; 
and  immediately  begin  to  fing  the  chriftian  doc¬ 
trine,  after  which  the  pried  performs  what  mar¬ 
riages  or  efpoufais  are  to  be  performed.  The  pro- 
felytes  affift  at  thefe  ceremonies,  and  even  the  in¬ 
fidels,  if  any  happen  to  be  in  the  Redublion,  as 
they  have  been  found  by  experience  to  infpire  them 
with  very  high  notions  of  our  holy  religion.  The 
feafts  and  falls  of  the  week  are  then  pubiifhed  ; 
iikewife  all  orders  and  letters  from  the  bifhops. 
After  mafs,  Uriel  enquiry  is  made,  if  any  one  has 
abfented  himielf  from  it,  or  any  diforder  has  hap¬ 
pened,  that  requires  an  immediate  remedy.  The 
baptifm  of  the  Catechumens,  and  fometimes  that  of 
the  new  born  infants,  is  the  firft  function  of  the 
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afternoon.  Then,  vefpers  are  fung  ;  and  the  day 
finifhes,  as  ufual,  with  evening  prayers  and  the  ro- 
fary.  But,  in  the  congregations,  the  vefpers  are 
always  followed  by  an  exhortation. 

These  congregations  are  on  the  fame  footing 
with  thofe,  that  have  been  ereCled  in  almoft  all  the 
houfes  of  the  fociety ;  and  are  divided  into  feve- 
ral  daffies.  There  is  one  for  the  young  men, 
from  twelve  to  thirty,  under  the  protection  of  the 
prince  of  the  heavenly  militia.  All  the  reft  are 
under  that  of  the  mother  of  God.  None  are  admit¬ 
ted  members  of  thefe  affiociations,  but  fuch  as  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves  by  theit  charity  to  their  neigh¬ 
bours -their  zeal  formaintaininggoodorder  and  con¬ 
verting  infidels  ^  and  their  affiduity  in  approaching 
the  facraments.  The  apprehenfion  of  being  ftruck 
out  of  the  table  that  contains  the  names  of  the  afi- 
fociates,  would  alone  be  fufficient  to  keep  them 
within  the  flricfeit  bounds  of  their  duty.  The 
leaf:  intemperance,  if  attended  with  any  fcandal, 
is  enough  to  make  the  perfon  guilty  of  it  with¬ 
draw  of  his  own  accord  ;  and  nothing  has  contri¬ 
buted  fo  much  to  extirpate  entirely  io  dangerous 
a  vice. 

The  mifiionaries  have  even  found meansto  infpsre 
thefe  Neophytes  with  fo  great  anaverfion  for  drunk- 
ennefs,  the  moil:  univerfal  of  all  their  vices,  and 
the  moil  difficult  to  extirpate,  that,  when  their  af¬ 
fairs  call  them  to  the  fpanifii  towns,  it  is  impoffible 
to  prevail  upon  them  to  take  any  wine.  On  thefe 
occafions,  they  have  been  often  heard  to  fay,  that 
wine  is  the  beft  thing  that  comes  from  Spain,  but 
that  to  them  it  is  downright  poifon.  The  fame 
precautions  have  been  taken  to  cure  them  of  in- 
continency,  which  is  one  of  the  ordinary  confe- 
quences  of  drunkennefs.  The  flighted:  fault  of 
this  kind  would  be  fufficient  to  render  any  of  them 
.  un- 
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unworthy  in  the  eyes  of  the  reft,  of  being  counted 
among  the  fervants  of  the  queen  of  virgins. 

As  to  the  women,  the  pains  taken  to  infpire 
them  with  a  great  horror  for  impurity,  have  luc- 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  they  readily  fubmit  to  the  mo  ft 
ignominious  penance,  for  the  leaft  liberty  they  give 
themfelves  in  this  refpeCt  •,  young  girls  have  of¬ 
ten  been  known  to  part  with  their  lives,  rather  than 
yield  to  the  brutality  of  infidels  into  whofe  hands 
they  had  the  misfortune  of  falling.  It  has  not, 
however,  been  as  yet  thought  quite  fo  fafe  to  ex¬ 
hort  them  to  celibacy.  In  fhort,  the  two  fexes  are 
no  where  fullered  to  intermix,  not  even  at  church, 
in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a  paftage  from  the 
door  to  the  fanCtuary,  which  parts  the  men  from 
the  women.  They  are  even  divided  into  claftes, 
according  to  their  different  ages  5  and  every  clafs 
has  its  infpeCtors,  who  fee  that  all  thofe  under 
their  care  behave  with  the  ftriCteft  decorum.  Thofe 
who  infpeCt  the  children  carry  in  their  hands  long 
rods,  with  which  they  immediately  put  in  mind 
of  their  duty  thofe,  who  feem  ever  fo  little  to  forget 
it.  To  conclude,  there  are  doors  on  both  fides,  by 
which  the  whole  congregation  may  come  in  and  go 
out  without  the  leaft  diforder  or  confufion. 

The  reader  may  imagine  from  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  faid  of  the  natural  tafte  which  thefe  Indians 
difcover  for  mufic,  that  the  million aries  failed  not 
to  avail  themfelves  of  fo  happy  a  difpofition  to  en¬ 
gage  the  infidels,  whom  curiofity,  accident  or  bu- 
fmefs  lead  to  the  Reductions,  to  liften  to  theirj  in- 
ftruCtions,  and  infpire  thofe  they  converted  with  a 
greater  liking  to  the  divine  fervice.  It  is  for  this 
ptirpofe  that  all  the  chriftian  doctrine  has  been  fet  to 
mufic,  and  this  expedient  has  anfwered  exceedingly 
well.  Thefe  muficians,  who,  when  they  perform 
in  church,  wear,  as  all  others  immediately  in  the 
fervice  of  it,  a  very  decent  and  neat  habit,  at 
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the  fame  time  that  they  infpire  others  with  devo¬ 
tion,  feem  to  glow  with  it  themfelves,  which  proves 
Hill  more,  that  they  do  not  make  any  extraordi¬ 
nary  efforts  to  fucceed  ;  and  that,  as  the  natural 
effe<d  of  mufic  is  to  excite  in  the  heart  thofe  fenti- 
ments  which  it  already  poffelfes,  this  art  finds  in 
the  Indians  who  practice  it,  and  in  thofe  who  hear 
them,  no  fentiments  but  fuch  as  tend  to  piety  and 
devotion. 

The  folemn  feftivals  are  celebrated  with  the 
greated  pomp,  efpecially  that  of  the  faint  whofe 
name  the  church  bears,  and  that  of  the  blefifed  fa- 
crament.  On  the  approach  of  the  fird,  invitations 
‘  are  fent  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neared  Reduc¬ 
tions  •,  and  they  attend  in  great  numbers,  the  of¬ 
ficers  on  horfeback  and  in  their  uniforms.  The 
folemnity  begins  the  eve  of  the  holiday  by  a  very 
fine  military  proceffion,  in  which  the  Alferez,  who 
carries  the  great  dandard,  appears  mounted  on  a 
proud  courfer  richly  caparifoned,  and  rides  under 
a  magnificent  canopy.  After  perambulating  the 
principal  dreets  in  very  good  order,.  to  the  found 
of  the  drums  and  other  warlike  indruments  cf  mu- 
Tick,  they  repair  to  the  great  door  of  the  church, 
where  thofe  on  horfeback  alight,  and  the  Alferez 
takes  his  feat  in  a  chapel  prepared  for  his  recep¬ 
tion.  The  Hrd  vefpers  are  then  performed,  after 
which  the  children  are  made  to  dance  ir/  the  great 
fquare,  where  the  whole  company,  both  inhabitants 
and  drangers,  are  placed  in  the  greated  order. 
The  dances  being  finifhed,  the  cavalry  returns  to 
the  place  where  they  began  their  march.  At  night, 
bonfires  are  made  from  didance  to  didance,  and  all 
dreets  are  illuminated.  The  next  day,  they  repair 
to  high  rnafs  in  the  fame  order  they  repaired,  the 
evening  before,  to  fird  vefpers.  At  noon,  the  in¬ 
habitants  entertain  the  drangers  •,  and  every  one  is 
regaled  with  a  fmall  cup  of  wine.  Immediately 
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after  the  fecond  vefpers,  at  which  every  thing  pafles 
asatthefirft,  they  run  at  the  ring.  The  mif- 
fionaries  affift  at  it,  with  all  the  chiefs  and  officers,- 
to  keep  the  fpeilators  in  order ;  di tribute  the  prizes 
to  the  conquerors  *,  and  give  the  fignal  for  breaking 
up. 

But  nothing  can  compare  with  the  proceffion 
of  the  blefied  facrament  *,  and  it  may  be  affirmed, 
that,  without  any  difplay  of  riches  or  magnificence, 
it  forms  a  fight,  which  yields,  in  nothing,  to  the 
richefc  and  moil;  magnificent  proceffion  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa  informs 
us,  in  general,  that  it  is  attended  with  very  fine 
dancing,  far  above  what  is  to  be  feen  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Quito  ♦,  that  the  dancers  are  very  neatly 
dreffed  ;  and  that  the  pomp  of  it,  upon  the  whole, 
equals  that  of  the  greateft  cities,  at  the  fame  time 
that  infinitely  more  decency  and  devotion  accom¬ 
panies  it.  I  laid,  that  no  treafures  were  to  be 
feen  at  this  ceremony  ;  but  all  the  beauties  of  Am¬ 
ple  nature  are  there  fo  happily  difpofed  as  to 
reprefen t  her  in  all  her  glory.  She  even  ap¬ 
pears,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  all  life  and  foul  on  the 
occafion  j  for,  over  the  greens  and  flowers  that, 
compofe  the  triumphal  arches,  under  which  the 
blefied  facrament  paffies,  there  appear  flocks  of 
birds  of  every  colour,  tied  by  the  legs  to  firings 
of  fuch  a  length,  that  a  flranger  would  imagine 
they  enjoyed  their  full  liberty,  and  were  come  of 
their  own  accord  to  mix  their  warblings  with  the 
voices  of  the  muftcians,  and  the  reft  of  the  people  ; 
and  biffs,  in  their  own  way,  him,  whofe  providence 
carefully  fupplies  all  their  wants. 

All  the  ftreets  are  hung  with  carpets  very  well 
wrought,  and  feparated  by  garlands,  feftoons 
and  compartiments  of  verdure,  difpofed  with 
the  moil  beautiful  fymmetry.  From  diftance 
to  diftance,  there  appear  lions  and  tigers  very 
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well  chained,  that  they  may  not  difturb  the 
folemnity  inftead  of  adorning  it ;  and  even  very 
fine  fifties  fporting  and  playing  in  large  bafons  of 
water.  In  a  word,  every  fpecies  of  living  creatures 
affift  at  the  folemnity,  as  it  were,  by  their  deputies, 
to  do  homage  to  the  incarnate  word,  in  his  auguft 
facrament ;  and  acknowledge  the  fovereign  domi¬ 
nion  his  father  has  given  him  over  all  living  crea¬ 
tures.  Wherever  the  proceffion  paffes,  the  ground 
is  covered  with  mats,  and  ftrewed  with  flowers 
and  odoriferous  herbs.  All,  even  the  fmallefi  chil¬ 
dren,  have  a  hand  in  thefe  decorations,  amongft 
which  are,  likewife,  to  be  feen  the  flefh  of  the 
•  animals  newly  killed  for  food  ;  every  thing  the 
Indians  regale  themfelves  with  at  their  greatefi:  re¬ 
joicings  ;  and  the  firfl:  fruits  of  their  labours  ;  all, 
in  order  to  make  an  offering  of  them  to  the  Lord  ; 
the  grain,  particularly,  they  intend  to  fow,  that  he 
may  give  it  a  blefiing.  The  warbling  of  the  birds, 
the  roaring  of  the  lions  and  tigers,  the  voices 
of  the  muficians,  the  plain  chant  of  the  choir,  all 
Intermix  without  confuflon,  and  confpire  to  form 
a  concert  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world. 

The  great  royal  ftandard  is  carried  behind  the 
bleifed  facrament.  The  cacique,  the  corregidor,  the 
regidors,  and  the  alcaldes,  fupport  the  canopy.  The 
militia,  both  horfe  and  foot,  with  their  colours  and 
ftandards  flying,  afiift,  likewife,  at  the  proceffion  in 
good  order.  But,  however  ftriking  this  fpeflacie 
may  be,  the  greatefi:  beauty  of  it,  beyond  all 
manner  of  doubt  confiffs  in  the  piety,  the  modeffy, 
the  refpehf,  and  even  the  air  of  holinefs,  viflble  in 
every  countenance  j  fo  that,  perhaps,  the  triumph 
of  the  fa v lour  of  mankind  is  no  where  more  com- 
pleat  than  in  this  barbarous  country,  where  his 
name  was  not  known  two  ages  ago.  As  foon  as 
the  bleffed  facrament  is  returned  to  the  church, 
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the  Indians  prefent  to  the  miffionaries  all  the  feveral 
kinds  of  eatables  that  have  been  expofed  in  the 
proceffion  *,  and  the  fathers,  after  fending  the  bell 
of  every  thing  to  the  lick,  diftribute  what  remains 
among  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants.  The  evening, 
as  on  all  other  great  folemnities  and  days  of  publick 
rejoicing,  concludes  with  the  moft  curious  fire-  , 
works.  “  In  ffiort,  fays  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa, 
thefe  Neophytes  omit  no  circumftance  either  of 
feftivity  or  devotion  pradlifed  in  the  moft  opulent 
cities  of  Old  Spain.” 

Their  cemeteries  or  burying  grounds  are  great 
fquares,  always  near  the  church,  divided,  length¬ 
ways  by  line  walks  bordered  with  orange  and  lemon 
trees  ;  the  middle  one  leading  to  a  chapel,  planted 
all  round  with  ftately  cyprefs  and  palm  trees,  and 
inclofed  with  low  walls.  Every  monday  a  proceffion 
is  made  to  the  chapel,  in  order  tofinga  mafs  of  Re¬ 
quiem,  which  is  followed  by  a  Libera  at  each  of  the 
erodes  planted  at  the  four  corners  of  the  cemetery. 
There  are  other  chapels,  at  fome  diftance  from  every 
redudtion,  to  ferve  as  a  ftation  to  the  proceffions 
made  on  the  rogation  days,  and  at  other  times, 
either  to  deprecate  God’s  anger  in  cafes  of  public 
calamity,  or  to  return  him  thanks  for  fpecial 
mercies.  All  the  ftreets  of  the  town  terminate  at 
one  or  another  of  thefe  chapels ;  and  have,  befides, 
every  one  of  them  a  crofs  at  each  end,  where  the 
proceffion  makes  a  paufe,  to  perform  mufically  an 
anthem,  whofe  words  are  adapted  to  the  fubjedt  of 
the  proceffion,  or  elfe  contain  fome  article  of  the 
chriftian  doctrine.  It,  then,  enters  an  avenue  plant¬ 
ed.  with  the  moft  beautiful  and  ftately  trees,  which 
leads  to  the  chapel.  In  their  way  to  this  chapel 
they  fing  the  ufual  prayers,  and  conclude  them  by 
another  anthem.  All  the  inhabitants  affift  at  this 
proceffion,  except  the  dek,  or  thofe  whofe  bulinefs 
will  not  admit  them  to  be  prefent. 
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No  pains  have  been  fpared  to  eftablifh  the  moil 
exadt  police  in  this  republick.  All  the  inhabitants 
are  to  be  at  home,  every  evening,  by  a  certain 
hour,  when  a  fufficient  detachment  begins  to  pa¬ 
trol  the  ftreets  and  fquares,  for  a  certain  time,  at 
the  end  of  which,  they  are  relieved  by  another;  and 
fo  on  till  day  light.  There  are  two  reafons  for 
this  inftitution  ;  the  firft  is,  to  hinder  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  from  leaving  home  at  an  unfeafonable  hour 
without  its  being  known  where  they  go,  and  upon 
what  errand.  The  fecond  is,  to  prevent  the  town’s 
being  furprized  by  an  enemy  ;  for  there  are  every 
where  {trolling  Indians,  againit  whom  it  is  impoffible 
•  to  be  too  much  on  ones  guard.  The  perfons,  thus 
entrufted  with  the  care  of  maintaining  good  order, 
and  preventing  fudden  attacks,  are  chofen  with  the 
fame  precaution  obferved  in  chufing  thole,  who  are 
deftined  for  publick  employments  and  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  churches. 

These  precautions  confift  in  preparing,  from 
their  very  infancy,  for  every  employment,  thofe 
who  difcover  the  propereft  difpofitions  to  fill  it 
worthily.  The  inhabitants,  in  general,  are  taught 
nothing  but  what  is  necefifary  to  make  them  good 
workmen  ;  enable  them  to  govern  their  families 
well  ;  and  qualify  them  for  fuch  little  fubaltern 
employments,  as  require  no  extraordinary  ge¬ 
nius.  Formerly,  the  Guaranis,  and  all  the  other 
Indians  of  thefe  provinces,  could  only  reckon  by 
their  fingers  and  toes.  To  exprefs  any  number  ex¬ 
ceeding  twenty,  they  made  life  of  a  word  equivalent 
to  our  Many.  At  prefent,  the  Neophytes  under¬ 
hand  enough  of  numbers  to  anfwer  all  their  pur- 
pofes,  and  nothing  more  is  required  of  them.  The 
miffionaries  know  the  extent  of  their  capacity,  and 
ex  aft  nothing  beyond  it.  They  keep  them  with¬ 
in  the  bounds  of  their  ancient  fimplicity,  but  di< 
veiled  of  all  that  vice  and  favagenefs  which  disfi- 
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gured  it.  In  a  word,  this  republick  is,  properly, 
the  feat  of  evangelical  fimplicity  and  it  is  in  order 
to  preferve  it  genuine  and  entire,  that  the  million- 
aries  do  all  that  lies  in  their  power  to  hinder  the 
Neophytes  from  having  any  communication  with 
the  Europeans ;  experience  having  convinced  them,, 
that  all  the  new  chriftians  of  America,  who  are 
fallen  from  their  primitive  fervour,  fell  merely  in 
confequence  of  their  having  converfed  too  freely 
with  the  old  chriftians  from  Europe  ;  or  even  hav¬ 
ing  only  taken  too  near  a  view  of  them. 

It  is,  likewife,  for  this  reafon,  that,  in  all  the  jour¬ 
neys  they  are  obliged  to  take ;  during  their  reft- 
dence  in  the  Spanilh  towns ;  and  all  the  time  they 
ferve  his  majefty,  as  foldiers  or  labourers  *,  they 
are  accompanied  by  miftionaries,  who  never  lofe 
fight  of  them ;  who  often  fpeak  to  them  of  God  ; 
fee  that  they  exaftly  comply  with  all  their  du¬ 
ties,  and  perform  punftually  all  their  religious 
exercifes ;  and,  as  yet,  thank  God,  they  have 
not  been  known  to  give  themfelves  any  loofe.  On 
the  contrary  we  are  told,  that  the  ahbons  and  dif* 
courfes,  moft  capable  of  making  bad  impfeffions, 
ferve  only  to  infpire  them  with  a  greater  horror  of 
vice  *,  that  no  indecent  word  ever  efcapes  their 
•  lips  •,  and  that  they,  are,  of  themfelves,  extremely 
folicitous  not  to  omit  any  of  their  ufual  exercifes 
of  devotion.  It  mult,  however,  be  owned,  that 
thofe  who  live  at  the  greateft  diftanee  from  the 
Spanilh  fettlements,  and  feldomeft  leave  their  own* 
difcover  a  more  extraordinary  degree  of  fervour 
and  fimplicity  than  the  reft  •,  on  whom,  for  this 
reafon,  the  miftionaries  are  obliged  to  beftow  more 
than  ordinary  care  and  attention. 

But  there  is  one  thing,  greatly  to  their  honour, 
univerfally  allowed  by  all  the  Europeans  fettled  in 
South  America-,  which  is,  that  they  no  longer 
difcover  any  traces  of  their  former  pronenefs  to  ven¬ 
geance 
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geance,  cruelty,  licentioufnefs,  and  the  groffer 
vices  ;  in  a  word,  that  they  are  no  longer,  in  any 
refpedt,  the  fame  men  they  formerly  were  ;  that 
what  prevails  moil  in  their  character  at  prefent,  is 
a  moft  cordial  love  and  affecton  for  each  other,  and 
charity  for  all  men,  that  charms  all  who  frequent 
them,  the  infidels  efpecially,  whom  their  behaviour 
ferves  to  infpire  with  the  moft  favourable  opinion  of 
the  chriftian  religion.  The  readinefs  with  which 
they  relieve  each  other  in  their  wants ;  the  lively 
joy  they  exprefs  as  often  as  they  fee  any  addition 
made  to  the  number  of  thofe  who  adore  Jefus 
Chrift  •,  leave  no  room  to  doubt,  that  the  true  love 
of  their  neighbour,  and- the  warmeft  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  God,  are  become  their  ruling  pafticns. 
There  is  nothing,  in  fadt,  which  they  are  not  ready 
to  do  or  fuffer  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  God  % 
and  we  (hall,  perhaps,  have  occafion  to  mention, 
hereafter,  fbme  inftances  of  this  difpofitiom 
There  is  a  kind  of  emulation  among  them  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  to  the  new  miftionaries,  the  acquifition  of 
their  language  ;  and  one  of  their  caciques  has 
been  known  to  learn  Spanifh  merely  to  be  able  to 
,  tranflate  pious  tradls  in  that  tongue ;  and  he,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  tranflated  fome  of  them.  When  a  new 
reduction  is  to  be  founded,  all  contribute  to  the 
undertaking  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  and  ala¬ 
crity  •,  and  with’'  a  generofity,  that  knows  no 
bounds. 

The  publick  rejoicings,  which  they  are,  from  time 
to  time,  permitted  to  make,  appeared  neceftary  to 
the  miftionaries,  as  well  to  preferve  their  health, 
as  to  keep  up  among  them  an  air  of  cheerfulnefs 
and  good  humour,  which  are  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  contrary  to  virtue,  that  they  greatly  con¬ 
tribute  to  render  it  amiable,  and  increafe  devo¬ 
tion,  as  often  as,  after  the  example  of  the  royal 
prophet,  chriftians  propofe  to  thcmfelves  their  ce- 
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leftial  country,  as  the  principal  object  of  their  joy. 
Another  view  the  miflionaries  had  in  this  toleration* 
was  to  drengthen  the  union  between  all  the  members 
of  this  republick  *,  and  experience  proves,,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  better  imagined  to  anfwer  fo  defk 
rable  an  end.  The  women  never  aflift  at  thefe 
rejoicings,  otherwile  than  as  fpedlatiors ;  and  the 
prefence  of  the  pnefts  ferves  to  keep  the  whole 
company  within  thofe  bounds,  which  chridians 
ihould  never  trefpafs.  The  lead  indecency  on 
thefe  occafions  would  fubjebt  the  offender  to  im¬ 
mediate  punidiment. 

From  all  we  have  faid  it  evidently  follows,  that 
there  can  no  where  be  found  fo  great  a  degree  of 
happinefs,  as  that  enjoyed  by  the  members  of  this 
new  church  *,  and  that  it  was  with  great  reafon 
Monfieur  Muratori  intitled  his  defcription  of  it, 
11  chrifiianefimo  felice.  In  fa6t,  what  can  chriflians 
defire,  who  have  confined  themfelves  to  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life,  and  are,  morally,  fure  never  to  come 
fhort  of  them  •,  who  even  know,  after  the  apodle’s 
example,  to  enjoy  plenty,  without  making  an  ill 
ufe  of  it*,  and,  without  murmuring,  fuffer  want ; 
who  never  entertain  the  lead  thoughts  of  defp air¬ 
ing  in  providence,  which  never  fails  to  fupply 
them  againfl  unexpefiled  accidents  with  refources 
equally  unexpected  *,  who  regulate  all  their  fenti- 
ments  and  all  their  addons  by  the  pured  maxims  of 
the  gofpel  *,  who  live  under  the  conduct  of  thofe,  to 
whom  they  owe  all  the  bleffings  they  enjoy  *,  who 
poffefs,  in  line,  all  the  advantages  of  fubordination 
and  dependence,  without  feeling  any  of  that  unea- 
fmefs  ufually  attending  reftraint. 

They  would,  no  doubt,  be  dill  happier,  had  it 
been  poffible  to  hinder  them  from  knowing  fo  much 
as  the  name  of  war ,  but,  even  in  the  very  in¬ 
fancy  of  their  republick,  they  experienced  all  the 
horrors  of  it.  as  will  prcfently  appear  ,  and  they 
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have  to  this  day  neighbours,  from  whom  they  can 
expect  neither  no  reft,  but  in  proportion  as  they 
can  command  it.  It  was,  therefore,  abfolutely  re^ 
quifite  to  put  arms  into  their  hands,  and  inftrudt 
them  in  an  art,  which  is  the  greateft  plague  of 
mankind.  But  it  is  not  to  make  conquefts,  or  to 
enrich  themfelves  at  the  expence  of  other  nations, 
they  practice  it.  As  neither  their  countrymen, 
nor  thofe  ftrangers,  who,  in  a  hoftile  manner,  for¬ 
merly  carried  on  fo  cruel  a  perfecution  againft 
them,  dare  any  longer  attack  them,  they  have,  for 
many  years  paft,  no  other  occafion  to  ufe  their 
arms,  but  in  the  fervice  of  the  prince,  to  whom 
•  they  have  (worn  an  implicit  obedience.  Thofe, 
therefore,  who  are  charged  with  the  condudt  of 
them,  have  this  confolation,  that  they  never  take 
the  field  but  through  a  wife  and  neceffary 
precaution,  or  by  the  orders  of  their  fovereign  ; 
thus  fandtifying  themfelves,  it  may  be  faid,  in  a 
profeftion  fo  dangerous  to  virtue. 

Ever  y  town  keeps  on  foot  a  body  of  cavalry,  and 
another  of  infantry.  The  infantry,  befides  the  maca- 
na,  and  the  bow  and  arrow,  carry  a  fling,  a  fword,  and 
a  mufket*,  the  cavalry  ufe  fabresand  lances  *,and,  like- 
wife,  a  mufket,  as  they  fometimes  do  duty  on  foor, 
like  the  European  dragoons.  They  themfelves 
make  all  their  fmall  arms,  their  field  pieces,  and 
even  their  heavy  artillery.  They  never  ufe  the 
heavy  artillery,  but  to  keep  their  neighbours  in 
awe  *,  or  the  field  pieces,  but  when  they  are  com¬ 
manded  on  the  king’s  fervice.  But,  as  I  already 
faid,  they  never  keep  any  of  their  arms,  of  any 
kind,  by  them,  unlefs  when  there  is  fome  reafon  to 
apprehend  a  furprize.  At  all  other  times,  the  fol- 
dier  is  not  to  diftinguifhed  from  the  mere  citizen  ; 
and  thofe  brave  fellows,  on  whom  the  fecurity  of 
the  republick  depends,  and  who  fo  often  come 
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home  loaded  with  laurels,  as  foon  as  they  haye  laid 
by  their  arms,  might  ferve  as  models  of  piety  and 
fubmiffion  to  the  mod  retired  monk. 

Every  monday,  the  corregidor  of  every  town, 
not  only  reviews  his  troops,  in  the  great  fquare,  but 
makes  them  perform  their  exercife.  On  thefe  occah- 
ons,  they  form  two  divifions,  which  attack  each  other, 
and  fomctimes  do  it  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  the 
commanding  officer,  to  prevent  mifehief,  is  obliged 
to  order  the  retreat  to  be  founded,  looner  than  he 
intended.  Frizes  are,  likewife,  propofed,  from  time 
to  time,  for  thofe,  who  perform  bed  at  the  bow*, 
lance,  fling,  and  fire-arms.  The  mod  diverting 
exercife  of  all  is  that  of  the  lance.  That  of  the 
fling  is  very  furprizing,  on  account  of  the  judnefs 
with  which  the  (lingers  hit  the  mark ;  and  it  may 
be  truly  affirmed,  that  there  arc  no  troops  in  all 
America  capable  of  making  head  againd  them  with 
fling  or  lance.  I  may  even,  1  think,  venture  to 
pronounce  this  militia  invincible  by  equal  numbers. 
They  are,  befides,  very  docile;  never  give  way;  and, 
when  broke,  rally  at  the  fird  order.  However, 
they  would  not,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  fight  the 
word,  were  they  properly  headed  by  Spaniih 
officers. 

The  ambufeades,  and  hidden  irruptions  and  at¬ 
tacks,  which  ufed  formerly  to  prove  fo  fatal  to 
them,  are  now  no  longer  to  be  dreaded,  on  account 
of  the  great  care  taken  to  keep  them  condantly 
on  their  guard.  There  is  always  a  party  of  horfe 
employed  in  fcouring  the  country,  with  orders  to 
give  notice  of  every  thing  that  pafies  ;  and  all  the 
defiles,  by  which  an  enemy  could  penetrate  into  the 
country,  are  well  guarded.  But  as,  in  fpite  of  all 
thefe  precautions,  fome  of  an  enemy’s  parties  might, 
by  the  favour  of  the  woods  deal  upon  a  town,  and 
ftorm  it,  while  the  inhabitants  were  at  church,  the 
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military  men  are  permitted  to  carry  their  arms  there 
along  with  them,  when  there  is  any  reafon  to  fuf- 
pecft  fuch  an  attack  that  they  may  be  in  readinefs 
to  flop  a  coup  de  main,  and  give  the  reft  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  dme  to  look  about  them. 

This  republick  occupies  a  great  extent  of  coun¬ 
try,  the  air  of  which  is,  in  general,  rrioift,  and  the 
weather  pretty  temperate.  In  fome  of  the  fouthern 
diftrifts  of  it,  the  winters  are  pretty  fevere ;  but 
the  lands  are  every  where  fruitful,  and  yield  fugar, 
tobacco,  and  all  the  necefiaries  of  life.  Not  only 
grains  peculiar  to  the  country,  but  thofe  brought 
from  Europe,  thrive  very  well  in  them.  The 
*  crops  of  cotton  generally  amount  to  two  thoufand 
arobes  for  every  reduction.  The  country  like- 
wife  yields,  as  we  faid  before,  great  quantities  of 
honey  and  wax,  which  require  no  trouble  but  that 
of  going  into  the  woods  to  gather  them.  When 
rhe  Indians  have  laid  up  a  ftock  of  every  thing  for 
the  prefent  year’s  confumption,  and  a  fufticiency- 
of  feed  to  provide  for  the  next  *,  what  remains  is, 
.along  with  the  weed  of  Paraguay,  carried  to  Santafe, 
to  be  exchanged  for  commodities ;  or  fold  for  mo¬ 
ney  to  pay  the  kings  tribute,  and  buy  fuch  things  as 
cannot  be  had  in  the  way  of  barter. 

The  Guaranis  were  for  a  long  time  the  only  In¬ 
dians,  in  a  manner,  that  compofed  this  republick  ; 
and  they  are  {till  the  bulk  of  them.  Next  to  them 
are  the  <Tapes ,  who  fpoke  the  fame  language,  and  are. 
probably  of  the  fame  extraflion.  Nay,  their  name 
is  often  given  to  all  the  fubjects  of  this  republick, 
in  the  refcripts  of  the  catholick  kings.  But  there  . 
are  few  nations  between  the  Parana,  the  province 
of  Uraguay,  and  Brazil,  that  have  not  fupplied  the 
Redudtions  with  recruits.  Befides,  the  miflionaries  . 
frequently  take  the  field,  in  company  with  fome  of 
their  Neophytes,  to  make  fpiritual  conquefts  ;  and 
they  feldom  return  unfuccefsful.  The  moil  tliffi? 
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cult  to  reduce  are  the  Guano  as ,  of  whom  we  lhall 
lay  fomething  in  another  place  ;  not  onjy  becaufe 
they  are  very  lazy,  and  very  diffolute,  but  more 
ftill,  becaufe  their  blood  is  mixed  with  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  fome  of  whom,  from  time  to  time,  take 
refuge  among  them  to  avoid  juftice,  and  cannot, 
by  their  bad  example,  but  give  them  a  diflike  to 
the  chriftian  religion.  Some  of  thefe  Guanoas, 
however,  who  through  curiofity,  or  a  defire  of  fee¬ 
ing  their  countrymen,  come  to  the  reductions,  are 
retained  there  by  the  kind  reception  they  meet. 
This  is,  likewife,  the  cafe  with  fome  other  In¬ 
dians  and  even  with  the  Charuas ,  a  wandering  and 
very  ravage  people,  who  maffacred  great  num¬ 
bers  of  Spaniards,  during  the  firft  building 
of  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  neighbouring  eftablifh- 
ments.  But  thofe,  who,  next  to  the  Guaranis  and 
the  Tapes,  have  contributed  moft  to  fill  up  the  va¬ 
cancies,  which  war,  and  efpecially  ficknefs,  pretty 
often  occafion  in  the  reductions,  are  the  Gnananas , 
who  live  between  the  Parana  and  Brazil.  For,  as 
thefe  Indians  cultivate  the  earth,  admit  no  outlaws 
among  them,  and  are  pretty  docile  and  laborious, 
there  is  the  lefs  trouble  to  gain  them  over. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  appear  furprizing,  that  a  re- 
publick  fo  well  regulated,  and  in  which  fo  much 
care  is  taken  to  prevent  every  thing  that  may  im¬ 
pair  the  health  of  its  members,  fhould  not  people 
fafter,  But,  befides  the  Neophytes  having  been 
for  along  time  the  fport  of  revolutions  and  a  prey 
to  wars,  by  which  an  infinite  number  of  them  pe- 
riflied  -s  befides  their  long  and  frequent  expedi- 
ditions  at  a  great  diftance  from  home  in  the  king’s 
fervice,  fince,  by  being  permitted  the  ufe  of  hre 
arms,  they  have  had  nothing  to  fear  from  other  In¬ 
dians  no  method  has  been  as  yet  difeovered  to 
fecure  them  from  certain  epidemical  difeafes,  which 
fometimes  carry  off  half  the  inhabitants  of  the. 

towns 


t  f 


OF  PAR  A  G  U  A  Y. 

towns,  in  which  they  break  out.  And.  it  is  this 
that  has  deceived  feveral  perfons,  who,  from  feeing 
the  tribute  rolls  of  one  year,  formed  an  eftimate  of 
what  was  to  be  paid  into  the  treafury  the  next ;  not 
confidering,  or  perhaps  not  willing  to  confider,  that 
the  number  of  thofe  fubjed  to  the  tribute  was.  not 
only  not  encreafed,  but  confiderably  leffened. 

The  commoneft  of  thefe  diforders,  which  are 
often  called  plagues,  on  account  of  their  becom¬ 
ing  general  in  a  fhort  time,  are  the  fmall  pox,  the 
purples,  malignant  fevers,  and  a  fourth,  of  which  we 
are  barely  told,  that  it  is  attended  with  very  fharp 
pains.  Thefe  diforders  are  fo  much  the  more  dam 
.  gerous,  as  the  Indians,  quite  careiefs  of  themfelves, 

'  can  fcarce  ever  be  prevailed  on  by  others  to  take 
any  pains  to  prevent  them,  or  flop  their  progrefs  ; 
and  as,  befides,  there  is  not  a  fmgle  phyfician  in  all 
the  reductions,  nor  any  other  furgeons,  but  a  few 
lay  brother  jefuits  ;  and  it  has  not  as  yet  been 
found  poflible  to  eflablifh  hofpitals  or  good  dif- 
penfaries.  The  miflionaries  fupply,  as  much  as 
poflible,  the  want  of  all  thefe  necdfaries,  by  all 
the  care  the  moft  induilrious  and  tender  charity  can 
fuggeft,  efpecially  for  the  relief  of  the  Tick  ;  and 
it  muft  be  owned,  that  two  men,  and  fometimes 
but  one,  obliged  to  attend,  at  once,  to  all  the  necef- 
fities  of  body  and  foul,  and  make  frequent  excur- 
fions  into  the  country,  where  feveral  men  {rationed 
there  to  carry  on  forne  branches  of  hufbandry,  or 
take  care  of  their  cattle,  are  overtaken  by  the  dis¬ 
order  ;  and  who  often  have  not,  by  day  or  by  night, 
a  moment’s  repofe  •,  it  mull  be  granted,  I  fay, 
that  perfons  having  fo  many  calls  to  anfwer,  can¬ 
not  poffibly  anfwer  them  all.  It  is  even  furprizing, 
and  in  feme  fort  miraculous,  that  breathing  on 
thefe  oceafions,  as  they  conflandy  do,  an  infected 
and  being  incefiantly  employed  in  Serving  the 
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Sick,  adminiftring  the  Sacraments  to  the  dying, 
and  burying  the  dead,  they  fo  feldom  catch  any 

dif- 
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order  themfelves,  or  fink  under  the  fatigue  of  at¬ 
tending  others. 

The'  Indians  know  all  this  perfectly  well.  No- 
thing  makes  a  greater  impieflion  upon  them,  or 
the  Infidels,  many  of  whom  are  often  witnefies  to  it, 
than  this  charity,  which  takes  in  every  necefiity, 
and  expofes  itfelf  to  every  danger;  which  no  labours 
can  frighten,  no  drudgery  difguft.  It  is,  therefore, 
no  way  furprizing,  that  fenfible  as  they  are  of  the 
great  difference  between  their  fituation,  and  that  of 
the  other  Indians  obliged  to  do  perfonal  fervice, 
they  are  fo  attached  to  thofe,  to  whom  they  are  in¬ 
debted  for  their  liberty ;  and  that,  as  often  as  other 
pallors  have  been  fent  to  them,  they  immediately 
difperfed.  This  has  happened  more  than  once. 
The  jefuit  Miflionaries,  have,  on  their  fide,  for  the 
Neophytes  a  tendernefs,  that  is  fcarce  conceivable ; 
and  is  infpired  chiefly  by  that  undeferved  confidence 
in  them*  which  thefe  poor  Indians  exprefs,  on  every 
oecafion,  by  their  patience  and*refignation  in  fick  « 
nefies  the  moil  painful,  during  which,  though  de- 
ftitute  of  many  things  fit  for  perfons  in  their  con¬ 
dition,  and  with  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
thefe  Fathers  to  fupply  them,  they  feldom  are  heard 
to  utter  a  fingle  complaint.  They  receive  with 
fubmiflion,  and  even  with  thanks,  every  thing 
from  the  hand  of  God ;  and  figh  after  nothing 
but  their  heavenly  country. 

The  consolation  of  thefe  apofloiic  men,  when 
the  Lord  flrikes  their  flock  in  this  manner,  con- 
fifts  in  their  having  the  greatefl:  certainty,  that  can 
be  expected,  that  heaven  is  peopled  by  their  lofles; 
and  that  they  thereby  gain  fo  many  new  intercef- 
fors  with  the  mailer  of  the  harveft,  to  give  them  a 
more  abundant  crop  in  their  .fpiritual  excurfions. 
Thefe  diforders  eften  attack  the  neophytes  in  their 
journeys,  in  which  they  are  quite  deflitute  of  all 
manner  of  affiflance.  It  fometimes,  happens,  that, 

when 


OF  PARAGUAY.  299 

>vhen  they  have  fcarce  got  half  way,  the  fmall-pox 
overtakes  them,  and  obliges  them  to  ftop  fhort,  in 
imminent  danger  of  perilling  on  feme  defart  fliore, 
or  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  barbarians.  Father 
Cattaneo,  who,  at  his  very  firft  entrance  upon  this 
million  in  the  year  1730,  happened  to  be  prefent  at 
one  of  thefe  fudden  furprizes  by  ficknefs,  gives  us, 
in  one  of  his  letters,  fuch  a  detail  of  the  diltrefs  at¬ 
tending  them,  as  can  fcarce  be  read  without  Ihed- 
ding  tears. 

Such  is  this  pretended  kingdom,  of  which,  it  is 
faid,  that  the  jefuits  are  fovereigns  of,  and  draw 
from  treafures  enough  to  enrich  all  the  fociety ; 
but  into  which,  it  is  added,  they  take  the  greateft 
care  not  to  let  any  ftrangers  enter,  left  it  fhould  be 
difcovered  what  ufe  they  make  of  all  thefe  riches, 
and  be  driven  out  of  the  country,  in  cafe  the 
avenues  to  it  came  to  be  well  known.  Nothing: 
has,  as  yet,  been  faid  of  the  Chriftian  Rdpublick 
of  the  Chiquites ,  which  the  fame  Jefuits  of  Para¬ 
guay  founded  a.  little  more  than  fixty  years  ago, 
in  the  province  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  and  of 
which  I  fhall  fpeak  in  due  feafon.  It  differs  in  no¬ 
thing  from  that  of  the  Guaranis,  upon  which  it  has 
been  modelled,  but  that  it  was  fooner  brought  to 
perfection,  becaufe  the  Chiquites  are  more  laborious 
than  the  Guaranis ;  and  fupported  their  miffionaries 
for  iome  years,  during  which  they  received  no  pen- 
lion  from  court,  as  the  Neophytes  had  not  as  yet 
been  declared  immediate  vafials  of  the  crown,  nor 
were,  confequently, .  liable  to  pay  any  tribute. 

I  cannGt  better  conclude  this  defcription  of  the 
Chriftian  Republick  eftablifhed  on  the  Parana  and 
the  Uruguay,  than  by  the  following  letter  written 
to  Philip  V,  in  1721,  by  Don  Pedro  Faxardo,  of 
the  order  of  the  Trinity  for  the  redemption  of  cap¬ 
tives,  and  then  bifhop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  his 
lordfhip  vifited  all  the  reductions  of  his  diocefe. 

SIRE, 
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SIRE, 

A  letter  from  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  in  which 
my  perfon  is  but  little  fpared,  having  lately  fallen' 
mto  my  hands,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  your 
Kiajefty.  I  am  little  concerned  at  what  it  contains 
to  my  prejudice  ;  but  I  cannot  be  filent  in  regard 
%o  the  calumnies  and  falfe  accufations,  with  which 
k  loads  the  miffionaries  of  this  province*  As  the  wri¬ 
ter  declares,  that  letters  in  the  fame  (train  have  been 
written  to  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  I  fhould 
be  very  much  to  blame,  if  I  did  not  diicover  the 
malice  of  thofe,  who  write  them,  and  inform  your 
majefty  of  the  prudent  behaviour  and  ufeful  labours 
of  the  rruely  apoftolick  men,  againft  whom  they 
mil,  though  not  without  wounding  me  through  their 
Ikies. 

This  is  not  the  hr  ft  time.  Sire,  that  fimilar  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  made  of  theie  miffionaries  to  the 
ikpreme  council  of  the  Indies.  But  thefe  fathers, 
who  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  prefervation  and  increafe  of  their  ftouriihing 
millions,  have  fup ported  all  the  attacks  made  on 
them,  with  a  conftancy  and  equanimity,  by  which 
I  could  not  but  be  greatly  edited.  What  furprifes 
me  Hill  more,  is  that  not  only  they  appear  quite 
isifen.fi  ble  to  all  the  ftrokes  made  at  them,  but  that 
for  all  thefe  injuries  they  return  nothing  but  kind- 
nefs  and  charity.  How  many  poor  families  are  there 
in  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  who  would  ftarve  but 
for  their  airman ce  ?  With  what  zeal  do  they  nor 
labour  for  the  falvation  of  the  inhabitants  ?  They 
comfort  them  in  their  afffibtions ;  they  preach  to 
them  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  •,  they  aftift  them"  in 
licknefs;  they  inftruct  their  children;  they  com- 
pofe  their  difientions  *,  they  reconcile  them  when 
enemies ;  they  are  always  ready  to  ferve  thole,  who 
in  any  ihape  ft  an  cl  in  need  of  it. 
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But  fo  many  virtues,  inflead  of  procuring  them* 
as  one  might  naturally  exped,  the  love  and  eileem 
of  this  people,  ferve  only  to  make  them  more  rea¬ 
dily  yield  to  the  malicious  attacks  of  calumny,  i 
am  not  afraid  to  fay,  that,  if  thefe  fathers  had  lets 
virtue,  they  would  be  lefs  hated.  I  have  often  vt- 
fited  their  millions  ;  and  I  can  allure  your  majdly, 
that  I  never  beheld  more  order  or  difintereftednefs, 
than  that  with  which  they  are  governed  by  thefe  fa¬ 
thers,  who  make  ufe  of  nothing  belonging  to  the 
Neophytes  for  their  own  cloathing  or  fubfifhence* 
In  thefe  numerous  towns,  compofed  of  Indians  na¬ 
turally  given  to  all  manner  of  vice,  there  reigns  io 
•much  innocence,  that  I  don’t  believe  a  fingle  mortal 
fm  is  committed  in  them  •,  the  pallors  of  them 
preventing  by  their  great  vigilance  the  commiffion 
of  the  fmalleft  faults.  I  happened  to  be  in  one  of 
thefe  towns  on  a  feftival  of  our  lady,  and  faw  eight 
hundred  perfons'  communicate.  It  is  not  furprizing, 
that  the  enemy  of  mankind  fhould  execute  lb  many 
florins  againft  fo  holy  a  work,  and  ufe  all  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  deltroy  it.  It  is  true,  that  the  MilEo- 
naries  are  particularly  attentive  to  hinder  Indians 
from  convening  with  the  Spaniards ;  and  they  are 
very  much  in  the  right  of  it ;  as  fuch  converfation 
could  not  fail  giving  a  mortal  blow  to  their  inno-  , 
cence.  It  would  introduce  libertinifm  and  a  total 
corruption  of  manners.  Of  this  we  have  a  very 
linking  proof  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Indians  in¬ 
habiting  the  four  Indian  towns  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  this  city. 

It  is,  likewife,  true,  that  thefe  Indians  yield  an 
unlimited  fubmlffion  to  their  fathers  in  Jefus  Chrifl; 
and  what  is  very  furprizing,  there  appears  more 
gratitude  in  barbarians,  who,  before  their  convention, 
gave  room  to  doubt  if  they  were  men,  than  even 
in  thofe  born  in  the  bofom  of  the  church.  As  to 
their  pretended  riches,  nothing  can  be  more  chime¬ 
rical. 
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ideal.  What  they  earn  by  their  labour  goes  entirely 
to  procure  them  necefiaries  for  their  churches;  coarfe 
and  cheap  cloathing ;  and,  every  day,  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  meat,  Indian  com,  and  garden  fluff.  Were 
thefe  millions  worth  the  Jefuits  lb  much,  would 
their  colleges  be  fo  poor,  as  to  almoft  Want  the  com¬ 
mon  neceffaries  of  life? 

For  my  part,  who  am  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  every  thing  done  in  thefe  millions,  I  cannot 
help  applying  to  the  company  of  Jefus,  thofe  words 
of  the  book  of  Wifdom  :  How  beautiful  is  a  chafe 
generation ,  when  joined  with  the  luflre  of  a  pure  and 
burning  zeal !  which  changes  fo  many  infidels  into 
true  children  of  the  church ;  trains  them  up  in  the 
fear  of  God ;  forms  them  to  the  pra&ice  of  chrif- 
tian  virtues ;  and,  in  order  to  maintain  them  in 
piety,  and  preferve  them  from  the  contagion  of  vice, 
patiently  fuffers  the  moft  atrocious  calumnies.  The 
memory  of  fuch  a  generation  is  precious  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  man  \  particularly,  in  that  of  your  ma- 
jelly,  to  whom  this  province  is  indebted  for  fo 
many  favours. 

It  is  in  their  name,  Sire,  that  I  have  the* honour 
to  prefent  this  memorial  to  your  majefly ;  and  to 
aflc  of  you  the  fame  favour,  that  was  afked  of  Do- 
mitian  by  one  of  his  fubjedls.  I  have,  lord,  faid 
lie,  one  day,  to  this  emperor,  an  enemy,  who  grieves 
greatly  at  all  the  marks  of  goodnefs  you  give  me  ; 
but  I  befeech  you,  to  give  me  flill  more  of  them, 
that  he  may  have  flill  greater  reafon  to  grieve,  da 
Ctefar  tanto  tu ,  magis  ut  doleat.  This  is  what  I  ex¬ 
pect  from  your  majefty’s  goodnefs,  in  behalf  of 
thefe  poor  Indians,  fervently  praying  God  to  pre- 
lerve  you  for  the  good  of  this  monarchy. 

At  Buenos  Ayres,  the  20th  of  May  1721. 

Brother  Peter,  Bifhop  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
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New  decrees  of  the  SpaniJJo  court  in  favour  of  iht 
Indians ,  efpecially  thofe  fubmitting  without  com- 
pulfion ,  and  civilized  and  converted  by  the  Jefuits .■ 
Royal  vifitor  in  the  reductions.  Some  Spaniards 
feem  willing  to  comply  with  the  royal  decrees  in , 
•  favour  of  the  Indians ,  whilji  others  attempt  to 
make  jlaves  even  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  reduc¬ 
tions.  Defcription  of  the  town  called  St.  Paul 
of  Pritaningue  in  Brazil.  Why  the  inhabitants 
called  Mamelus.  The  Mamelus  carry  into  jlavery 
fever al  of  the  'Reduction  Indians ;  and  are  the 
occafion  of  many  more  feparating  from  their  paf 
tors  to  feek  foelter  in  the  woods ,  where  fome 
ptriflo  through  want  and  fatigue^  and  ethers  are 
devoured  by  wild  beafts.  Divifion  of  the  provinces 
of  Paraguay ,  and  Rio  de  la  Plata.  Defcription 
of  the  country  called  Tape .  Curious  animal.  Cu - 
rious  vegetables .  Reductions  ejlablifhed  in  TapL 
Singular  nations  called  Caaiguas .  Mamelus  deftroy 
two  Spaniflo  towns .  Reductions  removed  to  avoid 
their  fury .  Spaniards  refufe  to  ajfijl  the  new 

clorifiians . 


HILE  the  fathers  Maceta  and 
Cataldino  were  extending  their 
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fpiritual  conquefts  among  the  Guaranis  on  the  banks 
of  the  Parapamena,  fome  of  their  brethren  had  the 
happinefsof  founding  a  reduction  under  the  name  of 


St.  Ignatius 
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St.  Ignatius  Guaza,  between  the  Tebiquari  and  the 
Parana,  and  of  converting  a  great  number  of  the 
Diaguites.  Even  a  Cacique  among  the  Guaycu- 
rus,  who  affedted  to  be  called  Don  Martin,  ap¬ 
plied  for  fome  Jefuits  to  inftrudl  his  fubjebts.  But, 
though  the  Spaniards  could  not  expedi  to  live  with 
any  comfort  in  the  country  without  making  friends 
of  thefe  Indians,  and  it  was  impofiible  to  make 
friends  of  them  without  firft  making  them  chrif- 
tians,  they  could  not.  bear  even  the  diftant  prof- 
pect  of  lofing  the  perfonal  fervice  of  thefe  poor 
creatures,  whom  they,  in  a  manner,  considered  as 
part  of  their  property.  Nay,  fome  of  them,  in 
hopes,  it  is  probable,  of  fruftrating  the  charitable 
deftgns  of  the  miftionaries,  went  fo  far  as  to  pub- 
lifh,  that  the  Spaniards  had  killed  the  relation  of 
Don  Martin,  to  whom  thefe  fathers  had  promifed 
the  fulled:  fecurity  for  himfelf  and  his  i objects, 
while  they  remained  along  with  him,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  come  and  fettle  nearer  the  province 
of  Paraguay.  But  the  authors  of  fo  fcandalous  a 
report  were  fortunately  difeovered,  though  not 
puniflied  with  the  feverity  they  deferved. 

^  In  the  mean  time,  Don  Francifco  Alfaro 
arrived  in  Tucuman,  in  quality  of  royal 
vidtor,  with  inftrudlions  to  regulate  the  manner,  in 
which  the  Indians  given  in  command  ihould  be 
treated,  fo  as  to  leave  no  juft  reafon,  to  com¬ 
plain,  to  them,  or  the  Spaniards.  But  it  was  no 
eafy  matter  to  determine,  what  the  Spaniards 
had  a  juft  right  to  expefh  The  perfonal  fer¬ 
vice,  on  the  footing  it  then  flood,  could  only 
be  confidered  as  an  abufe  of  the  commandes,  which 
it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  reduce  to  equitable 
bounds  •,  and,  accordingly,  neither  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign,  nor  the  reprefentations  of  the 
bifhops,  nox  the  feverity  of  the  governors  and  in¬ 
ferior 
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ferior  magiftrates  have  as  yet  been  able  to  conquer 
this  inveterate  evil. 

The  vifiter,  after  declaring  his  majefty’i  inten¬ 
tions,  and  conferring  in  private  with  feverai  pcrfons 
who  bell  underftood.  the  nature  of  the  affair,  called 
an  affembly  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  in  which  every  point  was  very  maturely  ex¬ 
amined  and  difcuffed.  The  refult  was  an  unani¬ 
mous  decree,  that  the  perfonal  fervice,  in  the 
manner  it  was  then  exacted  in  the  country,  was 
unlawful  for  the  reafons.  publickly  ailed ged  by 
every  member.  The  vifiter,  then,  let  out  for  Cor- 
duba,  where  the  evil  was  much  greater  than  at 
*  Santiago  5  and,  on  his  arrival  there,  publifhed  the 
king’s  orders,  the  viceroy’s  edi&s,  the  fentences 
of  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  and  the  new 
decree  juft  now  mentioned.  But  he  met  with  fo 
many  obftacles  in  the  execution  of  them,  that  he 
thought  proper  to  mitigate  them  a  little,  in  hopes 
that,  by  proceeding  with  more  gentlenefs,  he  might 
the  fooner  difpofe  the  parties  concerned  to  yield, 
at  laft,  an  unlimited  obedience  to  the  juft  com¬ 
mands  of  their  fuperiours.  But  we  are  not  told 
how  far  he  earned  his  eondefcenfion,  nor  what  ef¬ 
fects  it  then  produced.  All  we  know  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  is,  that  he  remained  but  a  fhort  time  in  this, 
town  *,  and  that,  if  ever  the  perfonal  fcrvice  was 
put  upon  a  proper  footing,  it  continued  fo  but 
a  very  ihort  time. 

The  vifiter,  then,  fet  out  for  the  A  fill  motion,  in 
company  with  Don  Diego  Martin  Negroni,  named 
to  the  government  of  Paraguay  and  the  provincial 
of  the  Jefuits,  whom  he  had  met  at  Cordoba. 
At  fome  diftance  from  the  Affumption,  they  were 
pretty  much  furprized  to  fee  a  large  boat  draw  near 
them  covered  with  green  branches  and  flowers ; 
but  more  fo,  when  they  found  it  carried  the  fon  of 
Don  Martin,  the  Guaycums  Cacique,  whom  his 

Vol.  L  *  Y  feher! 


3°6 


THE  HISTORY 


father  had  fent  to  compliment  the  vifiter  in  his 
name,  and  obtain  leave  for  himielf  to  wait  upon 
him,  in  perfon.  The  young  Indian  acquitted  hitn- 
felf  fo  well  of  his  commiffion,  that  he  charmed  all 
the  fpedtators  *,  and  the  vifiter,  the  governor,  and 
the  provincial  thought  proper  to  perform  the  reft 
of  the  journey  in  his  boat,  in  order  to  give  him 
an  unquestionable  proof  of  their  reliance  on  his 
affurances.  Don  Martin  himfelf  arrived  at  the 
Affumption,  in  a  very  fhort  time  after  them,  ac¬ 
companied  by  father  Gonzales  who  had  been  fent 
to  him  at  Ms  requeft,  and  a  great  many  of  his 
countrymen,  who  were  all  very  well  received.  He 
even  brought  another  fon  of  his,  two  years  old,  to 
be  baptized  ;  and,  though  he  himfelf  had  not  as 
yet  applied  for  that  favour,  father  Torrez  thought 
proper  to  comply  with  his  requeft ;  the  vifiter  and 
the  governor  Handing  fponfors,  in  perfon,  to  the 
young  chriftian. 

The  vifiter,  then,  caufed  the  fame  publications  to 
be  made  in  the  Affumption,  in  regard  to  the  per¬ 
fon  al  fervice,  which  he  had  before  ordered  at  Cor- 
duba  and  Santiago  ;  but  the  principal  inhabitants, 
many  of  whom  were  related  to  the  firft  families  of 
Spain,  reprefented  to  him,  that,  by  depriving  them 
of  the  fervices  of  the  Indians,  or  reducing  it  to 
the  limits  mentioned  in  his  proclamation,  they 
Ihould  be  abfolutely  difabled  from  paying  the 
king,  what  his  majefly  required  of  them.  AH 
this  was  true ;  but  it  was  their  o wn  fault,  and  that 
of  their  forefathers,  who,  by  treating  the  natives 
of  the  country  with  more  juftice  and  humanity, 
might  have  obtained  far  greater  fervices  from  them, 
than  any  they  could  expedc  in  the  date  of  ftavery, 
to  which  they  had  reduced  them.  The  evil,  how¬ 
ever,  being  already  done,  (for  a  prodigious  num¬ 
ber  of  Indians  had  periftied  by  exceflive  labour, 
or  fed  to  avoid  it,}  the  vifiter  thought  he  might 

content 
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confent  to  a  medium,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  would  not  render  defperate  fo  many  perfons  of 
quality,  fhould,  in  no  fhape,  ft r ike  at  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign.  He,  therefore,  permitted  thofe, 
who  had  Indians  in  command,  to  exaft  from  them, 
during  the  ipace  of  one  month  in  every  year, 
what  fervices  they  thought  proper,  provided  they 
paid  them  wages  for  the  work  done  during  the 
other  eleven  months.  To  this  regulation  he  added 
feveral  others  in  favour  of  the  Indians  j  and  the 
king  not  only  approved  the  gratuitous  fervice  of 
thofe  in  command  during  one  month,  but  gave 
.  leave  to  extend  it  to  two  months,  as  it  had  been 
at  the  firft  inftitution  of  the  commands.  But  it 
will  appear  hereafter,  that,  in  procefs  of  time, 
things  infenfibly  returned  to  their  old  footing. 

The  vifiter,  next,  declared,  in  the  king’s  name, 
that  neither  the  Guaranis  nor  the  Guaycurus  fhould 
ever  be  given  in  command,  upon  any  pretence 
whatfoever ;  and  that  the  fathers  of  the  focietv  of 
Jefus  fhould,  alone,  be  charged  with  the  care  of  in- 
ftrufling  and  civilizing  them  ;  and  engaging  them 
to  acknowledge  for  fovereigns  the  kings  of  Spain, 
of  whom  they  fhould  be  confidered  as  the  im¬ 
mediate  vafials  •,  and  that  their  miftionaries  fhould 
receive  out  of  the  royal  treafury  the  fame  falary, 
that  was  allowed  to  the  parifh  priefts  among  the 
Indians  of  Peru.  But  father  Torrez  begged  the 
vifiter  to  reduce  it  to  one  fourth,  afturing  him, 
that  it  was  enough  for  religious  men,  who  knew 
how  to  live  within  bounds.  We  have  already  feen, 
that  what  the  king  allows  the  parifh  priefts  of  the 
reductions  for  their  fubfiftence,  is  taken  from  the 
tribute,  which  the  Indians  of  them  pay  his  ma- 
jefty.  Though  father  Torrez’s  difintereftednefs 
gave  great  fatisfaflion,  the  vifiter  had  fcarce  left 
the  Affumption,  when  there  arofe  fo  furious  a 
jform  againft  the  Jefuits,  as  the  authors  of  theie 
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new  regulations  we  have  been  (peaking  of,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  retire  to  their  farm  houfe  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Soon  after  their  expulfion, 
however,  one  of  the  moil  confiderable  inhabitants, 
attended  by  all  the  Indians  he  had  in  command, 
waited  on  the  governor,  and  protefted  to  him,  upon 
oath,  that  he  would  rather  fee  himfelf  reduced  to 
beggary,  than  trefpals  the  bounds  lately  prefcribed 
to  the  encoitienderoes.  Then,  turning  to  his  In¬ 
dians,  he  declared  to  them,  that  he,  by  no  means, 
pretended  to  treat  them  as  Haves  for  the  future, 
as  he  had  hitherto  done  ^  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would  confider  them  as  his  children.  Though 
this  humane  and  charitable  a.£t  made  fo  great  an 
imprtfiion  upon  moil  of  thofe  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  that  the  Jefuits  were  loon  invited  back 
to  their  college,  there  ftill  remained  a  leaven  of  ill 
will  againft  them,  which  has  often  fhown  itfelf, 
efpecially  fince  the  Spaniards  began  again  to  treat 
the  Indians  with  their  ufuai  cruelty  and  injuflice. 
Don  Francifco  concluded  his  vifitation  by  a  tour 
to  Santiago,  where  he  had  received  the  ftrideft 
orders  from  his  majefty,  and  the  viceroy  of  Peru, 
to  fee  the  Jefuits  reeftablifhed  ;  but  he  had  no  oc- 
cafion  to  proceed  to  violent  methods  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  new  governor,  and  his  predecefTor, 
who  had  been  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  king 
for  fullering  the  Jefuits  to  be  driven  out  of  the 
place ;  the  bilhop,  who  now  began  to  lament  with 
tears  his  weaknefs  in  regard  to  them,  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  every  rank  ;  all  being  readier  to  receive 
them,  than  they  were  to  return.  The  fathers, 
however,  at  length  complied ;  and  the  vifiter  en¬ 
dowed  their  college,  partly  out  of  the  king's  reve¬ 
nues,  and  partly  out  of  thofe  of  the  cathedral.  A 
feminary  was,  like  wife,  opened  for  the  education 
of  youth  ;  but  it  was  foon  after  transferred  to 
Cordoba,  which  is,  at  prefent,  the  capital  of  the 

province. 
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province,  and  the  refide-nce  of  its  bifhops.  Much 
about  the  fame  time,  the  Spaniards,  alarmed  at 
feme  events,  which  they  confidered  as  fo  many 
judgments  upon  thofe,  who  had  made  the  greateif 
abufe  of  the  commands,  lincerely  renounced  the 
perfonal  fervice,  which  they  had  hitherto  exacted 
from  the  Indians.  Some  of  them  even  made  them 
very  large  prefents,  by  way  of  atonement  for  their 
former  oppreffions  ;  and  thefe  poor  creatures,  tranf- 
ported  with  joy  atfo  fudden  a  change,  did  nothing 
but  extol  thofe,  to  whom  they  imagined  they  were 
chiefly  indebted  for  it ;  and  lent  them  invitations, 
from  every  quarter,  to  fettle  among  them,  promif* 

•  ing  to  repay  their  endeavours  with  the  greateft  do¬ 
cility  and  fubmiflion. 

Every  thing  being  thus  regulated  in  Tucuman, 
father  Torrez  turned  all  his  thoughts  towards  the 
province  of  Guayra.  The  firft  Hep  he  took  was 
to  fend  father  'Antonio  Ruiz  de  Montoya,  lately 
arrived  from  Spain,  to  the  affiAance  of  the  fathers 
Maceta  and  Cataldino,  who  were  no  longer  fuf- 
.ficient  for  the  prodigious  number  of  Guaranis, 
that  daily  came  to  put  themfelves  under  their  con¬ 
duct.  The  four  reductions,  however,  which  thefe 
miffionaries  had  already  formed,  were  not  as  yet 
overstocked  with  chriltians ;  for,  having  remarked, 
that  molt  of  their  profelytes  repaired  to  them, 
merely  to  avoid  being  moleAed  by  the  Spaniards, 
or  the  Portugueze  of  Brazil ;  and  in  order  to  be 
the  better  able  to  defend  themfelves  agai  n  A  their 
old  enemies  ;  they  began  to  admit  them  v/ith  fome 
referve,  as  many  of  thofe,  who  had  been  too 
readily  received,  foon  grew  tired  ot  the  regular 
life  they  were  made  to  lead,  and  returned  to  their 
woods  and  mountains,  when  the  miffionaries 
leaft  expected  it,  in  fpite  of  all  the  indulgence  that 
could  be  allowed  them  without  difhonouring  the 
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religion,  which  it  was  the  chief  ambition  of  the 
miffionaries  to  make  them  embrace. 

In  the  year  1615,  Father  Torrez,  who  had,  but  • 
feven  years  before  founded  this  province  with  fe- 
ven  jefuits,  was  fuccyeded  by  father  Pedro  de  Onate, 
to  whom  he  left  no  id's  than  one  hundred  and  nine¬ 
teen  ;  and  this  number  was  greatly  encreaied,  the 
year  following,  by  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from 
Europe,  fo  that  theft  religious  now  found  them- 
felves  in  a  condition  to  open  regular  c lades  in  their 
colleges  at  Buenos  Ayres  Santafe  and  St.  Michael ; 
i'upply  with  pallors  fome  fpanifh  towns  deftitute  of 
fpiritual  affiftance;  and  fend  others  to  maintain  and 
extend  the  fpritual  conquefts  they  had ‘already  made 
among  the  Indians,  and  attempt  new  ones.  Of 
thofe  lent  on  this  laft  errand,  father  Gonzalez  had 
the  great, eft  fuccefs.  He  founded  a  redu&ion  at  a 
place  called  Itapua,  fixty  leagues  from  the  Af- 
iumption,  where  a  gut,  by  which  a  marfh  drains 
into  the  Parana,  forms  a  kind  of  port  ;  and  two 
others  in  the  neighbourhood.  But  Don  Ferdi- 
nando  Arias,  who  had  married  this  father’s  lifter, 
and  had  been  lately  promoted,  for  the  fecond 
time,  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  had  like 
to  have  blafted  thefe  promifing  appearances  by 
an  indifcreet  attempt  to  forward  them.  Contrary 
to  his  brother  in  law’s  advice,  he  would  vifit  the 
new  reductions  •,  and,  though  the  Neophytes,  fuf- 
ficiently  apprized  by  their  paftor  of  the  friendiinef$ 
of  his  intentions,  expreffed  the  greateft  pleafure  at 
feeing  him,  the  appearance  of  about  fifty  foldiers, 
whom  he  had  taken  along  with  him,  caufed  fuch  an 
alarm  among  the  neighbouring  Indians,  that, 
while  he  was  difpofing  of  all  the  civil  and  military 
employments  of  the  new  eftablifnments,  with  the 
fame  authority  he  could  have  done  in  any  fpanifh 
town  of  his  government,  a  large  body  affernbled 
to  cut  h;m  off  in  his  return  ^  and  would  have  in- 
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falllbly  done  it,  had  not  his  brother  in  law’s  elo- 
quence  opened  him  a  paffage  through  them.  The 
governor,  having  thought  proper  to  offer  the  ca¬ 
cique,  who  commanded  them,  a  ftaffof  command, 
in  the  king’s  name,  the  barbarian  prince  nobly  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had,  for  alongtimepaft,  commanded 
in  the  country  without  any  luch  ffaff;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  defired  him  to  keep  the  bauble  for  fhmebody 
eife,  who  might  think  it  worth  his  acceptance, 

g  Im  the  mean  time,  an  epidemick  dif- 
1  1  ’  eafe  broke  out  in  the  old  reductions, 

and  carried  off  a  great  number  >f  the  inhabitants  ; 
but  thefe  Ioffes,  as  they  ferved  to  people  heaven, 

•  gave  the  miflionaries  much  lefs  uneafinefs  than 
they  fuffered  by  living  fo  near  the  town  of 
Villarica,  whofe  inhabitants  let  flip  no  opportunity 
of  carrying  off  all  the  new  chriilians  they  could 
furprize,  treating  them  in  a  manner  that  expofed 
them  to  the  danger  of  lofing  their  faith  along  with 
their  liberty.  To  remedy  this  evil,  the  fathers 
thought  proper  to  remove  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Pamnapane  and  the  Pirape  ;  but  it  was  not  long 
before  they  difcovered,  that,  by  flying  from  one 
enemy,  they  got  more  within  the  reach  of  another, 
whofe  neighbourhood  foon  became  fatal  to  all  thefe 
new  churches.  Thefe  were  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Paul  of  Piratiningue,  a  fmall  town  of  the  province 
of  St.  Vincent  in  Brazil,  of  whofe  origin  and  cha- 
N  rafter  it  is  requifite  I  fhould  fay  fornething,  that  the 
reader  may  the  better  underftand  the  fequel  of  this 
hiffory. 

•  The  Portuguefe  who  conquered  Brazil,  after 
building  St,  Vincent  on  the  fea  fhore,  fent  colonies 
into  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  where  they 
built  fome  towns,  of  which  one  of  the  mofic  famous 
was  this  of  St.  Paul,  furnamed  Piratinifiga  from 
the  Indian  name  of  the  diftrift,  in  which  it  was 
founded.  Some  time  after  the  foundation  cf  tins 
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place,  father  Emmanuel  de  Nobrega,  who  had 
been  feat  over  to  Brazil  by  St.  Ignatius,  and  was 
the  firft  provincial  of  the  jefuits  there,  finding,  that 
this  little  town  was  advantageoufly  fituated  to  found 
a  numerous  church  of  Brazilians  ;  and  imagining, 
bdides,  that  the  Indians  here  were  more  docile 
than  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Vincent,  re¬ 
moved  to  it  the  college  of  this  laft  city;  and,  as  hear- 
rived  at  Piratininga  the  eve  of  the  converfion  of  St. 
Paul,  he  gave  his  new  church  the  name  of  that  apof- 
tle  ;  and  this  name,  in  courfe  of  time,  became  that 
of  the  town  itfelf. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  place  continued, 
for  fome  time,  in  religious  fentiments, 
through  the  endeavours  of  the  jefuits  eftablifhed 
among  them  ;  and  the  Indians  of  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  for  whom  theje  fathers  found  means  to  ob¬ 
tain  good  treatment  from  their  new  neighbours, 
embraced  the  gofpel  in  great  numbers.  But  this 
fuccefs  was  of  fhort  continuance,  and  the  Portu- 
guefe  colony  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  upon 
which  the  miffionaries  had  founded  their  greateft 
hopes  for  extending  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
foon  became  an  invincible  barrier  in  the  way  of  their 
fpiritual  conquefh.  The  evil  proceeded  from  an¬ 
other  colony  contiguous  to  that  of  St.  P  aul,  in 
which  the  blood  of  the  Portuguefe  had  been  greatly 
mixed  with  that  of  the  Brazilians ;  for  the  conta¬ 
gion  of  this  bad  example  foon  reaching  St.  Paul, 
there  fprang  from  this  mixture  a  perverfe  gene¬ 
ration,  who  carried  their  diforders  of  every  kind 
to  fuch  an  excefs,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  they  came 
to  be  called  Mamelus ,  on  account  of  their  great  re- 
femblance  to  thefe  Haves  of  the  ancient  fultans  of 

Egypt.  ;  ■;  .  :  . . 

This  diffolution  became  fo  general,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  endeavours  of  the  governors,  magiftrates,  and 
jeiuits,  feconded  by  the  ecclefiaflical  fuperiours,  to 
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put  a  flop  to  it,  that  the  Mamelus,  at  length, 
Ihook  off  the  yoke  of  all  divine  and  human  au¬ 
thority.  Upon  this,  a  great  number  of  banditti  of 
different  nations,  Portuguefe,  Spaniards,  Dutch, 
and  Italians,  who  were  obliged  to  fly  the  juftice 
of  men,  and  defpifed  that  of  God,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  natives,  fettled  amongft  them  ;  and, 
having  foon  contra&ed  a  tafte  for  violence  ^nd 
rapine,  gave  themfelves  up  to  it  without  ref- 
traint,  and  filled  with  horror  a  great  extent  of 
•  country.  The  fhorteft  method  of  putting  a  flop 
to  fo  great  an  evil,  was  to  purge  the  earth  of  thefe 
mifcreants.  It  was  equally  the  intereft  of  the 
.  two  crowns  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  now  united 
under  one  head,  to  attempt  it.  But  the  town  of 
St.  Paul,  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  rock,  the  ave¬ 
nues  to  which  may  be  eafiiy  defended  by  a  few 
refolute  fellows,  could  only  be  reduced  by  famine ; 
and  a  much  more  numerous  army  would  have  been 
requifite  for  this  purpofe,  than  either  Brazil  or 
Paraguay  could  raife  and  fupport.  Befides,  there 
never  exiffed,  between  the  two  nations,  harmony 
enough  to  make  fueh  an  enterprize  fucceed. 

The  air  at  St.  Paul  is  very  wholefome  and  the  fky 
always  ferene.  The  weather  too,  is  very  temperate^ 
though  it  lies  in  the  44th  degree  of  South  latitude. 
All  the  lands  about  it  are  very  fertile,  and  produce 
the  belt  of  wheat,  befides  the  fineff  fugar  canes  •,  and 
abound  with  exceeding  good  paftures.  It  could, 
therefore,  be  merely  through  a  fpirit  of  libertinilm, 
and  a  love  of  rapine,  that  the  Mamelus  fa  long 
made  it  their  bufinds  to  overrun,  in  fpite  of  the 
greateff  dangers  of  every  kind,  and  the  moft  con- 
ffant  fatigues,  thefe  vaft  uncultivated  regions, 
which,  from  time  to  time,  they  have  defpoiled  of 
two  millions  of  inhabitants,  fo  that  their  own  coun¬ 
try  muff  foon  have  been  without  inhabitants,  if 
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to  the  many  who  never  returned  from  thefe  tut* 
eurfions,  which  fometimes  lalled  feven  years,  they 
did  not  fnbllitute  fome  of  the  captives  they- 
brought  home  with  them,  or  fome  Indians,  with 
whom  they  had  formed  an  alliance. 

The  Spaniards  of  Paraguay  were  ^as  great  {of¬ 
ferers  by  thefe  ruffians,  as  the  Indian  nations  that 
happened  to  lie  in  their  paffage.  But  the  former 
could  blame  none  but  themfelves  for  what  they 
iliffered  •,  for,  had  they  fupported  the  reductions 
properly,  the  Mamelus  would  have  found  in  them 
an  infuperable  barrier  ;  but,  to  their  great  misfor¬ 
tune,  avarice  blinded  them  to  their  real  interefh 
They  could  not  help  confidering  thefe  new  churches 
merely  as  a  part  of  their  property,  and  never  open¬ 
ed  their  eyes  to  the  advantages  they  might  have 
lawfully  derived  fronythem,  till  all  this  frontier  was 
unpeopled  and  entirely  ruined.  As  the  Mamelus^ 
however,  foon  met  with  more  refiflence  from  the 
new  chriflians,  than  they,  at  firfl,  expelled,  and 
did  not  chufe  to  weaken  themfelves  by  dint  of  con- 
quell,  they  had  recourfe  to  hratagem,  and  put 
feveral  kinds  in  practice. 

That,  which  for  fome  time  fucceeded  bell,  was, 
to  appear  in  fmall  parties,  led  by  commanders  in 
the  habit  of  jefuits,  in  thofe  places,  which  they  knew 
thejefuks  frequented  in  hopes  of  making  profe- 
lytes.  The  firll  thing  they  did  on  thefe  occafions 
was  to  erect  croffes.  They,  next,  made  little  prefents 
to  the  Indians  they  met ;  diltributed  remedies  a- 
Hi  png  the  lick  9  and,  as  they  were  mailers  ol;  the 
Guarani  language,  exhorted  them  to  embrace  the 
chriftian  religion,  of  which  they  explained  to  them, 
in  a  few  words,  the  principal  articles.  When  they  , 
had  by  thefe  arts  alfembled  a  great  number  of 
them,  they  propofed  to  them  to  remove  to  fome 
more  convenient  fpot,  where  they  allured  them  they 
fhouid  want  for  nothing.  Molt  of  the  poor  crea- 
.  ..  cures 
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tares  permitted  themfelves  to  be  thus  led  by  the 
nofe  by  thefe  wolves  in  fneep’s  cloathmg,  till  the 
traitors,  dropping  the  malk,  began  to  tie  them; 
cutting  the  throats  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
efcape,  and  carrying  the  reft  into  flavery.  Some, 
however,  efcaped,  from  time  to  time,  and  alarmed 
the  whole  country.  The  jefuits  were  confidered 
by  the  Indians,  as  the  authors  of  this  wicked  con¬ 
trivance,  till  thefe  fathers  could  point  out  who  they 
really  were;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  befides  being 
expofed  to  greater  dangers  than  ever  during  their 
cxcur lions,  generally  returned  without  being  able 
to  prevail  on  any  Indians  to  follow  them. 

The  Indians  of  the  new  republick  formed  1718 
by  thefe  fathers,  had  not  till  now  been  admitted  to 
the  holy  table,  except  at  the  hour  of  death ;  nor  were 
any  admitted  even  then,  but  fuch  as  had  withftood  a 
tryal  of  feven  years  fince  their  baptifm.  This  time 
was  thought  neceffary  to  obtain  certain  proofs  of  their 
conftancy ;  to  render  them  capable  of  conceiving  a 
high  opinion  of  the  dignity  of  fo  auguft  a  facrament ; 
and  to  infpire  them  with  areal  hunger  for  this  celefcial 
nourifhment.  Many,  in  fact,  did  furprifing  things 
to  obtain  leave  to  partake  of  it.  As  nothing  goes 
againft  the  grain  of  thefe  people  fo  much  as  humi¬ 
liations,  it  was  this  way  the  miffionaries  chiefly 
tried  them  ;  and  they  fupported  the  tryal  with  a 
courage  that  could  fcarce  be  expebled.  As  foon 
as  notice  was  given  to  them  to  prepare  for  eat¬ 
ing  the  bread  of  life,  they  did  it  by  all  the  exer- 
dies  of  piety  and  pennance  they  could  think  of ; 
efpecially  by  falling,  which  fome  carried  to  fach 
a  length  as  not  to  tafle  any  thing  for  two  days  to¬ 
gether.  Confidering  their  voracity,  and  readinefs 
to  digeft,  which  we  have  already  fpoken  of,  no¬ 
thing  could  better  prove  how  earneftly  they  hun¬ 
gered  after  this  divine  manna.  And,  indeed, 
/they 


aped  fuch  fruits  from  it,  that  even  their 
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'pallors  could  hardly  perfuade  thergfelves  they  wera 
the  fame  men. 

There  had  been  current,  for  a  long  time  p'a  fly 
in  the  adjacent  provinces,  a  tradition,  to  which, 
perhaps,  more  credit  has  been  given  in  feme  re¬ 
lations,  than  it  really  deferves ;  but  which,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is,  I  believe,  as  difficult  to  refute  as  to 
prove.  As  foon  as  the  fathers  Cataldino  and  Ma^ 
ceta  had  removed  to  a  greater  diftance  from  the 
Spanifh  fettle  men  ts,  in  order  to  meet  with  fewer 
obftacles  to  the  converfi-on  of  the  Guaranis,  fome 
of  the  principal  men  among  thefe  Indians  allured 
them,  that  they  had  been  informed  by  their  ances¬ 
tors,  that  a  holy  man,  called  Pay  Luma ,  or  Pay 
Puma^  had  preached  in  their  country  the  faith  of 
Heaven,  (fo  they  exprefled  themfelves  p  that  num¬ 
bers  had  put  themielves  under  his  conduft  ,  and 
that,  at  his  departure,  he  had  foretold,  that  they  and 
their  descendants  'would  abandon  the  worfhip  of 
the  true  God  whom  he  had  made  known"  to  them  ; 
but  that,  after  feme  hundreds  of  years,  new  en¬ 
voys  of  the  fame  God  would  appear  among  them, 
armed  with  a  crofs  like  that  which  he  carried,  and 
would  reefeabliffi  the  fame  worlliip  among  their 
defeendants. 

Some  years  after  this,  the  fathers  de  Montoya 
and  de  Mendoza,  having  penetrated  into  the  can¬ 
ton  of  Payable  of  which  l  fhall  foon  give  fome  ac¬ 
count  ;  the  inhabitants,  feeing  them  come  with 
crolTes  in.  their  hands,  received  them,  to  their 
great  furprize,  with,  uncommon  demonftrations  of 
joy  and  afredtion,  and,  .on  the  fathers  expreffing  their 
furprize,  related  to  them  the  fame  paffages,  that  the 
fathers  Cataldino  and  Maceta  had  heard  from  other 
Indians ;  adding,  that  the  holy  man  was,  like  wife, 
called  Pav  Abara. ,  or  the  father  who  lives  in  a 
flare  of  celibacy.  The  tradition  of  the  Brazilians 
tallies  with  that  of  the  Guaranis,  all  .to  its 

adding 


adding  that  the  father  landed  m  the  port  of  Saints, 
oppoiite  to  the  bar  of  St.  Vincent  and  that  he  in- 
ftrudted  the  inhabitants  in  the  arts  of  cultivating 
Manioc,  and  making  bread  of  it. 

There  is  a  great  road  leading  from  Brazil  to 
Guay r a,  which,  though  very  fel'dom  ufed,  is  never 
overgrown  with  any  but  fmall  weeds  ;  and  the  na¬ 
tives  call  it  the  roa'  i  of  Pay  Luma.  In  fhort,  there 
is,  above  the  aftlirription,  a  rock,  whofe  fumrnit  forms 
a  terrace,  where  fome  people  imagine  they  can 
perceive  the  tracks  of  human  feet ;  and  the  Indi¬ 
ans  fay,  that  it  was  from  this  fpot  Fay  Luma  ufed 
to  preach  the  law  of  God  to  their  forefathers.  The 
Peruvians,  who  give  him  the  fame  name,  fhow 
fome  iimilaf  veitiges  in  their  country,  and  relate 
a  great  many  wonders,  which  they  fry  the  faint 
wrought  among  them.  Be  this  as  it  will,  feveral 
Spaniards  have  given  credit  to  this  tradition,  and 
pretend  that  Fayv  Zurna  was  the  apoftle  faint  Tho¬ 
mas. 

Father.  Gonzalez  now  undertook  to  reconnoitre 
the  Uruguay  from  one  end  to  another.  This  river, 
whichiffues  from  fome  mountains  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Brazil,  between  the  27th  and  28th  degrees 
of  fouth  latitude,  is  no  better  than  a  rivulet  at  its 
fource  *,  but,  foon  encreafed  to  a  considerable  de¬ 
gree  by  the  acceffion  of  feveral  torrents,  and,  af¬ 
terwards,  by  that  of  feveral  rivers  that  fall 
into  it  on  both  Tides,  it  flows  two  hundred 
leagues  between  two  chains  of  .mountains,  .which 
coniine  it  to  a  very  narrow  bed,  and  thereby  ren¬ 
der  it  extremely  rapid.  It,  afterwards,  widens  fo. 
much,  that,  fix  hundred  and  ninety  miles  above  its 
difeharge  into  the  Paraguay,  a  ten  oar  boat  can¬ 
not  crofs  it  in  lets  than  half  an  hour,  though  it  runs 
there  at  a  very  flow  rate.  The  country  about  it 
now  begins  to  grow  pretty  even  and  agreeable,  and 
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abounds  with  the  fame  animals  and  vegetables,  that 
are  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana. 

But  this  river  is  as  full  of  rocks,  as  that  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata  is  of  fand  banks;  and  feveral  of  thefe 
rocks  lie  even  with  the  furface  of  the  water,  fo  that 
there  is  no  making  ufe  of  fails  in  it.  The  vef- 
fels  ufually  employed  upon  it  are  called  balzas, 
and  confift  of  two  pirogues  joined  by  feveral 
tranfverfe  beams,  two  cubits  afunder,  covered  with 
planks.  Upon  thefe  planks  Hands  a  tent  to  fhel- 
ter  the  pafiengers  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and 
the  injuries  of  the  weather.  The  Uruguay  a- 
bounds  with  fi{h,  which  are  killed  with  ar¬ 
rows,  when  dead,  floating  to  the  furface, 
they  are  eahly  taken.  Its  banks  abound  with 
birds,  feveral  of  them  of  all  colours,  particularly 
parrots,  and  the  fly-bird  fo  well  known  in  Ca¬ 
nada,  perhaps,  the  mod  beautiful  feathered 
creature  in  the  univerfe.  The  tigers  here  are 
monftruoufly  large  and  fierce,  and  remarkable 
for  the  beauty  of  their  fkins,  the  ground  of  which 
is  of  a  bright  gold.  When  one  of  thefe  animals  is 
wounded,  he  immediately  falls  upon  the  man  by 
whofe  arrow  he  was  ftruck ;  for  he  never  fails  to 
fingle  him  out  amongft  twenty  others.  Three  Neo¬ 
phytes  of  the  country,  having  one  day  difcovered  a 
tiger,  and  one  of  them,  armed  with  a  gun,  having 
immediately  fired  at  him;  the  animal  direftly  fiew  at 
him,  and  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces,  had  not  the 
other  two  run  him  through  and  through  in  the 
fpring  he  made  to  get  at  his  affailant.  The  fields 
were  formerly  covered  with  lions,  chinches,  and 
deer ;  but,  great  numbers  of  them  having  been 
killed,  the  reft  retired  to  more  folitary  places. 
Though  this  country  was  full  of  inhabitants  when 
the  Spaniards  arrived  in  Paraguay,  it  would  now, 
perhaps,  be  little  better  than  a  defart,  were  it  not 
for  the  chriftian  reductions  founded  in  it  by  Fa¬ 
ther 
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ther  Gonzalez,  who  with  the  lofs  of  no  lives  bur 
his  own  and  that  of  his  two  companions,  reduced 
this  country  to  the  obedience  of  the  Catholic  kings, 
after  the  Spaniards  had  in  vain  attempted  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  it  by  force  of  arms.  It  is  faid,  that 
among  the  Taros  and  Charuas ,  two  nations  living 
on  the  banks  of  this  river,  it  is  cuftomary  with 
thofe  who  bury  a  relation,  to  cut  off  the  joint  of  a 
finger  or  toe,  beginning  with  the  fingers  *,  by  which 
means  many  of  them  lofe  all  their  fingers  and  toes 
very  early  ;  notwithstanding  which  they  walk  and 
work  very  well. 

It  was  about  this  time,  that  a  province  was  taken 
f  rom  that  of  Paraguay,  under  the  name  of  the 
province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  Tebiquari , 
which  runs  into  the  Paraguay  from  the  eaft,  was 
appointed  the  common  boundary  of  thefe  two  pro¬ 
vinces,  of  which  that  of  Rio  de  3a  Plata  was  to 
have  Buenos  Ayres  for  its  capital.  It  was,  after¬ 
wards,  ordered,  that  the  reductions  eftablifhed  in 
the  Guayra,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana,  fnould 
be  under  the  jurifdiCfion  of  the  governor  and  bifhop 
of  Paraguay  i  and  thofe  on  the  Uruguay,  under  that 
of  the  governor  and  bifhop  of  the  new  province. 
Don  Manuel  Arias  was  the  firfl  governor  of  Para¬ 
guay  *,  and  Don  Diego  Gongora,  then  in  Spain, 
was  appointed  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

Don  Diego  Gongora  embarked  for  his  govern¬ 
ment  at  JLifbon,  where  home  private  perfons  having 
afked  leave  to  put  ibrnc  goods,  in  his  name,  on  board 
the  fhip  that  was  to  carry  him,  he  readily  granted 
it  againft  the  exprefs  letter  of  his  inftru&ions ; 
the  fame  indulgence  having  been  often  granted 
by  other  governors,  and  no  notice  taken  of 
it.  But,  whether  he  had  enemies  or  rivals  who 
narrowly  watched  all  his  motions,  or  that  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  too  openly,  he  had  fcarce  put  to  fea,  when 
he  was  impeached  before  the  royal  council  of  the 
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Indies,  which  immediately  difpatched  a  commiffary* 
called  Melone,  to  take  informations  againft  him, 
and  proceed  to  try  him,  in  cafe  there  appeared  fuf- 
ficient  grounds  to  think  him  guilty. 

Melone,  on  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  found 
all  the  inhabitants  charmed  with  their  new  go-' 
vernor;  and  was  even  given  to  underftand,  that* 
his  errand  having  tranfpired,  meafures  had  been 
concerted  to  fend  him  back,  before  he  could  per- 
form  it.  Some  days  after,  he  and  the  Jeluits  quar¬ 
relled  ;  on  what  account,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
difcover^  but,  as  he,  probably,  behaved  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  paffion  on  the  occafion,  the  inhabitants 
thought  proper  to  take  advantage  of  it  to  rid  them- 
felves  of  fo  difagreeable  a  gueft.  Some  of  them, 
therefore,  went  to  father  Perlino,  retlor  of  the 
college,  and  advifed  him  to  name  a  judge  conser¬ 
vator  ;  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecured  him 
againft  the  attempts  of  Melone,  from  whom,  they 
infmuated,  he  had  every  thing  to  fear,  would  dif¬ 
able  this  officer  from  proceeding  againft  the  go¬ 
vernor.  I  fhall  fpeak  elfe where  of  this  privilege 
of  naming  a  confervator,  and  of  the  powers  an¬ 
nexed  to  his  office. 


Father  Perlino,  too  little  verfed  in  matters 
of  this  nature  to  diftinguifti  between  thofe  con¬ 
junctures,  in  which  his  order  might  make  ufe  of 
this  privilege  granted  by  the  popes,  and  authori¬ 
zed  by  the  catholick  kings  in  all  their  dominions, 
and  thofe,  in  which  it  could  not  take  place,  follow¬ 
ed  the  advice  that  was  given  him,  not  penetrating 
the  views  of  thofe  who  gave  it  *,  he  even  did  it 
without  confulting  his  provincial,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done  ,  and,  what  was  probably  worfe,  named 
to  that  office,  by  the  advice  of  the  fame  per  ions, 
one  of  thofe  who  were  moil  incenfed  againft  Me¬ 
lone.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  judge  confervator  im¬ 
mediately  iffucd  a  decree  againft  the  commiffiiry, 
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S^hich  obliged  him  to  return  to  Spain.  But  he 
was  no  fooner  arrived  there,  than  he  complained 
of  the  rector  to  the  council  of  the  Indies,  which, 
confidering  the  decree  of  the  judge  confervator  as 
an  attempt  on  their  authority,  applied  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  jefuits  for  juftice  on  Perlino,  who  had 
named  him.  The  general  immediately  complied 
in  the  molt  ample  manner.  He  difavowed  the  rec¬ 
tor  ;  depofed  him  ;  declared  him  incapable  of  any 
further  fuperiority  ^  and  ordered  him  back  to  Peru. 
But  thofe,  who  made  a  tool  of  him,  did  not  ef- 
cape  with  the  bare  mortification  of  feeing  their 
conduct  condemned  in  his.  An  order  was  fent  to 
Buenos  Ayres  to  take  cognizance  of  this  intrigue  • 
and  all  thofe,  who  were  found  to  have  had  a  hand 
in  it,  were  fined,  to  the  amount,  it  is  faid,  of  eigh¬ 
ty  thouland  gold  crowns.  During  this  profecuti- 
on,  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  was  erefled 
into  a  bifhoprick/ 

Father  Gonzalez,  having  been  obliged  to  de- 
fift  from  his  attempt  to  reconnoitre  the  Uruguay 
from  its  fources  to  its  difcharge  into  the  Paraguay, 
applied  himfelf,  and  with  good  fuccefs,  to  the  ef- 
tabiifhment  of  fome  redudtions  on  the  banks  of 
that  part  of  it  which  he  had  difcovered  ;  and,  in 
the  year  1627,  undertook  to  Purvey  the  province 
called  T apey  fituated  between  that  of  Uruguay  and 
Brazil.  This  country  is,  properly  ipeaking,  a 
chain  of  mountains  running  two  hundred  leagues, 
from  within  eight  days  journey  of  the  Uruguay  to 
within  fifteen  leagues  of  the  fea  of  Brazil.  Thefe 
mountains  are  divided  by  feveral  vallies  fit  for  paf- 
ture  and  every  kind  of  grain,  and  interfered  by 
numerous  dreams  of  excellent  water. 

The  commoneft  bird  in  this  country  is  a  very 
pretty  white  one  called  Guirapi,  which  fignifies 
ringing  bird,  being  remarkable  for  its  note,  which  is 
extremely  loud,  and  very  like  the  found  of  a  bell* 

Z  Among 
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Among  the  trees  found  in  the  forefts,  there  is  a  kind 
of  palm  tree  fcarce  bigger  than  the  Indian  rufh, 
whole  bark  yields  a  thread  equal  in  finenefs  to  the 
beft  filk,  The  Indians  make  bow-ftrings  of  it. 
There  are  other  palm  trees  here,  near  the  fources 
of  the  river  called  Igai,  fix  fcore  feet  high,  which 
differ  from  the  generality  of  the  trees,  of  the  fame 
name,  in  this,  that,  as  they  grow,,  they  produce 
tufts  of  branches  in  form  of  a  crown ;  and  thefe 
branches  afterwards  fall  off  of  themfelves,  leaving 
knots  behind  them,  which  harden  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  one  would  take  them  for  bone  rather  than 
wood.  The  fruit  of  this  tree  is  little  inferior  to 
that  of  the  European  palm  tree  ;  and,  accordingly, 
the  inhabitants  live  chiefly  upon  it  for  feveraf 
months  of  the  year. 

There  is  another  tree  here  Hill  more  fingtilar, 
but  it  is  found  too  in  other  countries.  It  is  called 
th &  Efcapis.  They  pretend,  that  after  fun-rife  there 
falls  from  it  a  very  plentiful  lliower,  while  all  the 
trees  about  it  are  perfectly  dry.  To  conclude, 
there  are  fome  tranfparent  pebbles  in  this  country, 
which  in  Europe,  it  is  faid,  would  be  worth  mo¬ 
ney. 

But,  perhaps,  the  greateft  Angularity  of  the 
whole  country  is  an  amphibious  animal  pretty  com¬ 
mon,  efpeciaUy  in  all  the  marfhy  places  of  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  country,  that  refembles  a  fheep, 
all  to  its  having  the  teeth  and  claws  of  a  tiger,  arid 
furpafiing  that  animal  in  fiercenefs  and  cruelty. 
Accordingly,  it  never  appears  without  caufing  a 
general  confternation  among  the  Indians,  who  have 
fcarce  any  method  of  avoiding  its  fury.  It  is  to 
no  pucpofe  to  climb  up  a  tree,  when  thefe  terrible 
creatures  fally  out  of  their  marfhes,  which  they  ge¬ 
nerally  do  in  large  numbers*,  for  they  either  root 
up  the  tree,  in  which  they  find  any  one  has  taken 
fhelter,  or  remain  at  the  foot  of  it,  till  the  wretch- 
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ed  prifoners,  exhaufted  with  hunger,  tumble  down 
for  want  of  ftrength  to  fupport  themfelves.  When 
the  Indians  have  the  good  fortune  to  kill  any  of 
thefe  creatures,  they  make  of  its  fkin  a  coat,  caked 
Ao  in  the  Guarani  language,  which  is  like  wife  that 
of  'Fape.  Perhaps  this  is  the  name  of  the  animal 
itielfy  for  we  are  not  told  what  it  is. 

The  Indians  of  Tape  are  a  colony  of  the  Gua¬ 
ranis,  but  a  very  ancient  one,  and  the  leait  vicious 
of  any.  They  are  naturally  mild  ^  and  there  has 
not  been  di  (covered,  in  all  fouth  America,  a  people 
better  difpofed  to  receive  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
or  more  constant  and  zealous  after  receiving  it. 
The  love  or  liberty  had  infpired  them  with  a  great 
averlion  to  (Irangers,  and  they  were  too  well  in¬ 
trenched  in  their  mountains  to  be  reduced  by  force. 
The  apoftles  of  Paraguay,  however,  met  with  no 
other  difficulty  in  gaining  them  over  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  than  that  of  getting  to  them  to  preach 
it.  Accordingly,  the  Tapes,  for  a  long- time  pail, 
have  made  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  the  reductions 
of  the  Uruguay,  that  their  name  is  often  given,  in¬ 
differently,  to  all  the  chriftians  that  compoie  thefe 
eftablifhments. 


But,  how  well  foeverthe  Tapes  were  difpofed  to 
liften  to  father  Gonzalez,  he  could  fpend  no  more 
time  among-  them,  than  what  was  requisite  to  recon- 
noitre  their  country  ;  and  this  precipitate  return,  it 
is  probable,  was  occailoned  by  home  fudden  call  for 
his  affi [lance  in  the  reductions  already  eftablifhed. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  theie  reductions  were  attacked,  the 
year  following,  by  a  great  number  of  infidels  headed 
by  an  apoilate  cacique,  and  father  Gonzalez  and 
another  jeluit  glorioufly  loft  their  lives,  with  two  other 
jefuits,  rather  than  abandon  their  hocks  in  this 
emergency.  A  third  jefuk  was  loon  alter  furpri- 
2ed  by  another  apdftate  cacique  j  and,  after  yarn 
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ous  torments,  Honed  to  death.  But  thefe  unpro¬ 
voked  infults  were  foon  revenged.  The  new 
chriliians,  reinforced  by  a  troop  of  Spanifh  horfe 
raifed  at  the  expence  of  a  Portuguefe  gentleman  ; 
a  confiderable  party  of  Guarani  Indians  raifed  by 
father  Boroa  another  jefuit,  fettled  at  St,  John  of 
Corrientes;  and  four  hundred  Indiansof  thofe  under 
the  condudl  of  fome  fathers  of  St.  Francis,  (the 
city  of  the  Affumption  haying  refufed  to  give 
any  affiflance  for  the  purpofe,)  attacked  the  infi¬ 
dels  in  their  turn  *,  killed  great  numbers  of  them  5 
made  a  great  many  prifoners  *,  and  difperfed  [the 
refl  beyond  a  poffibility  of  rallying  to  give  any 
further  uneafinefs.  Their  next  care  was  to  reco¬ 
ver  the  precious  remains  of  the  deceafed  martyrs* 
which  were  tranflated  to  the  Affumption,  and 
there  interred  with  all  the  marks  of  honour  due  to 
fuch  ftrenuous  affertors  of  the  rights  of  mankind* 
and  zealous  preachers  of  the  gofpel. 

The  peace  procured  by  this  victory  was  foon 
troubled  by  a  more  formidable  enemy.  The  year 
following,  the  Mameius  made  an  irruption  into  the 
Guayra.  The  firft  reduction  that  felt  their  fury 
was  that  of  the  Incarnation.  Molt  of  the  prole- 
lytcs  that  compofed  it  difperfed  time  enough  to 
lave  themfelves ;  but  a  great  number  ofNeophytes* 
employed  at  a  diftanee  in  country  labours,  were 
carried  off  $  fo  that  there  fcarce  remained  any  hope^ 
of  hindering  this  town  from  being  entirely  deftroy- 
ed,  when  father  Montayo  polled  to  it,- and  by  hi$ 
prefence  and  his  difcourfe  put  in  fome  meafure,  a 
flop  to  the  conflernation  that  had  feized  the 
remaining  inhabitants,  whom  he  exhorted  to 
take  up  arms,  in  order  to  refcue  their  captive  bre¬ 
thren  ;  but  he  thought  proper,  that  the  fathers 
Mendoza  and  Domenecchi,  their  pallors,  fhould 


firfb  go  with  fome  of  the  principal  met*  among 
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tTiem,  and  fee  what  they  could  obtain  from  thefe 
banditti  by  fair  means. 

They,  therefore,  immediately  fet  out ;  but  they 
no  fooner  appeared  in  fight  of  the  camp,  than  they 
were  faluted  by  a  fhower  of  arrows  and  mufket 
balls,  by  which  father  Mendoza  was  {lightly 
wounded,  and  one  of  the  Neophytes  killed.  He 
made  up,  however,  with  his  companion,  to  the 
Mamelus,  who  were  fo  ftunned  at  his  refolution, 
that,  few  endeavouring  to  flop  them,  they  at  lad-pe¬ 
netrated  to  the  commander  of  the  gang.  They  told 
him,  that,  unlefs  he  confented  to  releafe  the  pri- 
foners  he  had  taken,  and  retire  without  doing  any 
further  mifehief,  he  mull  expeCt  to  fee  all  the  In¬ 
dians  of  the  reductions  upon  his  hands  ;  and  then 
finding  him  unwilling  to  part  with  his  prey,  w^ent 
themfeives  and  alfembied  the  poor  creatures,  and 
carried  them  off  unmoleited,  the  whole  camp  ap¬ 
pearing  thunderftruck,  in  a  manner,  at  fo  undaunted 
a.  proceeding. 

This  unexpected  fuccefs  encouraged  father 
Montayo  to  pay  the  Mamelus  a  vifit  in  his  turn  *, 
and  he  threatened  them  with  the  .anger  of  heaven, 
and  the  indignation  of  his  catholic  majefty,  their  fo- 
vereign,  Portugal  and  ail  the  Portuguese  domini¬ 
ons  being  fubjeCt  to  Spain,  But  he  fpoke  to  men, 
that  feared  neither  God  nor  king ;  and  all  the 
fatisfaCtion  he  could  obtain,  was  to  hear  orders  im¬ 
mediately  given  to  attack  the  reduction.  This, 
however,  was  but  a  mere  bravado  ;  for  the  Ma¬ 
melus  foon  turned  another  way,  giving  out,  that 
they  had  no  defign  but  upon  the  wild  Indians, 
Though  father  Montayo  judged  that  little  ftrefs 
was  to  be  laid  upon  this  report,  yet,  finding  that 
It  contributed  greatly  to  quiet  the  Neophytes,  he 
feemed  to  give  credit  to  it.  The  Mamelus,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  appear  again  for  a  long  time,  and  the 
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miiTionaries  made  the  heft  ufe  of  this  calm,  t& 
{Lengthen  and  extend  their  fpiritual  conquefts. 
Among  other  new  reductions,  one  was  formed' 
upon  an  eminence,  which  the  natives  call  the  ce¬ 
metery  of  Pay  Zumo ,  becaufe,  according  to  the  an¬ 
cient  tradition  already  taken  notice  of,  St.  Thomas 
had  interred  there  a  great  number  of  ciiriftians  \ 
for  which  reafon  this  new  reduction  was  called 


by  the  name  of  that  holy  apoftle. 

By  this  time,  the  number  of  reductions 
in  the  provinces  of  Guayra  and  Uruguay, 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana,  amounted  to 
twenty  one  ;  but  many  of  them  were  as  yet  in  a 
ft  ate  of  infancy,  and  feme  even  but  juft  traced  out. 
The  ciiriftians  of  molt  were  as  yet  but  novices  in 
the  faith  ;  and  the  number  of  the  profelytes  ex¬ 
ceeded  greatly  that  of  the  Neophytes.  All,  indeed, 
had  renounced  their  grofter  vices  ;  but  the  force 
of  education  and  cuitorn  made  them  from  time  to 
time  relapfe  into  practices,  that  kept  their  pallors 
perpetually  in  alarm.  In  ftiort,  though  there  was 
not  a  fmgle  reduction  among  them,  that  did  not, 
nowand  then,  produce  examples  of  ihemoft  heroic 
virtue,  none,  except  home  of  the  moft  ancient,  had 
acquired  confiftency  enough  to  banifh  ail  appre- 
henfions  from  the  breafts  of  thofe  who  governed 
them.  One  of  the.  greateft  obftacles  thefe  fathers 
had  to  contend  with,  after  they  had  brought  thefe 
Indians  together,  was  the  afcendency  their  pre¬ 
tended  conjurers  had  gained  over  them.  For 
thefe  impoftors,  however  ignorant,  had  often 
art  enough  to  inveigle  many,  who  were 
otherwife  very  well  affebted  to  the  chriftian  reli¬ 
gion. 

r  In  the  year  1630,  Don  Lewis  de  Cefpe- 

3  *  dez  put  into  a  port  of  Brazil,  in  order  to 
repair  from  thence  by  land  to  the  capital  of  Para- 
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gtiay,  of  which  he  had  been  lately  appointed  go¬ 
vernor.  This  route  had  been  exprefsly  forbid,  for 
lome  years  paft,  under  the  fevered:  penalties,  even 
to  the  fupreme  magiftrates,  left  the  Spaniards 
fhould  commit,  on  their  journey,  any  dilbrders  that 
might  fcandalize  the  Neophytes;  but  Don  Lewis 
pretended  to  have  a  fpecial  licence  for  taking  this 
road.  It  is,  befides,  certain,  that  the  governors  may, 
as  often  as  they  think  proper,  vifit  the  redublions 
within  their  province  ;  but,  on  fuch  occafions,  they 
are  very  cautious  whom  they  chufe  to  wait  upon 
them.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  new  governor  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  at  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue  at  a  time, 
that  nine  hundred  Mamelus  and  two  thoufand  In¬ 
dians  were  preparing  to  break  into  the  province  of 
Guayra,  under  the  condubt  of  Anthony  Rafpofo, 
one  of  their  moft  famous  commanders.  The  go- 
yernor,  after  travelling  by  land  a  little  further, 
embarked  on  a  river,  which  brought  him  to  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Loretto,  where  he  made  fome  ftay  ;  and 
father  Montayo  caufed  the  greateft  honours  to  be 
paid  to  him. 

Don  Lewis  repaid  thefe  expreffions  of  duty 
with  very  harrh  language,  which  the  miftionaries 
received  with  great  modefty,  and  without  making 
the  leaft  reply.  The  governor,  however,  could  not 
refufe  his  admiration  to  the  order  that  reigned 
in  this  town;  though,  on  father Montayo’s  applying 
to  him  for  aftiftance  againft  the  Mamelus,  whom 
he  heard  were  already  on  their  march,  and  had  rea- 
fon  to  think  would  pay  him  a  vifit,  he  cold  him  he 
could  not  give  him  any. 

Soon  after  father  Mola,  paftor  of  St.  Anthony, 
having  refufed  to  reftore  to  thefe  banditti,  a  cacique 
that  had  made  his  efcape  from  them,  and  taken 
refuge  in  that  redubiion,  alledging,  that,  as  the  man 
was  born  free,  and,  befides,  under  the  king's  pro- 
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teftion,  that  he  could  not,  in  honour  or  juftice, 
deliver  him  up,  they  immediately  fell  upon  his  In¬ 
dians  ;  put  to  the  fword  all  thofe  who  attempted  to 
make  any  refinance ;  butchered,  even  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar,  fuch  as  fled  there  for  refuge  ;  loaded 
the  principal  men  with  chains  j  and  plundered  the 
church. ,  Some  of  them  having  entered  the  mif- 
fionary’s  houfe,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  confiderable 
booty  there  *,  on  meeting  with  nothing  but  a  thread 
bare  foutane,  and  a  few  tattered  fhirts,  ihewed 
them  to  the  Indians,  telling  them,  they  mult  be 
very  foolifh  to  take  for  makers,  Grangers  who 
came  into  their  country,  merely  hecaufe  they  had 
not  wherewith  to  live  in  their  own  ;  that  they 
would  be  much  happier  in  Brazil,  where  they 
would  want  for  nothing,  and  would  not  be  obliged 
to  maintain  their  pallors. 

These,  no  doubt,  were  fine  fpeeches  to  be  made 
to  people  loaded  with  chains,  and  whofe  relations, 
and  countrymen  had  been  but  that  inftant  but¬ 
chered  under  their  eyes.  Accordingly,  thofe,  who 
{poke  in  this  manner,  foon  perceived,  that  their 
promifes  were  received  with  the  contempt  they  de¬ 
served  ;  and,  thereupon,  continued  their  violences. 
Father  Mola  in  vain  threw  himfelf  at  the  com¬ 
mander’s  feet  j  rep  relented  to  him  the  innocence 
and  fimplicity  of  thefe  poor  Indians  ;  conjured 
him  by  all  that  was  moil  facred,  to  fet  bounds  to 
the  fury  of  the  foldiers  *,  and,  at  laft,  threatened, 
him  with  the  indignation  of  heaven.  Fie  had 
often  difarmed  the  moil  cruel  canibals  by  his  tears 
and  his  entreaties,  but  now  found  that  it  is  much 
harder  to  make  an  impreflion  on  chriftians,  who 
have  once  ihut  their  eyes  againft  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  than  on  barbarians  and  infidels.  Hav* 
ing  told  thefe  favages,  that,  after  fo  many  cruel¬ 
ties  and  profanations,  there  was  fcarce  any  room 
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left  to  hope  for  their  falvation,  they  anfwered  him, 
that  it  was  enough  to  be  baptized  to  gain  ad¬ 
mittance  into  heaven  ;  and  that  they  would  make 
their  way  into  it,  though  God  himfelf  fhould  op- 
pofe  their  entrance. 

After  the  departure  of  thefe  mifereants,  fome 
of  the  prifoners  they  had  taken  found  means  to 
make  their  efcape,  and  returned  to  join  father 
Mola,  and  fuch  of  their  brethren,  as  had  time  to 
take  refuge  in  the  woods.  The  father,  they  found 
amidft  the  ruins  of  his  reduction  •  funk  in  th$ 
deepeft  lorrow.  However,  he  rouzed  himfelf  at; 
the  fight  of  them,  and  perfuaded  them  to  retire, 
along  with  him  to  the  redudion  of  the  Incarnation. 
But,  after  efcaping  the  fury  of  the  Mamelus,  he 
was  on  the  point  of  perifhing  by  the  hands  of  thofe 
for  v»7hofe  fake  he  had  expofed  himfelf  to  it.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  Indians  took  it  into  their  heads,  that  he 
might  have  had  a  private  underftanding  with  thefe 
wretches  ,  and,  having  communicated  their  fenti- 
timents  to  others,  they  were  about  proceeding 
to  extremities,  when  his  mildnefs,  and  his  argm 
ments  to  prove  how  ill  grounded  their  fufpicions 
were,  and  the  unfhaken  fidelity  of  the  reft,  who 
had  not  given  into  this  error,  luckily  difarmed 
them.  But,  if  he  efcaped  this  danger,  it  was 
only  to  fall  into  a  much  greater.  A  large  body 
of  idolatrous  Indians,  who  knew  nothing  of  the 
misfortune  befallen  the  redudion  of  St.  Anthony, 
happening  to  come  there  the  day  following,  and 
not  meeting  with  any  thing  but  heaps  of  rub- 
bifh  and  dead  bodies,  immediately  concluded,  that 
he  was  the  author  of  all  the  mifehief;  fet  out  in 
the  tracks  of  him  and  his  company,  in  order  to 
facrifice  him  to  their  revenge^  and  miffed  him  but 
by  a  few  hours. 

The  redudion  of  St.  Michael  lay  much  nearer 
to  St.  Anthony’s,  than  that  of  the  Incarnation  ; 

but 
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but ,  for  that  very  reafon,  father  Mola  did  not  think 
proper  to  retreat  to  it,  as  moil  expofed  to  the  ene¬ 
my  *,  and  the  fame  confideration  induced  the  fa¬ 
thers  Mendoza  and  Manfilla,  who  were  Rationed 
there,  to  advife  their  Neophytes,  the  moment  they 
heard  of  what  had  happened  at  St.  Anthony’s,  to 
withdraw  to  the  Incanation  *,  which,  they  reprefented 
to  them,  the  Mamelus  would  not  venture  to  attack, 
when  they  heard  that  fo  many  men  were  afiembled 
there,  all  upon  their  guard,  and  prepared  to  give 
them  a  warm  reception.  Several  approved  this 
meafure  ;  and  father  Manfilla,  for  fear  they  fhould 
change  their  opinion,  immediately  conducted  them 
there.  He  then  returned  to  St.  Michael ;  and,  as 
he  could  not  prevail  on  the  Indians  he  had  left  be¬ 
hind  him,  to  follow  their  townfmen,  he  perfuaded 
them  to  take  ihelter  in  the  woods.  As  to  him  and 
his  colleague,  they  remained  in  the  reduction  with 
two  young  chriftians,  to  fee  the  end  of  this  ftorm, 
though  in  nofmall  danger  from  their  own  flock.  The 
fufpicions  firft  formed  againfl;  father  Mola  had,  by 
this  time,  itfeems,  gained  feveral  reductions.  And  it 
is  more  than  probable,  that  the  Mamelus  had  in- 
ftilled  them,  fince  they  v/ere  known,  for  certain,  to 
have  put  the  fame  it  rat  a  gem  in  practice  on  many 
other  occafions,  in  order  to  incenfc  the  Indians  a- 
gainfc  their  moft  zealous  defenders.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
a  detachment  was  immediately  fent  from  the  Incar¬ 
nation  to  St.  Michael,  to  withdraw  fuch  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  as  might  have  returned  there  from  the 
woods  •,  but  it  was  unfortunately  intercepted  by  a 
confiderable  body  of  Mamelus,  who  threw  every 
man  of  thofe  that  compofed  it,  into  chains,  and 
then  marched  to  St.  Michael,  which  they  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  rubbilh.  On  this  occafion  father 
Mendoza  was  wounded  with  an  arrow.  The  alarm 
now  became  general  all  over  the  province  of  Gua- 
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kray.  However,  as  the  redu&ion  of  Jefiis-Maria, 
where  Guiravara,  a  powerful  cacique,  and  formerly 
a  cruel  enemy  of  the  chrilhans,  had  remained  fince 
his  converfion,  was  very  populous,  the  Neophytes 
flattered  themfelves,  that  the  Mamelus  would  not 
attack  it*,  and  flocked  to  it,  from  allquarters,  as  to  a 
fecure  afylum.  But  in  this  they  greatly  deceived 
themfelves,  for  want  of  knowing,  that  a  fecond 
body  of  thefe  banditti  had  taken  the  field.  Em¬ 
manuel  Morato,  who  commanded  this  body,  ap¬ 
proached  jefus-Maria  fo  fecretly,  that  the  Neo¬ 
phytes  there  heard  nothing  of  him  till  he  was  on  the 
point  of  attacking  it ;  and,  even  then,  knewfo  little 
of  him  and  his  intentions,  that  they  lent  to  him 
to  know  whether  he  came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy. 

Morato  made  no  anfwer  to  this  meflage  but 
by  loading  with  chains,  thofe  who  brought 
it.  Upon  this,  father  Maceta,  pafcor  of  this  re¬ 
duction,  imagining  that  the  commander  would  ref- 
pect  his  character  as  a  pried,  though  he  paid  no 
regard  to  his  perfon,  went  out  to  meet  him  in  his  , 
Sacerdotal  habits,  with  a  crucifix  carried  before 
him.  But  this  religious  appearance,  which,  in 
the  main,  was  not,  perhaps,  altogether  fo  feafon- 
able,  ferved  only  to  bring  affronts  upon  him. 

An  Indian  cacique  who  accompanied  him  paid 

dearer  for  his  courage  ;  for,  on  his  telling  Morato, 

how  much  he  was  fcandalized  at  this  behaviour  of 

chriftians  to  a  prieft,  he  was  fired  at  by  a  Mame-i 

lus,  and  fell  dead  at  the  miflionary’s  feet ;  and  the 

father  had  like  to  have  fliared  the  fame  fate,  on 

reproaching  the  brute  who  had  fired  the  fhot  with 

his  wanton  crueltv.’ 

✓ 

At  laft,  the  enemy  entered  the  reduction  with¬ 
out  any  further  oppofition  ;  and  foon  reduced  it  to 
the  fame  condition,  in  which  their  fellow  robbers 
had  left  thofe  of  St.  Anthony  and  St.  Michael. 

Many 
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Many  of  them  attempted  to  offer  violence  to  fome 
chriftian  virgins,  as  chofe  to  be  butchered  rather 
than  yield  to  their  brutal  paffion.  Such  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  had  not  faved  themfelves  by  an  early 
flight,  were  killed,  or  loaded  with  chains  ;  and 
Guiravara  and  his  wife  happened  to  be  of  the  num¬ 
ber.  The  pallors  of  two  other  reductions  had  fet 
out,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  Neophytes  under 
their  care,  to  the  affidance  of  their  diitreffed  bre¬ 
thren  ;  but  they  arrived  too  late  to  dp  any  thing 
but  purfue  the  Mamelus,  now  retiring  with  their 
captives,  and  refcue  from  them  fome  of  thefe  un¬ 
happy  creatures,  who  were  brought  to  the  Incar¬ 
nation,  where  it  was  refolved,  that  the  fathers  Ma- 
ceta  and  MarifiUa  fhould  follow  the  enemy  to  Bra¬ 
sil,  in  order  to  complain,  to  the  captain  general  of 
that  kingdom,  of  the  hoftilities  committed  by  the 
fubjeCls  of  his  government,  in  a  country  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  catholic  king  his  fovereign. 

These  fathers,  accordingly,  fet  out  the  fame 
day,  and  foon  came  up  with  the  Mamelus.  At 
the  fight  of  their  Neophytes,  chained  together  like 
galley  (laves.  Father  Maceta  could  no  longer  con¬ 
tain  his  zeal  and  tendernefs,  Fie  ran  up  to  em** 
brace  them,  in  fpite  of  the  cock’d  mu  fleets  with 
which  he  was  threatened,  and  vollies  of  blows 
poured  upon  him  at  every  ftep.  At  lad,  railing 
his  voice,  he  befeeched  the  commander  to  redone 
to  him  his  dear  children,  whom  he  had  engendered 
in  Jefus  Chrid,  or  admit  him  to  carry  the  fame 
chain  with  them.  But  his  entreaties  ferved  only 
to  procure  him  the  treatment  due  to  a  fool  and  a 
madman.  One  of  the  officers,  however,  confented 
to  let  him  have  fome  of  the  prifoners,  who  had, 
fallen  to  his  ffiare,  on  the  father’s  promifing  him  a 
ranfom  for  them. 

Encouraged  by  this  dawn  of  fucccfs,  the  father 
turned  another  way  •,  and,  putting  about  his  neck  a 

chain 
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chain,  to  which  feveral  Neophytes,  and*  among 
the  reft,  Guiravara  and  his  fpoufe  were  faftened,  he 
declared  he  would  not  part  with  it,  till  he  obtained 
their  liberty  ;  and,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  ca- 
cique,  who  before  baptifm  had  ufed  father  Ma- 
ceta  very  cruelly,  kiffinghis  chain,  he  told  him,  that 
he  was  overjoyed  to  be  able  to  fhew  him  on  this 
occafion,  that  he  harboured  no  refentment  of  his  ill 
ufage,  and  allured  him,  that  he  -would  expofe 
himfelf  to  every  danger,  in  order  to  procure  him 
his  liberty.  So  many  objedls,  capable  of  melting 
the  hardeft  hearts,  might,  one  would  imagine, 
make  an  immediate  impreflion  on  the  officer,  to 
whom  thefe  captives  belonged  \  but  they  forfomc 
time  ferved  only  to  irritate  him,  and  the  miffionary 
was  more  than  once  in  danger  of  having  his  brains 
blown  out  on  his  refufing  to  retire.  His  conftancy, 
however,  got  the  better,  at  laft,  of  the  cruelty  of 
this  officer,  who  gave  him  up  Guiravara,  his  wife, 
and  fix  other  prifoners,  whom  the  father  imme¬ 
diately  fent  tothe  Incarnation  under  an  efcort. 

Father  Macetathen  returned  to  father  Man- 
fill  a  and  both,  accompanied  only  by  three  Indians, 
continued  to  follow  their  prifoners  at  fome  diftance, 
without  any  thing  to  live  upon,  but  fuch  wild  fruits 
as  they  could  gather  in  the  woods,  or  making 
any  ftop  but  what  was  neceflary  to  affift  thole, 
whom  their  conductors  abandoned,  when  they 
could  dragthem  no  further.  Thefe  were  Tick  women, 
and  perfons  advanced  in  years,  who  in  vain  claim¬ 
ed  the  rights  of  nature,  and  the  fervice  of  their 
hufbands  and  children  ;  and  were  all  fo  worn  down, 
that  many  of  them,  it  is  probable,  who,  more  dead 
than  alive,  made  a  ffiift  to  crawl  into  the  wood3 
to  look  for  fomething  to  fupport  nature,  perifh- 
ed  there  by  wild  beafts.  The  two  miffionaries  bap¬ 
tized  the  catechumens,  and  confefTed  the  chrifti- 
§ns  j  and  comforted  them  all*  by  placing  before 

their 
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their  eyes,  the  celeftial  rewards,  with  which  their 
patience  and  refignation  would  be  fpeedily  recom- 


In  this  manner  the  fathers  travelled  till  they 
reached  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  where,  though 
the  jefuits  had  ftill  a  college,  they  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  make  them  ftay  ever  fo  fhort  a  time  to 
recruit  their  forces  exhaufted  by  fo  many  days 
conftant  failing  and  fatigue  ;  for,  as  they  imme¬ 
diately  faw,  that  they  could  expedl  no  redrefs 
from  the  magiftrates  there,  who  enjoyed  but  a  mere 
fhadow  of  authority,  they  made  what  hafce  they 
could  to  Rio  Janeiro.  As  foon  as  they  arrived 
there,  they  prefented  two  petitions  to  the  fo- 
vereign  council,  to  obtain  the  enlargement  of 
their  Neophytes,  and  a  fafe guard  againfc  any 
future  attacks  upon  their  properties  and  perfons. 
Rut  all  the  anfwer  they  could  obtain  was,  that 
the  captain  general  of  Brazil  could  alone  grant 
their  requeft  ;  upon  which  they  let  out  for  the  bay 
of  All-Saints. 

Don  Diego  Lewis  Oliveyra,  governor  and  cap¬ 
tain  general  of  this  kingdom,  received  them  very 
kindly  -,  acknowledged  the  juftice  of  their  demands*, 
and  appointed  a  commillary  to  repair  with  them  to 
St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  in  order  to  fee  ample  and 
immediate  fatisfablion  done  them  •  but,  as  Don 
Diego  feetued  to  have  no  thoughts  of  giving  this 

o  o  o  o 


commiiiary  a  fuffiicent  force  to  exadi  obedience  to 
his  commands,  the  miffionaries  conjectured,  that 
he  named  him  merely  for  form  fake.  Don  Oli¬ 
veyra  had  two  reafons  for  not  going,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  lengths  he  otherwife  would  have  done. 
The  firft  was,  that  the  Dutch,  already  mailers  of 
the  coait  of  Fernambuc,  threatened  to  overrun 
Brazil,  and  all  his  forces  were  little  enough  to' 
make  head  againfl  them  %  the  other,  that  the  fif- 


~ - ^ - - 

teen  thou  land 


captives. 

JL  * 


whom  the  Mamelus  had 
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Carried  off  with  them  from  the  province  of  Giv- 
ayra,  having  been  already  fold  in  the  different 
ports  of  Brazil,  and  many  of  them  to  perfons  in 
office,  he  was  afraid  of  difobliging  fame  powerful 
families,  by  ordering  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty, 
efpecially  at  a  time,  when  he  thought  himfelf  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  maintaining  a  good  intelligence 
with  all  the  inhabitants. 

These  reafons,  after  all,  were  by  many  perfons 
judged  insufficient  to  juftify  Gliveyra’s  paflivenefe 
in  a  conjuncture,  where  the  honour  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  nation,  and  the  intereft  of  religion,  were 
equally  concerned ;  and  feveral  have  fince  attri¬ 
buted  the  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch,  in  Brazil,  to 
the  countenance  afforded  to  the  Mamehxs  ;  the 
avarice  of  thofe,  who  made  a  hand  of  the 
depopulation  of  the  churches  of  Paraguay  ;  and 
the  cruelty,  with  which  fo  many  thoufand  chrifti- 
ans,  carried  off  into  flavery,  were  treated ;  in  fo 
much,  that  numbers  of  them  periflied  merely 
through  want,  excefs  of  labour,  and  ill  ufage.  On 
this  occafion,  a  Portuguefe  gentleman,  called  Jerom 
Vega,  ad vifeci  father  Maceta  to  wait,  in  perfon,  on 
Ills  catholic  majefty  with  an  account  of  thefe  enor¬ 
mities,  and  even  offered  to  fupply  him  with  money 
for  the  voyage;  but  the  miffionary,  having  received 
certain  intelligence  of  the  Mamelus  preparing  to 
make  a  feconcl  irruption  into  the  province  of  Gu- 
ayra,  thought  proper  to  return,  witli  his  compa¬ 
nion  to  their  churches.  In  their  way  to  Rio  Ja* 
neiro,  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover  twelve 
of  their  Neophytes;  but,  on  their  arrival  at  St.. 
Paul,  they  faw  themfelves  ffiut  up  in  a  kind  of 
prifon. 

The  commiffary  of  the  captain  general,  who 
had  ftaid  behind  them  at  the  bay  of  All-Saints,  ar¬ 
rived  foon  after  ;  but  had  fcarce  entered  upon  the 


execution  of  his  office,  when  a  for 


mal 


dc 
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made  by  the  inhabitants,  that  they  would  fufFer 
themfelves  to  be  unbaptized  rather  than  permit 
him  to  proceed  any  further,  and  an  attempt  made' 
upon  his  life,  determined  him  to  flip  awa y  as  foon 
as  he  could  from  fo  lawlefs  a  crew  of  banditti. 
On  his  departure,  however,  the  two  jefuits,  whom 
the  redtor  of  the  college  had  reclaimed,  were  re¬ 
leafed  ;  and  immediately  fet  out  for  their  millions, 
where  they  had  the  further  mortification  of  finding 
numbers  of  their  Neophytes  more  perfuaded  than 
ever,  that  they  had  affembled  them  merely  to 
betray  them  into  the  hands  of  their  moft  cruel 
enemies. 

It  was  to  no  purpofe  thefe  fathers  put  them  in 
mind  of  the  great  trouble  and  expence,  fatigue 
and  danger,  they  had  undergone,  to  preferve 
them  from  the  fury,  or  deliver  therrf  out  of  the 
hands,  of  the  Portuguefe  of  Brazil ;  it  was  in  vain 
they  afked  them,  what  intereft  their  pallors  could 
have  in  betraying  them  into  the  hands  of  ftrangers, 
from  whom  they  had  nothing  to  expedt.  Defpair 
had  rendered  them  deaf  to  all  thefe  arguments* 
Many  of  them  were  on  the  point  of  revolting  open¬ 
ly,  and  even  retaliating,  on  their  paftors,  the  ill 
ufage  they  had  received  from  their  enemies,  when 
Guiravara  took  publickly  their  defence,  though  he 
already  began  to  grow  cool  in  the  chriftian  faith, 
which,  it  is  faid,  he  foon  after  entirely  renounced* 
He  could  not  hear  what  was  alledged  againft  the 
miftionaries  without  treating  it  as  the  blacked:  ca¬ 
lumny.  He,  even,  went  from  reduction  to  reduc¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  publifh  his  obligations  to  father 
Maceta,  who  had  expofed  himfelf  to  every  thing 
in  order  to  refcue  him  from  ftavery ;  adding,  that  it  was 
neither  this  father’s  fault,  nor  that  of  father  Man# 
filla,  if  all  the  captives  had  not  recovered  their 
liberty. 

*63031* 
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g  About  this  time,  the  fuperiors  of  the 

^  3  *  jefuits  were  obliged  to  withdraw  the  two 

miflionafies  they  had  ftationed  in  the  valley  of  Cal- 
chaqui,  and  who,  though  they  fcarce  *  made  any 
converfions,  were  of  great  fervice  in  preventing  the 
Spaniards  from  attacking  its  inhabitants  and  there¬ 
by  bringing  upon  themfelves  an  enemy  they  were 
feldom  able  to  cope  with.  Accordingly,  thefe  fa¬ 
thers  no  fooner  difappeared,  than  the  Spaniards 
fell  upon  them  without  any  provocation;  as  though 
the  poor  natives,  on  ceafing  to  be  their  enemies, 
were  obliged  to  become  their  Haves.  But  thefe 
violators  of  the  rights  of  mankind  foon  received 
the  retribution  due  to  fuch  wickednefs.  At  firfl: 
indeed,  they  defeated  a  body  of  Calchaquis,  rein¬ 
forced  by  a  confiderable  number  of  Indians  under 
command,  who,  after  killing  their  mailers,  had  ta¬ 
ken  refuge  among  them  ;  but  they  were  afterwards 
worked  in  their  turn.  A  new  citadel  built  to  awe 
thefe  Indians,  and  the  town  of  London,  were  taken 
and  deftroyed  by  them ;  the  neighbourhood  of 
Salta  plundered  ;  and  the  province  of  Tucuman 
laid  open  to  the  incurfions  of  an  enemy,  who,  for 
ten  years  together,  kept  it  in  continual  alarms. 

The  jefuits  flattered  themfelves,  that  they  fhould 
fpeedilv  be  indemnified  for  the  obfcacle,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  by  this  war  fo  wantonly  raifed 
to  the  introducing  of  the  gofpel  elfewhere.  Iri 
the  vaft  forefls  that  lie  between  the  Parana  and 
the  Uruguay,  fome  of  thefe  mifiionaries  had  lately 
difcovered  a  fmall  nation  called  Caaiguas ,  that  is  to 
fay  inhabitants  of  the  forefls.  The  Caaiguas  have 
no  fixed  habitation,  but  are  conftantly  roving  up 
and  down  in  fmall  parties.  They  build  little  flight 
huts,  covered  with  branches,  in  the  places  where 
they  make  any  flay  ;  but  they  never  lay  up  any 
provifions,  depending  entirely  on  their  arrows, 
with  which  they  kill,  indifferently,  both  water  and 
Vol.  I.  A  a  land 
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land  game.  When  this  refource  fails  them,  they 
devour  worms,  pifmires,  vipers,  and  fuch  other 
reptiles,  with  which  the  country  abounds.  They 
likewite  eat  tigers,  when  they  can  kill  any  §■  and 
monkeys,  whom  theypurfue  to  the  tops  of  the  high- 
eft  trees,  which  they  climb  as  nimbly  as  the  mon¬ 
keys  themfelves.  But  they  often  lofe  their  pains, 
for  the  monkeys,  when  the  Indians  think  they  have 
made  fure  of  them,  leap  from  one  tree  to  another  j 
and  that,  too,  loaded  with  their  young  ones.  Their 
belt  food  is  the  flefhof  an  animal,  probably  the  fame 
with  the  Anta  already  defcribed.  They  make  nothing 
of  grappling  thefe  animal  sand  wreftling  with  them, 
till  they  have  thrown  them  down,  when  they  knock 
out  their  brains.  They  likewife  make  great  ufe 
of  wild  honey,  with  which  they  make  a  kind  of 
hydro mel,  of  fo  hot  a  nature,  that  it  is  faid  to  make 
them  infenfible  to  the  greateft  cold.  The  reafon 
given  for  this  nation  being  fo  thin,  is  that  the 
tigers  devour  numbers  of  their  women  and  children^ 
As  to  the  perfbns  of  the  Caaiguas,  they  are,  in 
general,  hump-backed,  and  bow-necked.  Some 
of  them,  however,  are  tolerably  well  made  ;  and 
their  women  fcarce  yield  in  whitenefs  to  the  fpa~ 
nifti,  which  is;  no  doubt , owing  to  their  refiding  con- 
ftantly  in  the  thickeft  parts  of  their  fbf  efts.  The 
men  wear  nothing  but  a  few  fcraps  of  ikins,  which 
fcarce  hide  any  thing.  The  women  make  ufe  of 
a  kind  of  apron  made  in  form  of  a  net  with  net¬ 
tle  thread,  that  reaches  from  the  waift  to  the 
knees.  It  is  allured,  that  the  (kins  of  thefe  Indians 
harden  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  pafs  unhurt^ 
like  ferpents,  through  the  uioft  thorny  bufties. 
Their  language  is  very  hard  to  learn,  and  their 
pronunciation  very  harlh  and  difagreeable.  It  is 
a  kind  of  hilling,  fo  little  articulate,  that  one 
would  imagine  their  words  did  nothitig  but  roll 
in  their  throats.- 


TlfESS 
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These  Indians,  after  all,  are  very  peaceable, 
though  fo  wild,  that  the  Spaniards  have  never 
been  able  to  civilize  one  of  them.  All  thofe,  who 
fell  into  their  hands,  buffered  themfelves  to  flarve, 
rather  than  take  any  nourifhment  *,  and,  while  they 
lived,  did  nothing  but  foam  like  madmen,  and 
bite  the  chains  they  were  bound  with.  Even  the 
miffionaries,  who  found  means  to  draw  fome  of 
them  into  the  reductions,  could  not,  with  all  their 
care  and  attention,  keep  them  alive  for  any  time. 
The  minute  they  faw  themfelves  cooped  up  in  a 
town,  they  fell  into  a  melancholy,  which  boon 
turned  to  a  confumption.  In  this  fad  condition* 
however,  good  ufage  rendered  them  docile,  and  the 
miffionaries  improved  the  happy  change  to  give 
them  all  the  inftruCtion  they  were  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving,  and  then  baptize  them.  But  none  of 
them  furvived  this  ceremony  for  any  long  time.  As 
to  founding  reductions  iri  their  forefts,  it  was  judg¬ 
ed  impracticable  by  many  miffionaries,  who  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  center  of  them  with  infinite  danger 
and  fatigue.  One  of  thefe  miffionaries,  however, 
having  prevailed  upon  eighteen  ot  them  to  follow 
him,  though  he  took  infinite  pains  to  qualify  them 
For  baptifm,  was  obliged  to  defer  it  to  their  lafh  mo¬ 
ments  ;  for,  with  all  his  tendernefs,  he  found  it 
impoffible  to  fave  one  of  them.  There  are,  in  the 
midftofthe  Caaiguas,  other  Indians,  who,  though 
known  by  the  fame  name,  fpeak  a  different  lan¬ 
guage,  and  have  no  communication  with  them. 
They  are  baicl  to  be  warlike  ;  but,  in  faCf,  they  re- 
femble  beafls  of  prey  more  than  human  creatures  j 
for  all  their  exploits  corffift  in  furprizing  travellers, 
whom  they  murder  and  devour.  When  they, 
themfelves,  happen  to  be  taken,  they  behave  like 
the  Caaiguas  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  will  not 
fuffer  any  wounds  they  have  received  to  be  dreff- 
ed. 

A  a  s:  As 
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As  the  miffionaries  could  obtain  no  fafeguard 
for  their  churches,  they  were  greatly  furprized,  that 
the  Mamelus  fo  long  delayed  paying  them  a  fe- 
cond  vifit.  But  it  foon  appeared,  that  thefe  ban¬ 
ditti  waited  only  to  conclude  an  alliance  with  the 
! Tupis ,  the  moil  barbarous  of  the  Brazilian  In¬ 
dians.  Accordingly,  they  attacked,  the  year  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  reduction  of  St.  Paul,  whole  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  fo  litle  upon  their  guard,  that  father  Su¬ 
arez,  their  pallor,  kiiew  nothing  of  their  approach, 
till  the  commander  entered  his  houfe  piftol  in  hand. 
The  father,  at  the  fight  of  him,  fell  proflrate  at 
his  feet ;  and  befeeched  him,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
to  fpare  a  parcel  of  poor  chriflians,  who  had  done 
nothing  to  deferve  the  chains  he  had  prepared  for 
them.  But  the  brute  anfwered  him  only,  by  clap¬ 
ping  his  piflo!  to  his  breall,  which  the  milTiOiiary 
calmly  opened,  telling  him,  that  he  was  fatisfied 
to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  flock,  and  conjuring  him 
in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrill,  to  content  himfelf 
with  it.  This  fpeeeh  feemed  to  make  fome  impref- 
fion  on  the  officer,  and  he  went  out  without  fpeaking 
a  fingle  word.  But  it  was  only  to  give  orders  for 
putting  to  the  fword  all  thofe  who  fhould  make  the 
lealt  refinance;  and  thefe  orders  were  but  too  punc¬ 
tually  obeyed.  He,  then,  came  back  to  father  Su¬ 
arez  ;  gave  him  great  marks  of  efleem ;  but  would 
not  permit  him  to  take  leave  of  his  beloved  Neo¬ 
phytes,  feveral  of  whom,  however,  made  their 
efcape  and  fled  to  the  reductions  of  St.  Fran¬ 
cis  Xavier  and  of  Jefus-Maria  lately  ellablifhed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cafcade  of  Guibay, 
where  they  met  the  inhabitants  of  the  Incarnation, 
who,  having  received  timely  notice  of  the  enemy’s 
approach,  abandoned  their  habitations  to  avoid 
them. 

Father  Montayo  no  fooner  heard  of  the  Ma- 
melus  having  entered  the  province  of  Guayra,  than 

he 
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he  made  all  the  hade  in  his  power  to  the 
ance  of  the  reductions-  mod  expofed  to  their 
fury.  But,  on  his  finding  no  inhabitants  either 
in  that  of  St.  Paul,  or  that  of  the  Incarnation, 
he  thought  the  bed  thing  he  could  do,  was  to 
put  himfeif  at  the  head  of  all  the  fugitive  and 
wandering  Neophytes  he  could  meet  with,  and 
conduCl  them  towards  Villanc  u  But  he  foon 
heard  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  p^ace  were  before 
hand  with  him,  and  had  picked  up  all  thole  who 
had  efcaped  the  Mamelus  and  put  them  to  work  for 
their  private  benefit.  Upon  this,  he  immediately 
Repaired  to  Villarica  ;  complained  bitterly  to  the 
magidrates  of  this  injudice  •,  and  when  he  could 
obtain  no  redrefs  from  them,  difpatched  father 
Diaz  Tano  to  the  AiTumption  to  demand  it  of  Don 
Lewis  Cefpedez  the  governor,  and  conjure  him  to 
take  feme  effectual  meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the 
reductions, 

Don  Lewis  would  fcarce  liden  to  the  miffionary  * 
He  even  told  him,  he  had  heard  from  Yiilarica, 
that  the  j emits  made  a  great  noife  about  'trifles  5 
adding,  that  they  every  where  made  themfelves 
very  odious.  The  father  retired  without  making 
any  reply  to  thefe  difagreeable  compliments ;  but 
that  day,  or  the  day  following,  p relented  a  petition 
to  him,  in  the  name  of  his  catholic  majedy,  to  ex¬ 
ert  himfeif  in  behalf  of  the  chridians  of  Guayra. 
But  Don  Lewis  would  not  fo  much  as  anfwer  it. 
This  was  not  the  only  proof  of  ill  will,  which  this 
governor  had  given  the  reductions.  Some  time 
before,  he  had  iffued  an  order  forbidding  all  perfons, 
without  exception,  to  crofs  the  Parana,  in  their 
way  from  the  province  of  Uruguay  to  that  of  Gu~ 
ayra,  or  from  the  latter  to  the  former  ;  and  there¬ 
by  the  milfionaries,  and>  even  their  provincial 
often  obliged  {to  hurry  from  province  to  pro¬ 
vince  on  the  mod  prelfing  affairs,  were  laid  under 
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a  neceftity  of  taking  a  round  of  one  hundred  leagues; 
nor  could  all  the  reprdentations  made  to  him  on 
the  inconveniences  necdfarily  attending  fuch  long 
journeys,  at  a  time  when  the  province  of  Guayra 
was  overrun  by  the  Mamelus,  make  him  confent 
to  the  le aft  qualification  or  exception.  He  even 
had  given  feme  very  broad  hints,  that  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  fubmit,  to  encommenderoes,  all  the  Indians 
diredted  by  the  fathers  of  the  company.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  probable,  that  he  never  attempted  to  put  this 
defign  into  execution,  as  he  foon  received  a  check 
by  the  audience  of  Charcas  declaring  this  edidh  of 
his  prejudicial  to  his  catholic  majefty’s  fervice. 

The  provincial  of  the  jefuits  had  no  fooner  re^ 
ceived  this  declaration,  than  he  immediately  fet  out 
for  the  province  of  Guayra.  On  his  arrival  at 
Villarica  he  received  advice,  that  the  Mamelus  had 
again  taken  the  field,  and  were  at  the  reduction  of 
St.  Francis  Xavier,  where  he  prevailed  on  fome  of 
the  Spaniards  to  follow  him  to  the  aftiftan.ee  of  the 
inhabitants.  But  they  came  too  late  ;  the  enemy 
had  already  entirely  demolifhed  it,  and  were 
now  entrenched  on  its  ruins,  after  loading  all  the 
chriftians  with  irons.  The  Spaniards,  however, 
attacked  them  with  great  refolution,  till  one  of 
them  was  killed  and  another  wounded,  when  they 
thought  proper  to  found  the  retreat.  Father  Syl- 
veira,  who  governed  this  church,  behaved  with 
more  conftancy ;  for  he  ftuck  to  the  Mamelus, 
till,  out  of  fifteen  hundred  families  of  which  his 
flock  confifted,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  fave 
upwards  of  five  hundred  perfons.  In  the  mean 
-time,  fo  great  a  terror  had  feized  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Jofeph,  fituated  at  no  great  diftance  from 
St.  Francis  Xavier,  that  it  w7as  found  impoftible 
to  quiet  them.  Several  difperfed  into  the  woods  ; 
the  reft,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  were,  for¬ 
tunately.* 
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innately,  kept  together  by  the  cares  of  the  provin¬ 
cial;  and,  with  the  remains  of  St.  brands  Xavier, 
formed  into  a  new  redudion. 
r  The  provincial,  after  this,  repaired  to  the 
^  '  canton  of  Tayaoba,  which,  it  was  reported, 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  attack  ;  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  he  had  fcarce  arrived  there,  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  certain  accounts  of  their  approach.  Upon 
this,  therefore,  he  immediately  affembled  the  mif- 
fionaries  of  three  very  populous  and  flouriihing 
reductions  fituated  in  this  country,  in  order  to 
confult  with  them,  what  was  to  be  done  in  fo 
preffing  a  danger.  The  opinions  were  divided. 

‘  Some  were  for  exhorting  the  Neophytes  to  defend 
themfelves  bravely,  in  hopes  that  even  the  wild  In¬ 
dians  would  not  refufe  to  aftift  them  again!!  a  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  This,  they  faid,  was  the  only  way 
left  to  'prevent  the  entire  diffipation  of  this  infant 
church.  The  rell  reprefented  the  little  reafon 
there  was  to  exped,  that  Indians,  ill  armed  and 
quite  undifciplined,  ftiould  be  able  to  make  a 
.  ftand  againft  veteran  troops,  provided  with  fire 
arms,  and  headed  by  able  officers  and  whom, 
befides,  an  ufelefs  refiftance  could  only  ferve  to  ex- 
afperate  ;  that  it  would,  therefore,  be  more  ad- 
vifeable  to’condud  all  thofe,  that  could  be  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  to  remove,  to  fame  other  province ;  and 
that,  how  fmall  foever  their  number  might  hap¬ 
pen  to  be,  a  great  deal  fewer  would  be  loft  this 
way,  than  by  venturing  to  refill  an  enemy,  whom 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of  their  being  able  to 
withftand. 


This  laft  advice  was  approved  by  the  provincial, 
who,  accordingly,  gave  immediate  orders  for  con- 
duding  all  the  Neophytes  into  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  great  fall  of  the  Parana,  that,  in  cafe  of 
purfuit,  they  might  be  able,  by  juft  crofting  the 
fiver*  to  make  a  barrier  of  it,  which  it  would  be  an 
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eafy  matter  to  defend  againfl  the  Mamelus.  This 
done,  he  aiTembled  the  Neophytes  themfelves  ;  ex¬ 
horted  them  not  to  feparate  from  their  pallors,  who, 
they  muff  be  fenfible,  had  their  welfare  greatly  at 
heart.  He  then  let  forward  himfelf  to  prepare 
every  thing  for  their  reception  ;  but  was  fcarce  fet 
out,  when,  the  danger  growing  greater  and  greater 
every  moment,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  follow 

him  The  miffionaries  hitherto  had  fome  reafon 

<  * 

to  hope,  that  ail  the  chriftians  were  willing  to  fol¬ 
low  them  j  but  they  had  no  fooner  given  orders  to 
begin  the  march,  than  it  appeared  they  had  great¬ 
ly  impofed  upon  themfelves.  Several  refufed  to 
come  oiit  of  their  houfes  at  any  rate ;  and  a  great 
many,  who  had  already  fet  out,  were  fo  frighten¬ 
ed  at  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  that  they  returned 
back  again.  Some  openly  revolted  ;  and  Father 
Mendoza,  was  on  the  point  of  being  murdered  in 
endeavouring  to  flop  one  of  the  moll  incenfed. 
But  the  poor  creatures,  foon  paid  dear  for  their 
difobedience,  as  all  thpfe,  who  remained  in  their 
redudlions,  or  attempted  to  find  out  other  retreats, 
than  thofe  agreed  upon  by  the  miffionaries,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Mamelus,  or  were  taken  by  fome 
wild  Indians,  who  butchered  fome  of  them,  and 
made  fiaves  of  the  reft.  Some  Spaniards  even 
were  not  affiamed  to  take  advantage  of  the  diftrefs 
of  thefe  churches,  and  exprefs  more  pjeafure  at 
their  deftrudlion,  than  they  had  Ihewn  uneafinefs  at 
their  eftabliffiment. 

Those,  who  retreated  with  the  miffionaries, 
made  fuch  good  fpeed,  that,  though  the  Mamelus 
purfued  them,  none  fell  into  their  hands  but  a  few 
laggers.  On  this  occalion,  thefe  banditti  plunder¬ 
ed  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  Conception, 
through  which  they  paffed  •,  but  carried  off  none 
but  two  women  of  fome  note,  thefe  Indians  having 
the  character  of  not  being  fit  for  fervice.  Father 
?  Salazar, 
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Salazar,  however,  who  had  the  direction  of  the  re¬ 
duction  where  this  adt  of  violence  was  committed, 
had  like  to  have  paid  very  dear  for  ;  it.  The  In¬ 
dians  thought  proper  to  make  him  relponfible  for 
it  ;  and  forne  of  the  molf  furious  fell  upon  him, 
while  he  was  faying  mafs ;  threatened  to  kill  him 
in  cafe  he  did  not  oblige  the  Mamelus  to '  give  up 
their  prey  •,  ftript  him  of  his  facerdotal  robes  ;  tore 
his  gown  off  his  back  ;  plundered  his  houfe  ;  and 
even  attempted  to  wreft  out  of  his  hands  the  fa^ 
cred  veffels,  fo  that  he  at  laft  found  himfelf  under 
a  neceffity  of  retiring  through  the  woods,  accom¬ 
panied  by  two  children  only,  in  order  to  ioin  the 
other  miffipnaries,  who,  like  himfelf,  had  been  def- 
poiled  of  their  flocks  ;  and  many  of  whom  had 
been  left  without  a  fingle  Neophyte. 

He  found  them  overwhelmed  with  grief,  and 
in  the  molt  abfolute  want  of  every  thing ; 
without  a  fingle  chriftian  that  did  not  weep  the 
lofs  of  a  father  ora  mother,  a  wife  or  a  hufband,  a 
fon  or  a  daughter,  murdered  or  loaded  with  chains 
before  their  eyes:  The  moft  prefling  want  was 
that  of  provifions  *,  they  diredtly  fowed  the 
little  grain  they  had  faved,  while  the  provin¬ 
cial  went  in  fearch  of  more  immediate  affiflance. 
But  they  might  as  well  have  fpared  themfelves  this 
trouble;  for  two  expreffes  foon  arrived,  one  on  the 
heels  of  the  other,  with  an  account,  that  an  army 
of  ’he  Mamelus  had  made  its  appearance  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Villarica  ;  that  another  fwarm 
of  Banditti  had  ifiued  from  the  fouth  coaft  of  Bra¬ 
zil  ;  and  that  even  the  fpanifh  towns  and  fettle- 
men  ts  were  threatened  with  a  vifit  from  them. 

As  this  account  agreed  with  what  a  Mamelus 
had  fome  time  before  told  one  of  the  mifiionaries, 
father  Montayo,  fupqjor  of  the  millions,  fent  to 
fummon  the  commandant  of  Villarica,  in  the  king's 
name,  and  in  virtue  of  his  majeftyhs  orders,  to 

fend 
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fend  him  immediate  abidance  •,  and,  on  his  receiving 
for  anfwer,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  give  him 
any,  he  gave  orders  for  evacuating  the  reductions 
of  St.  Ignatius  and  Loretto,  the  only  dill  fubfift-, 
ing  in  the  province  of  Guayra,  and  the  fird  that 
had  been  founded  there.  Thefe  towns  might  com- 
pare  with  the  mod  fiourifhing  among  the  Spanifh 
cities  in  Paraguay  ;  and  even  furpafled  them  in ,  the 
beauty  and  largenefs  of  their  churches.  As  to  the 
inhabitants  themfelves,  they  were  not  to  be  dif- 
tinguirhed  from  the  old  chridians,  but  by  their  fu~ 
perior  innocence  and  piety.  They  had  great  herds, 
of  black  cattle,  bred  from  feme  which  their  mid 
fionaries  had  brought  from  very  didant  places  ;  all 
their  lands  were  well  cultivated  ;  they  railed  cot¬ 
ton  in  great  quantities,  fo  as  not  only  to  have  e 
no  ugh  for  their  own  ufe,  but  wherewith  to  make 
large  donations  to  fuch  reductions,  as  were 
not  yet  in  a  condition  to  procure  themfelves  a 
diffident  quantity  of  that  ufeful  article  ;  and  even 
to  poor  Spaniards  *,  and  there  was  the  greated 
reafon  to  hope,  that  the  other  reductions  of  the 
province  would  foon  obtain  the  fame  degree  of  per¬ 
fection. 

But  this  line  appearance,  after  giving  fo  much 
joy  to  the  authors  of  it,  was  now  become  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  equal  concern,  as  they  could  not  but 
apprehend,  that  thefe  Neophytes  would  expofe 
theinlives  and  liberties  to  the  greated  danger  ra¬ 
ther  than  abandon  fuch  fine  edablifhments,  and  the 
fruits  of  fo  many  years  labour,  which  they  now 
werejud  beginning  to  tade,  in  order  to  look  out 
for  an  exile  in  a  remote  country  *,  and  this,  too, 
without  more  than  a  bare  probability  of  being  able 
to  reach  it,  though  with  the  greated  certainty,  in  a 
manner,  of  being  reduced,  on  their  arrival  there, 
to  the  utmod  mifery  and  diftrefs.  How  great, 
therefore,  mud  the  furprize  of  thefe  fathers  have 

been 
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been,  when,  on  the  very  firft  propofal  they  made  tq 
the  Neophytes  of  preparing  to  part  with  every 
thing  they  could  not  conveniently  carry  away 
along  with  them,  they  unanimoufly  anfwered,  “  we 
are  indebted  to  you,  fathers,  for  the  ineftimable 
blefling  of  being  chriftians,  and  we  ftand  in  need 
of  your  abidance  to  continue  fo  ;  therefore,  where 
ever  you  go,  we  will  cheerfully  follow  If  hun¬ 
ger,  third,  and  fatigue,  and  the  other  inconveni¬ 
ences  infeparable  from  fo  long  a  journey,  prove 
fatal  to  our  aged  fathers  and  mothers,  our  wives 
and  little  ones,  we  fhall  comfort  ourfelves  whh 
the  thoughts  of  their  having  expofed  them- 
felves  to  thefe  dangers,  difficulties,  and  diftrefies, 
merely  to  preferve  their  religion  ;  and  that  God 
himfelf  will  be  their  reward.  In  fine,  fhould 
we  come  to  want  fupport  and  -refreffiment  for 
our  bodies,  the  bread  of  angels,  which  we  are 
not  afraid  to  be  deprived  of,  as  long  as  you  remain 
with  us,  will  give  us  drength  and  courage  to  en¬ 
counter  every  evil.” 

These  fentiments  were  not  the  ededt  of  a  tran- 
fitory  fervour  ;  for  the  proper  fignal  of  departure 
had  no  fooner  been  given  in  the  two  redudtions, 
than  all  the  inhabitants  dript  their  churches  and 
houfes,  with  a  holy  infenfibility,  of  every  thing 
they  could  refcue  from  the  rapacity  of  their  ene¬ 
mies.  This  done,  they  embarked  upon  the  Para- 
napane,  which  foon  brought  them  into  the  Parana  ; 
and  then  defcended  this  lad  as  far  as  the  great  fall, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ciudad  Real  could 
do  to  retain  them  in  their  neighbourhood.  All  the 
Indians  of  the  other  redudtions,  whom  their  paf- 
tors  could  prevail  upon  not  to  day  behind,  had 
either  joined  them  already,  or  arrived  fcon  after  ; 
and  the  whole  number  amounted  to  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  families. 

X  '  *  \  '•  V  1 
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But  the  pleafure  the  miflionaries  mu  ft  have 
felt,  at  having  concluded  them  fo  far,  was  greatly 
allayed  by  the  mifery  to  which  they  law  them  re¬ 
duced,  and  the  remembrance  of  thole  left  behind, 
who,  they  mufc  know,  were  expofed  to  much 
nor  was  it  long  before  their  grief  re- 


greater 


ceiveci  a  confiderable  addition  from  a  certain  re¬ 
port,  that  the  Maine! us,  on  finding  the  reductions 
of  Loretto  and  Ignatius  evacuated,  had  refolved  to 
purfue  the  fugitives  ;  and  were,  accordingly,  mak¬ 
ing  fuch  forced  marches  to  overtake  them,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  prevent  their  doing  it,  without 
making  a  barrier  of  a  great  cafcade,  above  which 
they  were  now  affemblecl ;  an  undertaking,  which 
required  a  great  deal  of  time  ;  and  was,  befides, 
attended  with  a  great  many  difficulties. 

The  greateft  difficulty  was  that  of  conveying 


boats  enough  through  the  fall  to ,  anfwer  the 
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poles  of  the  transmigrants  when  arrived  at  the 
bottom  of  it  •,  and,  next,  that  of  conducting  fo  great 
a  number  of  men  and  women  of  all v  ages,  and  fb 
many  fick  perfons,  for  thirty  leagues  together,  be¬ 
fore  they  could  reach  the  plain,  through  the  moil 
inhofpitable  country.  But  there  was  no  time  to 
lofe  in  deliberation.  In  this  preffing  neceffity, 
therefore,  it  was  refolved  to  abandon  the  boats  to 
the  current,  and  they  were  all  daffied  to  pieces  y 
feveral  Neophytes  were  drowned  ;  others,  funk  un¬ 
der  the  fatigues  of  an  eight  days  march,  at  one 
time,  over  fands  expofed  to  the  fiery  rays  of 
a  perpendicular  fun,  at  another,  over  rugged  rocks, 
bordered  with  precipices,  where  every  falfe  ftep 
proved  fatal  to  the  unhappy  traveller.  They  were 
all,  befides,  heavily  laden  *,  fome,  with  the  baggage 
and  others,  with  the  Tick  ;  the  women  with  their 
little  ones  ;  and  the  miflionaries,  with  their  chapels 
and  paftoral  lblicitude.  Accordingly,  they  all  ar¬ 
rived  more  dead  than  alive  at  the  end  of  their  jour¬ 
ney, 
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hey,  where,  to  increafe  their  diftrefs,  they  foon  fell 
iliort  of  provifions,  though  the  reductions  on  the 
Parana  had  fent  them  all  the  refrefhments  they 
could  poftibly  collect. 

This  fcarcity  made  it  impoftible  to  remain  here 
any  longer,  fo  that,  after  a  few  days  repofe,  they 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  begin  a  new  march. 
To  render  it  the  eafier,  the  miftionaries  divided 
them  into  four  bodies,  one  of  which  had  orders  to 
coaft  the  Parana  ^  two  others,  to  direct  their  courfe 
through  the  woods  on  both  fides  of  the  river  to¬ 
wards  the  reductions  eftablifhed  on  the  Acaray  and 
the  Iguazu  *,  of  the  fourth,  which  confided  of  thole 
who  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  walk,  fome 
were  embarked  on  boats  fent  them  by  the  reduc¬ 
tions  juft  now  mentioned  *,  but  the  greater  number, 
for  want  of  room,  were  obliged  to  be  left  behind 
on  both  fides  of  the  great  fail,  where,  for  upwards 
of  four  months,  they  had  nothing  but  wild  fruits  to 
live  on.  Thofe,  however,  who  took  advantage  of 
the  boats,  were  rather  more  unfortunate,  as  thefe 
boats  were  fo  fmall,  and  withal  fo  deeply  laden, 
that  numbers  of  tlr;m  overlet  j  by  means  of 
which  feveral  of  the  paffengers  were  drowned,  and 
a  great  part  of  their  little  cargoes  entirely  loft.  Up¬ 
on  this,  therefore,  they  bethought  themfelves  of 
making  rafts  with  canes  ,  but  they  made  them  fo 
ill,  that  moft  of  them  funk  with  every  thing  that 
had  been  committed  to  them.  Affticling,  how¬ 
ever,  as  thefe  Ioffes  were,  the  faith  of  the  Neo¬ 
phytes  triumphed  over  them. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  thole,  who 
travelled  by  land,  perifhed  in  'their  journey.  But 
when  they  were  all  united,  fome  in  the  redudiion 
of  the  nativity,  on  the  Acaray  ;  and  the  reft,  in  that 
of  St.  Mary  Major,  on  the  Iguazu  ^  they  increafed 
the  famine,  that  rag;ed  there  before  their  arrival, 
in  confeqiience  of  a  bad  harveft  ;  and  this  famine 

foon 


35° 


f  HE  HISTORY 


foon  brought  on  a  general  ficknefs,  which,  in  both 
reductions,  tarried  off  eleven  hundred  fouls,  and 
determined  thofe  who  furvived  to  difperfe  into  the 
woods,  in  fearch  of  roots  and  wild  fruits,  where  a 
great  many  of  them  perifhed  by  want,  it  not  being 
in  the  power  of  their  conductors,  who  themfelves 
wanted  every  thing,  to  give  them  any  other  a fT: fi¬ 
ance,  than  that  of  preparing  them  to  make  a  good 
end. 


At  length,  the  mortality  ceafed;  and  the  million- 
aries  found,  that  out  of  one  hundred  thoufand  fouls* 
of  which  the  church  of  Guayra  v/as  compofeck 
there  now  remained  with  them  but  twelve  thotifandi 
Father  Montoya  formed  two  reductions  with  thefe 
melancholy  remains,  near  a  little  river  called  Iuba- 
burrus ,  which  flows  from  the  eaft  into  the  Parana, 
arid  gave  them  the  names  of  Loretta  and  Si.  Ignatius. 
But,  as  it  v/as  impoffible  to  till  or  fow  any  lands,  on 
account  of  the  more  immediate  necdlity  of  build¬ 
ing  houfes  for  flicker,  he  bought  ten  thoufand  oxen, 
with  the  money  allowed  by  way  offalary  to  the  mif- 
iionaries  of  Guayra,  and  the  proceeds  of  fuch  ef¬ 
fects  laved  out  of  the  reductions  of  that  province* 
as  the  Neophytes  could  do  without. 


T he  Spaniards,  who  had  hitherto  confidered  the 
reductions  of  this  province*  as  little  contributing  to 
the  fecurity  of  their  other  fettlemerits  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Guayra  againft  the  fury  of  the  Mameltis* 
now  began  to  fee  their  miftake*  when  it  wras  too 
late  to  repair  in  Their  own  territories  were  foon 
covered  with.  thefe  Banditti,  who  every  where  drew 
after  them  large  armies  of  infidels ;  and,  when 
thefe  hell  hounds  could  no  longer  find  any  new 
chriflians  to  make  Haves  of,  they  fell  upon  the 
country  feats  and  villages  *  and,  afterwards,  utterly 
deftroyed  Ciudad  and  Villanca,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
endeavours  of  the  bifhop  or  the  A  ilurnption,  who 
came  in  perfon  to  intercede  for  them.  Part  of  the 
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inhabitants  took  refuge  on  the  Paraguay,  and  dic 
reft  went  in  fearch  of  an  afylum,  even  among  their 
enemies.  We  fhall  fpeak,  in  another  place,  of  the 
New  Villarica,  afterwards  built  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  old. 


r  The  year  following,  the  Calchaquis, 

^  *  having  been  defeated  by  the  Spaniards  in 
feveral  rencounters,  prevailed  on  the  jefuits  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  peace  for  them,  though  they  had  obliged 
themfelves,  by  the  mod  execrable  oaths,  never  to 
give  quarters  to  any  Spaniards,  except  the  fathers  of 
the  company,  who,  they  faid,  had  never  done 
them  any  harm,  but  had,  on  the  contrary,  always 
zealoudy  defended  their  liberty  and  the  honour  of 
their  wives.  But  this  calm  was  of  very  fhort  dura¬ 
tion.  The  barbarians  foon  renewed  their  hodilities, 
burning  and  plundering  all  before  them  ^  fo  that  the 
viceroy  of  Peru  found  himfelf  under  a  necefhty  of 
fending  fome  forces  to  Tucuman  againft  them. 
But,  though  thefe  troops  put  a  flop  to  their  ccurfes, 
they  made  no  change  in  their  fentiments.  The 
jefuits,  on  their  fide,  could  neither  allure  them* 
that,  in  cafe  they  became  chridians,  no  attempts 
would  be  made  on  their  liberty-,  nor  yet  perfuade  the 
Spaniards,  that  it  was  their  real  intereft  to  authorize 
them  to  give  them  fuch  alfurances;  anobltinacy  the 
mere  furprizing,  as  the  Spaniards  were  very  far 
from  being  always  in  a  condition  to  reprefs  thefe 
Indians 

But  what  ferved  mod  to  fignaliz'e  this  year,  vcas 
the  furprizing  converdon  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province  of  Tape,  which  we  have  before  taken 
notice  of.  Not  only  they  invited  the  milfionaries* 
and  gave  them  the  kinded  reception  ;  but  feveral, 
to  have  a  better  title  to  their  alfidance,  had  already 
formed  themfelves  into  reductions,  and  built 
churches  and  houfes  to  receive  them.  Thefe  eda~ 
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ger,  by  the  attachment  which  fome  of  the  con^ 
verted  caciques  dill  retained  to  their  concubines 
and,  though,  in  the  end,  they  got  the  better  of 
this  fhock,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  difficulties  which  often  perplexed  the  miffion- 
aries  in  cafes  of  the  like  nature. 

I  already  obferved,  that,  among  the  Guarani 
nations,  every  cacique  had  a  right  to  take  as  many 
wives  as  he  could  maintain,  Now,  though  it  was 
an  eafy  matter  to  perfuade  thofe,  who  were  fin- 
cerely  difpofed  to  embrace  the  chridian  religion, 
to  confine  themfelves  to  one  wife,  it  was  not 
fo  eafy  to  determine,  whether  they  ffiould  be 
obliged  to  keep  her  whom  they  had  fird  married,  or 
be  permitted  to  chufe  her  they  liked  bed  among 
thole,  with  whom  they  actually  cohabited.  It  is 
well  known,  that  divines  differ  in  this  point ;  for 
which  reafon  the  miffionaries,  for  a  long  time,  fok 
lowed  the  opinion,  that  each  of  them  refpeftively 
thought  was  bed  grounded.  At  length,  the  fupe- 
periors  judging  it  highly  proper  to  eftabliffi  in  thefe 
churches  one  uniform  rule  of  conduct  in  an  affair 
of  fo  much  importance,  applied  to  the  fovereign 
Pontiff,  to  know  how  they  fhould  govern  them- 
felves  for  the  future. 

Father  de  Lugo,  in  the  memorial  he  drew  up 
for  this  purpofe,  reprefented  to  his  holinefs,  that 
the  Guarani  caciques  confidered  their  wives,  rather 
as  fervants,  than  as  companions  }  that  they  dif- 
miffed  them  without  ceremony,  on  the  lead  didike  ; 
that  they  very  often  kept  leveral  together  ;  and, 
fometimes,even  the  mothers  andthe daughters  ^  that 
it  was  ufual  with  them  to  make  prefents  of  their 
wives  to  their  friends  and  vaffals,  and  take  them 
back  again  when  they  thought  proper  ;  in  fine,  that 
fome  of  them,  on  leaving  one  place  to  fettle  in  ano¬ 
ther,  left  their  wives  behind  them,  to  avoid  the 
trouble  of  removing  them,  and  took  new  ones  in 
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the  places  where  they  ftopt.  From  thefe  premifes 
father  de  Lugo  concluded*  that  there  was  no  mar¬ 
riage  among  thefe  Indians  ^  and  alledged,  befides, 
feveral  reafons*  why  it  would  be  dangerous  to  oblige 
them,  on  their  converfion,  to  abide  by  the  women, 
with  whom  they  had  firft  cohabited. 

The  firft  reafon  was  the  difficulty  of  fixing  on 
the  woman,  with  whom  they  had  firft  cohabited,  as 
it  was  very  probable  they  might  not  give  a  true 
anfwer,  when  interrogated  on  this  head.  The  fe- 
cond,  that  this  firft  wife  might  poffibly  have  been 
the  firft  wife  of  another.  The  third,  that  thefe 
Indians,  after  having  been  married  in  the  face  of 
the  church*  were  often  known  to  neglect,  for  an¬ 
other,  the  woman  they  had  been  obliged  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  as  their  wife,  becaule  they  did  not 
love  her.  The  fourth,  that  the  obligation  of  con¬ 
fining  themfelves  to  the  woman,  with  whom  they 
had  firft  cohabited,  appeared  fo  fevere,  that,  on 
that  account  alone,  feveral  had  refufed  to  embrace 
the  chriftian  religion.  In  fine,  that,  in  the  mar¬ 
riages  of  the  Guaranis,  there  was  neither  contract 
nor  any  other  ceremony,  by  which  the  wife  might 
be  diftinguifhed  from  the  concubine.  The  Pope’s 
anfwer  was,  that  the  two  opinions,  in  the  cafe  pro- 
pofed,  being  equally  probable,  there  was  no  occa¬ 
sion  for  a  difpenfation  to  follow  either }  and  that 
the  miffionaries  fhould  a£t,  on  fuch  occafions,  in 
the  manner  they  judged  propereft  to  fecure  the 
converfion  of  the  infidels  j  and  this  rule  has  been 
ever  fince  obferved. 

In  that  part  of  the  country,  which  lies  to  the 
eaft  of  the  Paraguay,  and  extends  from  that  river 
to  the  Parana,  where  this  lafl  takes  a  turn  towards 
the  North-eaft,  there  is  a  chain  of  mountains  that 
pours  down  a  great  number  of  rivers,  fome  of 
which  fall  into  the  Paraguay,  and  the  reft  into  the 
Parana.  But  thofe  which  flow  eaflwards  have  fo 
Vol  I.  B  b  gen- 
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gentle  a  fall,  that  their  motion  is  fcarce  difcernibiey 
whereas  the  others,  tumbling  from  a  greater  heigh t+ 
are  not  only  diftmguifhable  by  the  rapidity  of  their 
courfe,  but  by  the  great  quantity  of  mud  which 
they  carry  from  the  marfhes  they  rufh  through*, 
and  with  which  they  render  the  waters  of  the  Pa¬ 
raguay  turbid  to  a  confiderable  difiance.  Befides,, 
they  often  overflow  their  banks  •,  and,  then,  the 
whole  country  refembles  avaft  fea,  with  no  other 
bounds  but  the  mountains.  This  country  is  full 
©f  trees,  diftilhng  a  gum  which  the  inhabitants 
form  into  balls,  fo  light  and  elaftick,  that  they 
ferve  to  play  with.  But  what  renders  them  ftill 
more  valuable,  is  a  virtue  they  are  laid  to  pof- 
fefs  of  curing  the  dyfentery.  Several  of  thefe  balls 
have  been  brought  to  Spain  * 

The  heart  of  this  country,,  which  lies  between 
the  19th  and*  2  2d  degrees  of  South  latitude,  is  in¬ 
habited  by  a  people  called  Itatines .  Thefe  Indians 
Ipoke  the  fame  language  with  the  Guaranis,  and 
feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  origin,  though,  at  the 
lame  time  we  are  fpeaking  of,  they  kept  up  very 
little  communication*  with  them.  They  were  ex¬ 
tremely  vigorous  and  nimble  and  running  was  fo 
well  ftudied  andfo  favourite  a  diverflon  among  them, 
that  they  obliged  the  runners  to  carry  Hones  of 
a  fixed-  weight,  and  even  diftributed  prices  among 
them.  As  fure  as  any  one  among  them  died, 
&  certain  number  of  his  relations  threwr  them- 
felves  from  a  great  height  in  order  to  accompany 
him  in  the  other  world  ;  and-  this  cuftom,  along 
with  the  frequent  diforders  caufed  by  the  bad  air 
in  which  they  lived,  hindered  them  from  multiply* 
ing. 

Such  was  a  nation  of  Indians,  whom  father  Ram* 
connier  a  jefuitr  hadTately  undertaken  to  convert,  , 
though  with  very  little  hopes  of  fit  ccefs.  He  was. 
even  more  than  once  on  the  point  of  falling  a  vi&lrii 
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to  their  prevention  and  jealoufy,  for  which,  how¬ 
ever,  it  muft  be  owned  they  had  but  too  juft 
grounds.  A  Portuguefe  prieft,  it  feems,  had,  fome 
years  before^  collected  a  confiderable  number  of 
them  under  pretence  of  civilizing  them,  and  in- 
ftrutting  them  in  the  chriftian  religion  ;  and,  then, 
fold  them  to  fome  of  his  countrymen,  who  were 
to  carry  them  off  to  Brazil  ;  but,  unhappily  for  the 
wretch,  the  Itatines  difcovered  his  views,  and  mur¬ 
dered  him.  This  alone  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  make  them  miftruft  father  Raneonnier  *,  but  their 
fufpicions  were  increafed  by  another  European,  who 
.  was  indifcreet  enough  to  tell  them,  that  all  thofe 
who  liftened  to  this  father  might  foon  expedl  to 
fee  themfelves  haves  to  the  Spaniards. 

They  even  began  to  take  up  arms,  as  if  the 
Spaniards  were  on  the  point  of  entering  their 
country j  when  fome  fpeciai  marks  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  heaven  on  father  Raneonnier  fuddenly 
changed  their  hearts,  and  brought  them  in  fucli 
numbers  about  him  for  inftrudfion,  that  he  and 
other  jefuits  that  came  to  his  affiftance,  had  profe- 
lytes  enough  to  form  four  reductions  in  one  year, 
under  the  names  of  St.  Jofeph ,  the  Angels ,  St.  Peters 
and  St.  Paul.  The  eftabliihing  of  the  company  at 
Xerez  would,  no  doubt,  have  tended  greatly  to  the 
further  progrefs of their  million^  but,  though  the  in¬ 
habitants  had  been  a  long  time  foliciting  for  it,  the 
affair  lingered  fo  long,  that  all  thoughts  of  it 
were  at  laft  laid  afide.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Spa¬ 
niards  did  never  fufticientiy  comprehend,  how 
much  it  was  their  intereft  to  keep  and  fortify  this 
place,  which  might  have  fecured  to  them  the  poR 
feftion  of  all  the  courfe  of  the  Paraguay,  as  far  as 
the  lake  of  theXarayes  ;  and  that  they  have  not 
been  fufficiently  upon  their  guard  againft  the  Ma- 
nielus,  who  have  opened  a  road,  on  that  fide  of 
South  America,  to  their  countrymen,  for  making 
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difcoveries,  in  which  the  Spaniards  fhould  have; 
been  before  hand  with  them. 

Of  this  there  happened  a  melancholy  proof  at 
the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of •,  a  large  gang  of  Ma- 
melus,  with  an  army  of  Tapes  at  their  heels,  having 
made  a  fudden  irruption  into  the  country.  The 
firft  thing  thefe  banditti  did,  was  to  fend  two  en¬ 
voys  to  the  redu6lion  of  St.  Jofeph,  whofe  pallor 
they  knew  was  abfent,  with  a  meffage  to  the  cor- 
regidor,  importing  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear, 
as  they  were  marching  againft  fome  nations  in  the 
neighbourhood,  firmly  refolved  to  chaflife  them  for 
their  infolent  behaviour  to  father  Ranconnier  5  and 
that,  if  he  would  join  them  in  fo  glorious  a  caufe, 
he  fhould  foon  be  convinced  of  their  zeal  for  the 
welfare  both  of  the  miflionaries  and  their  Neo¬ 
phytes.  The  corregidor  gave  into  the  fnare.  He 
ordered  all  his  warriors  to  take  up  arms,  and 
marched  with  them  to  the  camp  of  the  Mamelus, 
where  they  were  no  fooner  arrived,  than  thefe  mif- 
creants  loaded  them  with  chains. 

The  general  then  fent  out  a  detachment  to  carry 
off  all  thofe,  who  flill  remained  in  the  reduction  ; 
and  another,  to  attack  that  of  the  Angels  ;  but  the 
paflor  of  the  iafl  had  time  enough  to  fecure  the 
retreat  of  part  of  its  inhabitants.  The  reft  were 
taken,  with  the  miffionary,  whom  the  Mamelus 
detained  for  three  days  together,  left  he  fhould 
aiTift  any  of  his  Neophytes  to  make  their  efcape. 
A  third  body  of  thefe  banditti  fell  upon  the  re- 
dudlion  of  St.  Peter  ;  and  partly  by  force,  and 
partly  by  fraud,  found  means  of  getting  all  the 
inhabitants  into  their  power,  except  feventy,  who, 
having  affembled  about  their  pallor,  bravely  re- 
pulfed  an  equal  number  of  Tapes,  and  thirty 
Mamelus.  The  pallor  of  St.  Jofeph  had  likewife 
the  good  fortune  of  obtaining,  by  his  entreaties, 
the  liberty  of  two  caciques  *  upon  which  feveral 
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of  the  Tapes,  charmed  with  his  zeal  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  Neophytes,  thought  proper  to  put 
themfelves  under  his  conduct.  But  he  foon  after 
had  the  mortification  of  hearing,  that  all  the  refc  of 
the  caciques  and  other  Itatine  officers,  having  been 
tied  to  one  chain,  had  the  misfortune  of  being 
drowned  in  erofiing  the  Parana.  Soon  after,  the 
jefuits  were  informed,  that  the  Mamelus,  to 
render  them  odious  to  the  Itatines,  had  renewed 
the  calumny  which  they  had  formerly  propagated 
with  filch  fiiccefs  j  namely,  that  the  jefuits  them¬ 
felves  had  invited  them  ;  and  it  wrought  fo  much 
upon  the  poor  people,  that  feveral  of  them,  through 
mere  refentment,  profaned  the  facred  veilels,  ancl 
even  formed  a  defign  againft  the  life  of  one  of  their 
pallors.  But  means  were  at  laft  found  to  difabufe 
them,  and  even  refiore  the  reductions,  by  degrees, 
to  their  former  populoufnefs. 
s  Those  on  the  Parana,  which  had  for  a 

long  time  enjoyed  the  fweets  of  an  unin¬ 
terrupted  peace,  were  now  tried  in  their  turn  ; 
and  the  firfb  trial  they  were  put  to,  was  of  a  very 
extraordinary  kind,  being  the  work  of  thofe  who 
fiiould  have  been  their  protestors  ;  namely,  tfie 
governor  and  the  bifhop  of  the  province  of  Para¬ 
guay.  The  prelate  had  vifited  them  a  few  years 
before,  and  bellowed  the  higheft  praifes  both  on 
the  Neophytes  and  their  miffionaries.  As  to 
the  governor;,  his  conduCt,  ever  fm.ee  his  pro  mot  ion 
to  that  employment,  had  been  fiich,  as  left  thefe 
new  chriftian  colonies  no  reafon  to  expeCt  any  fa¬ 
vour  from  him.  It  feemed  even  furprizing,  that 
he  had  not  carried  his  malice  againlt  them  to  Hill 

y*  ■  * 

greater  lengths. 

This  nobleman,  it  feems,  had  given  orders  to 
a  Cacique  but  lately  converted,  to  fupply  him  with 
a -certain  number  of  Pirogues ;  but,  though  he  had 
been  obeyed  with  the  greatell  punctuality,  yet, 
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as  thefe  boats  happened  to  be  too  fmall  for  his  life, 
he  fell  into  fo  a  violent  paffion  with  the  Cacique,' 
and  the  Indians,  w  ho  came  along  with  him  to  deliver 
them,  that  he  immediately  lent  the  poor  people 
to  prifon.  He  even  forgot  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to, 
threaten,  with  perfonal  fervice,  all  the  chriftians 
of  the  redudions  on  the  Parana.  Thefe  ads  of 

-  •  -  A  '  J  ■  «. 

violence  and  ram  threats  made  fo  great  an  im- 
prefixon  on  the  Neophytes,  that  the  miffionaries 
had  much  ado  to  contain  them.  But  it  proved 
ftill  more  difficult  to  pacify  them,  in  regard  to  a 
Hep  of  the  biihop,  winch  he  could  not  have  taken, 
in  a  more  critical  conjuncture. 

This  prelate  had,  all  on  a  fudden,  taken  it  into 
his  head,  or  at  lead:,  had  been  made  to  believe, 
that  he  might  confiderably  increafe  the  revenues 
of  his  church,  by  placing  over  the  reductions  of  his 
diocefe,  paftors  more  dependent  on  him  than  the 
Jefuits ;  and,  under  pretence  that  the  new  chrif- 
tians  under  the  conduct  of  thefe  religious,  paid 
him  neither  tithes,  nor  the  fourth  part  of  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  he  began  by  interdicting  all  their 
miffionaries.  So  great  and  fudden  a  clap  furprized 
every  one;  and  it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
bifhop  had  not  proceeded  fo  far  without  a  fixed 
defign  of  going  ftill  farther. 

The  governor,  on  his  fide,  abated  nothing  of 
his  menaces  ;  and  people  waited  with  the  greateft 
impatience  the  upihot  of  this  affair,  when  father 
Romero  arrived  poll  hafte  at  the  Affumption,  from, 
the  farther  extremity  of  the  province  of  Uruguay, 
where  the  noife  of  this  fudden  ftorm  had  reached 
him.  The  firfl  thing  he  did  was  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  whom  he  befeeched  to  confider,  that 
the  kings  of  Spain  had  abfolutely  forbid  their  fub- 
yeds  to  treat  the  Indians  in  a  rough  manner,  thofe 
efpecially,  who  had  been  converted  and  formed 
into  redudions  by  the  jefuits ;  or  even  impofe  any. 

talks. 
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talks  upon  them  ;  their  majedies  being  defirous, 
that  they  fhould  be  prevailed  upon  by  fair  means, 
to  do  every  thing,  it  might  be  thought  proper  to 
require  of  them  ;  but  his  remondrances  had  no 
effeft.  However,  he  again  returned  .to  the  charge  * 
and  by  his  condancy,  and  his  eloquence  equally 
ftrong  and  infinuating,  obtained,  at  laft  everything 
he  wanted.  The  governor  ordered  the  prifoners 
to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  promifed  never  more  to 
moled  the  Neophytes. 

But  it  proved  much  more  difficult  to  move  the 
biffiop.  It  was  to  no  purpofe,  father  Romero, 

*  after  driving  in  vain  to  reafon  him  into  better  len- 
timents,  produced  the  bulls  of  the  fovereign  Pom 
tifs,  and  the  decrees  of  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  by  which  it  plainly  appeared,  that  his  lord- 
fhip  had  tranfgrefled  the  bounds  of  his  authority 
in  interdicting  the  miffionaries.  He  could  get  no 
other  anfwer  from  him,  than  that  he  had  a  right  to 
difpofe  of  the  parifhes  within  his  diocefe,  To  this 
father  Romero  replied,  that  the  reduftions  directed 
by  thejefuits  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  parifhes 
in  the  drift  fenfe  ofthat  word.  The  biffiop  perfided 
in  alledging,  that  thofe,  who  had  charge  of  them, 
were  parifli  prieds  fubjeft  to  the  ordinary,  like  all 
other  pariffi  prieds.  At  length,  the  provincial,  who 
was  by  this  time  arrived  at  the  Afiumption,  caufed 
to  be  notified  to  the  biffiop  the  letters  patent  of 
the  king,  by  which  his  majedy  forbade  all  perfons 
of  whatever  rank  and  dignity,  to  deprive  the  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  company  ofjefus  of  the  government 
of  their  Neophytes,  or  didurb  them,  under  any 
pretext,  in  the  exercife  of  their  funftions. 

The  governor,  who  had  already  yielded  to  rea¬ 
fon,  ieconded  the  provincial ;  and  the  biffiop  foon 
followed  his  example.  He  even  did  it  with  fo  good 
a  grace,  that,  father  Romero  having  fet  out  to 
return  to  his  church,  he  immediately  followed  him  * 
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vifited  a  fecond  time  the  reductions  within  his  dm 
ocefe  ;  loaded  the  Neophytes  with  praii.es  and  ca^' 
refles  ;  and,  above  all  things,  recommended  to 
them,  an  entire  confidence  in  thofe,  who  governed 
them  with  fo  much  zeal  and  wifdom.  This  pre¬ 
late  was  in  the  year  1635  tranilated  to  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  ever  after  lived  in 
the  greatefi  harmony  with  the  jefuits,  which  has 
not,  however,  hindered  the  authors  of  the  Morale 
pratique  from  placing  him,  on  the  authority  of 
Don  Bernadin  de  Cardenas,  among  thofe  prelates, 
whom  the  jefuits,  according  to  him,  had  driven 
out  of  their  diocefes.  But  thefe  gentlemen,  it 
feems,  did  not  .confider,  that,  if  thefe  fathers 
had  credit  enough  for  that  purpofe,  they  could 
not  but  have  enough  to  prevent  his  translation 
to  the  bifhoprick  of  Buenos  Ayres,  where  it 
imported  them  much  more  to  have  4  bifhop  in 
their  intereft,  than  at  the  A  Sumption. 

But  this  florm  had  fcarce  blown  over,  when  a 
report  of  the  Mamelus  having  refolved  to  penetrate 
as  far  as  the  Parana,  threw  all  the  reductions  efia- 
blifhed  on  that  river,  into  the  greatefi  confternation. 
N  or  was  it  a  vain  alarm  ^  for  the  report  was  foon 
foliov/ed  by  certain  advice,  of  their  advancing 
by  forced  marches,  after  paffmg  the  great 
fall.  As,  therefore,  it  could  not  be  doubted, 
that  thefe  banditti  would  firft  attack  the  re¬ 
ductions  of  the  nativity  and  St,  Mary  Major,  it 
was  refolved  to  remove  the  inhabitants  to  Itapua. 
Thefe  precautions  fo  difconcerted  all  the  febemes 
of  the  enemy,  that  they  thought  it  more  prudent  to 
march  back,  than  venture  further  into  a  country, 
with  which  they  were  not  fufficiently  acquainted. 

This  year,  the  viceroy  of  Peru  received  pofxtive 
orders  from  court,  to  fupprefe,  abfolutely  and  irre¬ 
vocably,  the  practices  of  exacting  perfonal  fervice 
from  the  Indians,  and  fubftitutc  to  it  a  tax  pay¬ 
able 
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able  to  their  encomenderoes,  in  money,  vegetables, 
fluffs,  honey,  poultry,  or  fifjh,  according  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  countries  they  inhabited.  It  is  very 
probable,  that  it  was  found  improper  to  ufe  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  execution  of  thefe  orders.-,  and  that,  there¬ 
fore,  gentle  means  were  only  employed.  Be  that  as 
it  will,  certain  it  is,  that  things  have  remained 
ever  fin.ee  on  much  the  fame  footing  they  were  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  that  the  moft  melancholy  experience  has 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  convince  the  Spaniards  of 
Paraguay,  that,  independent  of  the  dictates  of 
religion  and  common  honefty,  their  intereft  alone 
.  fhould  engage  them  to  comply  with  the  v/ill  of 
their  fovereign. 

^  ^  r  It  could  fcarce  be  exp e died,  that  the 

'  Mamelus  and  the  Tup  is,  who  did  not 
jthink  it  too  far  to  march  to  the  reductions  on  the 
Parana,  in  order  to  make  flaves  .of  the  nev;  chrif- 
tians  there,  fhould  not  hanker  after  thofe  of  the 
Tape,  which  lay  fo  much  nearer  and  more  conveni¬ 
ent  to  them;  as,  in  their  journeys  along  theeaftern 
coafts  of  Brazil  for  the  fake  of  felling,  their  Haves, 
they  generally  ftopt  at  the  Port  de  fan  Pedro ,  formed! 
by  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  Pehquari ,  which 
iffues  from  the  mountains  of  Tape.  Accordingly, 
tjie  million  aries  of  this  province  had  begun  feri- 
oufly  to  think  on  the  propereft  meafures  for  put¬ 
ting  it  in  a  good  p.oflure  of  defence  againfl  them. 
But  fuch  is  the  indolence  of  its  natives,  that  thefe 
fathers  might  have  laboured  long  enough  to  very 
little  purpofe,  had  not  the  misfortune,  which  fome 
of  their  Neophytes  had  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
thefe  banditti,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the 
reft,  that  they  immediately  purfued  them  ;  and 
not  only  refeued  their  countrymen,  but  made  feve- 
tal  prifoners,  who  were  diftributed  among  the  re- 
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dudtions  of  the  Parana,  where,  in  time,  they  came 
to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  extreme  folly  and  wicked nefs. 
The  ardour  infpired  by  this  fuccefs  was  ft  ill  a- 
live,  when  the  Neophytes  had  a  new  opportunity 
of  exerting  it.  One  of  the  miftionaries,  who  had 
moft  contributed  to  civilize  and  convert  them,  hav¬ 
ing  been  treacheroufty  killed  by  fome  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Indians,  two  bodies  of  them  entered  the 
enemy’s  country,  in  fpite  of  all  the  endeavours  of 
their  paftors  to  reftrain  their  fury,  on  two  differ¬ 
ent  fides  ;  and,  though  both  found  armies  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  them,  they  fought  with  fuch  bra¬ 
very,  that,  without  lofing  a  Angle  man,  they  killed 
a  great  number  of  thefe  favages,  made  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  prifoners,  and  entirely  difperfed  the  reft.  They 
wouldevenhave  carried  their  refentment  ftill  further, 
had  not  the  miftionaries  found  means  to  put  a  flop 
to  it.  But,  as  they  negledted  to  take  any  fecurity  for 
the  better  behaviour  of  the  enemy  for  the  time 
to  come,  this  mercy  of  theirs  had  like  to  have  pro¬ 
ved  very  fatal  to  them.  The  wild  Indians,  being 
left  entirely  to  themfelves,  acquired,  by  degrees, 
more  ftrength  than  they  had  loft  •,  fell  upon  the 
reduction  lately  governed  by  the  murdered  mifil- 
onary  butchered  all  the  inhabitants  that  had 
not  the  good  fortune  of  faving  themfelves  by  flight, 
and  even  three  hundred  children,  v/hom  they  af¬ 
terwards  devoured.  The  other  reductions  of  Tape 
were  on  the  point  offharingthe  fame  fate  *  fo  thatit 
was  at  laft  found  neceffary,  in  order  to  fupportfome, 
and  repair  the  reft,  to  take  up  arms  a  fecond  time, 
and  make  new  efforts,  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  now 
become  very  uncertain.  But  the  God  of  armies 
foon  declared  in  favour  of  his  worfhippers,  who 
had  engaged  in  this  war,  merely  to  prevent  the 
profanation  of  his  fandtuary,  and  preferve  hh 
adorers.  Befides,  thefe  new  maccabees  fought  left 
to  fpill  the  blood  of  their  enemies,  than  to  impofe 


OF  P  A  R  AG  U  A  Y.  363 

a  yoke  on  them,  which  they  took  care  to  render 
very  fupportable,  and  eafed  them  of  the  mi¬ 
nute  they  found  them  fincerely  difpofed  to  bow 
their  necks  to  that  of  the  gofpel. 

The  year  following,  Don  Martin  de  Le« 
6  *  defma,  who  had  fucceeded  Don  Lewis  de 
Cefpedez  in  the  government  of  Paraguay,  having 
received  orders  from  the  royal  audience  of  la  Plata, 
to  vifit  the  reductions  on  the  Parana,  had  no  fooner 
hnifhed  his  vifit,  than,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Afiumption,  he  formed  the  defign 
of  transfering,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  that  capital, 

•  two  of  them,  that  had  been  already  removed  into 
his  province  from  that  of  Guayra,  in  order  to  give 
the  Neophytes  of  them  in  command.  His  pre¬ 
tence  for  taking  this  flep  was,  that  thefe  Indians 
had  been  reduced  by  arms,  before  the  jefuits  had 
undertaken  to  reunite  them  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  Spaniards  had  a  juft  title  to  their  fervices  *,  and 
he  perfifted  fo  obftinately  in  this,  his  falfe  notion, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  a  pofitive  order  from  the 
royal  audience  could  hinder  him  from  proceeding. 
Another  pretenfion  of  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ay¬ 
res,  equally  ill  grounded,  met  with  the  fame 
check.  In  corifequence  of  fome  difagreement  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  jefuits,  he  wrote  to  his  rna- 
jefty  for  leave  to  build  a  city  on  the  Uruguay,  on 
pretence  of  thereby  keeping  in  awe  the  new  chrifti- 
ans  of  this  province,  every  day,  he  faid,  growing 
more  and  more  numerous.  But  this  appeared  a 
very  odd  motive  to  Philip  IV.  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced,  as  he  was,  that  thefe  Neophytes,  far  from 
deferving  to  be  treated  with  fo  much  diffidence* 
formed  the  belt  barrier  he  could  have  againft  all 
his  enemies  on  that  fide  of  the  country  •,  his  ma- 
jefty,  accordingly,  fent  orders  to  the  governor  to 
lay  afide  his  defign. 
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A  third  ftorrn,  which  arofe  at  the  fame  time, 
inftead  of  only  threatening  from  afar,  was  attended 
with  very  fatal  confequences.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  Affumptidh  affirmed,  that,  as  the  Itatine  chriff 
bans  were  not  included  in  the  privileges  granted  tQ 
the  Neophytes  of  the  jefpits,  there  could  be  no 
reafon  for  not  giving  them  in  command.  But  they 
did  not,  or  at  lealt  would  not,  confider,  that,  as 
they  had  not  conquered  there  Indians,  they  could 
have  no  juft  pretence  to  deprive  them  of  their  li¬ 
berty  ^  but  thole,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  main¬ 
tain  this  vexatious  pretention,  had  found  means 
to  biafs  fo  far  both  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
courts,  that  they  ordered  the  pallors  ftationed 
in  thefe  reductions,  to  give  up  their  places  to 
fee ul ar  priefts.  In  the  mean  time,  fearing  that 
the  jefuits  might  complain  of  this  violence  to  the 
royal  audience  of  La  Plata,  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants  figned  a  memorial  addrdled  to 
that  tribunal,  in  which  they  advanced  feveraf  fabts 
invented  to  render  thefe  fathers  odious,  and  him. 
in  particular,  who  tranfacled  their  affairs  at  la  Plata. 

But  this  very  contrivance  ruined  all  their  pro,* 
jcbk-  One  of  thofe,  who  had  figned  the  memorial,' 
fcrupled  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  to  calm  his  com 
fcience,  he  found  himfelf  under  a  neceifity  offend¬ 
ing  a  judicial  retrablation  of  his  faife  allegations  v. 
and  this  retractation  clifcovered  the  myftery  of  ini¬ 
quity,  which  the  confpirators  had  been  endeavour- 1 
ing-to  cover  with  the  fpecious  veil  of  the  public 
good.  But,  though  the  royal  audience  loft  no  time 
in.iiTuing  a  decree,  forbidding  any  innovation's; tQ:'  i 
be  made  in  the  Itatine  redubtiens,  it  arrived  too  late. 
The  rflrw  chriftians  compofing  them,  having  al¬ 
ready  received  fome  intimation  of  the  defign  of  the  . 
Spaniards,  were  fo  terrified  at  the  thoughts,  of 
being  reduced  to  the  drudgery  ofperfonal  feryice, 
that  great  numbers  of  them  took  refuge  among  the 
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wild  Indians.  To  increafe  this  misfortune,  a 
plague  followed  ♦,  and  moil;  of  thofe  who  efcaped 
it  diiperfed  •,  and  of  the  three  pallors,  who  go¬ 
verned  this  church,  two  fell  into  a  coniiunption,  and 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  field  ;  fo  that  the  third 
not  being  able  to  attend  to  every  thing,  it  coil 
more  to  reunite  this  feared  and  exafperated  flock, 
than  had  been  at  firflrequifite  to  form  it. 

The  plague  like  wife,  fucceeded  by  a  famine,  had 
laid  wafte  the  reductions  of  Tape,  when  the  fur- 
viving  Neophytes  received  intelligence,  that  the 
Mamelus  were  making  a  powerful  armament  to 
pay  them  a  fecond  vifit.  As  the  reduction  of .  jefas 
Maria  lay  the  molt  expofed  to  their  fury,  father 
Romero  applied  to  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata  for  leave  to  throw  up  Tome  retrenchments  a- 
bout  it  *,  and,  having  obtained  his  confent,  imme¬ 
diately  repaired  there  to  haften  the  works.  Bur 
the  Mamelus  appeared  before  they  could  be  com- 
pleated,  followed  by  fifteen  hundred  Tupis  and 
feveral  other  Indians.  Such  of  the  Neophytes  as 
were  not  actually  employed  in  the  military  works  * 
were  abroad  hunting,  or  cultivating  their  lands,  all 
to  four  hundred,  who  remained  in  the  town  ;  and 
feveral  of  thefe  were  not  in  a  condition  to  make 
any  great  refiltance. 

What  refiltance  they  made,  however,  was  much 
more  vigorous  than  could  be  well  expected.  But  no 
one  behaved  better  on  the  occafion,  than  ‘a  woman 
who  had  put  on  man’s  clothes  for  the  purpofe.  Hav¬ 
ing  fpied  a  Mamelus,  who  alone  made  a  greater 
(laughter  than  all  the  reft  put  together,  file  immedi¬ 
ately  made  up  to  him,  and  laid  him  dead  at  her  feet. 
Two  lay  brother  jefuits  fignalized  themfelves  on  this 
occafion,  and  were  dangeroufly  wounded  ;  as  was 
father  Mola,  in  performing  the  perilous  functions 
of  his  miniitry.  At  length,  the  Mamelus  having 
fet  fire  to  the  church,  where  all  thofe  who  could  not- 
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fight  had  fhut  themfelves  up,  there  was  .a  neceffify 
for  capitulating.  The  conditions  vcere  pretty  fa¬ 
vourable,  but  they  were  foon  broke.  Part  of  thofe 
who  had  fought,  were  butchered  in  cold  blood,  and 
the  reft  thrown  into  chains*  Thefe  banditti  after¬ 
wards  fet  fire  to  the  houfes  •,  and,  carrying  off  even 
feveral  of  thofe  whom  their  paftors  had  ranfomed, 
ip  read  themfelves  over  the  country  and  made  a 
great  many  prifoners  there  ;  fo  that  fcarce  one 
fourth  of  the  inhabitants  efcaped  their  fury.  We 
are  told,  that  moft  of  the  captives,  even  the  chil¬ 
dren*  did  great  honour  to  the  chriftian  faith  during 
their  captivity,  though  fome  apoftafied  ;  and  be¬ 
came*  in  procefs  of  time,  as  it  ufually  happens, 
the  moft  dangerous  enemies  to  the  religion  they 
had  forfaken; 

Upon  this,  the  redudftion  of  St.  Chriftopher* 
but  two  leagues  from  that  of  Jefus-Maria,  was 
immediately  evacuated,  and  the  inhabitants  con¬ 
duced  to  St.  Anne,  where  the  remains  of  Jefus 
Maria  had  been  already  transferred.  But  though 
the  p  aft  or  of  Jefus-Maria  had  by  this  afiembled  a 
body  of  fixteen  hundred  men,  it  was  judged  proper 
to  remove  ftill  further*  to  the  Nativity,  at  the  other 
fide  of  the  Iguai*  not  only  thofe,  who  had  taken 
fhelter  at  St.  Anne,  but  likewife  the  inhabitants 
themfelves.  This  tranfmigration,  however,  was 
performed  with  great  order.  Detachments,  Were 
polled  at  all  the  fords  of  the  river,  except  one, 
which  was  left  naked  in  order  to  draw  the  Marne- 
lus  into  an  ambufeade  in  the  woods,  with  which 
its  banks  are  covered.  The  neceflity  of  thefe  pre-' 
cautions  foon  became  evident.  It  was  not  long 
before  a  large  body  of  Mamelus  crofied  the  river 
by  the  ford  which  had  been  left  uncovered.  But 
they  foon  fell  into  the  ambuicade  which  had  been 
laid  for  them,  and  were  all  cut  to  pieces. 

But 
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But  thefe  prudent  meafures  did  not  hinder  the 
alarm  from  encreafmg.  It  was  even  ftrongly  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  enemy  were  marching  towards  the 
Uruguay ;  and  that  fome  of  their  detachments 
had  already  murdered  feveral  jefuits.  Upon  this, 
therefore,  orders  were  given  to  fet  fire  to  the  re¬ 
ductions  of  that  province,  and  they  had  already 
begun  to-  be  executed,  when  the  provincial  of  the 
jeluits,  having  fortunately  heard  of  them,  gave  di¬ 
rections  to  proceed  no  further,  till  he  could  examine 
matters  on  the  fpot  *,  and  he  immediately  fet  out 
for  that  purpofe.  He  met,  in  his  way,  the  inhabi- 
.  tants  of  the  reductions,  that  had  been  already  evacu¬ 
ated,  and,  having  diftributed  them  among  the  near- 
eft  towns,  pofted  to  the  Afifumption  to  require  af- 
fiftance  of  the  governor  of  Paraguay, 

He  reprefented  to  the  governor,  that,  if  he  once 
fuffered  all  the  ehriffian  colonies  to  be  deftroyed,  it 
would  no  longer  be  pofilble  to  fecure  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  Spanifh  fettlements  from  the  Mamelus.  To 
thisDon  Martin  de  Ledefma  made  no  other  anfwer,, 
than  that  he  would  have  done  much  better  to 
flrengthen  the  old  reductions  than  form  new  ones. 
Father  Boroa  replied,  that,  by  abandoning  the 
province  of  Tape,  and  all  the  courfe  of  the  Uru¬ 
guay,  the  province  of  Parana,  andeven  that  of  Para¬ 
guay,  would  have  been  laid  open  to  the  enemy,  who 
could  then  with  impunity  ravage  all  the  country 
to  the  very  gates  of  the  Afiumption,  like  the  Ghi- 
riguanes,  the  Galchaquis,  and  feveral  other  baiba- 
rous  nations  of  Tucurnan.  As  Don  Martin  had 
formerly  been  governor  of  Tucuman,  he  mult 
have  feen  the' force  of  this  argument  much  better 
than  any  one  elfe  •,  notwithstanding  which,  he 
thought  proper  not  to  yield  to  it. 

The  fon  of  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  who 
had  the  command  of  the  troops  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
'and  even.  q£  the  capital  Ufclfi  ihould  have  taken 

mere 
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more  intereft  in  the  prefervation  of  the  churches'  on 
the  Uruguay ;  and  yet  he  proved  equally  deaf  to  the- 
provincials  entreaties.  This  father  then  addreffed 
himfelf  to  the  inhabitants  of  Corrientes  ;  but  all 
to  no  purpofe.  However,  he  dill  refolved  not  to 
abandon  the  reductions  that  were  mod  expofed  to 
danger;  and,  therefore,  affembled  all  the  Neophytes 
that  had  not  as  yet  any  fixed  habitations ;  fent  to 
the  neared  reductions  for  good  efcorts  ;  croffed  the 
Iguai,  where  he  dill  encreafed  his  numbers  ;  and^ 
having  thus  formed  a  pretty  numerous  army,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  demolifhed  reductions,  thinking  he 
might  dill  find  the  enemy  there,  and  refcue  thofe 
they  had  made  prifoners.  But  the  Mamelus,-  hav¬ 
ing  received  early  notice  of  his  defign,  had  taken 
care  to  defeat  it  by  a  timely  retreat. 

The  provincial,  therefore,-  could  now  do  no  more 
than  bury  the  dead  bodies,  which  dill  lay  expofed 
to  the  beads  and  birds  of  prey,  in  every  place  where 
any  refidance  had  been  made.  Afterwards,  finding 
that  nothing  was  to  be  expected  from  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  unkfs  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies  inter- 
pofed,  he  wrote  to  that  tribunal  to  inform  k  of  every 
thing  that  had  happened,  and  of  the  melancholy  fitu- 
ation  of  the  new  chridians  of  Paraguay.  He  lent  his 
letters  by  a  fhip  bound  to  Portugal ;  and  he  thought 
lie  had  given  them  into  very  fure  hands ;  but 
they  were  thrown  into  the  fea,  two  hundred  leagues 
from  Lifbon.  Thofe,  however,  who  had  given 
orders  for  fo  doing,  reaped  no  benefit  by  it ;  for 
the  packet  was  found,  forae  time  after,  in  that  port,, 
and  carried  to  his  catholic  majefty. 

The  year  following,  the  jefuits  of  Pa- 
J737-  rag.uay  deputed  father  Diaz  Tano  to 
Rome,  and  father  de  Montayo  to  Madrid.  Their 
bufinefs  was  to  foiled  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies  for  powerful  afiidance  againd  the  Ma- 
nielus  ;  and  acquaint  it  with  the  obdacles  that 

hirt- 

I 


OF  PAR  A  G  UA  Y,  369 

hindered  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  in  Paraguay  ; 
that  of  the  former  was  to  give  the  general  of  the 
company  an  account  of  their  affairs  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  and  obtain  of  him  a  reinforcement  of  mif- 
fionaries.  The  bifnop  of  Tucuman  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  opportunity  to  write  to  his  catholic  ma¬ 
jefty  the  following  letter. 

SIRE , 

C4  Your  majefly  has  often  given  orders  to  my 
predeceffors  to  let  you  know  how  far  the  diocefe 
of  Tucuman  may  (land  in  need  of  religious  to 
.preach  the  gofpel  to  the  natives,  that  the  royal 
council  of  the  Indies  may  be  the  better  able  to  fup- 
ply  its  wants.  As,  therefore,  within  thefe  three 
years  that  I  have  had  the  fpiritual  government  of 
it,  I  have  carefully  vifited  aim  oft  every  part  of  it, 

I  fhall  lay  before  your  majefty  an  account  of  its 
prefent  flate. 

This  province,  Sire,  is  more  than  four  hun¬ 
dred  leagues  in  extent  •,  contains  eight  Spanifh,  and 
a  great  number  of  Indian  towns,  of  which  the  moft 
inconfiderable  contains  from  twelve  to  fourteen- 
thoufand  fouls.  All  the  inhabitants  have  been  bap¬ 
tized,  but  moft  of  them  have  renounced  or  forgot 
the  faith,  through  natural  levity  or  want  of  inftruc- 
tion.  Of  thefe  the  jefuits  had  converted  upwards 
of  fifty  thoufand,  but  were  obliged  to  abandon  them 
on  account  of  the  bad  behaviour  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  in  a  hoftile  manner  entered  the  province  of  Cha¬ 
co,  whofe  inhabitants  are,  in  general, very  docile,  live 
together  in  towms,  and  do  not  go  naked  like  other 
Indians.  There  are  eight  of  thefe  towns,  whofe 
inhabitants  are  chriftians  ;  but  they  have  no  pallor; 
and  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  them  any,  fince, 
even  in  the  fpanifh  towns,  there  is  fcarce  a  prieft  ca¬ 
pable  of  performing  the  parochial  fundtions.  When 
I  can,  I  fend  fome  ecclefiafticks  there  twice  a  year 
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to  vifit  them  ;  for  it  is  not  always  I  can  do  that* 
Thus  have  I  the  mortification  of  feeing  perifh,  for 
want  of  affiftance,  a  great  many  fouls,  redeemed 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  committed  to  my  care, 
and  under  the  protection  of  your  majefty. 

In  the  Indian  towns  governed  by  fecular  priefts, 
there  are  many  things  that  want  to  be  reformed. 
Thefe  phefts  know  nothing  *,  and  are  neither  capa¬ 
ble  of  fulfilling  their  own  obligations,  nor  of  in- 
ftruCting  in  theirs  thofe  committed  to  their  care. 

o 

The  regulars  are  very  few ;  and  the  religious  of 
St.  Francis,  in  particular,  aie  fcarce  fufficient  to 
ferve  their  churches.  There  are,  therefore,  none 
hut  the  fathers  of  the  company  that  can  exonerate 
your  maje fly’s  confidence.  In  all  their  houfes, 
there  are  labourers  ready,  both  night  and  day,  to 
do  every  thing  required  of  them.  They  inftrudt 
the  children,  vifit  the  Tick,  affift  the  dying,  and 
are  particularly  careful  of  the  Indians  and  Negroes. 
For  this  reafon  I  have  entreated  their  provin¬ 
cial,  lately  arrived  with  fome  other  jefuits,  to  hold  an 
affembly  of  his  order,  in  the  city  of  Cordoba, 
where  I  am  now  on  a  vifitation,  to  fend  fome  evange- 
lical  labourers  to  Chaco,  that  the  inhabitants,  who 
have  already  fome  pretty  good  notions  of  the  chrifi 
tian  religion,  may  by  gentle  means  be  reduced  to 
the  obedience  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  have,  at  the  fame 
time,  conjured  him  to  fpare  fome  preachers  to  the 
moft  unprovided  quarters  of  my  diocefe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  endeavour  the  reformation  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  the  Portuguefe  and  the  Metis,  whofe  diffolute 
lives  greatly  fcan dative  the  Indians  ;  and  to  admi- 
jnifter  the  facraments,  which  are  now  fcarce  known 
among;  them. 

o 

To  this  he  anfwered,  that  his  religious  could 
not  comply  with  my  requeft,  without  expofing 
themfelves  to  the  fame  perlecution,  they  have  buf¬ 
fered  for  fome  years  pall,  in  the  province  of  Para¬ 
guay, 
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ghay,  from  the  Spaniards,  the  inhabitants  of  St, 
Paul  of  Piratiningue,  and  the  Topis.  In  faff,  the 
Spaniards  are  greatly  prejueed  againft  them,  be- 
cauie,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  they  maintain 
the  Indians  in  the  pofteftion  of  that  liberty  which 
your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  grant  them.  How¬ 
ever,  as  loon  as  he  faw  I  lpoke  to  him  in  your  ma- 
jelly's  name,  and  that  what  I  required  fo  nearly  re¬ 
garded  God’s  fervice;  he  fent  orders,  in  conformity, 
to  all  the  fathers  of  his  province  ;  and  I  am  fatis- 
fied  they  will  leave  all  their  houfes  empty,  rather 
than  not  comply  with  them.  But,  unhappily,  their 
.  numbers  are  very  fmall. 

I,  therefor  e,  conjure  your  majefty  by  the  bowels 
of  Jefus  Thrift,  and  by  the  ineftimable  value  of  fo 
many  fouls,  whofe  falvation  this  divine  Saviour 
lias  charged  me  to  procure,  and  for  whom  he  died 
on  the  crofs,  to'  fend  me  forty  fathers  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  with  ilridl  orders  not  to  Hop  to  exercife  their 
zeal  anywhere  but  in  the  diocefe  of  Tucuman  j 
for,  I  do  not  believe  there  is,  in  all  the  world,  one 
more  deftitute  of  fpiritual  afliftanceu  I  may  even 
fafely  allure  your  majefty,  that,  if  my  whole  reve¬ 
nue,  which  does  not  exceed  four  thoufand  crowns, 
was  not  already  irrevocably  appropriated,  I  would 
fend  for  thefe  religious  at  my  own  expence.  But 
I  flatter  myfelfl  have  difcharged  my  duty  byt  laying 
before  your  majefty,  the  fovereign  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  the  patron  of  their  churches,  the  me¬ 
lancholy  fituation  of  mine  in  particular,  and  the 
remedies  that  may  be  applied  to  it.  God  keep 
and  preferve  your  royal  perfon  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  religion.  Af  Cord uba  of  Tucuman,  the 
eighteenth  day  ofObfober,  1637.” 

The  letter  of  Don  Pedro  Rftevan  d’ Avila, 
which  he  gave  with  his  own  hands  to  the  depu¬ 
ties,  when  going  to  embank  at  Buenos  Ayres,  con¬ 
tains  the  following  particulars,  “  I  had  been  in- 
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formed  of  the  diforders  committed  by  the  inhabi  ¬ 
tants  of  St.  Paul  of  Brazil,  in  the  reductions  or 
millions,  which  the  fathers  of  the  company  of  Jefus 
have  eftablifhed,  within  thisjurildiction,,  on  the  Uru¬ 
guay,  and  in  Tape  ;  and,  at  my  arrival  at  Rio  Ja - 
neyro,  1  found  that  I  had  heard  nothing  but  what 
was  exactly  true  •,  for  I  faw  expofed  to  fale,  in  that 
port,  fome  Indians,  whom  the  inhabitantsof  St.  Paul 
brought  there  as  publicldy  as  if  they  had  been  made 
(laves  with  your  majeftv’s  confent.  I  afterwards  re¬ 
ceived  the  mod  convincing  proofs,  that,  from  the 
year  1628  to  1630, the  fame  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul 
had  carried  off  fixty  thoufand  fouls  from  the  reduc¬ 
tions  of  this  province  and  thofe  of  Paraguay,  where 
they  exercifed  the  greateil  cruelties,  behaving  in  a 
manner  that  one  would  fcarce  think  poffible  for 
men,  who  called  themfelves  chriftians  and  ca- 
tholicks. 

Being  defirous  of  putting  a  (lop  to  thefe  enor¬ 
mities,  I  wrote  to  Don  Martin  de  Sa,  at  that  time 
governor  of  this  province,  to  induce  him  to  do,, 
what  I  now  befeech  your  majefty  to  direct.  I  like- 
wife  fend  your  majefty  his  anfwer  to  my  letter.  [ 
hope  from  your  majefty’s  piety  and  juftice,  that 
you  will  put  a  flop  to  this  fcandal,  by  giving  the 
moil:  exprefs  orders  to  hinder  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Paul  from  entering  thefe  provinces,  through  which 
they  would  foon  find  out  a  paftage  to  Peru,  as  fa¬ 
ther  Anthony  Ruiz,  of  the  company  of  Jefus,  now 
on  his  departure  for  Spain  on  affairs  of  the  laft  im¬ 
portance  to  church  and  ftate,  can  more  amply  in¬ 
form  your  majefty.” 


End  of  the  Sixth  Book . 
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The  new  chriflians  of  the  reductions  in  the  neighbour- 
bourhood  of  the  Uruguay ,  after  making  head ,  with 
various  fuccefs ,  againft  the  Mamelus >  are  removed 
by  their  paftors  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Parana  ; 
are  allowed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms  ;  entirely  defeat , 
under  the  command  of  the  governor  of  Paraguay , 
a  large  body  of  the  Mamelus.  Lake  with  floating 
Jflands ,  Renegadoes  and  outlaws ,  who  had  taken 
Jhelter  in  them ,  defeated  by  the  new  cbriftians.  The 
Pope  excommunicates  the  Mamelus  and  their  abet¬ 
tors.  Ferment  occajioned  thereby  in  Brazil.  Duke 
of  Braganca  afeends  the  throne  of  Portugal .  New 
regulations  of  the  court  of  Madrid  in  favour  of  the 
Indians  of  Paraguay ,  particularly  the  chriftian  In 
dians  carried  off  by  the  Mamelus.  Attempt  to  civi¬ 
lize  and  convert  two  Indian  nations  called  Mataranes 
and  Abipones.  Their  manners  and  cuftoms.  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  gofpel  in  Paraguay  checked  by  an  e did  of 
the  court  of  Madrid ,  forbidding  any  but  the  natu¬ 
ral  born  fubjeds  of  Spain  to  pafs  over  as  miffion '•* 
aries  into  Paraguay.  Engagements  by  water  and 
land  between  the  Mamelus  and  the  new  chriflians% 
in  which  the  former  are  entirely  defeated.  Don 
Bernardin  de  Cardenas  named  bifhop  of  the  Affumpti-. 
on  ;  abufes  his  Spiritual  power r  and  encroaches  on  the 
civil ,  to  the  fubverfion  of  all  order  in  church  and 
flate  ;  begins  to  inveigh  againft  the  jejuits.  Leaves 
the  Affumpti  on?  but  returns  again  3  in  order  to  drive, 
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the  Je  full s  cut  of  it  \  Icing  difappointed  in  the  aU 
tempt  entrenches  himfelf  in  the  francifcan  convent ; 
is  declared  by  his  clergy,  an  intruder  into  the  diocefe  *? 
and  leaves  the  capital  *,  adjudged ,  on  his  own  confef- 
ft  on ,  an  intruder  by  the  fee  of  Rome. 


ripHE  evil  complained  of  in  the  letter  from  the 
j|  bifhop  of  Tucuman,  v/ith  which  we  have 
finiihed  our  laft  book,  was  ftill  more  prefimg  than 
his  lordfhip  imagined  it.  But,  however  impa¬ 
tient  the  two  deputies  were  to  get  to  Europe, 
they  were  delayed  more  than  fix  months  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  probably  for  want  of  a  fhip  to  purine 
their  voyage.  They  exerted  themfelves,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  convince  the  Portuguese,  how  un? 
worthy  of  men  of  honour  the  have  trade  was, 
which  they  carried  on  with  the  Mamelus *,  and  con¬ 
jured  them  to  refledt  fertoufly  on  the  rigorous  ac¬ 
count,  to  which  they  mult  fooner  or  later  be  called 
for  it  by  God,  and  his  catholic  majefty  their  fove- 
reign.  Father  de  Montoya  even  fpoke  more  than 
once  from  the  pulpit  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
Ills  remonftrances  were  not  altogether  fruitlefs. 
Several  perfons  fet  at  liberty  the  redudiion  In¬ 
dians  they  had  bought  from  the  Mamelus  ;  and 
the  magift  rates  ftridtly  forbid  them  to  buy  any  for 
the  future. 

We  fhall  now  leave  the  two  deputies  for  a  time  to 
continue  their  voyage  ;  and  return  to  the  redudtions, 
which  were  likely  to  be  no  final!  lofers  by  the  abfence 
of  Father  de  Montoya,  who  had  governed  them  for 
feme  time  paft  -5  it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  line!  a 
perfon  equally  qualified  for  fo  arduous  a  talk,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  prefent  perilous  c ire um fiances.  How¬ 
ever,  the  choice,  which  tire  provincial  made  of  father 
Id i ego  Alfero  to  fucceed  him  met  with  univerfal 
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applaufe.  This  miffionary  was  equally  confpi- 
cuous  for  his  refolution  and  good  fenfe ;  and 
ftill  of  an  age  equal  to  the  greateft  fatigues.  Nor 
was  it  long  before  he  had  opportunities  of  jollifying 
the  favourable  opinion  the  world  entertained  of 
him  j  the  Mamelus  being  by  this  more  en raged  than 
ever  againft  the  new  chriftians  of  Tape,  where  there 
now  remained  but  the  reductions  of  St.  Joachim, 
St.  Therefa,  and  St.  Anne.  For,  there  appearing 
no  probability  of  being  able  to  ftipport  the  fir  ft 
of  thefe  reductions  againft  an  enemy,  whole  fury 
only  encreafed  in  proportion  to  the  refiftance  and 
even  the  luccefies  of  the  new  chriftians  againft 
them,  it  was  refolved  to  remove  it  nearer  to  the 
Uruguay. 

But  the  miffionaries  found  it  a  much  harder 
matter,  than  they  at  firft  thought  it  would  be,  to 
make  the  Neophytes  confent  to  this  tranfmigration. 
They  reprefented,  that  the  country,  to  which  thefe 
fathers  propofed  to  ccnducl  them,  was  little  lefs 
expoled  to  the  infults  of  the  enemy  than  their  own  5 
and  no  arguments  were  found  iufticient  to  convince 
them  of  their  miftake.  They  even  carried  their 
difeontent  to  fome  difagreeable  lengths.  Several 
fled  :  and  fome  forgot  themfelves  fo  far  as  to 
confpire  againft  the  lives  of  their  pallors ,  The 
greateft  number  fo  obftinately  perfiftedin  their  un- 
willingnefs  to  remove,  that,  to  oblige  them  to  it, 
it  was  at  laft  found  abfolutely  neceffary  to  let  fire 
to  the  town.  But,  even  then,  numbers  of  them 
difperfed  feveral  ways.  One  of  the  miffionaries 
was  oblio-ed  to  follow  a  great  number  towards  the 
Caapis  or  Caapagms ,  whilft  two  others  conducted 
the  reft  to  St.  Therefa. 

Ti-ie  miftionaries  did  not  intend  to  leave  their 
Neophytes  at  St.  Therefa  *,  they  had  even  traced 
out,  pretty  near  that  reduction,  the  plan  of  another 
for  thefe  poor  fugitives,  of  whom  they  had,  by  this, 
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colledied  fix  hundred  families.  But  a  new  alarm 
made  it  prudent  to  conduct  them  ftill  further.. 
Some  time  after,  St.  There  fa  was  furprized,  and  all 
its  inhabitants  carried  off,  Their  pallors  offered 
to  ranfom  them,  but  the  Mamelus  afked  a  great 
deal  more,  than  it  was  in  their  power  to  give. 
This  happened  a  few  days  before  Chriftmas  ;  yet, 
on  Chriftmas  day,  thefe  banditti  came  to  the  church, 
every  man  with  a  taper  in  his  hand,  in  order  to 
hear  the  three  maffes  of  one  of  the  fathers,  who, 
the  minute  he  had  finilHed  them,  got  into  the  pul¬ 
pit,  and  reproached  them,  in  the  bittereft  terms, 
with  their  injuftice  and  cruelty.  But  they  could  not 
have  liftened  to  him  with  more  calmnefs,  if  what 
he  faid  did  not  any  way  concern  them.  When  he 
had  done,  however,  they  granted  him  the  liberty 
of  two  children,  who  ferved  at  the  altar.  At 
length,  the  two  fathers,  finding  it  impoffible  to  ob¬ 
tain  any  more  prifoncrs  from  them,  buried  all  the 
facred  veffels  and  altar  ornaments  they  could  not 
take  away  with  them,  and  fet  out  for  the  Uru¬ 
guay. 

On  their  way,  they  met  with  feveral  Neophytes 
wandering  in  the  forefts  ;  and  one  of  them  con- 
dueled  thefe  poor  fcattered  remains  to  the  reduc¬ 
tions  on  the  Parana,  where  they  were  received  with 
open  arms.  Some  time  after,  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  A  nne,  having  received  timely  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  Mamelus,  difperfed  to  avoid  fall¬ 
ing  into  their  hands;  and  moftof  them  being  but 
profelyes,  they  foon  took  a  new  liking  to  the  va¬ 
gabond  way  of  life,  in  which  they  had  been 
brought  up.  Several  even  fuffered  themfelves  to 
be  perfuaded,  that  the  miffionaries  had  affembled 
them  merely  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  Mamelus, 
who,  themfelves,  every  where  propagated  this  ca¬ 
lumny  ;  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  all  the  new  chriftians 
gave  fuch  credit  to  it,  that  the  pallors  were  in  con- 
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ftant  danger  of  being  murdered  by  them.  They 
in fuked  father  Alfero  feveral  times  ;  and  one  day 
carried  off  his  chapel,  and  profaned  the  facred  vet- 
fels  in  his  prefence.  In  ihort,  they  fuddenly  de¬ 
ferred  fo  many  reductions,  that  it  was  thought  re- 
quiiite  to  remove  the  inhabitants  of  the  reft  to¬ 
wards  the  Parana,  where  the  ftorm,  however,  foon 
followed  them.  The  alarm  even  gained  the  It a- 
tines,  now  united  into  reductions,  though  in  a  place 
where  there  was  no  probability  that  the  Mamelus 
would  ever  come  to  attack  them. 

^  q  The  Mamelus  foon  after  fell  upon  the 

1 7o°  39'  province  of  Uruguay  i  and,  fo  early  as  the 
month  of  January  1 638,  the  reductions  of  St.  Charles 
and  the  Apoftles  had  been  abandoned  by  their  in¬ 
habitants,  though  well  able  to  defend  themfelves, 
as  were,  like  wife,  thofe  of  feme  other  reductions  in 
the  neighbourhood,  had  they  but  joined  for  that 
purpofe.  But  fuch  a  confternation  had  feized  them, 
that  they  no  longer  liftened  to  the  voice  of  their 
paftors.  There  happened,  however,  one  pretty 
fmart  fkirmifh,  in  which  thirteen  hundred  chrib 
tians,  who  ventured  to  make  head  againft  the  Ma¬ 
melus,  had  at  frit  fome  advantage  ;  but,  a  fudden 
panick  having  feized  them,  they  retreated  to  their 
reduction  and  fet  fire  to  it,  though  the  enemy  had 
not  purfued  them.  Some  days  after,  however, 
on  receiving  a  reinforcement,  they  marched  back 
to  the  place  where  they  had  left  the  Mamelus,  who 
after  retreating;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Indians 
had  fled,  were  likewife  returned  to  it.  Upon  this, 
a  new  battle  enfued,  and  the  chriftians  obtained  a 
compleat  viClory  ^  but,  unhappily,  they  knew  not 
how  to  improve  it.  They  even  permitted  them- 
fclves  to  be  fo  far  thrown  off  their  guard  b.v  this 
little  fuccefs,  that  they  fell  into  an  ambufeade, 
where,  however  very  few  of  them  perifhed.  They 
might  have  eafily  cut  to  pieces  thofe  who  had 

drawn 
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drawn  them  Into  it,  had  it  been  in  the  power  of 
their  leaders  to  bring  them  back  to  the  charge. 
But,  fo  far  from  being  even  able  to  rally  them,  they 
could  not  flop  them  till  they  had  reached  the  banks 
of  the  piratiny. 

Some  time  after  this,  on  a  report  that  the  Ma- 
melus  were  marching  back  to  Brazil,  feveral  Neo¬ 
phytes  returned  to  their  reductions;  but  the  Ma- 
melus  appeared  again,  before  they  were  well  fet¬ 
tled  in  them.  However,  they  waited  for  thefe 
banditti  with  great  bravery  ,  and,  after  a  -  pretty 
fmart  ikirmiila,  both  parties  feparated  without  any 
lofs  on  either  fide.  The  Marnelus  now  finding, 
that  open  force  was  no  longer  likely  to  fucceed 
with  them,  had  recourfe  to  ftratagem ;  but  they 
got  nothing  by  it.  Soon  after,  both  parties  came 
to  blows  again  ;  but  the  Neophytes,  betrayed  by 
one  of  their  leaders,  were  obliged  to  take  to  their 
heels  ;  and  never  looked  behind  them,  til!  they  got 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Uruguay.  This  defeat  was 
followed  by  the  ruin  of  the  reduftion  of  St.  Ni¬ 
cholas,  and  the  evacuation  of  all  the  country  be-? 
tween  the  Uruguay  and  the  Piratiny. 

The  mifilonaries  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  this 
event,  to  convince  all  the  new  chriftians  that  ftill  re¬ 
mained  in  that  province,  and  thofedn  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  Parana,  how  necefiary  it  was  to 
exert  the  mi  elves  to  prevent  their  total  ruin,  that 
they  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  raife  an  army, 
which,  from  the  banks  of  the  Uruguay,  where  it 
had  been  formed,  advanced  to  the  Piratiny.  Father 
Alfaro,  who  accompanied  it,  having  here  received 
advice,  that  the  Marnelus  were  in  full  march  to¬ 
wards  Brazil,'  the  Indian  army  immediately  fet 
out  again  in  purfuit  of  them  ,  and,  having  at  la  ft 
overtaken  them,  fkirmi (lied  with  them  feveral  ddys 
together,  before  either  fide  could  bo  aft  of  any  de- 
cifiye  advantage  over  the  other.  At  laft,  fifteen 
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fired  men,  with  which  one  of  the  miflionaries  had 
reinforced  the  chriftians,  gave  them  fuch  a  fuff 
periority,  that  the  Mamelus  were  obliged  to  in¬ 
trench  themfelves,  to  avoid  being  all  cut  to  pieces. 
The  Neophytes,  upon  this,  unable  to  force  the  m- 
trenchment,  blocked  them  up,  and  by  that  means 
reduced  the  enemy  to  fuch  extremities,  that  they 
had  no  other  choice  left  but  to  furrender  at  diff 


cretion,  or  make  a  defperate  pufh  to  open  them- 

felves  a  way  through  the  befiegers. 

The  new  chriftians,  perhaps,  would  have  yielded 

to  fo  hidden  and  unexpected  an  attack,  were  it  not 

*  * 


for  the  timely  arrival  of  another  reinforcement, 
though  it  con  lifted  of  no  more  than  eleven  Spaniards, 
whom  the  governor  of  Rio  cle  la  Plata  had  lent  to 
examine  into  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  this  province, 
and  who,  after  a  march  of  two  hundred  leagues, 
found  them  felves,  as  it  were,  by  mere  accident, 
within  fight  of  the  intrenchment,  juft  as  the  Neo¬ 
phytes  began  to  lofe  ground  and  difperfe.  But, 
as  loon  as  they  fpied  the  Spaniards,  they  took  heart 
again  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  rallied  by 
their  commander,  and  led  back  to  the  charge 


The  Mamelus,  upon  this,  imagining  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  ffronger  than  it  really  was,  called  out 
for  quarters,  and  accepted  it  on  whatever  terms  the 
chriftians  were  pleafed  to  require.  Father  Alfaro 
advanced  to  fpeak  to  them-,  and  began  by  declaring 
them  excommunicated,  according  to  the  orders  he 
had  received  for  that  purpofe  from  the  bifhop  of 
Buenos  Ayres.  He  then  required  of  them  an  oath, 
that  for  the  future  they  would  never  commit  any 
hoftility  againft  the  chriftian  reductions  and  they 
immediately  complied.  The  miffionary,  how¬ 
ever,  fully  convinced,  that  the  anathemas  of  the 
church  and  their  own  imprecations  were  too  weak 
a  reftraint  upon  fuch  abandoned  wretches,  was  for 
faking  more  effectual  precautions  againft  them  ; 

and 
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$nd  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  make  the  officer, 
who  commanded  the  Spaniards,  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  there  was  for  doing  fo ;  but  it  was  to  no  pur- 
poie  ;  he  was  not  to  be  perfuaded  ,  lb  that  the  Ma- 
melus  were  permitted  to  efcape,  without  giving 
any  further  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour. 

The  confequences  of  this  imprudent  Hep  were 
much  worfe,  perhaps,  than  the  fuperior  of  the 
miffion  imagined.  New  gangs  of  the  Marne- 
Jus  eroded  the  Igai  ;  and  themhrifiians  were  on 
the  point  of  feeing  thernfelves  again  expofed  to  all 
the  horrors,  with  which  they  had  already  been  fur- 
rounded,  if  father  de  Boroa  had  not  had  influence 
enough  over  them,  to  prevail  on  them  to  form  a 
new  army,  which  foon  made  all  the  parties  of  the 
enemy  difappear,  But  this  difgrace  could  neither 
cure  them  of  their  intention  to  return  with  frefh 
forces,  nor  of  the  hopes  of  being  more  fuccefsful 
another  time  ,  and,  at  laft,  the  miffionaries  per¬ 
ceived,  that  it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence 
to  leave  the  Neophytes  any  longer  in  a  country, 
every  minute  liable  to  become  the  theatre  of  a  war, 
by  which,  however  fuccefsful, ,  they  could  be  no 
gainers  •,  and  which,  considering  the  difparity  of 
their  arms,  could  not  be  expected  to  terminate, 
otherwife  than  in  the  utter  ruin  of  a  church,  which 
it  had  cod  them  fo  much  to  form.  The  provincial, 
therefore,  concluded,  that  no  time  Should  be  loft 
in  conducing  all  the  Neophytes,  that  could  be  ga¬ 
thered  together,  to  places,  where  they  might  have 
nothing-  to  fear  from  fuch  imolacable  enemies. 

1  O  -*■  # 

The  chief  difficulty,  that  attended  this  tranf- 
jnigration,  was  that  of  making  the  Neophytes  con- 
fen  t  to  it  •,  moft  of  them  having  declared,  that  they 
would  rather  run  all  the  rifles,  to  which  their  conti¬ 
nuing  where  they  were  might  expofe  them,  than  • 
roam  into  a  diftant  country,  in  queft  of  what  others 
might  call  an  afylurn,  but  which  t-hey  fhould  always 

con- 
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confider  as  a  place  of  banishment.  It,  therefore,  coil 
no  fmall  time  refolution  and  addrefs  to  bring  them 
to  do  that,  on  which,  in  the  main,  they  could  not 
but  be  convinced  their  fafety  depended.  This  done, 
it  was  refolved  to  fix  them  between  theUruguay  and 
the  Parana,  near  the  place  where  thefe  two  great  ri¬ 
vers  approach  within  about  fifteen  leagues  of  each 
other,  in  order  to  give  them  two  barriers  eafy  to  de¬ 
fend,  and  an  opportunity  of  being  more  readily  fuc- 
coured.  This  project,  however,  met  with  many 
obstacles  j  but,  means  being  found  to  furmount. 
them,  it  was  at  lad  executed  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner. 

This  great  multitude  of  men  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  were  formed  into  three  divisions.  Father 
Chriftopher  de  Arenas  was  charged  with  the  firft  ^ 
and  it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do,  with  all  his  cou¬ 
rage  and  induftry,  to  conduct  them  to  the  fpot  af- 
figned  him.  Part  of  them  difbanded  on  the  road, 
and  he  had  much  ado  to  make  them  return.  Seve¬ 
ral  wanted  to  flop  in  places,  that  were  accefiible  only 
to  favages,  and  where,  of  courfe,  they  mu  ft  foon 
have  relapfed  into  their  old  way  of  living  ;  but  he 
followed  them  every  where,  and  often  expofed  his. 
life  to  bring  them  back.  Some  of  them  revolted 
openly,  and  even  employed  filch  threats,  as  might 
have  difconcerted  a  man  of  lefs  zeal  and  refolution. 
At  length,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  them, 
crofs  the  Parana,  where  he  had  orders  to  diftribute 
them  among  the  reductions  of  that  province,  till 
they  could  build  towns  for  themielves.  It  was  at 
the  paSTage  of  this  river  that  the  Spirit  of  mutiny 
chiefly  manifested  itfelf,  as  they  ail  took  it  into  their 
heads,  that  the  father  was  going  to  deliver  them  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  leaders  of  the  fecond  divifion  had  fall  more 
to  Suffer,  though  a  great  deal  lets  than  thofe  of  the. 
third,  not  to  lofe  more  of  their  flock,  than  even  t!  c 

Marne- 
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Mamelus  had  carried  off  from  them,  '  The  perform 
who  fpared  himfelf  leaft  upon  this  occafion,  was 
the  provincial ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  this  important 
enterprize  was  due  chiefly  to  his  courage,  his 
prudence,  and  his  unalterable  meeknefs.  Twelve 
thoufand  Indians,  exclufive  of  women  and  children, 
were  thus  happily  colledted  together,  in  places 
where  it  was  not  pofilble  to  furprize  them  ;  and 
from  which  they  could  eaflly  return  to  their  anci¬ 
ent  habitations,  as  foon  as  they  fhould  find  thenl- 
felves  in  a  condition  to  maintain  their  ground  there, 
which  foon  after  happened  to  be  the  cafe.  Some 
miflionaries  were  then  detached  in  queft  of  thefe 
who  had  feparated  from  the  main  body,  in  order  to 
bring  them  back  to  the  fold  ;  and  they  not  only 
fucceeded  in  their  errand,  but  had  the  confolation 
of  gaining  over  to  Jefus  Chrift  feveral  infidels,, 
who  could  not  help  being  charmed  with  their  cha¬ 
rity  and  paftoral  folicitude.  No  time  was  loft  in 
building  huts  to  lodge  this  great  multitude,  and 
in  putting  them  in  a  condition  to  provide  by 
labour  for  all  their  other  wants. 

Rut  it  was  not  enough  to  fecure  thefe  new  chrif- 
tians  againft  a  furprize.  Their  chiefs  represented 
to  the  provincial,  that,  as  long  as  they  could  not 
engage  the  Mamelus  with  equal  arms,  it  was  im- 
poftible  they  fhould  not  become  a  prey  to  them 
in  the  end,  in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions?  that 
could  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  Of  this  father  Boroa 
and  all  the  miflionaries  were  equally  convinced.. 
But  it  was  confidered,  in  Spain,  as  a  maxim  of 
ftate,  not  to  introduce  the  ufe  of  fire  arms  among 
the  Indians  ;  and  no  precaution,  it  muft  be  allowed, 
could  be  wifer  in  regard  to  the  Indians  given  in 
command,  and  who  lived  intermixed  with  the 
Spaniards.  Thefe  it  imported  greatly  to  keep 
under  {objection.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe  with 
«  the 
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the  Indians  we  are  now  fpeaking  of.  The  fidelity 
of  the  firil,  whole  fob  million  was  involuntary,  could 
only  be  depended  upon,  in  proportion  to  their  in¬ 
ability  to  ftiake  off  the  yoke  j  whereas,  that  of  the 
fecond  being  voluntary,  and  the  advantages  of  it 
to  them  very  confpicuous,  they  could  have  no  mo¬ 
tive  to  revolt,  as  long  as  no  attempts  were  made 
upon  their  liberty,  in  the  pofteftlon  of  which  the  fo- 
vereign  had  promifed  to  maintain  them. 

O  jl 

Besides,  they  were  the  only  Spanifti  Indians,  on 
whom  the  provinces  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata 
could  depend  for  a  barrier  again  ft  the  enterprises 
pf  the  Portugueze  and  the  Indians  of  the  frontiers 
of  Brazil,  who  did  not  deftroy  the  towns  of  Xerez 
Yiliadca  and  Ciudad  Real  ;  open  themfelves 
a  paiTage  to  Peru,  through  the  North  of  Pa-  * 
raguay  *,  and  take  pofieffion  of  the  rich  gold  mines 
of  Cuyaba  and  of  Monte  grojfo ,  of  which  I  finall 
fpeak  hereafter ;  till  they  had  firil  ruined  the  reduc¬ 
tions  of  the  province  of  Guayra.  It  is,  no  doubt, 
veryfurprizing,  that  the Spanifh governors,  to  whom 
the  miffionaries  made  reiterated  repreien rations  on 


that  head,  fhould  have  paid  fo  little  regard  to  them. 
But  they  buffered  themfelves  to  be  prejudiced  a- 
gainil  thele  miffionaries  by  perfons,  who  had  no¬ 
thing  in  view  but  their  own  private  intereft,  which 
they,  befides,  very  ill  underftoed,  and  to  which 
they  facrificed  that  of  both  church  and  ilate,  from 
an  u-nwill in gnefs  to  fee  any  of  the  natives  become 
chriftians,  but  fuch  as  they  could  make  Oaves  of. 

On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  the  gover¬ 
nors,  even  thofe  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  new 
chriftians  moil  at  heart,  were  of  opinion,  they 
ought  not  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  meddle  in  fo 
delicate  an  affair,  as  that  of  granting  the  ufe  of  fire 
arms  to  the  new  chriftians.  And  father  de  Bo- 


roa,  perhaps,  thought  it  dangerous  to  mention  it 
to  them,  left,  his  project  coming  to  tranfpirl,  lb  me 

oppofitions 


384  THE  HISTORY 

fome  oppofitions  might  be  made  to  it,  which  it 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  remove.  But  in  the 
inftrubtions,  which  he  gave  father  de  Montoya,  on 
that  miffionary’s  fetting  out  for  Madrid,  he  had 
exprefsly  recommended  that  article  to  him.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  father  de  Montoya  propofed  it  to  the 
royal  council  of  the  Indies  ;  and  reprefented  to  that 
tribunal  the  abfolute  impoflibili'ty  of  preferving  the 
reductions,  expofed  as  they  were  to  the  incurfions  of 
the  Portugueze  and  Indians  of  Brazil,  if  the  Neo¬ 
phytes  were  any  longer  refufed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms. 

He  knew  very  well,  that  it  would  be  objected, 
that,  if  thefe  Indians,  on  feeing  themfelves  as 
well  armed  as  the  Spaniards,  fhould  take  it  into 
their  heads  to  revolt,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
reduce  them ;  feeing  it  was  impoffible  to  con¬ 
quer  them,  when  they  had  no  other  arms  but 
their  arrows  and  their  mancanas.  But  he  ob¬ 
viated  this  objection,  by  faying,  that  the  million- 
aries  did  not  intend  to  leave  thefe  arms  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Neophytes  ;  that  they  were  re- 
folved  to  keep  them  themfelves,  with  all  their 
ammunition,  and  never  put  them  into  their  hands, 
but  when  they  had  good  grounds  to  fear  fome 
irruption  ;  nor  even  keep  more  in  the  reductions, 
than  what  were  neceffary  to  avoid  being  furprized, 
but  depolit  all  the  reft  at  the  Affumption.  Pie 
added,  that,  with  his  majefty’s  leave,  both  arms 
and  ammunition  fhould  be  purchafed  with  the  alms 
they  might  receive,  fo  that  their  lordfhips  need  not 
fear  their  colling  the  royal  treafury  a  fmgle  far¬ 
thing  •,  and  that,  to  inftruCt  the  Indians  in  the 
ufe  of  thefe  arms,  fome  lay  brother  jefuits,  who 
had  ferved  in  the  army,  fhould  be  fent  for  to  the 
kingdom  of  Chili. 

The  king  approved  father  de  Montoya’s  rea-». 
fons,  and  judged  the  precautions,  with  which  h§ 
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fupported  them,  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  purpofe* 
tlis  majedy,  therefore,  granted  every  thing  the 
rmfTionaries  afked:  and  ordered  his  minifters  to  give 
datable  directions  to  the  viceroy  and  the  governors 
of  the  province  of  Paraguay.  Several  perlons  have 
fince  laboured  very  hard'  to  obtain  a  revocation  of 
this  indulgence  ;  but  the  catholick  king,  who  foon 
law  it  was  the  belt  dep  they  could  take,  would 
never  liften  to  any  propofals  for  altering  the  regula¬ 
tions  made  bn  that  head  *  and  never  have  had  occa- 
fion  to  repent  their  fteadinefs.  InfaCt,  not  onlyneither 
the  Mameius  nor  their  allies  have  dared  to  drew 
their  faces  in  the  chridian  reductions,  or  have  been 
able  to  penetrate  with  impunity  into  the  provinces 
where  they  are  fituated  •,  but  therejuas  arifen  among 
thefe  Neophytes  a  militia,  which,  for  more  than  an 
age  pad,  has  been  the  greated  relource  of  their  fove- 
reign  in  this  part  of  South  America,  againd  both] fo¬ 
reign  and  domeftic  enemies  *,  and  which,  notwith¬ 
standing,  it  does  not  coft  him  a  fingle  farthing  to, 
pay  or  to  maintain,  as  we  fhall  foon  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  demonftrate.  But  what  is  dill  modfurpri- 
zing  in  thefe  Indian  troops,  the  glory  they  have 
acquired  by  their  victories,  fo  far  from  puffing  up 
their  hearts,  and  giving  them  an  air  of  liberty  and 
independence,  as  might  be  naturally  apprehended, 
has  put  a  dop  to  thofe  mutinies,  which  their  reite¬ 
rated  misfortunes  had  ufed  before  to  occafion;  lo 
that  their  padors  have  never  found  them  more 
fubmiffive  and  docile,  than  fince  they  procured 
them  the  means  of  living  free  from  the  apprehen** 
dons  of  feeing  their  peace  didurbed.  Thofe,  in 
a  word,  whole  valour  is  the  fured  palladium  of  the 
publick  fecurity,  are  the  fird  to J give,  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  proofs  of  the  mod  inviolable  loyalty,  and 
the  mod  exemplary  devotion. 

The  miffionaries  could  ealily  forefee  this  happy 
alteration,  from  the  minute  the  Indians  dilcovered 
Vql  L  D  d  the 
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the  measures  thefe  fathers  had  taken,  to  put  then* 
in  a  condition  of  no  longer  fearing  any  thing  from 
their  enemies.  All  murmuring  immediately  ceaicd  5 
and  fome  jefuits  took  advantage  of  this  calm  to 
take  the  field,  and  run  over  the  province  of  Tape, 
and  the  neighbouring  diftridts,  in  queft  of  thofe, 
who,  at  the  approach  of  the  Mamelus,  had  taken 
fhelter  there  in  the  woods  and  mountains  ;  and 
they  had  the  good  fortune  to  pick  up  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them,  whom  they  conducted  to  Itapita. 
They,  next,  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  replacing 
of  thofe,  who  had  been  carried  off  into  Brazil,  or 
Whom  they  had  loft  by  death  or  defertion  $ 
and  father  Antonio  Palermo,  followed  by  a  com¬ 
pany  of  the  moft  fervent  chriftians,  coafted  the  Pa¬ 
rana,  by  land,  from  its  difcharge  into  the  Paraguay 
to  the  place  where  it  receives  the  Monday  ;  bap¬ 
tized  feveral  dying  infants  in  this  long  and  painful" 
courfe  ;  and  returned  to  his  church  with  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  profelytes. 

However,  the  indulgence,  with  which  the  Ma¬ 
melus  had  been  treated  the  preceding  year,  and 
which  had  prevented  their  entire  defeat,  proved  a 
great  obftacle  to  the  entire  reunion  of  the  Neo¬ 
phytes,  who  had  difperied  through  fear  of  feeing 
the  war  break  out  again  ;  and  this  fear  was  fo  much 
the  more  reafonable,  as  fome  parties  of  the  enemy 
frequently  made  their  appearance  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  thofe  places,  where  reductions  had 
formerly  flood.  One  of  thefe  parties  furprized  two 
young  Indians,  that  attended  two  miffionaries  then 
employed  in  fcowering  the  fame  country  in  quell  of 
the  difperfed  chriftians  ;  and  thought  they  had  fu£- 
ficiently  l'ecured  them  by  tying  their  hands.  But, 
One  night  that  thefe  children  lay  ftretched  ir& 
the  midft  of  the  gang,  finding  them  all  fair 
a  deep,  they  crept  to  the  fire  ;  put  their  hands  into 
it ;  and  had  courage  enough,  to  hold  them  there 

long 
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Jong  enough  to  burn  the  firings  with  which  they 
Were  bound*  They,  then.  Withdrew  without  being 
perceived  ;  and  by  by-roads,  with  which  they  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  acquainted,  rejoined  their  paflors  after 
walking  fourteen  leagues  without  flopping  to  reft: 
themfelves. 

On  the  advice  they  gave,  that  the  Mamelus 
feemed  to  have  fome  notion  of  approaching  the 
Parana,  Don  Pedro  de  Lugo,  governor  of  Para¬ 
guay,  who  had  lately  received  very  precife  orders 
from  his  catholic  majefty  to  omit  nothing,  that 
might  contribute  to  the  fafetv  of  the  reductions 
.  within  his  province,  and  who  was  actually  vifiting 
them  with  a  ftrong  efcort,  affembled  four  thouland 
Indians,  and  led  them  towards  the  canton  of 
Caarupa  Guayzu ,  where  the  young  Indians  had  left 
the  enemy.  Father  Alfaro  waited  upon  him  with 
fome  other  Indians  ;  bpt,  having  one  day  taken 
the  lead  of  the  reft,  a  Mamelus  whom  he  did  not 
.perceive,  but  by  whom  he  happened  to  be  known, 
difcharged  a  blunderbufs  at  him,  and  tumbled, 
him  dead  from  off  his  horfe. 

As  foon  as  the  governor  heard  of  this  accident, 
he  formed  his  trOops,  and  fell  fo  fuddenly  upon 
the  enemy,  who  little  expecffed  to  be  fo  foon  at¬ 
tacked,  that,  after  cutting  to  pieces  all  thofe  who 
made  any  refiflance,  he  made  almoft  all  the  reft 
prifoners.  Pie  committed  them  to  the  care  of  the 
Neophytes,  entirely  abandoning  to  their  difcretion 
all  the  Tupis  who  happened  to  be  among  theme 
The  Neophytes  treated  the  Tupis  fo  well,  that 
they  prevailed  on  them  to  be  inftruefted  in  our  di¬ 
vine  myfleries  and,  foon  after  baptifm,  put  an  end 
to  their  captivity.  As  to  the  Mamelus,  they  were 
conducted  .to  the  Afiumption,  within  eighty 
leagues  of  which  the  battle  had  been  fought  *,  and 
every  one  expected  they  would  be  punifhed  like 
banditti  taken  in  arms  againfl  their  fovereign.  Bu£ 
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the  governor  contented  himfelf  with  reproaching 
them  with  their  cruellies,  and  threatening  them 
with  the  anger  of  heaven,  if  they  continued  them 
hoftilities.  He,  then,  fent  them  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
whofe  governor,  at  the  felicitation  of  feme  of  the 
inhabitants,  fet  them  at  liberty,  with  leave  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  own  country. 

The  body  of  father  Alfaro  was  carried  to  the  re^ 
duftion  of  the  Conception  fituated  on  the  Uruguay, 
where  it  was  interred  with  all  the  honours  the  po¬ 
verty  of  the  Neophytes  would  admit  of  ;  and  father 
Claudius  Ruier  was  appointed  fuperior  of  the  mil¬ 
lions  in  his  room.  He  had  fcarce  taken  p'ofe 
feffion  of  this  employment,  when  Don  Pedro  Ef- 
tevan  d’Avila,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  ap¬ 
plied  to  him  for  eighty  Neophytes  to  be  employed 
in  an  expedition,  the  fuccefs  of  which,  he  faid  might 
greatly  contribute  to  the  fecurity  of  the  reductions 
fituated  in  this  province.  The  nature  of  the  affair 
was  as  follows. 

To  the  call  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  about  the 
twenty  eighth  or  twenty  ninth  degree  of  South  lati¬ 
tude,  there  is  a  lake  of  a  very  irregular  figure,  eigh¬ 
ty  leagues  in  length,  and  very  narrow  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  its  length.  This  lake,  in  the  ancient  maps^ 
is  called  the  lake  of  Caraearas  ,  and,  in  the 
more  modern*  that  of  Thera .  From  the  eattern 
extremity  of  this  lake  there  iffue  two  little  rivers, 
one  of  which  falls  into  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and 
the  other  into  the  Uruguay  ;  the  firft,  under  the 
name  of  Rio  Mirinay  y  and  the  fecond,  under  that  of 
PJo  Corrientes .  Father  del  Techo  contents  himfelf 
with  faying,  that  the  lake*  or  as  he  calls  it,  the 
marlli  of  Caracaras,  communicates  with  the  Pa¬ 
rana.  I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that  the  name 
of  Parana  is  often  given  to  that  part  of  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  which  lies  between  its  junction  with  the 
Paraguay  and  the  mouth  of  tie  Uruguay. 

I  HE 
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T  he  fame  hiftorian  adds,  that  this  lake  is  covered 
with  hoating  iflands,  like  thofe  in  a  little  lake  near 
St.  Omers  *,  and  that  they  afforded  a  retreat  to  In¬ 
dians  of  different  nations,  dpecially  the  Caracaras, 
who  having  inveigled  fome  Spaniards  among  them, 
in  1 553^  by  applying  to  them  for  affiftance  againff 
their  enemies,  perfidioufly  maffacred  them  ;  and 
actually  harboured  fome  renegadoes  of  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  St.  Anne,  and  the  murderers  of  father  Ef- 
pinofa.  The  impunity  they  enjoyed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  difficulty  of  attacking  them,  had 
rendered  them  very  infolent.  They  frequently 
committed  great  diforders  in  the  countries  about 
the  lake,  and  had  lately  burnt  to  the  ground  the 
church  belonging  to  the  reduction  of  St.  Anne. 

Don  Pedro  having,  at  length,  refolved  to  purge 
his  province  of  fuch  troublelome  inmates,  father 
Romero  immediately  conduced  to  Buenos  Ayres 
the  number  of  Neophytes,  he  had  required  for  that 
purpofe.  Don  Pedro  appointed  to  command 
them  the  brave  Don  Juan  de  Garay,  who,  after 
a  hundred  leagues  march,  arrived  within  fight  of 
the  Like,  where  he  found  the  inhabitants  dilpofed 
to  difpute  his  entrance.  But  he  found  means  to 
embark  with  all  his  men ;  and,  though  the  enemy 
made  pretty  good  ufe  of  all  their  advantages,  he 
pufhed  them  with  fo  much  valour  and  conduct, 
that,  after  driving  them  from  ifland  to  ifland,  he 
killed  or  took  prifoner  every  man  of  them.  It 
was  on  this  occafion,  that  the  militia  of  the  reduc¬ 
tions  firft  fhewedlwhat  might  be  expected  from 
them,  when  well  armed  and  officered  •,  for  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  they  had  by  this  time  got  fire  arms. 

,  This  expedition  was  followed  by  another, 

1  4°‘  which  had  not  fo  happy  an  iffue.  I  laid 
that  there  were  fome  Calchaquis  in  the  province  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  near  Buenos  Ayres.  Thele  In¬ 
dians  were  no  lefs  enemies  to  the  Spaniards,  than 

D  d  3  thofe 
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thofe  of  the  fame  name,  who  frequently  gave  inch 
uneafinefs  to  the  province  of  Tucuman  •,  and  thev: 
had  lately  advanced  towards  Santafe,  and  ravaged 
the  country  about  it,  from  which  the  governor  re- 
folved  to  drive  them.  For  this  purpofe  he  raifed 
fome  troops,  and  fent  to  the  reductions  of  his 
province  for  fix  hundred  Indians,  whom  father 
Romero,  and  father  Arias,  immediately  led  to  his 
affiftance.  He,  then,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
this  little  army  *,  and  marched  in  good  order  againft 
the  Calchaquis,  but  without  fending,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  to  reconnoitre  them.  He  had  com¬ 
manded  in  Flanders,  and  obilinately  refufed  to  aCl 
againft  thefe  barbarians  in  any  other  manner,  than 
he  would  have  done  againft  regular  troops ;  but 
he  paid  dear  for  his  imprudence.  The  Calchaquis 
remained  fo  well  polled  in  their  marfhes,  that  he 
had  confumed  all  his  provifions,  before  he  could 
join  them  ;  fo  that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
retreat,  without  reaping  any  other  benefit  by  an 
expedition,  for  which  he  had  made  vaft  prepara¬ 
tions,  than  that  of  carrying  home  three  hundred 
prifoners  taken  by  the  Neophytes. 

Father  Diaz  Tano  was,  by  this,  returned  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  with  a  numerous  reinforcement  of 
miffionaries.  He  had  accompanied  father  de  Mon¬ 
toya  as  far  as  Madrid,  and  from  thence  purfued 
his  journey  to  Rome.  Father  Vitellefchi,  his  ge¬ 
neral,  was  overwhelmed  with  grief  on  the  report 
he  made  of  the  condition,  in  which  he  had  left  the 
Indian  churches  of  Paraguay  *  and,  unable  to 
give  him  any  other  comfort  but  that  of  mixing 
tears  with  him,  he  eondu&ed  him  to  the  audience 
of  Urban  VIII,  who  then  governed  the  church. 
This  pontiff,  equally  touched  with  the  general  of 
the  company,  at  the  account  the  miffionary  gave 
him  of  enormities  committed  by  the  Mamelus  and 
the  Indians  of  Brazil,  immediately  gave  orders 
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for  making  out  a  brief,  in  which  he  threatened 
with  the  anathemas  of  the  church,  both  the  au¬ 
thors  and  abettors  of  fuch  fcanclalous  diforders,  if' 
they  did  not  immediately  put  a  flop  them. 

The  Pope,  then,  defired  a  minute  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Jefuits  in  Paraguay;  and  he 
could  not  apply  to  a  perfon  better  qualified  to  fa- 
tisfy  him  than  father  Tano,  who  forgot  nothing  to 
give  his  holinefs  a  thorough  infight  into  the  affairs 
of  thefe  millions  ;  and  was,  in  return,  loaded  with 
prefents  and  other  marks  of  the  moft  affefiio^ 
nate  tendernefs  for  himfelf  and  his  fellow  labourers, 
particularly  father  Orighi,  whofe  brother  was  a&u- 
‘ally  cardinal,  and  one  of  whofe  grand-nephews 
died  lately,  in  veiled  with  the  fame  dignity.  The 
pope  honoured  himfelf  with  the  title  of  his  old 
friend.  In  fhort,  the  pope  granted  him  every 
thing  he  could  wifh  for,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
tranquility  of  the  new  chrifiians.  He  was  even 
beforehand  with  father  Tano,  and  would  have 
made  him  completely  happy,  could  that  mif- 
fionary  anfwer  for  the  thunder  of  the  Vatican,  being 
fufficient  to  put  an  end  to  all  the  evils,  of  which 
lie  had  given  his  holinefs  an  account. 

Finding,  on  his  return  to  Madrid,  that  father 
de  Montoya  had  formed  a  company  of  miffionaries 
for  him,  fie  made  what  haile  he  could  to  Lis¬ 
bon,  to  freight  a  fhip  for  their  pafTage.  The  mil- 
fionari.es  were  on  the  point  of  going  aboard,  the 
fhip  only  waiting  for  them  to  put  to  fea,  when 
Father  Tano  received  notice,  that  the  fecretary  of 
Hate,  Don  Miguel  de  Vafconcellos,  (the  fame  who, 
foon  after,  (lained  with  his  bloocl  the  feene  of  the 
revolution  of  Portugal)  had  forbid  the  commandant 
of  the  fort  of  Belem  to  let  their  veflel  pals  the 
bar.  Upon  this,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  Vicereine, 
the  duchefs  dowager  of  Mantua ;  and  having  im¬ 
mediately  obtained  from  this  princefs  a  revocation 
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of  the  fecretary’s  order,  he  loft  no  time  in  taking 
the  benefit  of  it. 

The  navigation  proved  pretty  favourable,  all  to 
the  death  of  two  of  the  miffionaries  by  a  dilorder 
which  broke  out  amongft  the  fhip’s  company,  till 
they  arrived  in  the  thirty  fifth  degree  of  fouth  la¬ 
titude,  when  a  violent  north  wind  drove  them  to 
the  mouth  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  from 
whence  they  found  it  impoffible  to  make  cape  St, 
Mary,  in  order  to  enter  into  the  bay  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata  •,  or  even  withftand  the  violence  of  the  {form  ; 
fo  that  the  pilot  was  obliged  to  fteer  for  Rio  de 
Janeyro,  where  tke  miffionaries  were  received  by 
the  governor,  Don  Emanuel  Sa,  with  great  ho^ 
nours. 

Some  days  after  their  arrival,  father  Tano,  with 
the  advice  of  the  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors,  publiffied 
the  papal  briefs  we  juft  now  mentioned,  and  there¬ 
by  brought  upon  his  back  moft  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  gates  of  the  Jelbits  college  and  of  their 
church  were  forced  open  ;  and  thofe  religious  had 
C^ery  thing  to  fear  from  the  firft  tranfports  of  the 
furious  multitude,-  if  the  governor  and  magiftrates 
had  not  run  with  an  armed  force  to  their  affiftancc. 
Don  Emanuel,  upon  this,  affcmbled  the  princk 
pal  inhabitants,  and  father  Tano,  who  was  re- 
quefted  to  affift  at  this  meeting,  after  the  briefs 
had  been  read,  gave  an  account  of  every  ftep 
he  had  taken  on  this  occafion.  But  though  his 
conduit  was  generally  approved  by  the  affembly, 
the  populace  grew  more  and  more  outrageous  ;  fo 
that,  in  order  to  appeafe  them,  it  was  found  ne~> 
ceffary  to  interpofe  a  pretended  appeal  to  the  Pope 
better  inftrudled.  Some  have  laid,  that  it  was 
the  miffionary  himfelf,  who  firft  gave  this  advice. 
Re  that  as  it  will,  the  publication  of  this  appeal 
put  a  flop  to  the  fedition.  Indeed  it  was  high 
time  to  think  of  fome  remedy;  for  father  Tano, 

'•>  '  ■  ■  and 
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and  father  Mota,  vifitot  of  the  jefuits  of  Brazil, 
.were  on  the  point  of  falling  vidtirm  to  it. 

It  was  not  fo  eafy  to  appeafe  the  town  of  Saints, 
in  the  province  of  Rio  Janeyro  ;  and  ftill  lefs  that 
of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue.  Don  Ferdinand  Ro¬ 
driguez,  who  officiated  as  vicar  general  in  the 
firft,  having  publiffied  the  Pope’s  brief,  by  order 
of  Don  Pedro  Albornez,  Adminiftrator  of  the 
biffioprick,  one  of  the  congregation  got  up,  and 
faid,  that  he  appealed  to  the  king’s  exchequer. 
Upon  this,  Rodriguez  excommunicated  him  di¬ 
rectly  but,  by  fo  doing,  rendered  part  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  quite  furious.  The  commanding  officer 
was  then  requeued  to  take  in  hand  the  caufe  of  the 
publick  •,  and,  on  his  refilling  it,  the  feditious 
flocked  to  the  church  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
where  they  began  by  vomiting  againft  the  vicar 
all  the  injuries,  the  paffion  with  which  they 
were  tranfported  could  fuggeft.  They,  then,  fell 
upon  him  ^  knocked  him  down  ;  and,  with  a 
fword  to  his  throat,  threatened  to  murder  him,  if 
he  did  not  revoke  all  he  had  done.  But  he  would 
not  yield  •,  and  his  firmnefs  difconcerted  them. 
They  then  drew  up  an  appeal  themfelves,  and 
would  have  forced  him  to  fign  it  \  but  they  could 
only  get  him  to  declare,  that  he  approved  it  as  far 
as  the  rules  of  the  church,  and  his  confcience, 
would  permit  him.  They  then  called  for  the 
Pope’s  brief,  and  he  told  them  the  fnperiorof 
the  jefuits  had  it. 

Upon  this,  they  pofted  dire&ly  to  the  houfc 
of  thefe  fathers.  The  fuperior  on  hearing  the 
noife  which  announced  their  coming,  put  on 
his  facerdotal  habits  •,  took  the  holy  ciborium 
into  his  hands  •,  advanced  to  the  gates  of  the 
houfe  •  and  made  a  pathetick  difcourle  to  them  on 
the  refpefl  and  obedience  due  to  the  vicar  of  Jeius 
thrift.  Some  of  them  proftrated  themfelves  to 

adore 
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adore  the  Lord’s  body  ;  others  continued  ftanding, 
faying,  that,  though  they  adored  with  all  their  foul 
the  body  facrament  of  the  altar,  they  would  never 
part  with  their  Haves,  which  was  all  they  had  to 
depend  upon  .  One  of  them  went  fo  far  as  to  cry 
out,  that  they  fhouid  lire  on  the  prieft.  All  called 
for  the  brief  ;  and,  having  got  a  copy  of  it,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  grand  vicar,  for  his  abfolution  of  the- 
cenfures  they  might  have  incurred, but  he  refufed  it. 

They,  then,  applied  for  it  to  home  religious, 
who  judging  of  the  cafe,  according  to  their 
own  manner  of  fitting  it,  told  them  they  had 
no  need  of  any  ;  the  brief  importing,  that  it  fhouid 
be  puhliftied,  if  there  was  no  juft  reafon  for  fuppref- 
ling  it.  This  anfwer  contributed  to  render  the  je- 
iuits  ftill  more  odious  ;  and  nothing  was  to  be 
heard  all  over  the  town  but  the  voices  of  people 
crying  out,  that  it  was  now  high  time  to  drive  out 
©fit  thefe  officious  defenders  of  the  liberties  of  the 
Indians  ;  and  the  reports  of  their  expulfion  having 
reached  Rio  Janeiro,  the  captain  of  a  merchant  fhip 
then  at  anchor  there,  made  a  general  difcharge  of 
his  cannon,  to  exp  refs  his  joy  at  the  event.  But  the 
governor  punifhed  him  feverely  for  it.  He  had 
already  caufed  another  to  be  whipt  for  behaving, 
in  a  very  infolent  manner,  in  the  church  of  the 
jefuits. 

It  was  during  this  ferment  that  there  arrived 
at  Brazil  an  account  of  the  duke  of  Braganca  hay- 
ing  been  declared  king  of  Portugal,  and  of  the 
whole  kingdom  having:  acknowledged  him  in  that 
quality.  Father  Tano  immediately  forefaw  what 
Influence  this  important  event  might  have  on  the 
affairs  of  Paraguay,  as  well  on  account  of  the 
averfton  which  the  Portugueze  ftill  retained  for  the 
Spaniards  ;  as  becaufe  the  new  king  of  Portugal 
might  not  be  fo  foon  in  a  condition  to  fupprefs  ef¬ 
fectually  the  courfes  of  the  Mamelus,  more  en¬ 
raged  than  ever  againft  the  jefuits,  whom  they  had 
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but  juft  expelled  their  city.  He  even  forefaw  that 
this  prince  might  poftiWy  be  brought  to  confide;' 
their  inroads  as  a  means  of  weakening,  in  South 
America,  the  power  of  his  catholic  .majefty,  with 
whom  it  was  impoflible  he  fhould  not  have  a  long 
war  to  maintain,  in  fupport  of  his  newly  acquired 
royalty.  But  two  other  reafons  effebtually  de¬ 
termined  him  not  to  make  any  longer  ftay  in 
Brazil  ;  the  firft  was,  that  he  feared  left  a  new  re¬ 
volution  fhould  make  him  lofe  fome  of  the  mif- 
fionaries  he  brought  from  Europe,  as  they  were 
fubjedts  to  the  new  king  ^  the  fecond,  that  he  had 
already  buried  feveral  of  them  fince  his  arrival  at 
Rio  Janeyro.  He,  therefore,  reimbarked  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  November,  and  came  to  an  anchor  be¬ 
fore  Buenos  Ayres  the  latter  end  of  the  fame 
month. 

Father  de  Montoya  had  not  been  lefs  fuccefsful 
at  Madrid,  than  father  Tano  had  been  at  Rome. 
The  firft  thing  he  did  on  his  arrival  there,  was  to 
afk  an  audience  of  his  majefty,  who  immediately 
granted  it.  He  prefented  his  memorials  to  this 
prince,  who  perufed  them  with  great  attention,  ancf 
named  commiftaries  from  among  the  members  of 
the  royal  councils  of  Caftile,  and  the  Indies,  to  exa¬ 
mine  them,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon.  Father 
de  Montoya  required  ^  firft,  the  execution  of  a  law 
publifhed  in  1611*  by  which  the  Spaniards  were 
again  forbid  to  deprive  of  their  liberty  the  Indians 
who  had  not  been  made  prifoners  in  a  juft  war  ; 
fecondly,  that  the  fovereign  Pontif  fhould  be  re- 
quefted  to  confirm  the  briefs  of  Paul  III  and  Clement 
VIII,  forbidding  the  fame  iniquitous  practice*, 
thirdly,  that  thole  who  proved  difobedient  thereto 
fhould  be  judged  by  the  holy  office  ;  fourthly,  that 
the  Neophytes,  who  had  been  made  Oaves  and 
conducted  to  Brazil,  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty  •,  and 
the  Mamelus  both  reprefled  and  punifhed. 

These 
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These  demands  anc^  fame  others  of  lefs  import¬ 
ance  appeared  fo  very  juft  and  reafonable  "to  the- 
commifiaries,  that  the  king,  by  their  advice,  or¬ 
dered  an  edidt  to  be  drawn  up,  in  which  his  ma- 
jefty,  after  renewing  all  the  preceding  decrees  re¬ 
lating  to  the  liberty  of  the  Indians,  fignifted,  that 
being  informed  of  the  inhabitants  of  St<  Paul  of 
Firatiningue  having  ruined  all  the  Indian  towns, 
founded  in  Guayra  by  the  jefuits  *,  of  their  having 
carried  off  and  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  flavery  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  thoufand  Neophytes  ;  of  their  hav¬ 
ing  begun  to  commit  the  fame  enormities  in  Tape, 
and  menacing  Uruguay  with  them  ;  of  their  having 
already  made  flaves  there  of  fome  free  Indians, 
and  maffacred  others  ;  and  all  this  in  contempt 
of  reiterated  edicts  ;  and  being  refolved  to  puniili 
fuch  monftrous  crimes,  he  declares,  the  courfes 
of  the  faid  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  of  Pirati- 
ningue,  commonly  called  Mamelus,  unjuft,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  lav/s  both  human  and  divine,  and 
to  the  honour  of  the  chriftian  religion  ;  orders 
that  the  cognizance  of  the  faid  crimes  be  referred 
to  the  tribunal  of  the  holy  office  ;  that  all  the  In¬ 
dians  reduced  to  flavery  be  immediately  fet  at  li¬ 
berty;  and  that  fuch,  as  hereafter  fhall  be  con¬ 
victed  of  fo  crying  an  injuft  ice  and  cruelty,  fhould 
be  treated  as  perfons  guilty  of  high  treafon. 

He,  then,  renewed  the  edidb,  forbidding  any 
of  the  Indians  converted  by  the  jefuits,  in  Guayra, 
Tape,  Parana  and  Uruguay,  to  beconfidered  other- 
wife  than  as  immediate  vaftals  to  the  crown,  or 
to  be  given  in  command,  or  obliged  to  do  perfonal 
fervice  to  any  fubjecl,  under  any  pretext  what- 
foever.  His  majefty  regulated  by  the  fame  de¬ 
cree  the  tribute,  which  the  fame  Neophytes  were 
to  pay  to  his  domain.  But  this  laft  article  could 
riot  be  put  in  execution  till  the  year  1 645,  becaufe. 
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till  then,  die  Indians  were  not  In  a  condition  to  pay 
any  tribute  ;  and  this  epocha  muft  not  be  forgot, 
as  it  will  ferve  to  fhew  the  little  foundation  there 
was  for  the  accufations  brought  again  it  the  mif- 
fionaries  in  regard  to  this  tribute. 

But  father  de  Montoya,  notwithftanding  the  fa¬ 
cility  with  which  he  obtained  every  thing  he  afked, 
was  well  aware,  especially  fince  the  revolution  of 
Portugal  had  happened,  that  this  edict  of  his  ma~ 
jetty  would  never  be  fa  the  lent  tofereen  the  reduc¬ 
tions  again  ft  the  violences  of  the  Mamtlus,  as  long 
as  die  Indians  had  no  other  arms  but  their  arrows 
and  their  mancanas  to  oppofe  them  with.  Pie, 
therefore,  prefen  ted  the  -memorial  I  already  men¬ 
tioned,  in  which  he  made  evidently  appear  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  allowing  them  the  ufe  of  fire  arms. 
The  king,  having  confuted  his  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  came  to  the  refolution  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned.  People  in  Paraguay  were  greatly  ftirprized 
at  father  Montoya’s  fuccefs  in  fo  delicate  an  affair. 
But  behdes  the  council’s  not  finding  any  thing  to 
reply  to  the  folidity  of  the  reafons,  on  which  the 
miffionary’s  demand  was  founded,  his  eminent 
virtues,  and  the  great  things  he  had  done  in  Para¬ 
guay,  had  acquired  him  the  general  efteem  of 
prince  and  people.  However,  the  church  he  had 
contributed  fo  much  to  form,  and  whofe  interefts 
he^had  undertaken  fo  long  a  voyage  to  defend,  never 
had  the  happinefs  of  feeing  him  again.  After  feme 
unexpected  delays  in  Spain,  he  palled  over  to 
Peru,  where  he  laboured  fuccefsfully,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  viceroy,  to  execute  fome  orders  he 
had  obtained,  thofe  efpecially  wrhich  related  to  the 
conftruction  and  ufe  of  fire  arms  in  the  reductions  ; 
he  then  was  ordered  to  Tucuman,  and  from  Tucu- 
man  back  again  to  Lima,  where  he  finifhed  his 
courfe  in  the  year  1652,  aged  feventy.  In  con- 

fequencs. 
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fequence  of  the  idea  which  the  inhabitants  of  thi$ 
tity  had  conceived  of  his  eminent  fanclity,  his  body 
was  interred  with  honours  which  had  more  the  air 
of  a  triumph  than  a  funeral.  The  viceroy  and 
principal  members  of  the  royal  audience  carried  his 
remains  to  the  grave. 

j€ao  i  About  this  time,  a  new  attempt  was. 
1  ^I*  made  to  reduce  the  Calchaquis  to  the 

faith  by  means  of  the  jefuits,  who  were  now  au¬ 
thorized  to  allure  them,  that  they  ffiould  never  be 
fubjeded  to  any  kind  of  fervitude.  The  governor 
of  Tucuman,  which  had  fuffered  greatly  by  the  in- 
curlions  of  thefe  barbarians,  had,  it  feems  lately  con¬ 
cluded  a  peace  with  them,  and  judged  this  was  the 
only  method  to  make  it  lalting.  Accordingly, 
twojefuits  were  fent  to  them  *,  and  thefe  fathers, 
after  many  dangers  and  difficulties,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  found  a  reduction  among  them  by  the 
name  of  St.  Charles.  Another  jefuit,  called  father 
Pallor,  offered  himfelf  to  the  bilhop  to  make  an 
excurlion  into  Chaco  on  the  fame  errand  *,  and,  his 
offer  being  received  by  this  prelate  ever  felicitous 
"for  the  falvation  of  thofe  committed  to  his  care, 
he  immediately  fet  out  with  another  called  Gafpard 
Cerqueyra,  who,  being  born  at  the  Affumption, 
was  mailer  of  the  Abipone  language  current  in  all 
this  part  of  Chaco.  But,  as  the  Indians  on  the 
frontiers  of  Tucuman  were  too  jealous  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  to  liilen  willingly  to  any  preachers,  they 
refolved  not  to  Hop,  till  they  had  reached  the  Abi- 
fones ,  a  nation  fettled  at  the  eallern  extremity  of 
this  extenfive  country. 

The  firft  place  they  made  any  confiderable  ilay 
-  at,  was  a  large  Indian  town  called  Matara ,  one 
hundred  leagues  from  Santiago,  where  they  had- 
been  given  to  underlland  they  would  find  guides 
to  condud  them  to  the  Abipones.  Befides,  the 
Mataraues  called  themfelves  chriltians  j  and,  in 

fad. 
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faft,  feveral  perfons  had  been  baptized  at  Mataia 
by  St.  Francis  Soiano  *,  and,  after  him,  by  two  je- 
fuits,  who  had  preached  the  gofpel  there  ;  and 
fome  of  them  even  had  pretty  well  perfevered  im 
the  practice  of  the  chief  duties  of  religion* 
though  they  fcarce  knew  any  thing  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  it  ^  all  the  miniftry  of  a  clergyman  lent 
them  lately  from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  the  title  of 
parifh  pried,  confiding  in  baptizing  and  in  ft  ruling 
the  children  of  thole  who  called  themielves  chrif- 
tians.  Had  he  contented  himlelf  with  conferring 
that  facrament  upon  fuch  as  were  in  danger  of 
•dying,  his  zeal  would  have  been  commendable  i 
but'  he  vifibly  expofed  the  red  to  the  danger  of  dis¬ 
honouring  the  character  he  conferred  on  them  * 
for  they  feldom  law  him  again  when  they  grew  up 
a  little,  but  profaned  the  exercifes  of  religion  with 
feveral  fuperditious  practices,  and  abandoned  them- 
felves  to  all  the  excelfes,  of-  which  the  infidels  gave 
them  the  example, 

The  only,  or,  at  lead,  the  mod  ordinary,  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  Mataranes,  wastovifit  and  regale  each 
other*,  but  their  feads  always  terminated  in  a  general 
intoxication.  They  celebrated  the  anniverfary  of 
the  death  of  their  kinfmen  in  a  pretty  odd  man¬ 
ner  ;  they  invited  ail  their  friends  and  relations  to 
it,  and  every  one  of  the  guefts  was  obliged  to  bring 
with  him  a  dead  odrich.  If  it  happened  to  be  the 
anniverfary  of  more  perfons  than  one,  then  the 
gueds  were  to  bring,  each,  as  many  odriclies,  as 
there  were  deaths  to  be  commemorated,  becaufe, 
in  a  kind  of  funeral  proccffion  made  on  thele  oc- 
cafions,  and  attended  with  extraordinary  ceremo¬ 
nies,  each  of  the  deceafed  was  to  be  reprefented 
by  his  own  odrich.  The  gueds,  like  wife,  made  a 
prefen t  to  the  perfon  who  had  invited  them;  and 
who,  by  accepting  it,  laid  himfelf  under  the  ob¬ 
ligation  of  returning  t}ie  compliment  in  kind, 

when 
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when  he  fliould  be  invited  by  them.  This  engage-* 
ment  even  defcended  to  his  heirs,  when  he  had 
not  time  to  fatisfy  'it  himfelf ;  and  to  fail  in  it 
would  have  been  deemed  a  juft  caufe  of  war  be¬ 
tween  the  different  towns  to  which  the  parties 
belonged.  Thefe  folemnities  lafted  four  days* 
on  the  laft  of  which  the  company  bewailed  the 
deceafed  for  the  fpace  of  one  hour.  Thefe  tears 
were  fucceeded  by  immoderate  laughter,  by  dan¬ 
cing  and  feafting,  during  which  it  was  an  indift 
penfable  duty  to  get  drunk.  They,  then,  put  an 
end  to  the  meeting  by  a  kind  of  bacchanalian  rites, 
attended  by  all  the  diforders  that  might  be  ex¬ 
pended  from  fuch  an  improvement  upon  their  natu¬ 
ral  barbarity. 

The  jefuits,  however,  found  them  pretty  docile  ^ 
eafiiy  prevailed  on  thole  who  had  been  baptized,, 
to  confefs  themfelves  ;  and  left  them.  all.  in  the  belt 
difpolitions.  The  cacique  even  infilled  on  accom¬ 
panying  them  with  a  good  efcort,  as  far  as  the  Abft 
pones  *,  but,  though  he  and  his  fubie&s  might  be 
iuppofed  to  know  the  country  they  had  to  pals, 
through,  they,  in  a  fhort  time,  were  fo  difheartened 
by  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  journey,  that 
they  would  have  turned  back,  if  the  fathers  had  . 
not  found  means  to  detain  them  by  little  prefents. 
But,  when  they  found  themfelves  on  the  point  of 
entering  the  country  of  the  Abipones,  their  cou¬ 
rage  forfook  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  (for  it  Teems 
they  and  the  Abipones  had  been  at  war  for  fome 
time  paft,)  that  father  Pallor  had  much  ado  to  re  aft 
fure  them.  Two  of  them,  however,  had  refolution 
to  accompany  father  de  Cerqueira,  whom  father 
Paftor  thought  proper  to  fend  forward,  in  order  to 
dilcover  on  what  fide  it  was  properefl  to  enter  the 
country.  , 

These  reconnoiterers  were  foon  difcovered ; 
and,  the  alarm  fpread  fo  fuddenly  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try,  that  in  a  fhort  time  they  could  difcover  two 

hun- 
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hundred  Indians  on  horfeback,  but  without  Saddles, 
or  ftiriups,  making  towards  them  in  full  gallop. 
But,  though  their  wild  and  favage  looks,  their  loofe 
disordered  hair,  and  the  long  javelins  they  held 
in  their  hands,  might  well  be  fuppofed  capable 
of  ftriking  terror  into  a  man,  who  faw  himfelf  alone 
in  a  manner,  and  at  their  discretion;  the  miffion- 
ary,  full  of  confidence  in  him,  without  whofe  per- 
mifiion  they  could  not  touch  a  Single  hair  of  his 
head,  immediately  doubled  his  pace  to  meet  them  ; 
and,  lifting  up  his  crucifix,  u  Children,  cried  he, 
two  of  my  brethren  formerly  announced  the  gofpel 
to  your  nation,  whofe  efteem,  and  even  confidence, 
they  acquired.  Animated  by  the  Same  zeal  for 
the  falvation  of  your  Souls,  I  am  likewife  come 
a  great  way,  in  Spite  of  a  thoufitnd  dangers  and 
difficulties,  to  endeavour  to  make  you  open 
your  eyes  to  your  neareft  concerns.  5Tis  in 
vain  you  attempt  to  terrify  me.  Death,  with 
which  you  threaten  me,  is  the  chief  object 
of  my  wiShes.  But  I  conjure  you  not  to  Spurn 
at  a  benefit,  of  which  you  would  too  late  repent 
the  lofs.  Befides,  what  have  you  to  fear  from 
a  Single  man,  and  without  arms  ?  The  confidence 
with  which  I  put  myfelf  into  your  power  ought 
to  convince  you,  that  I  am  come  here  merely 
to  Serve  you.” 

The  barbarians,  at  firft,  ftunned  by  the  boldnefs 
of  the  apofiolicman,  were,  in  a  ffiorttime,  So  charm¬ 
ed  with  his  diScourSe,  that  they  threw  their  arms  at 
his  feet,  and  Saluted  him  with  the  profoundefb  re- 
fpedt.  He,  then,  told  them,  that  he  had  left  at  Some 
cliftance  behind  him  his  Superior,  a  man  advanced 
in  years,  and  greatly  efleemed  by  Several  Indian 
nations.  Upon  this,  the  commander  of  the  troop 
immediately  difpatched  his  fen  to  invite  father 
Paftor,  in  his  name,  to  come  and  See  him  ;  and,  the 
moment  the  young  Indian  perceived  him,  he  alight-* 
ed  from  his  horfe,  Saluted  him  refpe&fully,  and  told 
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him,  that  his  father  longed  greatly  to  fee  him.  The 
miflionary,  tranfported  at  fo  unexpected  an  invita¬ 
tion,  immediately  fet  out,  and  was  very  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  commander,  who  conducted  him, 
with  his  companion,  to  the  neareft  town,  followed 
by  all  his  horfemen.  Here  they  entered,  as  it 
were,  in  triumph,  amidft  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
come  to  meet  them,  and  conducted  them  to  a 
cabin,  the  floor  of  which  they  had  the  precaution, 
or  rather  politenefs,  to  cover  with  fkins.  Refrefh- 
ments  were  then  laid  before  them,  but  fo  naufeous, 
that,  notwithflanding  their  great  want  of  food,  and 
their  having  been  accuftomed,  for  a  long  time  paft, 
to  the  moft  inflpid,  the  very  fight  of  it  turned 
their  ftomachs  *,  and  they  had  much  ado  to  get 
down  a  few  morfels,  and  conceal  their  difguft. 

The  fecond  day  after  their  arrival,  the  principal 
cacique  of  the  nation,  called  Caliquila ,  being  in¬ 
formed  by  father  Pallor  of  his  defign  to  make  an 
eftablifliment  in  the  country,  he  not  only  gave  his 
confent,  but  even  expreflfed  great  joy  at  it  •,  and 
conduCled  the  two  mifiionaries  to  his  own  town, 
fltuated  at  the  other  fide  of  the  red  river.  As  ibon 
as  they  were  arrived  there,  he  begged  them  to  give 
him  a  circumftantial  account  of  what  they  intended 
to  do  •,  and,  on  their  complying,  told  them,  that  he 
was  very  well  fatisfied  the  children  fliould  be  bap¬ 
tized,  provided  they  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  go 
morning  and  evening  to  church,  as  they  did  in  the 
reductions  of  the  Guaranis  *,  fince  it  could  not  fail 
of  producing  in  them  a  habit  of  idlenefs,  and, 
thereby,  rendering  them  lefs  fit  for  war,  as  it  had 
happened  to  the  Mataranes. 

Father  Paftor  replied,  that  religious  exercifes 
could  by  no  means  tend  to  leflen  a  man’s  courage  ; 
and  that  the  Spaniards,  and  even  the  Guaranis  of 
whom  he  had  been  fpeaking,  were  a  ftriking 
proof  of  it  j  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  contri¬ 
buted 
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buted  greatly  to  infpire  true  valour  ;  and  that  the 
Mataranes  had  never  been  braver,  than  while  they 
continued  good  chriftians.  Caliquila  yielded  to 
thefe  examples  ;  but  he  added,  that  he  would 
not  fuffer,  that  the  Abipones  fhould  be  hindered 
from  carrying  their  arms  into  church  along 
with  them,  or  beat  with  rods,  when  they  had 
committed  any  fault,  as  was  cuftomary  in  the  re¬ 
ductions,  and  among  the  Spaniards.  The  father 
gave  up  thefe  two  points,  knowing  that  he  might 
i'peak  to  them  again,  when  religion  had  taken 
a  deeper  root  in  their  hearts.  They,  then,  re¬ 
quired,  that  the  caciques,  and  all  the  adults 
who  might  die  in  the  chriftian  religion,  fhould  be 
buried  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  near  the 
monuments  erected  in  honour  of  their  divini¬ 
ties.  Father  Pallor  made  anfwer,  that  this  was  a 
fuperftition  incompatible  with  the  holinefs  of  the 
chriftian  religion  •,  and  that,  by  the  time  he  fhould 
have  inftru6ted  them  better,  they  would,  themfelves, 
be  the  firft  to  condemn  it.  To  this  they  made  no., 
reply,  and  from  their  filence  he  concluded,  that  he 
fhould  eafily  make  them  give  up  this  article,  like- 
wife. 

After  a  month’s  ftay  among  the  Abipones, 
father  de  Cerqueyra  fet  out  to  reconduft  the  .Ma¬ 
taranes  to  their  own  country  •,  and  fat  her  Pallor, 
to  compenfate  the  lofs  of  his  companion,  not  con¬ 
tent  with  the  feparate  inftrudtions  he  every  day 
gave  to  the  children  and  adults,  compofed,  with 
the  affiftance  of  an  interpreter  left  him  by  father 
Cerqueyra,  a  little  catechifm  in  the  ‘Tonocote  lan¬ 
guage,  which  is  current  all  over  this  country.  He 
was  foon  after  obliged  to  return  to  Santiago,  to 
the  no  fmall  concern  of  the  Abipones,  to  whom 
he  promiled  that  he  would  by  no  means  abandon 
them.  Accordingly,  he  very  often  applied  to  his 
provincial  in  their  behalf ;  but  the  redudtions  in 
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the  province  of  Uruguay,  which  were  growing 
more  numerous  from  one  day  to  another,  required 
fo  many  miffionaries,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
let  the  Abipones  have  one.  Perhaps,  it  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  as  evidently  then,  as  it  has  done  fince,  of 
what  importance  it  was  to  make  a  folid  eftablifh- 
uaent  in  this  part  of  Chaco,  and  gain  over  a  nation, 
which  might  have  contributed  to  it  more  than  any  o- 
ther,  and  which  on  being  negledted,  came  to  be  one 
of  the  crueled:  enemies  to  the  chriftian  reductions. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  the  fcarcity  of  miffionaries  was 
loon  after  encreafed,  in  confequence  of  an  edict  iffued 
by  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  forbidding  any 
miffionaries  to  enter  Paraguay,  but  fuch  as  wTere 
natural  born  fubjedls  of  the  crown  of  Spain  ^  fo 
that  father  Pallor,  who  had  been  lent  over  to  Europe 
to  folicit  a  reinforcement  of  evangelical  labourers, 
of  a  numerous  body  gathered  at  Seville  to  accom¬ 
pany  him  back,  could  take  with  him  but  one 
priell  and  thirteen  novices  and  lludents.  This 
was  not  the  only  time  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel  in  Paraguay  received  a  check  from  reftric- 
tions  of  this  kind.  The  royal  council  of  the  Indies 
did  not  as  yet  penetrate  the  motives  of  thofe,  who 
infpired  this  miftruft,  to  which  the  conduct  of  for¬ 
mer  foreign  miffionaries  had  not  given  the  leaft 
room. 

The  Abipones  are  in  general  above  the  middle 
ftature,  and  of  a  robult  conftitijtion.  In  fum- 
mer  they  go  quite  naked  ;  but  in  winter  cover 
thernfelves  with  Ikins.  They  hang  their  mancanas 
to  their  neck  ;  carry  a  quiver  Hung  acrofs  their 
fhoulders  ;  and  never  go  without  a  bow  in  their 
right  hand,  and  a  javelin  or  very  long  arrow  in  the 
left.  They  paint  thernfelves  all  over  with  different 
colours,  and  thofe  think  thernfelves  handfomeft, 
who  make  thernfelves  look  moft  like  tigers.  They 
make  holes  in  their  lips  and  noilrils,  and  feveral 
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parts  of  their  fkins,  to  flick  oftrich  feathers  into 
them  ;  and  to  fee  them  thus  cloathed  all  over  with 
feathers,  one  would  imagine  they  wanted  to  foar 
into  the  air.  The  beard  appears  lb  hideous  a  thing 
to  them,  that,  when  the  lead  hair  appears,  they 
diredtly  pull  it  up  by  the  roots. 

To  have  a  right  to  wear  his  hair  among  thefe 
Indians,  a  man  mult  have  killed  an  enemy  ;  and,  to 
attain  to  military  honours,  and  acquire  any  repu¬ 
tation  for  courage  and  bravery,  he  mufl  have  paffed 
through  tryals  like  thole  I  defcribed  in  fpeaking  of 
the  Guaycuras.  The  Abipones,  from  their  infancy, 
accuftom  themfelves  to  the  greated  infenfibility, 
by  inflicting  the  fharped  pains  on  themfelves,  fo 
that  they,  at  laft,  bring  themfelves  to  laugh  under 
the  fevered.  After  all,  we  mud  allow,  that  thefe 
barbarians  have  a  true  notion  of  courage,  which 
condds  more,  and  fhews  itfelf  better,  in  a  conftancy 
tQ  fuller  great  evils,  than  in  a  readinefs  to  expofe 
onefelf  to  the  greated  dangers. 

The  women,  among  the  Abipones,  are  covered 
from  the  waid  to  the  knees  ;  and  pricked  all  over 
the  red  of  the  body ;  but  efpecially  the  face  and 
bofom.  Very  often,  all  that  can  be  feen  of  their 
fkins  is  a  kind  of  mofaic  work,  compofed  of  differ¬ 
ent  colours  funk  into  the  Ikin ;  and  all  of  them 
fhave  the  back  part  of  their  head.  At  the 
death  of  a  cacique,  the  whole  nation,  both  men 
and  women  change  names,  and  eat  no  dfb  for  a 
month.  They  feldom  rear  but  one  child  of  each 
fex,  murdering  the  red  as  fad  as  they  come  into 
the  world,  till  the  elded  are  drong  enough  to  walk 
alone.  They  think  to  judify  this  cruelty  by  fay¬ 
ing,  that,  as  they  are  almod  condantly  travelling 
from  one  place  to  another,  it  is  impoffible  for  them 
to  take  care  of  more  infants  than  two  at  a  time  *, 
one  to  be  carried  by  the  father,  and  the  other  by 
the  mother. 
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The  old  women  take  upon  them  to  be  great 
witches  ;  and  it  would  be  no  eafy  matter  to  convert 
them.  Father  Pallor,  having  one  day  vifited  one 
of  them  at  the  point  of  death,  and  having  told  her 
that  if  die  died  without  baptifm,  her  foul  would  be 
eternally  tormented  by  the  devils,  die  very  calmly 
anfwered,  that  they  had  been  her  friends  for  a  long 
time  ;  and  (he  was,  therefore,  very  fure  that  they 
would  do  her  no  harm.  However,  to  judge  of  mat' 
ters  by  the  difpofitions,  in  which  the  miffionaries 
left  thefe  Indians,  there  is  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  believe,  that  the  gofpel  would  make 
the  greated  progrefs  among  them.  At  lead  it  is 
certain,  that  no  one  could  be  better  difpofed  than 
Caliquila,  at  the  time  father  Pallor  was  obliged  to 
quit  him.  This  cacique,  finding  it  impoffible  to 
detain  him  any  longer,  accompanied  him,  with  fe- 
veral  of  his  valfals,  to  Santiago  ;  found  him  in  pro- 
vifions  during  the  whole  journey  ;  and  allured 
him,  at  his  departure  to  return  home,  that  the  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  company  would  be  well  received  in 
every  place  where  he  had  the  lead  credit. 

To  readfume  the  thread  of  our  hidory  *,  at  the 
time  that  father  Pador  was  preparing  to  make  Je- 
fus  Chrid  known  to  the  Abipones,  the  miffionaries 
between  the  Parana  and  the  Uruguay,  having  re¬ 
ceived  certain  advice,  that  the  Mameius  were 
making  great  preparations  of  war,  formed,  out  of 
all  the  militia  of  the  reductions,  a  body  of  four 
thoufandmen,  fome  armed  with  arrows,  and  fome 
with  dings  ;  for  as  yet  they  could  only  give  fire¬ 
arms  to  the  officers,  who  amounted  to  three  hun¬ 
dred.  This  little  army  took  pod  in  a  fpot  within 
a  days  march  of  the  enemy,  who  were  already 
remounting  the  little  river  A  caray,  in  three  hun¬ 
dred  pirogues,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  Ma¬ 
meius  and  three  hundred  and  feventy  Tupis. 
But,  notwithdanding  their  inferiority,  they  defpi- 
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fed  the  Neophytes  fo  much,  that,  as  foon  as  they 
received  intelligence  of  their  approach,  they  tugged 
harder  than  ever  at  their  oars  to  join  them. 

The  chriftians  were  polled  in  a  little  gulf,  under 
the  command  of  a  cacique  called  Abiaru ,  who,  fee¬ 
ing  the  enemy  come  towards  them  with  fo  much 
confidence,  thought  proper  to  encreafe  it,  by  pre¬ 
tending  to  fear  them.  He,  therefore,  remounted 
the  Acaray,  with  five  or  fix  pirogues,  as  if  he  only 
intended  to  parley  with  them.  The  Mamelus  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  approach  ^  but,  when  he  was  within 
hearing,  the  commander  ordered  him  to  be  told, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion.  Abiaru,  upon  this,  afiliming  an  air  of  in¬ 
trepidity,  reproached  the  commander,  who  was 
come  forward  to  receive  his  anfwer,  with  the  cruelty 
and  injullice,  with  which  his  nation  had  treated 
chriftians,  who  had  never  given  him  him  the  leaft 
caufe  of  complaint  •,  allured  him,  that  they  were 
all  refolved  to  perilh  rather  than  lofe  their  liberty  ; 
and  added,  that  is  was  a  fhame  for  men,  who  called 
themfelves  chriftans,  to  attempt  to  deprive,  of  ife 
thofe  who  profelfed  the  fame  religion.  f 

The  commander,  inftead  of  making  any  an¬ 
fwer,  ordered  his  little  fleet  to  keep  moving  on, 
till,  at  length,  he  difcovered  that  of  the  Neo¬ 
phytes  making  towards  him  leifurely  in  the  fineft 
order.  The  next  moment,  the  chriftians  began 
the  battle  bv  a  difcharge  of  a  cannon,  which  funk 
three  of  the  enemy’s  pirogues.  The  miflionaries 
and  the  old  men,  with  the  women  and  children, 
were  all  this  time  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  invok¬ 
ing,  with  a  loud  voice,  the  apoftle  of  the  Indies  ; 
nor  was  it  in  vain.  The  enemy,  being  very  roughly 
handled  by  water,  imagined  they  might  have 
better  fortune  alhore  •,  but  they  were  greatly  mif- 
taken.  The  Neophytes  attacked  them  with  fo 
much  refolution,  that  they  mull  have  entirely 
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defeated  them,  had  not  night  favoured  their  re¬ 
treat.  For,  though  Abiaru  had  loft  but  three 
men,  he  thought  better  to  give  his  foldiers,  greatly 
fatigued,  fome  little  refpite,  than  purfue  the  enemy 
in  the  dark,  at  the  rifle  of  falling  into  fome  am  bub 
cade. 

The  next  day,  the  Mamelus  appeared  again  in 
order  of  battle  ^  upon  which  the  Neophytes  like 
wife  formed,  and  marched  up  to  them  ;  and, 
as  the  enemy  had  loft  a  great  number  of  men  the 
preceeding  day,  Abiaru  extended  his  troops  to 
inelofe  them.  He  then  attacked  them  fo  fuddenly, 
that  they  fell  diretly  into  diforder ;  and  what 
followed,  was  rather  a  butchering,  than  a  battle. 
A  fudden  hurricane  having  parted  the  two  armies, 
the  few  Mamelus,  who  remained,  took  advantage 
of  it  to  fly  into  a  wood,  whither,  the  ftorm  having 
foon  abated,  the  Neophytes  purfued  them.  This  pro¬ 
duced  a  third  engagement,  which,  though  carried  on 
in  fmall  parties,  was  attended  with  great  bloodfhed. 
At  laft,  the  enemy,  after  a  pretty  vigorous  refin¬ 
ance,  took  advantage  of  their  fituation  to  retreat. 
The  greateft  lofs  fell  on  the  Tupis,  feveral  of 
whom  came  in  afterwards  and  furrendered  to  the 
chriftians,  being  no  longer  able,  they  faid,  to  put 
up  with  the  pride  and  cruelty  of  the  Mamelus. 
Abiaru’s  lofs,  in  the  two  laft  engagements,  a- 
mounted,  as  in  the  firft,  to  but  three  men  killed 
and  forty  wounded. 

The  Mamelus,  afraid  for  the  future  to  approach 
the  Indians  of  the  reductions,  attacked,  in  fmall 
parties,  fuch  other  Indians,  as  they  could  meetwith. 
But  they  had  foon  reafon  to  grow  Tick  of  this  new 
attempt.  The  Neophytes  of  the  reduction  of  St. 
Therefa,  after  the  definition  of  that  town,  had 
fled  for  refuge  towards  the  great  river  Tebiquari; 
and  fome  wild  Indians,  even  of  thefe  in  alliance 
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with  the  Mamelus,  happening  to  meet  with  a 
party  of  them,  joined  them  as  friends,  and  were 
received  as  fuch.  But,  when  the  banditti  lead:  ex¬ 
pected  it,  they  fell  upon  them,  cut  them  to  pieces ; 
and  then  made  the  belt  of  their  way  to  the  reduc¬ 
tions  on  the  Parana.  Other  wild  Indians,  who  had 
been  attacked  by  two  other  parties  of  thefe  ban¬ 
ditti,  having  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  the  bet¬ 
ter  of  them,  maffacred  them  all  without  mercy. 
From  thefe  little  Ioffes,  which  ferved  greatly  to 
keep  the  new  chriftians  upon  their  guard,  they 
reaped  as  confiderable  advantages,  as  from  their 
.  victories,  which  hadjcoft  twelve  hundred  Mamelus 
their  lives,  and  deftroyed  a  great  part  of  their  aux¬ 
iliary  troops.  The  chief  of  thefe  advantages  was  the 
reunion  of  almoft  all  thofe,  who,  for  fear  of  being 
made  (laves,  had  fled  from  the  reductions,  and 
the  releafe  of  Teveral,  whom  the  Mamelus  had, 
even  lately,  carried  off,  and  whom  they  could  not 
now  keep  fo  good  a  watch  upon,  on  account  of 
the  perpetual  apprehenfions  they  were  under  of 
being  taken  themfelves . 

r  The  reductions,  at  this  time,  enjoyed  a 

•  tranquility  fo  much  the  more  agreeable,  as 
it  feemed  no  longer  in  the  power  of  the  Mamelus 
to  interrupt  it  *,  and  the  form  of  their  government 
had  almoit  attained  the  perfection,  in  which  we 
now  behold  it.  Thofe  in  the  two  provinces  of  Pa¬ 
rana  and  Uruguay  amounted  to  twenty-nine,  in¬ 
cluding  fuch  as  had  been  been  lately  repaired  ;  and 
each  had  two  priefts,  very  much  taken  up  in  re¬ 
viving  the  fervour  of  the  Neophytes,  greatly  abated 
by  their  late  misfortunes,  efpecially  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Uruguay  ;  and  in  taking  proper  mea- 
fures  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  among  them.  But, 
though  the  Mamelus  durft  not  attack  the  reduc¬ 
tions,  they  prowled  about  the  woods  and  defarts  in 
order  to  carry  off  all  the  Indians  they  could  meet 
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with  5  and  a  great  number  of  Indians,  that'  it  had 
not  as  yet  been  poflible  to  rally,  fell  into  their 
hands,  and  were  very  cruelly  treated  by  them. 
Thefe  banditti,  having  attempted  the  virtue  of 
their  female  captives,  murdered  a  widow,  who 
had  refufed  to  comply  with  their  brutal  paf- 
lion ;  a  body  of  the  Neophytes,  as  foon  as  the 
report  of  thefe  diforders  reached  the  reducti¬ 
ons,  took  the  field ;  purfued  the  mifcreants  to 
the  mountains  of  Tape*,  killed  the  greateft  part 
of  them  ^  and  delivered  upwards  of  two  thoufand 
captives,  among  whom  there  happened  to  be  feve- 
ral  infidels,  who  gave  themfelves  up  to  their  deli¬ 
verers  j  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  became  excellent  chrif- 
tians.  This  fuccefs  at  laft  convinced  the  Mamelus, 
that  it  was  dangerous  for  them  to  appear  even  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  redudtions. 

But,  while  the  Jefuits  and  the  new  chriflians 
were  triumphing  over  a  foreign  enemy,  they  were 
daily  approaching  the  danger  of  being  ruined  by  a 
domeftic  one.  This  was  the  celebrated  Don  Ber- 
fiardin  de  Cardenas,  born  in  the  city  of  la  Plata, 
of  a  very  noble  family,  who  had  entered  very 
young  into  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  in  which,  be- 
lides  leading  a  moil  mortified  life,  he  made  fuck 
a  figure,  both  as  a  preacher  and  a  million  ary,  that, 
though  he  had  been  firft  ftripoed  of  the  guar¬ 
dianship  of  the  convent  at  la  Plata,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  indifcretions,  and  afterwards  filenced, 
he  was,  through  the  recommendation  of  one  of  the 
principal  magiflrates  of  the  country,  named  by 
his  catholic  majefly  to  the  bilhoprick  of  the  Al- 
fumption.  Don  Bernardin  had  no  fooner  received 
the  news  of  his  promotion,  than  he  immediately 
began  to  take  all,  if  not  more  liberties  in  the  dio- 
cefe  of  la  Plata,  than  it  entitled  him  to  in  his  own. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  he  gave  the  archbifhop 
juft  reafon  to  write  him  a  letter  civilly  requeuing 
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him  to  go  and  govern  that,  to  which  he  had  been 
named,  in  conformity  to  the  king’s  brevet,  till  he 
jfhould  receive  his  bulls,  and  be  confecrated  ;  it 
being  cuftomary  with  the  chapters  of  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  foon  as  they  receive  the  king’s  brevet,  to 
chufe  the  perfon  named  in  it  to  govern  the  diocefe. 

Don  Bernardin,  convinced  that  this  requeft  was 
but  a  civil  order,  with  which  his  metropolitan 
could  foon  find  means  to  make  him  comply,  im¬ 
mediately  withdrew.  But,  as  he  did  not  chufe  to 
appear  at  the  Aflumption  till  he  had  been  confe¬ 
crated,  he  repaired  to  Salta  in  the  diocefe  of  Tu- 
cuman,  where,  on  the  flrength  of  a  letter,  (the 
authenticity  of  which  has  never  been  proved, 
which,  befides,  was  dated  about  eighteen  months 
before  his  being  named  to  the  bifhoprick  of  the 
Aflumption,)  from  a  cardinal  at  Rome,  mention¬ 
ing  the  expedition  of  his  bulls,  the  jefuits  fettled 
there  gave  him  an  opinion  in  writing,  that  he 
might  be  confecrated,  without  having  them  to  pre- 
fent.  The  jefuits  of  the  univerflty  of  Corduba, 
when  wrote  to  for  a  confirmation  of  this  opinion, 
flatly  contradicted  it.  But  Don  Bernardin  fupprsfled 
this  letter ;  and,  by  producing  the  opinion  of  the 
jefuits  at  Salta,  prevailed  on  Don  Melchior  Mal¬ 
donado,  bifhop  of  Tucuman,  to  confecrate  him. 

Some  time  after  Don  Bernardin  embarked  on  the 
Paraguay  for  the  Aflumption.  On  entering  his 
diocefe,  he  difcovered  two  barks  with  deputies  on 
board,  fent  to  compliment  him  in  the  name 
of  all  the  different  orders  of  that  capital,  and 
prefent  him  with  all  manner  of  refrefliments.  Thefe 
barks  were  followed  by  feveral  others  full  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ranks,  impatient  to  fee  a  bifhop,  of  whom 
they  had  heard  fuch  wonders.  At  nightfall,  he 
begged  they  might  withdraw,  and  leave  him  to 
himfelf  •,  but  the  deputies  anfwered,  that  they  could 

;t  leave  him,  being  charged  to  have  a  ftrid  eye 

to 
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to  the  fecurky  of  his  perfon  ;  but  that  they  would 
take  the  greateil  care  not  to  interrupt  his  reft.. 
Towards  midnight,  they  were  greatly  furprized  to 
find  themfelves  awakened  by  a  long  and  fevere  dis¬ 
cipline,  which  the  prelate  gave  himfelf ;  and,  as 
the  fame  thing  happened  the  following  nights  ;  and 
lie  every  day  pontifically  celebrated  the  divine 
myfieries,  the  banks  of  the  river  and  the  adjacent 
country  continually  rang  with  the  bleffings  given 
him  by  both  Indians  and  Spaniards,  feveral  of 
whom  poked  to  the  capital,  to  announce  the  arri¬ 
val  of  a  fecond  St.  Thomas. 

Don  Bernardin  landed  four  leagues  from  the  city, 
and  entered  a  farm  houfe  belonging  to  the  jefuits, 
who  were  affembled  there  to  receive  him,  and 
were  greatly  furprized  at  the  reception  he  gave 
them,  confidering,  that  he  had  exprdfed  the  great- 
ell  indignation  at  their  brethren  of  Corduba.  But 
the  prelate  had  his  reafons  for  behaving  in  this 
manner.  Refolved,  as  he  was,  to  take  poffeflion 
of  his  biihoprick  the  minute  he  arrived  at  the  Af- 
fumption,  he  was  afraid  of  enereafmg  the  oppo- 
fitiort  he  might  meet ;  and  judged,  that  the  je- 
fuits,  though  they  did  not  approve  his  proceedings, 
would  have  difcretion  enough  not  to  blame  them. 

Don  Bernardin  no  fooner  reached  the  Afiimip- 
lion,  than,  without  waiting  to  be  chofen  by  his 
chapter  to  exercife  the  epifcopal  functions,  kill 
iiis  bulls  fhould  arrive,  he  began  to  a6t  the  part  of 
a  bifhop  in  every  refpecl.  This  determined,  the 
moil  refpedtable  part  of  it,  both  for  number 
and  authority,  not  only  to  oppofe  his  exercifing 
any  jurifdidlion,  but  even  to  feparate  from  him, 
in  order  to  celebrate  the  divine  myfieries  in  feme 
other  church.  None  of  the  regular  clergy,  ex¬ 
cept  the  jefiiits,  had  a  church  fit  for  their  recep¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  feculars  were  afraid  to  give  them 
any,  left  they  might  incur  the  difpleafure  of  their 

new 
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new  bifnop.  The  jefuits,  therefore,  lent  them 
theirs ;  but  not  till  they  had  good  reafon  to  think, 
that  Don  Bernardin  would  not  be  offended  at  it. 

This  irregularity  in  Don  Bernardin  was  loon 
followed  by  ieveral  others  j  fuch  as  taking  the  pa- 
rifh.es,  that  became  vacant,  into  his  own  hands, 
as  well  as  the  revenues  of  them,  and  faying  rnafs 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  on  pretence  that  he  had 
not  priefls  enough  to  anfwer  the  neceffities  of  his 
flock.  But,  his  mortified  life,  his  care  to  make 
his  priefls  pundlually  celebrate  mafs,  and  his  aiTi- 
duity  to  celebrate  it  himfelf  pontifically,  after 
affifling  on  his  knees  at  thofe  laid  by  his  priefls, 
ioined  to  his  daily  exhortations,  made  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  to  make 
moil  of  them  overlook,  what  otherwife  they  could 
not  fail  to  difcover  amifs  in  his  proceedings. 

The  perfon,  whole  efleem  Don  Bernardin  wifh- 
ed  mofl,  in  all  appearance,  to  acquire,  was  the 
governor,  Don  Gregorio  de  Hiniilrofa,  whom, 
therefore,  as  well  as  his  brother,  father  Hiniflrofa, 
a  friar,  he  received,  when  they  came  to  the  cathe¬ 
dral,  with  unufual  honours,  which  the  governor 
often  repaid  with  an  ill-placed  complaifance,  that 
the  bifhop  never  failed  to  make  his  advantage  of. 
Accordingly,  it  was  not  long,  before  Don  Bernar¬ 
din,  taking  it  into  his  head  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
lee  executed  a  lentence  of  demolition,  paffed  feme 
time  before,  by  the  royal  audience  of  Chare  as,  on 
one  of  the  convents  of  the  city,  for  having  been 
built  without  the  king’s  leave,  he  brought  the 
governor  to  alTifl  him  ;  though  no  complaint  had 
been  made  of  the  inhabitants  againfl  the  owners, 
who,  befides,  there  is  great  reafon  to  think  had 
obtained  a  refpite  of  the  fentence,  till  the  pleafure 
of  the  Spanifh  court  could  be  known  on  the  occa- 
fion. 


Some 
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Some  time  after  this,  Don  Bernardin  received 
the  pope’s  bulls,  and  the  king’s  brevets  ;  and  took 
care  to  read  them  himfelf  to  his  flock ;  omitting 
however,  fome  claufes  in  the  firft,  which  deftroyed 
their  validity,  in  confequence  of  the  irregularities 
attending  his  confecration.  He  then  made  a  dif- 
courfe  fuitable  to  the  occaflon,  and  concluded  it 
by  faying,  that  nobody,  he  hoped,  would  any 
longer  doubt  of  his  being  inverted  with  unlimited 
power,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal. 

The  governor  thought  proper  to  difiemble,  for 
the  prefent,  the  offence  which  it  was  impoflible 
for  thefe  words  not  to  give  him.  But  he  foon 
fhewed,  that  he  paid  very  little  regard  to  them,  by 
fending  to  prifon  one  Moralez,  an  ofHcer  of  the 
inquifition,  who  had  quarrelled  with  a  civil  officer^ 
and  even  threatening,  it  is  faid,  to  hang  him.  The 
bifhop,  informed  of  every  thing  by  his  nephew,  a 
friar  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  on  whom,  though 
unworthy  of  them,  by  the  fecular,  or  rather  diflb- 
lute,  life  he  led,  he  had  heaped  many  favours,  on 
account  of  his  having  brought  him  his  bulls  and 
brevets  ;  and  fpirited  up  by  his  reprefenting  to  him 
the  right  of  Moralez  not  to  be  profecuted  in  any 
fecular  tribunal,  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
prifon,  with  the  holy  facrament  in  his  hands,  to 
demand  the  difchar^e  of  Moralez :  and,  on  the 
gaoler’s  refufing  to  comply,  ordered  a  table  to  be 
brought  out,  and  placed  the  veflfel,  carrying  the 
holy  facrament,  upon  it. 

The  redtor  of  the  college,  who  happened  to 
come  by,  while  the  bifhop  and  his  attendants  were 
waiting  to  fee  Moralez  difcharged,  having  exhauft- 
ed,  to  no  purpofe,  all  his  rhetorick,  at  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  expofing  the  facrament,  and  even  the 
epifcopal  dignity,  in  fuch  a  place,  and  on  fuch  an 
occafion  ;  and  thinking  that  the  releafe  of  Moralez 
would  be  the  leaft  of  the  two  evils,  repaired  to  the 

gover- 
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governor,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  confent  to 
it.  Don  Bernardin,  not  fatisfied  with  this  victory* 
thought  proper  to  fend  to  the  governor  for  the 
money  and  papers  feized  at  Moralez’s  houfe ;  and 
the  governor  was  weak  enough  to  return  them,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  remonftrances  of  his  brother  againlt 
it,  who  tho’  an  ecclefiaftick,  and  even  a  friar,  had 
too  much  good  fenfe  and  Spirit,  not  to  openly  cen- 
fare  the  indecency  and  illegality  of  the  bilhop’s 
proceedings.  Don  Bernardin  then  gave  Moralez 
the  tonfure  and  the  minor  orders,  thinking  there¬ 
by  to  keep  him  ftill  further  out  of  the  governor’s 
reach.  This  adventure  proved  ample  matter  of 
joke  to  many,  who  could  fee,  with  indifference,  the 
fpiritua!  power  fo  abufed,  and  the  civil  fo  defpifed- 
It  was,  they  faid,  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  bifhop 
and  the  governor  Ihould  never  agree,  fince  their 
agreeing  had  produced  the  demolition  of  a  church  ; 
and  their  disagreeing,  the  enlargement  of  a  pri- 
foner. 

Whatever  the  governor’s  motives  might  be,  in 
thus  tamely  fubmitting  to  the  indignities  offered 
him  by  the  bifhop,  he  foon  proved  that  it  was  not 
avarice.  The  bifhop,  having  expreffed  a  liking 
for  fome  plate  of  his,  as  fit  for  the  church, 
the  governor  immediately  lent  it  to  him,  and  or¬ 
dered  it  to  be  prefented  to  him  in  the  church,  that 
the  people  might  fee  that  he  retained  no  animofity 
againft  him.  In  return,  the  bifhop,  on  receiving 
the  prefent,  fpoke  greatly  in  favour  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  ;  but  he  had,  it  feems,  his  views  in  fo  doing  : 
for  the  moment  he  had  finiflied  his  harangue  to 
the  people,  he  called  to  the  governor’s  meffengers, 
and  told  them,  that  all  he  now  wanted  was  the 
bafon  and  ewers  which  he  had  leen  at  their  mailer’s. 
Don  Gregorio,  on  hearing  it,  immediately  fent 
them,  with  affurances,  that  he  had  nothing  to  which 
Don  Bernardin  was  not  perfectly  welcome. 


This 


4i6  THE  HISTORY 

Thts  was  promifmg  too  much,  to  one  of  Don 
Bernardin’s  character  j  accordingly,  Don  Gregorio 
had  foon  reafon  to  repent  it.  Thefe  firft  demands 
of  the  bifhop  were  immediately  followed  by  fuch 
others,  as  the  governor  could  not  comply  with, 
without  betraying  the  rights  of  others,  as  he  had 
before  done  his  own ;  and  his  refufal  to  comply, 
with  fuch  indecent  ufage,  as  the  governor  could 
not  help  returning,  by  reproaching  the  bifhop  with 
his  avarice,  and  the  fcandals  he  permitted  in  his 
houfe.  The  bifhop,  pierced  to  the  quick  by  fuch 
unexpected  accufations,  the  more  mortifying  by 
being  juft,  a  defied  to  confider  them  as  a  calumny  ^ 
and  a  few  days  after  excommunicated  the  gover¬ 
nor,  who,  thereupon,  rather  than  give  occafion  to 
any  fcandal,  voluntarily  abfented  himfelf  from  a 
proceffion,  in  which  he  was  to  carry  the  royal 
ftandard. 

Great  as  the  governor’s  moderation  mud  have 
been,  to  behave  in  this  manner,  it  did  not  fatisfy 
father  Cardenas,  the  bifhop’s  nephew,  who,  there¬ 
fore,  infulted  him  openly  in  the  ftreets.  Though 
the  governor  made  no  return  to  thefe  infults,  for 
the  prefent,  but  by  defiring  father  Cardenas,  not 
to  tempt  him  any  further ;  he  did  not  forget  them*, 
and  he  accordingly  came  fame  days  after,  with  an 
armed  force,  to  ieize  him  in  his  uncle’s  palace. 
But  not  only  father  Cardenas  dipt  out  of  his  hands, 
but  the  bifhop  excommunicated  him  again,  with 
all  the  foldiers  who  accompanied  him ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  impofed  a  fine  of  fifty  crowns  upon 
every  one  of  them. 

But,  when  the  bifhop’s  anger  cooled  a  little,  he 
thought  better  of  the  matter,  and  fent  word  to 
the  governor,  that  he  was  very  well  dilpofed  to 
abfolve  him.  Though  Don  Gregorio  made  no 
oreat  account  of  the  firft  excommunication,  the 
fecond  gave  him  feme  uneafmefs ;  fo  that  he  was 

very 
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very  glad  that  the  bifhop  lhould  thus,  of  himfelf, 
offer  to  abfolve  him.  He,  therefore,  immediately- 
repaired  to  the  epifcopal  palace,  and  threw  himfelf 
on  his  knees,  the  moment  he  came  into  the  bifhop’s 
prefence.  The  bifhop,  furprized  and  difconcerted, 
did  the  fame.  The  governor,  then,  called  for  the 
bifhop’s  hand,  to  kifs  it.  The  bifhop,  in  his  turn, 
defired  to  kifs  the  governor’s ;  and  would  have 
done  it,  if  the  redtor  of  the  college,  who  happened 
to  be  prefent,  had  not  interpofed.  To  fee  the  go¬ 
vernor,  and  the  bifhop,  placed  oppofite  to  each 
other,  in  this  pofture,  it  would  have  been  hard  to 
'  guefs,  which  was  the  judge,  and  which  the  culprit. 
At  length,  the  bifhop  abfolved  the  governor  and 
his  foldiers  from  the  ecclefiaflical  cenfure,  which 
they  had  incurred ;  but  infilled  on  the  latter’s 
paying  the  fine  of  fifty  crowns,  impofed  upon 
them. 

By  this  time,  the  bifhop  had  taken  fuch  a  liking 
to  the  fpiritual  arms  of  the  church,  which  ought 
never  to  be  ufed,  but  againft  fpiritual  tranfgreffors 
guilty  of  fcandal,  and  merely  to  deprive  them  of 
a  participation  in  fpiritual  matters;  that  he  em¬ 
ployed  them,  indifferently,  againfl  all  tranfgref¬ 
fors,  and  in  all  matters ;  fo  as  to  bring  them,  at 
lafl,  into  almofl  general  contempt.  He  affedted 
to  confider  every  one,  who  gave  him  any  perfonal 
affront,  as  an  enemy  to  the  church;  and  every 
one  who  fhewed  him  any  perfonal  refpedt,  as  her 
friend.  The  governor,  on  his  fide,  betrayed  great 
weaknefs  in  the  exercife  of  his  temporal  authority ; 
fometimes  carrying  it  farther  than  there  was  any 
occafion  for ;  and,  at  other  times,  fhewing  equal 
remiffnefs  in  the  exercife  of  it.  But,  though  the 
bifhop  was  much  more  to  blame  than  the  governor, 
the  great  fhew  of  piety  which  he  frill  made,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  great  flow  of  eloquence,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  tears  and  fighs,  and  the  affectation  of 
Vol.I.  Ff  ‘  fome 
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fome  extraordinary  gifts,  fo  captivated  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  his  dioceie,  that  he  was  permitted  to  go 
the  molt  unufual  lengths  *,  excommunicating  the 
governor  again  and  again,  and  the  other  officers 
moft  necefiary  to  the  due  adminiftration  of  civil 
juftice  *,  and  taxing  their  abfolution  at  moft  extra¬ 
ordinary  fums,  in  matters  not  within  his  jurifdic- 
tion*,  or,  if  they  were,  for  offences  fo  flight  in 
themfelves,  or  committed  in  confequence  of  fuch 
provocation,  as  by  no  means  to  deferve  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  animadverfion.  At  length,  he  repeatedly 
interdicted  feveral  convents,  and  even  almoft  all 
£he  churches  and  priefts  of  the  capital,  from  a  fpi- 
xit  of  refentment  againft  a  few  individuals. 

As  the  governor  had  but  too  juft  reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  father  de  Cardenas,  beffde.s  his  having 
infulted  the  royal  authority,  in  the  perfon  of  the 
king’s  reprefentative,  and  difturbed  the  public 
peace  by  his  converfation  and  libels,  was  the 
chief  promoter  of  all  his  uncle’s  violences,  he, 
even  without  confulting  his  brother,  took  him  one 
night,  by  force,  out  of  the  Francifcan  convent, 
the  guardian  of  which  had  refufed  to  give  him  up 
by  fair  means,  on  pretence  of  his  being  of  the 
bifhop’s  houfhold,  as  the  bifhop  had  done  before, 
on  pretence  of  his  belonging  to  the  convent ;  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  left,  bound  hand  and  foot,  on  an 
eminence  in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river ;  and,  when  he  had  remained  there  for 
two  days,  in  that  condition,  without  any  nouri fit¬ 
ment,  or  any  bed  to  lie  on,  but  the  bare  earth, 
and  expofed  to  all  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  and 
ftings  of  every  kind  of  infeCl,  fent  him  to  Corri- 
entes,  on  board  an  Indian  bark,  wrapped  up  in  a 
woman’s  cap  and  cloak,  and  with  a  very  fmall 
quantity  of  bifcuit  and  fait  meat  to  fubfift  .on,  du¬ 
ring  the  voyage.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bifhop, 
fulpeCting  father  Hiniftrofa  to  be  the  chief  pro¬ 
moter 
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moter  of  this  violence  of  his  brother,  and  the 
fpirit  of  refiftence  he  now  began  to  fhew,  baniflhed 
him  the  diocefe. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  was  eonfufion  in  the  ca¬ 
pital.  The  governor  and  the  bifhop  no  longer 
kept  any  meafures  with  each  other;  and  all  the 
inhabitants  fided  with  one  or  the  other,  according 
as  their  views  or  interefls  diredled  them.  Don 
Gregorio  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  making  him- 
felf  mailer  of  the  bilhop’s  perfon,  who,  on  his 
fide,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  ieize  that  of 
the  governor,  when  he  thought  he  had  fufficiently 
inflamed  his  flock  againil  him ;  and  nothing  was 
now  to  be  heard,  in  every  quarter  of  the  city,  bus 
the  confuied  and  alarming  noife  of  bells,  drums, 
and  trumpets. 

The  jefuits  were  amongil  thofc,  who  alternately 
experienced  Don  Bernardin’s  good  or  ill  will ; 
and  that,  very  often,  in  one  and  the  fame  day, 
both  from  the  pulpit,  and  in  private  converfation. 
In  his  firft  letters  to  the  king,  he  reprefented  them 
as  the  only  ecclefiailicks  duly  qualified  for  the  ar¬ 
duous  talk  of  civilizing,  and  converting  the  In¬ 
dians.  But  he,  at  length,  fo  entirely  changed  his 
note,  that  he  inveighed  againfl:  them,  as  perfons 
guilty  of  high  treafon,  by  depriving  the  crown  of 
fo  many  vaflals  ;  and  even  rapine,  by  robbing  the 
fubjedts  of  fo  many  fervants ;  though  he  could  not 
but  know,  that  their  ftrenuous  defence  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  from  the  drudgery  of  perfonal  fervice,  was 
what  had  moft  contributed  to  their  fuccefs  in 
reducing  them. 

Don  Bernardin,  at  laft,  tired  with  that 
confuflon,  of  which  he  had  been  the  foie 
author,  and  not  having  difcretion  or  refolution 
enough  to  put  an  end  to  it,  by  abfolving  the  ob- 
jedls  of  his  anger  and  avarice  from  the  heavy  ex- 
communications  and  fines  he  had  impofed  upon 
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them,  thought  the  bell  thing  he  could  do,  was  to 
leave  them  all  to  themSelves.  He  therefore  em-. 
barked  on  the  Paraguay,  on  Whitfun-eve,  leaving 
with  his  vicar  a  written  order,  for  the  interdiction 
of  divine  iervice,  in  all  places  where  the  gover¬ 
nor  might  happen  to  be.  But  the  chapter,  out  of 
refpe£t  to  fo  great  a  folemnity,  hindered  the  vicar 
from  publiffiing  it,  till  the  Monday  following 
when  the  names  of  the  governor  and  Several  ethers 
were  found  ftuck  up  on  the  excommunication  table 
without  any  caufe  being  affigned  for  excommu¬ 
nicating  them.  Many  perfons  confidered  fo  irre¬ 
gular  an  a6t,  as  null  and  void  in  itfelf;  fo  that 
fome  churches  were  kept  conftantly  open,  and 
'  others  constantly  Shut.  The  governor,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  alledged,  that,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  he 
could  not  be  confidered  as  a  perfon  exteriorly  ex¬ 
communicated,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  abfolved. 
The  j efuits,  being  obliged  to  fpeak  on  the  occafion, 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that,  as  he  had  no  war  on 
his  hands,  he  Should,  however,  to  avoid  giving 
Scandal,  consider  himfelf  as  fuch,  till  abfolved  by 
the  biShop  himfelf.  But  the  friars  of  two  other 
convents  deciding,  that  the  vicar-general  ought  to 
abfolve  him,  Don  Gregorio  went,  for  that  purpofe* 
at  the  head  of  his  garrifon,  to  the  vicar’s  houfe, 
and,  on  his  refufing  to  do  it,  ordered  the  doors 
and  windows  to  be  nailed  up  ;  and  then  fent  him 
word,  that,  till  he  did,  no  one  Should  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  in  or  out.  But  the  vicar-general 
holding  out  notwithstanding,  the  governor,  tired 
with  waiting,  difmifled  his  troops,  and  retired. 

On  his  return  home,  he  caufed  depofitions  to  be 
taken  of  all  the  diforders  committed  or  occa¬ 
sioned  by  Don  Bernardin,  Since  his  arrival  in  his 
diocefe  *,  and  fent  them  to  the  royal  audience  of 
Chatcas.  Don  Bernardin,  on  the  news  of  it,  fent 
feme  memorials  to  the  fame  tribunal,  in  which  he 
,J  charged 
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charged  the  governor,  upon  oath,  with  the  moft 
odious  crimes.  This,  however,  proved  a  fortu¬ 
nate  ftep  for  both  the  governor  and  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  as  it  furnifhed  father  Truxillo,  aFran- 
cifcan,  whom  the  bifhop  had  appointed  his  vice¬ 
gerent  and  vicar-general,  with  full  power  to  take 
off  the  interdict  and  abfolve  of  all  cenfures,  a  juft 
motive  for  reftoring  tranquility.  For,  finding,  that 
both  interdict  and  excommunications  were  fo  ill 
grounded,  he  took  them  all  off,  in  confideration 
of  the  affair  being  removed,  both  as  civil  and  cri¬ 
minal,  before  the  fuperior  tribunals ;  and  tha 
parties  excommunicated  binding  themfelves  in 
body  and  goods,  to  fubmit  to  the  fentence  of  fuch 
fuperior  courts.  This  ftep  of  father  Truxillo’s  was 
productive  of  what  fome  deemed  a  ftill  happier 
confequence  :  it  produced  in  Don  Bernardin  fo 
violent  a  hurry  to  get  back  to  the  Affumption, 
that,  though  he  had  taken  into  his  head  to  vifit 
thef  reductions  under  the  jefuits,  which  might  have 
poffibly  been  ruined,  even  by  his  zeal  to  forward 
them  *  and  one  of  their  pallors  was  come  to  con¬ 
duct  him,  with  a  party  of  Indians,  and  every 
thing  requifite  to  make  his  vifit  fafe  and  agreeable 
to  him  ;  he  juft  gave  himfelf  time  to  pafs  through 
one  of  them. 

But  great  as  his  hurry  was,  he  thought  proper 
to  flop  fhort  at  Yaguaron,  a  large  Indian  town 
eight  leagues  from  the  Affumption  and,  to  avoid 
being  interrupted  there,  iffued  a  ftrong  order,  for¬ 
bidding  all  perfons,  except  the  regular  clergy,  to 
come  there  without  his  leave,  under  pain  of  excom¬ 
munication,  and  a  fine  of  fifty  crowns.  Having  after¬ 
wards  invited,  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  Don 
Diego  Pontius  de  Leon,  treafurer  of  his  chapter  * 
and  Don  Ferdinand  Sanchez,  another  of  his  canons; 
to  come  and  fee  him  •,  inftead  of  giving  them  the  re¬ 
ception  they  expeCled,  he  abufed  them  as  traitors  to 
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their  bifhop  and  the  church  ;  and  then,  without 
permitting  them  to  utter  a  fingle fyllable,  ordered' 
them  to  be  Jfhut  up  feparately  in  different  rooms, 
where  they  continued,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fuperiors  of 
the  feveral  convents  of  theAffumption  could  do,  for 
the  fpace  of  forty  days,  when  they  had  the  good 
fortune  to  make  their  efcape  *,  the  treasurer,  to  Cor- 
rientes  ;  the  canon,  to  the  Affumption,  where 
he  took  refuge  in  the  houfe  of  the  governor,  who 
gave  him  a  very  friendly  reception. 

Now,  at  length,  Don  Gregorio,  thefe  two  eccle- 
fiafticks,  and  all  others  whowilhed  well  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  or  ill  to  the  bifhop,  began  to  deliberate  on 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  from  the  jurifdidtion 
of  a  prelate,  who,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
vice-provincials  of  the  francifcans  and  dominicans, 
ftrongly  fupported  by  the  canons  arguments,  never 
had  any  •,  and  foon  refolved  upon  doing  it.  But, 
unfortunately  for  the  peace  of  the  province, 
the  bifhop  happening  to  get  intelligence  of  it,  pub- 
lifhed  an  ordinance,  declaring  null  and  void  all  the 
abfolutions  given  by  father  Truxillo.  Soon  after, 
he  publifhed  a  fentence  of  excommunication  again  ft 
the  treafurer  and  canon  ;  an  inhibition  to  treat  with 
or  even  fpeak  to  the  governor  *,  and,  at  length, 
laid  the  whole  city  under  an  interdict,  Chriftmas 
day  and  that  of  the  Circumcifion,  in  the  church  of 
the  college,  only  excepted.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
thought  proper  to  add  to  thefe  diforders  by  ex¬ 
empting,  of  his  own  authority,  feveral  Indians 
bound  to  perfonal  fervice  *,  particularly  all  thofe 
belonging  to  the  perfons  he  had  excommunicated. 

The  governor,  deeply  affedted  at  fo  many  difor¬ 
ders,  and  unable  to  remedy  them,  the  fear  people 
had  conceived  of  the  bifhop  having  almoft  entirely 
annihilated  his  authority,  at  laft  refolved  to  be 
reconciled  to  him,  and  repaired  for  that  purpofe  to 
Y  aguaron,  attended  only  by  his  fee  ret  ary  and  a 

few 
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few  officers.  On  his  arrival,  he  could  not  find  a 
houfe  willing  to  receive  him,  nor  did  any  one  offer 
to  do  him  the  leaft  fervice  j  all  avoiding  him  as  an 
excommunicated  perfon.  However,  as  hefincerely 
defired  to  be  abfolved,  he  refolved  to  drink 
the  cup  to  the  very  lees  ;  and  Don  Bernardin, 
on  his  fide,  took  not  the  leaft  pains  to  lefien  the 
bitternefs  of  it.  Not  content  with  feeing  Don 
Gregorio  at  his  feet,  he  gave  him  only  a  condi¬ 
tional  abfolution,  nor  even  that,  untill  he  had 
bound  himfelf  by  oath  and  in  writing,  to  pay  a  fine 
laid  on  him  of  four  thoufand  arobes  of  the  herb  of 
Paraguay.  He  even  thought  proper  that  aP  the 
inhabitants  ftiould  be  witnelfes  to  their  governor’s 
humiliation  and,  before  he  abfolved  him,  repri¬ 
manded  him  with  as  little  ceremony  as  he  would 
have  done  a  man  of  the  lowed  rank,  convicted  of 
the  moft  enormous  tranfgreffions. 

The  governor’s  example  was  followed  by  a  great 
number  of  other  excommunicated  perfons,  who 
repaired  to  Yaguaron  in  a  body,  thinking  they 
might,  thereby,  make  the  greater  impreffion  on 
thtrbifhop  ;  but  they  had  no  better  fuccefs.  After 
taxing  them  with  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  and 
terrifying  many  of  them  by  the  relation  of  fome 
vifions,  in  which  he  pretended  that  not  only  all 
the  powers  he  had  affumed,  had  been  ratified  and 
enlarged,  but*the  ufe  he  had  made  of  them  approv¬ 
ed  *,  and  infilling  that  all  nature  was  in  his  power 
to  deftroy  the  enemies  of  the  church,  he  abfolved 
them  on  their  binding  themfelves,  by  oath  and  in 
writing,  to  pay  fines,  which  not  one  of  them 
was  able  to  pay.  Another  excommunicated  perfon, 
even  one  of  thofe  who  had  a  hand  in  the  car¬ 
rying  off  of  father  de  Cardenas,  fucceeded  better 
by  the  following  ftratagem.  He  repaired  to 
Yaguaron  in  the  habit  of  a  penitent  with  a  fcourge 
in  his  hand  ;  and,  asfoon  as  he  came  within  fight 
of  the  bifhop,  who  then  happened  to  be  in  the 
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c  hurch,  laid  the  ftrokes  on  his  ffioulders  fo  heavily, 
crying  out  all  the  while,  cc  mercy,  mercy,”  that 
the  bifhop  took  him  up,  embraced  him,  loaded 
him  with  praifes  and  favours,  and  difmifled  him 
without  any  condition. 

On  the  Maundy  Thurfday  following,  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  judges  took  it  into  their  heads  to  open  an 
office  in  the  choir  to  receive  I  know  not  what  church 
dues  j  and  told  all  thofe  who  prefented  themfelves 
to  pay  them,  that,  if  they  had  communicated  with 
excommunicated  perfons,  they  had  themfelves  in¬ 
curred  the  fame  cenfures,  and  could  not  be  ab« 
folved  from  them,  till  they  ffiould  bind  themfelves, 
by  oath  and  in  writing,  tofubmit  to  .the  conditions 
that  might  be  impofed  on  them.  Mod  of  them 
figned  rather  than  be  deprived  of  the  facraments  at 
fo  holy  a  feafon.  Two,  who,  without  making  any 
fubmiffion,  had  dept  in  the  croud,  one  to  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  confeffion,  and  the  other  to  the  Lord’s  table, 
were,  on  difcovery,  thrud  out.  The  news  of  thefe 
abominable  proceedings  greatly  exafperated  the 
camp  mailer  general,  Don  Sebadian  de  Leon,  who, 
having  been  excommunicated  by  the  bifhop,  chofe 
to  continue  fo,  rather  than  fubmit  to  be  the  victim 
of  his  avarice,  or  rather  that  of  thofe  about  him, 
and  the  tool  of  his  vengeance  againd  the  governor. 
He,  therefore,  repaired  to  the  cathedral  *,  and,  after 
reproaching  the  judges  with  their  felling  their  m af¬ 
ter,  like  Judas,  threatened,  if  they  did  not  immedi¬ 
ately  defid  from  their  fimoniacal  dealings,  to  drive 
them  with  his  belt  out  of  the  houfe  of  God,  which 
they  thus  profaned,  not  by  felling  beads  and  birds 
for  the  facrifice,  but  the  facrifice  itfelf. 

This  military  reprimand  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
all  thofe,  who  had  not  as  yet  complied  with  the  con¬ 
ditions  required  of  them,  were  admitted  to  the  fa¬ 
craments  without  it  •,  and  thofe  who  had,  but  were 
unable  to  pay  the  tax  impofed  on  them,  had  it  re¬ 
duced 
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duced  to  one  fifth  by  the  licentiate,  Don  Francis 
Chaparro  *,  who,  afterwards,  on  the  bifhop’s  dif- 
covering  what  he  had  done,  and  fining  hini  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  herb  of  Paraguay,  affem* 
bled  all  thofe  from  whom  he  had  taken  any  obli¬ 
gations,  tore  the  obligations  to  pieces  ;  declar¬ 
ing  to  the  perfons  who  had  given  them,  that 
they  no  longer  owed  any  thing. 

These  aiforders  were  followed  by  ftill  greater  * 
the  biftiop  taking  upon  him  to  levy,  by  force,  the 
fines  impofed  by  him,  fo  as  to  fill  the  whole  pro¬ 
vince  with  terror  and  confufion,  efpecially  as  the 
.Indians  given  in  command  were  treated  as  pri¬ 
vate  property,  and  wrefted  from  their  encommen- 
deroes,  not  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  but  to  pafs 
over  to  the  fervice  of  the  biftiop,  his  officers  and. 
confidants.  In  a  word,  he  afifumed  to  himfelf  the 
exercife  of  all  royal  as  well  as  epifcopal  jurifdic- 
tion  ;  the  governor,  for  a  long  time  not  intervening 
further,  than  to  refcue  out  of  his  hands  fome  In¬ 
dians,  whom  their  encommenderoes  had  forfeited, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  the  herb  of  Paraguay. 

This  vigorous  ftep  of  the  governor  proved  the 
caufe  of  another  rupture  between  him  and  the  bi¬ 
ftiop,  who  immediately  fummoned  the  governor  to 
the  payment  of  his  fine  of  Paraguay, (though  he  had 
already  paid  it  to  the  perfon  commiffioned  by  the  bi- 
ffiop  to  receive  it)  becaufeit  had  never  reached  his 
hands,  having  perifhed  on  the  wray,  part  of  it  by  be¬ 
ing  put  on  board  a  leaky  boat,  and  the  reft  fome 
other  way.  Befides,  Don  Gregorio  infilled  that  he 
had  no  more  to  give.  Upon  this,  notwithftanding, 
Don  Bernardin  declared  the  governor  relapled  into 
his  former  excommunication  •,  thundered  out  a  new 
one  againft  him,  for  new  excefies  againft  the 
church  i  and  forbid  ail  manner  of  perfons  to  com¬ 
municate  with  him,  render  him  any  fervice,  or 
obey  him  under  the  fame  penalties,  and  that  of  be- 


426  THE  HISTORY 

being  baniffied  the  province.  Thefe  frefli  excefles  a~ 
gainlt  the  governor  were  followed  by  new  interdidfs 
againft  the  feveral  religious  orders, and  freffi  outrages 
againft  the  jefuits  in  particular  j  fo  that  in  a  Ihort 
time  it  became  dangerous  to  adminifter  any  fpiritual 
affiftance  to  the  lick,  though  the  town  was  afflidted 
with  a  contagious  difeafe,  or  even  bury  the  dead 
in  confecrated  ground  ;  the  biffiop  refufing  to  take 
off  his  cenfures  in  fpite  of  all  the  reprefentations 
jriade  to  him  by  the  molt  refpedtable  perfons.  In 
the  midlt  of  this  cliftrefs,  three  hundred  Guaycurus 
appeared  in  fight  of  the  capital,  to  the  great  terror 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  faw  the  hands  of  their 
governor  and  his  officers  tied  up  by  the  rafh  decree 
Mf  the  prelate,  to  whom,  therefore,  new  reprefen™ 
rations  were  made  by  the  chapter  in  a  body  ;  the  in¬ 
habitants  not  chufing  that  the  governor*  however 
willing,  ffiould  leave  them  for  that  purpoie.  But 
the  biffiop  would  pay  no  regard  to  the  chapter’s 
interposition.  At  length,  however,  he  confented 
to  take  off  the  interdidVand  fufpend  the  governor’s 
excommunication  for  fifteen  days,  on  his  giving 
frefli  fecurity,  at  the  interceffion  of  a  Devota  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  the  Guaycurus  difappeared  *,  but 
the  war  broke  out  again  between  the  biffiop  and 
the  governor  with  redoubled  violence  and  fury. 
r  Don  Gregorio  had  juft  received  a  letter 
*  from  the  marquis  de  la  Mancera,  viceroy 
of  Peru,  with  orders  not  to  tolerate  any  longer  the 
oppreffion  under  which  the  inhabitants  of  his  pro¬ 
vince  were  groaning,  nor  the  contempt  of  his  own 
auhority  ;  to  reeftabiiffi  every  thing  on  the  footing 
prefcribed  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  ;  and  oblige 
the  biffiop  to  confine  himfelf  within  the  bounds 
of  his  jurifdidlion,  which  was  merely  fpiritual,  The 
governor,  on  the  perufal  of  this  letter,  felt  a  re¬ 
turn  of  all  his  former  courage,  and  refolved  to  ex- 
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fufficiently  know  himfelf  •,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
had  to  deal  with  a  man,  to  whom  he  had  but  too 
well  made  himfelf  known. 

The  governor  began  by  taking  a  general  re¬ 
view  of  his  troops  *,  and  then,  in  obedience  to  the 
viceroy,  ordered  all  the  Portugueze  eitablifhed  at 
the  AlTumption  to  fet  out  for  Santafe  ;  gave  no¬ 
tice  to  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ca¬ 
pital,  that  he  intended  to  vifit  them  ;  •  and  defired 
they  might  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  execute 
the  orders  of  his  majefty  with  which  he  was  entrufted. 
Don  Bernardin,  confidering*  himfelf  as  the  object  of 
them,  immediately  fent  to  the  AlTumption  orders 
to  declare  that  the  governor  fhould  be  Hill  confi- 
dered  as  an  excommunicated  perfon,  the  fifteen 
days,  during  which  his  excommunication  had  been 
fufpended,  being  elapfed  *,  and  to  forbid  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  country,  whether  Spaniards  or 
Indians,  to  join  him  on  pain  of  incurring  the  hea- 
yiefi:  cenfures  he  could  lay  pnthem. 

Don  Gregorio,  on  his  fide,  gave  out  that  he  was 
to  execute  a  very  important  commiflion  for  the  fiy- 
vice  of  the  king  *,  and  applied  in  his  majefty’s  name 
to  have  his  cenfures  taken  off  •,  but  all  the  anfvver 
he  could  obtain,  was,  that  the  bifhop  alone  could 
grant  his  requeft,  upon  which  he  immediately  let 
out  for  Yaguaron.  On  his  arrival  at  Ita,  he  met 
the  licentiate  Don  Pedro  Navarro,  who  ferved  him 
with  an  order  in  writing  not  to  proceed  any  further, 
on  pain  of  a  major  excommunication,  and  a  heavy 
fine,  for  him  and  all  thofe  who  fhould  follow  him. 
Don  Gregorio  refufed  to  liften  to  this  a6t,  on 

O 

pretence  that  it  fhould  be  ferved  by  a  notary, 
upon  which  the  licentiate  laid  the  town  under  an 
interdidi.  Don  Gregorio,  on  his  arrival  at  Ya- 
o-uaron,  went  ftrait  to  the  church  with  all  his  reti- 
nue  •,  and  the  fight  of  hint  (truck  fo  much  terror 
into  Don  Bernardin,  that  he  thought  proper  to  ab- 

folvc 
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folve  him.  He  then  embraced  him  ;  celebrated 
high  mafs  ;  preached  atcording  to  cuftom  after 
the  gofpel  j  loaded  Don  Gregorio  with  praifes ; 
^Lnd  invited  him  to  dinner,  during  which  not  a 
word  was  faid  of  their  paft  diffentions.  Dinner 
being  over,,  the  governor  requeued  the  bifhop  to 
fufpend  the  interdidl  of  the  capital,  at  leaft  till 
after  the  feaft  of  the  A ffumption,  by  which  it  was 
called  *,  and  the  bifhop  very  gracioufly  complied  » 
fo  that  this  reconciliation  had  all  the  air  of  being  a 
very  perfect  and  fincere  one. 

At  the  fame  time,  father  Lopez,  the  provincial 
©f  the  Dominicans,  obtained  leave  to  rebuild  the 
convent  of  his  order  at  the  Affumption,  which  the 
bifhop  had,  demoliihed  ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  the 
Affumption,  where,  by  the  bifhop’s  orders,  he  was 
received  with  great  honours,  immediately  fet  about 
k„  This  favour  to  the  Dominicans  was  attended 
with  marks  of  the  ftrongeft  diilike  to  the  jefuits, 
whole  grammar  and  other  fchools  he  foon  after 
commanded  to  be  fhut  up. 

Some  days  after  he  iffued  an  ordinance  depriving 
all  the  regular  priefts  of  the  power  of  preaching 
and  abfolving  ;  but  he  foon  reftored  it  to  them  all, 
except  the  jefuits.  The  recftor,  upon  this,  imme¬ 
diately  waited  on  the  grand  vicar,  to  beg  of  him  to 
order  all  the  priefts  of  his  houfe  to  be  examined  ; 
and,  if  he  judged  them  capable,  to  give  them  the 
fame  powers  hehad  done  to  others.  The  grand  vicar 
anfwered  that  he  would  write  about  it  to  the  bifhop; 
and  he  did  fo,  accordingly.  The  bifhop  anfwered 
that  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  capacity 
©f  the  jefuits,  but  that  it  imported  the  fervice  of 
God  not  to  permit  them  to  adminifter  the  facra- 
meats,  or  preach.  He  could  not,  however,  be 
veryeafy  in  regard  to  this  inhibition,  as  hehad  ob- 
fci'ved  no  formality  in  ifiiuflg  it  >  and  .could  not 

doubt 
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doubt  of  the  complaint,  made  againft  him  to  the 
royal  audience  of  Charcas,  having  made  great  im- 
predion  on  the  members  of  it. 

For  thefe  and  many  other  reafbns,  he  thought 
it  behoved  him  to  make  the  governor  approve 
of  his  defigns  againft  the  jefuits,  or  at  leaft  engage 
him  not  to  oppoie  them.  For  this  purpofe,  he  had 
feveral  conferences  with  him,  in  which  he  did  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  perfuade  him,  that  the  good 
intelligence,  which  reigned  between  them  for  fome 
time  after  his  arrival  in  his  diocefe,  would  never 
have  been  interrupted,  had  it  not  been  for  a  let  of 
men,  who  regulated  all  their  actions  by  the  max¬ 
ims  of  a  moft  dangerous  policy  ;  that  they  had, 
in  particular,  improved  the  carrying  off  of  father 
Cardenas,  to  exafperate  him  ^  adding,  that  he  now 
plainly  faw  they  had  hurried  him  to  great  lengths ; 
and  that  he  wras  defirous  of  making  reparation  for 
any  excels  committed  againft  him ;  that  he  was 
ftill  the  more  difpofed  to  it,  by  what  he  had  heard 
of  his  family  from  the  provincial  of  the  Domini¬ 
cans,  who  had  told  him,  among  other  things,  that 
he  had  a  daughter  in  Chili,  whofe  fortune  was 
neither  anfwerable  to  her  family  por  her  merit  * 
that  he  woiftd  be  glad  to  contribute  to  eftablifh 
her  in  a  lift  table  marine1*  *,  and  that  he,  therefore, 
forgave  him  the  four  thouiand  crowns  he  ftiii 
owTed  for  the  abfolution  from  the  cenfures  he  had 
incurred  •,  that  he  would  render  a  favourable  fen- 
tence  in  regard  to  the  outrage  he  had  offered  his 
nephew,  by  expofing  properly  the  exceftes  com¬ 
mitted  by  that  religious  againft  his  perlbn.  To 
thefe  he  added  feveral  other  promifes,  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  afturing  him,  that  he  would  always  have 
his  intereft  at  heart,  where  it  did  not  clalh  with  the 
rights  of  the  church,  for  which  he  was  refolved  to 
fa^crihce  every  thing,  even  his  life,  as.  every  goed 
b-ifhop  ought  to  dp, 
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A  few  days  after,  Don  Gregorio  received  a  vifil 
from  the  provincial  of  the  Dominicans,  who  began 
by  fpeaking  to  him  in  a  manner  to  let  him  fee,  what 
chit  fly  engaged  Don  Bernardin  to  wifh  to  be  re¬ 
conciled  with  him.  This  father  opened  his  dif- 
courfe  by  a  long  harangue  on  the  intereft  of  a  go¬ 
vernor  to  remain  infeparably  united  with  his  bifhop. 
He  told  him,  that  both  religion  and  prudence  re¬ 
quired  he  fhould  forget  all  that  was  pail,  that  it  was 
always  troublefome,  and  often  dangerous,  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  fuperior  tribunals  ;  that  it  generally 
proved  detrimental  to  a  man’s  charadter  and  repu¬ 
tation  ;  that  there  occurred  feveral  things,  which  a 
prudent  man  fhould'  not  feem  to  take  notice  of; 
that,  even  in  cafes  where  a  bifhop  fhould  attempt 
to  encroach  on  the  fecuiar  jurifdidtion,  it  was 
more  fecure  and  decent  to  make  up  matters  in  an 
amicable  manner,  than  to  proceed  to  open  vio¬ 
lence  ;  and  that  by  the  letter  he  had  received  from 
the  viceroy,  this  appeared  like  wife  to  be  his  ex¬ 
cellency’s  opinion  •,  in  a  word,  that  it  would  be 
worth  his  while  to  yield  fomething  to  live  upon  good 
terms  with  a  bifhop  like  Don  Bernardin  de  Car¬ 
denas. 

Don  Gregorio  has  fince  affirmed,  that  father 
Lopez,  after  fpeaking  to  him  in  this  manner,  af- 
fured  him  that  the  prelate  was  determined  to  drive 
the  jefuits  out  of  the  Aflumption,  and  out  of  all 
the  minions  of  the  province  of  Parana,  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  within  his  diocele  ;  and  that  he  made 
no  doubt  of  feeing  his  conduct  in  regard  to  them 
approved  by  the  pope  and  his  catholic  majefty  ; 
that  he  advifed  him  not  to  intermeddle  in  this  af¬ 
fair,  as  Don  Bernardin  was  either  the  holieft  bifhop 
of  God’s  church,  or  the  wickedeft  man  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  ;  and  that,  which  ever  he  was,  he 
could  only  bea  lofer  by  quarrelling  with  him  •,  that 
he,  the  governor,  had  anfwcred,  that  he  had  taken 
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a  refolution  to  diffemble  every  thing  that  did  not 
affedl  his  honour  or  conference  *,  but  that  he  would, 
at  the  rifle  of  his  fortune,  op  pole  the  expulfion  of 
thejefuits,  or  any  other  religious  order  from  the 
^province,  with  the  government  of  which  the  king 
his  mailer  had  entrufled  him,  without  exprefs  or¬ 
ders  in  writing  from  his  majelly. 

Father  Lopez  no  fooner  received  this  anlwer, 
than,  feeing  no  longer  any  appearance  of  being 
able  to  reconcile  the  bifhop  and  the  governor,  he 
made  what  halle  he  could  to  finifh  the  affairs  that 
brought  him  into  Paraguay,  in  order  to  leave  a 
province,  which  mull,  he  forefaw,  become  the 
feene  of  the  moft  horrid  confufion  ;  and  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  fet  out  foon  after.  The  prelate,  how¬ 
ever,  had  not,  as  yet,  loft  all  hopes  of  being  able 
to  flagger  the  governor’s  refolution  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  perfuade^him, 
that  he  was  the  fmcereft  of  his  friends.  Don 
Gregorio  faw  very  well  that  thefe  offers  of  the  bi¬ 
fhop  were  very  far  from  being  difinterefled,  and 
received  a  further  proof  of  it  from  father  Lope 
Hinoflrofa  his  Ion,  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftim, 
lately  returned  from  Yaguaron,  where,  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  from  Chili,  he  went  to  pay  his  reipedls  to  the 


Father  Lope  informed  his  father,  that  he  had 
been  received  by  the  bifhop  with  the  greatefl  ho¬ 
nours,  and  faluted  by  the  found  of  hautboys  ;  that 
the  prelate  had  loaded  him  with  praifes,  and  marks 
o£the  moffs«ordial  friendfhip  ;  that  he  had  named 
film  examiner  of  the  candidates  for  holy  orders, 
with  a  promife  to  receive  whoever  fhould  bring 
him  a  note  under  his  hand  i  that  he  had  often, 
and  with  great  opennefs,  entertained  him  with 
complaints  againfl  thejefuits  *,  that,  among  other 
things,  he  accufed  them  of  abufing  both  the 
pope  and  the  king  ;  that,  in  quality  of  paflor  of 
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thediocefe,  and  eounfellor  to  his  majefly,  he  con¬ 
sidered  himfelf  as  bound  in  duty  to  perfecute  them 
without  mercy,  though  he  were  to  lofe  his  life  by 
it  ;  that  he  had  requeued  him  to  prevail  on 
his  father  to  abfent  himfelf  for  feme  time,  under 
feme  pretext  or  another,  if  he  did  not  think  pro¬ 
per  to  ad.  in  concert  with  him  ;  in  fine,  that  he  had 
promifed  him  a  thoufimd  livres  to  buy  books,  in 
cale  he  fucceeded  in  this  negociation. 

To  this  difcourfe  of  his  fen,  and  thofeof  every  other 
perfen,  who  fpoke  to  him  in  the  fame  (train,  the 
governor  made  no  other  anfwer,than  by  vague  pro¬ 
tections  of  his  devotion  to  the  perfen  of  Don 
Bernardin.  He  then  caufed  the  jefuits  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  ftorm  that  was  gathering  againft 
them  ;  but  without  letting  them  know  what  affift- 
ance  they  might  exped  from  him.  He  even  gave 
them  reafon  to  think  that  he  waited  to  take  his 
xefolution,  till  the  circumftances  iliould  oblige 
tiim  to  declare  himfelf.  In  fad,  he  played  his 
part  fo  well,  that  the  bifhop  was  fo  far  deceived 
as  to  think  he  might  proceed  without  meeting  any 
oppofition  from  him.  However,  he  refolved  to 
advance  inch  by  inch  *,  convinced  that,  by  always 
gaining  a  little  ground,  he  fhould,  at  lafl,  parry 
his  point,  provided  he  made  no  halt.  The  follow¬ 
ing  was  the  firft  flep  he  took. 

The  bifhop  propofed  the  jefuits  to  yield  him  a 
farm  of  theirs,  for  what  it  had  coil  them  ;  and  then, 
without  waiting  for  their  anfwer,  fent  them  word, 
that  they  were  rich  enough  to  make  him  a  prefent 
of  it*,  adding,  that,  as  he  thought  there  was  no  rely* 
ing  upon  their  generality,  he  gave  them  notice,  that 
this  eftate  belonged  to  the  Indians  of  Yaguaron, 
and  ordered  them  to  evacuate  it  in  eight  days  ;  if 
they  did  not  chufe,  that  he  Should  caufe  it"  to  be 
feized  ;  and  abandon  to  thole  charged  -  with  the 
execution  of  his  orders*  all  the  moveables  they 
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could  find  on  it,  as  a  reward  for  their  trouble. 
This  letter  was  prefented  to  the  re&or  of  the  col¬ 
lege  by  one  of  the  bifhop’s  officers,  who,  without 
giving  him  time  to  read  it,  told  him  it  contained 
a  definitive  fentence  ;  that,  as  they  could  make  no 
appeal  from  it  but  to  the  Pope,  of  whom  the  biffiop 
was  delegate,  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  make 
any;  and  that,  befides,  Don  Bernardin  would  not 
give  them  time  to  do  it. 

Don  Bernardin,  at  the  fame  time,  caufed  no¬ 
tice  to  be  given  to  all  thofe  who  were  preparing  to 
receive  holy  orders,  to  repair  to  Yaguaron  ;  and, 
as  they  prefented  themfeives  before  him,  made 
them  take  an  oath  to  be  faithful  to  him,  even  to 
the  effufion  of  their  blood,  if  it  ffiould  be  found 
requifite.  Several  perfons  were  invited  to  this 
ordination,  which  was  celebrated  with  great  pomp 
and  folemnity.  The  prelate,  befides,  had  taken 
care,  by  the  choice  of  thofe  he  admitted  to  holy 
orders,  to  intereft  in  his  favour  the  principal  fa¬ 
milies  of  the  capital,  whom  he  imagined  he  might 
thereby  attach  to  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  make  them  fide  with'  him,  the  jefuits  •,  efpe- 
cially  as  he  had  already  weakened  their  intereft  with 
all  ranks,  by  fhutting  up  their  fchools,  and  forbid 
ing  them  the  exercife  of  their  ordinary  functions. 

He,  likewife,  built  greatly  on  the  air  and  {train 
of  an  infpired  man,  which  had  fucceeded  fo  well 
with  him  in  the  beginning,  and  (till  made  fome 
impreffion  on  the  people.  One  day,  as  he  was 
preaching  at  Yaguaron,  and  enveighing  againft  the 
jefuits,  with  all  his  ulual  vehemence  ;  happening 
to  fpy  am  on  git  the  audience  father  Peter  Romero  ; 
he  turned  towards  the  tabernacle  ;  and,  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  miffionary  who  flood  at  the  end  qf 
the  church,  u  You  mu  A  excufe  me,  father,  faid 
he,  for  lpeaking  in  this  manner  ;  it  is  the  Lord, 
who  refides  here,  and  whom  I  am  juft  going  to  re- 
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ccive,  that  has  put  thcfe  things  into  my  mouth 
I  had  not  even  the  lead  thought  of  them  when  I* 
got  into  the  pulpit ;  but  could  not  refill  the  Holy 
Ghofl>  which  feized  me.1*  He  fpoke  in  pretty 
much  the  fame  terms,  on  the  day  of  the  ordina¬ 
tion,  to  two  other  jefuits  fent  by  father  Sobrino  to 
reprefent  to  him,  that  neither  himfelf  nor  any  of  his 
religious,  could  reproach  themfelves  with  having 
ever  done  any  thingto  deferve  his  indignation.  After 
fpeaking  to  them  in  the  hardied  terms  *,  laying  his 
hand  upon  his  bread,  and  raffing  his  eyes  towards 
heaven,  he  added,  that  motives  fuperior  to  every 
human  confideration  were  the  foie  rule  of  his  be^ 
haviour  to  them.  He  difmrfied  them  with  thefe 
words ;  and  then  coolly  refumed  the  eonverfation, 
which  their  vifit  had  interrupted. 

Some  moments  after  he  fuddenty  changed  the 
difcourfe  ;  and,  as  if  overwhelmed  with  the  deeped 
forrow,  he  faid,  fighing,  that,,  in  quality  of  bifhop5? 
it  was  his  bufmefs  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  church* 
and  profecute,  without  mercy,  whoever  dared  to 
make  the  lead  attempt  on  her  rights  and  patri¬ 
mony  ;  that,  having  the  honour  to  be  counfellor  to 
his  majedy,  he  was  bound  in  duty  to  clear  the 
province  ofthofe,  who- made  themfelves  mailers  of 
the  king’s  domain,  to  fend  the  riches  arifing  from 
it,  into  foreign  countries,  and  even  into  the  dates 
of  powers  at  war  with  his  majedy  ;  that,  as  pador 
of  the  diocefe,  it  was  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  his 
flock  to  guard  them  from  the  lhares,  which  the 
infernal  fpirit  laid  for  them,  by  means  of  felf  in- 
tereded  miniflers,  who,  under  a  veil  of  piety,  and 
of  zeal  for  the  falvation  of  fouls,  dript  them  of 
their  temporal  fubdance. 

After  this  preamble,  which  kept  the  minds  of 
all  the  company  in  ftifpenfe,  he  laid,  that,  as  a  man, 
fubjecd  like  all  other  men  to  be  deceived,  he  had 
for  a  long  time  differed  himfelf  to  be  feduced  by 
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the  falfe  relations  difperfed  by  them  ;  but  that,  as 
he  was  now  better  informed,  and  even  enlightened 
from  above,  he  Ihould  be  abfolutely  inexcufable 
before  God  and  man,  if  he  did  not  lay  open  in  what 
manner  they  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of  fo 
many  Indians,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  royal  patri¬ 
mony,  and  the  patronage  of  the  church  ;  that  thefe 
falfe  apollles  taught  their  Neophytes  abominable 
dodlrines  ;  that,  having  charitably  advertifed  them 
of  it,  they  had  difregarded  his  remonltrances  •,  taat 
they  fpread  among  the  people  pernicious  opinions  j 
that  they  cried  down  the  cenfures  of  the  church, 
and  reduced  to  nothing  the  authority  of  the  holy 
fee  ;  that  they  perfecuted  the  bilhops,  and  rendered 
their  lives  unhappy  ;  that  he  had  informed  his  ma- 
jefty  of  their  daily  introducing  new  pallors  into 
their  redudlions,  without  the  approbation  of  their 
ecckfiallical  fuperiors,  and  without  applying  for 
the  vifa  to  the  bilhops ;  that  they  diffuaded  the 
Indians  from  paying  any  tribute  to  the  king,  or 
tithes  to  the  bilhops  ;  that  they  had  very  rich  mines 
of  gold,  whofe  produce  they  fent  wherever  they 
pleafed  ;  that  they  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than 
ufurping  all  power  both  fpiritual  and  temporal ; 
that  he  had  Ihut  up  their  fchools,  becaufe  they 
taught  their  fcholars  nothing,  with  a  view  of  en¬ 
grafting  to  themielves  all  the  parifhes,  when  there 
fhould  be  no  fecular  priefts  left  to  officiate  in  them  ; 
and  that,  for  the  fame  reafon,  they  refufed  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  candidates  for  holy  orders  when  appointed 
to  examine  them  ;  that  he  himfelf  had  entrullei 
them  for  a  time  with  fome  parifhes,  but  that  he 
had  done  it  merely  on  their  repeated  application  i 
and  for  want  of  knowing  them  better  *,  that  he  had 
forbid  them  to  adminiller  the  facramens,  as  he  had 
heard  they  were  not  over  fcrupulous  in  regard 
to  the  fecret  of  confeffion,  and  made  a  handle  of  it 
to  know  the  moll  private  tranfa&ions  of  families. 
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in  order  to  improve  them  to  their  own  advantage  » 
that  father  de  Montoya  had  furreptitioufly  obtained- 
a  royal  cedule,  by  virtue  of  which  his  brethren  had 
robbed  the  Spaniards  of  whole  nations,  which  be¬ 
longed  to  them  by  right  of  conqueft  ;  that  they 
brought  nothing  with  them  into  Paraguay,  but  the 
clothes  on  their  backs  ;  yet  had  acquired  the  fove- 
reignty  of  one  of  its  large#  diftridts  j  that  he  was 
firmly  refolved  to  drive  them  out  of  his  diocefe, 
as  the  Venetians  had  done,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue  ;  that  the  bifhop  of  Tu- 
cuman  and  feveral  others  had  received  the  fame 
power,  but  were  afraid  to  exert  it ;  but  that, 
for  his  part,  he  wanted  neither  power  nor  courage 
to  give  them  the  example  ;  “  and  I  reckon,  faid 
he,  making  an  end  of  his  harangue,  that  you  will 
foon  acknowledge  yourfelves  obliged  to  me  for 
being  ferved  by  Indians,  and  for  feeing  your  chil¬ 
dren  provided  with  good  parifhes  ;  the  king  put 
in  pofieffion  of  his  rights-,  and  the  church  reefta- 
blifhed  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  rights  and  patri¬ 
mony.”  This  fine  harangue  contained  almoff  as 
many  abfurdities  and  falfhoods  as  words.  The 
reductions  were  not  as  yet  erected  into  parifhes, 
in  which  cafe  alone  there  could  be  any  neceffity  for 
applying  to  the  bifhops  for  their  vifa .  The  royal 
tribute  was  not  regulated  till  the  year  1649.  The 
cuftom  of  paying  tithes  to  the  ecclefiaftical  fupe~ 
riors  was  not  as  yet  any  where  eftablifhed.  It  was 
notorious,  that  the  jefuits  did  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  be  excufed  from  the  charge  of  parifhes. 
The  immunity  from  all  perfonal  fervice  granted  to 
their  Indians  was  not  furreptitioufly  obtained,  and 
has  fince  been  feveral  times  confirmed.  Befides, 
it  was  not  father  Montoya  who  folicited  it.  The 
Venetians  had  not  expelled  the  jefuits  ^  the#  fathers 
had  reired  of  their  own  accord.  And  furely,  it  ill  be¬ 
came 
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tame  a  biftiop  to  imitate  the  example  of  the 
Fortugueze  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue. 

As  to  the  laft  article  of  Don  Bernardin’s  accu- 
fation,  though  he  often  repeated  it,  it  made  little 
impreffion  on  the  publick,  as  no  body  could  guefs 
what  he  meant  by  it.  Moreover,  no  one  ever  ima¬ 
gined  that  thejefuits  revealed  the  (beret  of  confeffion. 
And  the  pretended  goldmines  had  not  as  yet  obtain¬ 
ed  any  credit.  But  the  prelate  knew,  that  the  hopes  of 
having  in  command  all  the  Indians  of  the  Parana, 
was  enough  to  induce  feveral  perfons  to  favour  his 
enterprize  *,  and  he  added  all  the  reft  merely  to 
.periuade  his  audience  that  fhofe  who  oppofed  his 
deflgns  were  no  better  than  traitors  to  both  church 
and  ftate.  Thefe  things  he  continually  repeated  both 
in  publick  from  the  pulpit,  and  in  private  difeourfe 
with  fuch,  as  he  thought  it  moft  imported  him  to 
make  fure  of.  He  even  (hewed  them  the  informa¬ 
tions  of  his  vi  ft  tors,  and  the  writings  of  fomeje- 
lints,  whofe  hands  had  been  counterfeited ;  accom¬ 
panying  thefe  marks  of  confidence  with  carefles 
and  offers  of  fervice ;  fpiriting  up  the  fearful  by 
telling  them  that  he  abted  merely  by  the  king's 
orders  *,  and  he,  at  laft,  wrought  upon  fo  many  per^ 
fons,  that  people  were  every  where  in  the  utmoft 
impatience  to  fee  the  execution  of  a  project,  from 
which  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the  thoughts 
of  deriving  fuch  confiderable  advantages.  But, 
juft  as  he  began  to  look  upon  himfelf  as  fure  of 
fuccefs,  he  received  news  fufficient  to  convince  him, 
that  he  would  meet  with  difficulties,  which  he  had 
never  before  dreamed  of. 

He  had  deferred,  it  feems,  feizing  on  the  farm  of 
St.  Iftdore,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  jefuits,  in¬ 
timidated  by  his  menaces,  would  yield  it  up  to 
him  of  themfelves,  in  hopes  of  recovering  his  good 
graces,  or  hindering  him  to  proceed  any  further 
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lengths  againft  them.  He  was,  therefore,  greatly 
forprized  orf  hearing,  that  the  governor,  at  father 
Sobrino’s  requeft,  had  fent  there  an  alcalde  of  the 
holy  Hermandad,  with  ten  armed  men,  to  defend  it. 
Upon  this,  he  fent  there  an  ecclefiaftick  with  two 
clerks  and  an  Indian.  The  bufinefs  of  the  ec¬ 
clefiaftick  and  the  two  clerks  was  to  ferve  an 
excommunication,  in  writing,  upon  the  alcalde  and 
his  men,  if  they  did  not  immediately  retire ;  and 
that  of  the  Indian,  to  claim  the  farm  ;  which  he 
accordingly  did.  The  alcalde  told  the  Indian, 
that,  if  his  cacique  or  his  corregidor  had  any  claims 
to  the  farm,  they  Ihould  profecute  them  in  a  legal 
way  ;  and  that,  if  he  or  any  one  elfe  dared  to  com¬ 
mit  the  lead  difbrder,  they  fhould  immediately 
pay  for  it.  Afterwards,  turning  to  the  ecclefiaftick, 
who  was  preparing  to  read  his  fentence  of  excom¬ 
munication,  he  told  him,  that  it  was  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  by  whofe  orders  he  adled,  he  fhould  carry  the 
bifhop’s  ordinance  ;  and  obliged  him  to  withdraw. 
This  refiftance  put  the  bifhop  quite  befide 
himfelf ;  but  father  Neito,  an  apoftate  monk,  who 
had  fo  far  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  bifhop’s  good 
graces,  as  to  obtain  a  good  benefice,  and  feveral 
other  favours,  and  even  the  honour  of  being 
his  confeffor  and  principal  counfellor,  foon  brought 
him  to  himfelf  again.  He  told  him,  that,  in  time 
of  war,  writings  fignified  nothing  ;  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  would  be  in  no  fuch  hafte  to  put  his  threats 
in  execution  ;  that,  if  he  dared  to  refill:  his  bifhop 
in  perfon,  two  good  cuffs,  which  he  took  upon 
himfelf  to  give  him  as  to  an  enemy  of  the  church, 
would  bring  him  to  reafon  again  ;  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  very  well  difpofed  *,  the  jefuits  hated  5 
his  nioft  illuftrious  lordfhip  adored  ;  and  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  his  lordfhip  fhould  not  lofe  a  An¬ 
gle  moment  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a  favourable 
conjuncture  j  but,  invoking  St.  Jago,  fet  out  direCtly 

to 


OF  PARAGUAY.  439 

to  drive  the  jefuits  out  of  their  college  •,  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  flay  at  the  farm,  which  thefe 
fathers  could  not  carry  away  with  them  ;  that 
they  were  fchifmaticks,  and  even  hereticks,  of 
whom  he  could  not  make  too  great  hafte  to  purge 
the  province;  but  that  the  fhorteft  and  lured: 
courle  would  be  to  ftrike  at  the  body  of  the  tree, 
without  lofing  time  to  lop  off  the  branches. 

This  difcourfe,  fo  fuitable  to  an  apoftate,  but 
fo  unworthy  of  the  confeffor  of  a  bifhop,  revived 
the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  prelate,  who  appointed 
St.  Francis’s  day  for  the  execution  of  his  projedt, 
and  caufed  it  to  be  publifhed,  (though  probably 
in  general  terms,  yet  accompanied)  by  the  found  of 
bells  at  Yaguaron,  as  if  the  holy  land  was  to  be 
refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Muffulmen.  He 
then  fent  to  the  Affumption  to  prepare,  privately, 
fome  floats  to  put  the  jefuits  on,  with  a  provifion 
of  bifcuit  and  fait  meat ;  ordered  the  convents  ©f 
St.  Dominick,  St.  Francis,  and  the  Merci,  to  fend 
friars  to  govern  the  reductions  of  the  Parana,  till 
he  could  find  fecular  priefis  enough  to  place  there 
as  curates.  He  then  drew  up  a  complaint,  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  againft  the  jefuits,  importing, 
that  they  oppofed  the  giving  of  their  Indians  in 
command  to  the  Spaniards,  who,  he  faid,  had  re¬ 
duced  them  by  force  of  arms  ;  which  was  a  falfe- 
hood  ;  concluding  with  a  requeft,  that  thefe  reli¬ 
gious  fhould  be  expelled  the  province. 

Though  the  jefuits  little  imagined,  that  the  dan¬ 
ger  was  fo  infant,  they  thought  it  high  time  to 
take  fome  meafures  in  order  to  prevent  a  furprize  ; 
and  had  recourfe,  for  this  purpofe,  to  the  royal  au¬ 
dience  of  Charcas.  This  was  going  a  great  way 
to  feek  a  remedy  for  an  evil  fo  near  at  hand.  But 
could  it  be  imagined,  that  a  bifhop  fhould  form 
fuch  a  project,  and  be  able  to  carry  it  into  execu¬ 
tion,  in  fpite  of  the  governor  ?  In  the  mean  time, 
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Don  Bernardin  having  received  notice,  that  fome 
Indians  of  the  reductions  on  the  Parana  had  juft* 
paid  through  Yaguaron,  in  their  way  to  the  Ita- 
tines,  he  immediately  lent  after  them  ;  and  his 
meffengers  took  from  them  all  the  letters  they  had 
to  deliver  father  Sobrino  in  their  paffage  through 
the  AfTumption,  and  fome  mu  fleets  which  fome  of¬ 
ficers  had  given  them  to  defend  themfelves,  in 
cafe  they  Ihould  meet  with  an  enemy  •,  as  likewiie 
fome  inilmments  of  mufick,  The  Neophytes  of  the 
reductions  feidom  go  any  where  without  them,  ei¬ 
ther  to  amufe  themfelves  on  the  road,  or  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  miffionaries  they  are  conducting  to  their 
towns :  or,  in  fine,  to  accompany  their  longs  and 
canticles. 

Father  Sobrino,  who  foon  heard  of  this  vio¬ 
lence,  but  did  not  know  it  had  been  committed 
by  the  orders  of  the  bifhop,  wrote  to  him  to  beg 
he  might  caufe  to  be  reftored  to  thefe  Indians,  the 
things  they  had  been  plundered  of.  But  all 
the  anfwer  the  prelate  made  his  letter  was  to 
fend  him  copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  ;  and 
reproach  -him  bftrerly  with  the  jefuits  permut¬ 
ing  their  Indians  to  carry  fire  arms.  Don  Ber¬ 
nardin  had  fo  much  the  more  reafon  for  not  com¬ 
plying  with  father  Sobrino’s  requeft,  as  he  had  not 

himfelf  fire  arms  enough  for  all  thofe  whom  he 

« — ' 

intended  to  employ  in  his  expedition  ;  and  thought 
the  inftruments  of  mufick  might  be  very  ufeful  to 
animate  his  troops,  in'  cafe  they  fhould  be  obliged  to 
come  to  blows.  At  length,  when  all  his  military 
preparations  were  finifhed,  the  Indians  of  the 
neighbourhood  ready  to  march,  and  the  petitions 
of  the  AfTumptionifts  prefented  and  received  in 
due  form,  the  bifhop  drew  up  the  plan  of  an  ordi¬ 
nance,  or  rather  the  preamble  of  one,  as  he  did  not 
,  think  proper  to  difeover  the  whole  of  his  defign, 
till  it  was  executed  j  and  fent  this  his  pro¬ 
duction 
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dilution  to  the  capital,  to  be  publifhed  there,  when 
he  fhould  have  put  the  laft  hand  to  it.  Here  it  is, 
fuch  as  it  then  was,  and  has  ever  fince  remained  : 

,  “  Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas,  by  the  grace  of 
God  and  the  holy  apoftolic  fee,  bifhop  of  Paraguay, 
counfellor  to  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  *&c.  Hav¬ 
ing  examined  the  complaints  and  petitions  of  die 
inhabitants  of  the  noble  city  of  the  Affumption,  of 
the  chapter  of  our  cathedral  church,  and  of  the  cler¬ 
gy,  and  religious  orders,  in  regard  to  the  opprefilon 
they  have  fuffered,  and  ftill  fuffer,  from  the  fathers 
of  the  company  of  Jefus,  who  govern  the  reduc¬ 
tions  of  the  Parana,  the  Uruguay,  and  the  Ratines* 
facts  which  are  known  to  every  one,  and  to  our- 
felves  in  particular  moft  evident  ;  knowing,  like- 
wife,  that  thefe  fathers  have  ufurped  the  king’s 
rights  ;  that  they  have  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
the  vaifals  and  territories  of  his  majefty,  as  if  they 
were  themfelves  the  fovereigns  of  them,  without  ac- 
knowledging-any  dependance  upon  his  faid  ma¬ 
jefty,  or  the  ordinary ;  that  they  eftablifh  curates, 
without  prefentation  or  canonical  inftitution.”  The 
reft  blank. 

The  prelate  fet  out  from  Yaguaron  the  3d  of 
October,  and  reckoned  to  arrive  the  fame  day  at 
the  Afiumption  ;  but  a  heavy  rain  overtook  him 
halfway,  and  obliged  him  to  fpend  the  night  there.  ♦ 
The  very  fame  day,  thejefuits  aftifted  at  firft  vef- 
pers  in  the  church  of  the  Francifcans  and  num¬ 
bers  ofperfons,  who  had  received  intelligence  of  the 
ftorm  that  hung  over  them,  could  not  help  admi¬ 
ring  their  tranquility.  As  foon  as  divine  fervice 
was  finifhed,  the  lieutenant  general,  Don  Francis 
Florez,  meeting  father  Nieto,  who  was  come  to 
town  betimes,  to  prepare  for  the  next  day’s  buft- 
nefs,  in  which  he  was  to  be  a  principal  acftor,  in¬ 
vited  him  to  fupper.  Father  Nieto  readily  com¬ 
plied  ,  and  thinking  it  his  duty  to  make  fome  re¬ 
turn 
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turn  for  the  civilities  he  had  received,  acquainted 
Don  Francis  with  what  was  to  be  tranladed  the 
next  day  ^  adding,  that  the  firft  thing  the  bifhop 
intended  to  do  on  his  arrival,  was  to  go  to  the  o-q- 
vernor’s,  to  know  if  he  would  join  him  *,  and,  if  he 
did  not  chufe  it,  to  prevail  on  him  to  abfent  him- 
fielft  He  then  exhorted  Florez  to  fecond  fo  glo¬ 
rious  an  undertaking,  which  could  not  pofiibly 
mifcarry,  as  the  bifhop  had  four  hundred  Indians 
with  him,  all  very  well  armed  •,  omitting  no¬ 
thing  to  perfuade  him,  that,  independent  of  the 
publick,  his  own  private  intereft  fnould  oblige  hi  31 
to  comply. 

Florez  had  command  enough  over  himfelf  not 
to  let  father  Nieto  fee  what  he  thought  of  this 
matter.  But,  as  loon  as  he  was  gone,  took  a  turn 
Into  the  town,  and  ordered  his  fervants  to  obferve, 
if  there  appeared  any  extraordinary  commotion 
among  the  people.  He  then  went  to  the  governor, 
and  communicated  to  him  the  intelligence  he  had 
received.  Don  Gregorio,  thunderftruck  at  the 
news,  inflan tly  forefaw  what  he  fhould  be  expofed 
to,  in  cafe  the  bifhop  fucceeded,  or  any  diforder 
fiiould  happen  in  confequence  of  his  attempt.  He, 
therefore,  immediately  repaired  to  the  college,  to 
let  the  jefuits  know  what  was  doing  ;  and  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  them  fo  eafy  about  what  might  hap¬ 
pen.  He  then  reprefented  to  them,  that  it  was  not 
only  lawful  for  them,  but  even  their  duty,  to  op- 
pole  the  violence  with  which  they  were  threatened  *, 
and  then  withdrew,  without  giving  them  time  to 
anfwer  him,  in  order  to  fend  arms  to  their  houfe, 
and  engage  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
upon  whom  he  knew  he  could  depend,  to  fpend 
the  reft  of  the  night  there. 

The  day  following,  the  governor,  accompanied 
by  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  every  rank  and  con¬ 
dition,  fallied  out  early  to  meet  the  bifhop,  whom 

he 
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he  found  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  people  ; 
and  complimented  him  on  his  happy  return.  Don 
Bernard  in,  having  call  his  eyes  over  the  great  multi¬ 
tude  which  had  followed  the  governor,  afked  him, 
why  he  did  not  fee  the  jefuits  among  them.  The 
governor  then  whifpered  him,  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  furprized  at  it,  as  thefe  fathers  had  been  in¬ 
formed,  the  night  before,  that  he  had  no  other  bu- 
finefs  to  the  Affumption,  but  to  drive  them  out  of 
their  college.  “  I  even  know,  added  he,  that  they 
are  in  a  condition  not  to  fear  any  thing  ;  and  this 
is  not  a  proper  place,  my  lord,  to  tell  you  what  I 
think  of  your  defign  ;  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of 
fpeaking  to  you  more  about  it,  when  we  meet  in 
private  together. 

At  this  the  prelate  appeared  thunderftruck  for 
fome  moments.  And  then,  turning  towards  fa¬ 
ther  Nieto,  who  was  like  wife  come  out  to  meet 
him,  “  father,  faid  he,  fome  devil  has  difcovered 
every  thing,  and  we  are  betrayed.”  Upon  this, 
fome  of  his  confidants  advifed  him  to  march  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  college,  under  pretence  of  making  up 
matters  with  the  jefuits;  and  to  tell  them,  that,  in 
order  to  leave  them  no  caufe  of  jealoufy,  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  take  up  his  refidence  amongft  tkm.  But  not 
relifhing  this  advice  *,  he  went  to  alight  at  the  con¬ 
vent  of  his  own  order.  The  governor,  on  his  fide, 
thinking  the  belt  thing  he  could  do  to  put  the  bi~ 
fhop  off  his  guard,  was  not  to  appear  very  averfe  to 
his  defigns,  told  him,  that  the  fhortelf,  eafieif, 
and  fureft  courfe  he  could  take  with  thejefuits,  was 
to  beginby  dripping  them  of  their  reductions  •,  that 
it  was  his  opinion  he  fhould  repair  there  himfelf  in 
perfon  •,  that  he  fhould  have  a  good  efcort,  in 
order  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  orders  ;  that  he 
might  then  return  to  the  Affumption,  where  no¬ 
thing  could  hinder  him  from  completing  his  bu- 

finefs  ; 
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iinefs  ;  Whereas,  if  he  attempted  to  fet  out  by 
driving  thefe  religious  out  of  their  college,  they- 
would  infallibly  call  their  Neophytes  to  their  af~ 
fiftance,  as  they  were  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  till 
their  arrival.  Don  Bernardin  relifhed  this  advice 
fo  well,  that  he  communicated  it  to  his  council*, 
who  likewife  unanimotiQy  approved  it* 

Though  he  now  no  longer  doubted  of  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  being  in  his  intereft,  he  forbid  his  con- 
lid  ants  to  fpeak  of  any  thing  that  had  paffed 
between  them  ;  and  no  longer  thought  of  any  thing, 
but  how  he  might  lull  the  jefuits  into  a  fatal  fecu- 
rity.  For  this  purpofe,  he  told  one  of  thofe  who 
vifited  him,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  father  So- 
brino ;  and  father  Sobrino  having  immediately 
waited  upon  him,  he  received  him  in  the  moft  af¬ 
fable  manner  ;  and  faid  fo  many  obliging  things  to 
him,  that  ail  prefent  concluded  he  was  quite  re¬ 
conciled  with  him  and  his  brethren.  The  redlor 
himfelf  was  the  firft  to  be  deceived  by  thefe  ap¬ 
pearances,  or  at  lead  feigned  to  be  fo  4  and,  on 
his  return  to  the  college,  fent  all  manner  of  refrefh- 
ments  to  the  prelate,  who  in  diftributing  them 
among  his  houfhold,  told  them  that  they  might 
expedl  to  fee  themfelves  foon  at  the  fountain 
head,  where  they  would  have  every  thing  by  only 
wiiliing  for  it.  He  then  ordered  all  the  necefiary 
preparations  to  be  made  for  his  expedition  ;  and 
compofed,  himfelf,  a  memorial  to  juifify  it. 

In  this  piece  he  repeated  every  thing  he  had  al¬ 
ready  fo  often  faid  of  his  motives  for  undertaking  it; 
of  the  orders  he  had  jeceived  from  his  majefty  for 
that  purpofe  *  of  the  petitions  prefented  to  him  by 
the  fecular  and  regular  clergy,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Aifumption,  and  a  great  number  of  Indians. 
The  reft  was  mere  declamation,  fluffed  with  ill  di- 
gefted  Invedtives,  all  refembling  thofe*  of  which  his 
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fcrmons  and  private  difcourfe,  and  even  all  his 
letters,  were  generally  compofed.  We  fhall,  here¬ 
after,  give  fome  of  thefe  letters,  in  which  he  has 
painted  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  life,  that  no  one* 
who  has  read  them,  can  be  fnrprized  at  the 
many  miftakes  and  diforders  committed  by  him. 

But  it  is  fit  I  fhould  obferve,  before  I  proceed 
any  further,  that  all  thefe  pretended  orders  of  the 
king  and  the  foverign  Pontiff,  upon  which  he  laid 
fo  much  ftrefs,  and  which  we  fhall  hereafter  fee  him 
atteft  upon  all  that  is  moil  facred,  if  they  were  not 
the  productions  of  a  warm  imagination,  which  re¬ 
alized  every  thing  that  came  into  his  head,  they 
were,  at  lead,  no  better  than  the  confequences, 
which  to  him  appeared  evident,  of  certain  general 
exprelfions  ufually  employed  in  the  difpatches  ad- 
drefied  to  the  bifhop  by  the  courts  of  Madrid  and 
Rome.  It  is,  befides,  improbable  to  the  laft  de¬ 
gree,  that  the  three  regular  communities  of  the 
Affumption  fhould  have  fubfcribed  in  a  body  the 
petitions  mentioned  by  the  bifhop.  Some  private 
members,  indeed,  furprized  or  intimidated  by  him, 
might  have  done  fo,  without  well  knowing  the 
tendency  of  what  they  figned ;  and  it  has  been 
proved,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  that  Don  Ber- 
nardin,  or  at  lead  the  miniflers  of  his  paffions,  have 
often  uled  fubfcriptions  of  that  kind  ;  and  even  em¬ 
ployed  the  greatefl  violence  to  obtain  even  them. 

While  the  bifhop  was  entirely  taken  up  with 
the  thoughts  of  conquering  the  reductions  of  the 
Parana,  captain  Pedro  Diaz  del  Vail  arrived 
from  la  Plata  ;  and  ferved  him  with  a  new  decree 
of  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  enjoining  him  to 
take  off  the  interdict  and  all  the  excommunications 
he  had  been  fo  lavifh  of,  without  requiring  any  thing 
for  fo  doing.  He  likewife  delivered  him  a  private 
letter  from  the  fame  tribunal,  praying  and  enjoin- 
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inghim  to  return  to  the  Affumption,  to  govern  his 
church  with  the  great  virtues  and  talents  which  hq 
was  known  topoffefs  ;  to  fupport,  in  his  difcourfe, 
in  his  writings,  in  all  his  proceedings,  the  dignity 
of  his  charader,  which  they  heard,  wtih  great  con¬ 
cern,  he  had  forgot  on  feveral  occafions  *,  and  to 
iive  on  better  terms  with  the  governor  than  he 
had  hitherto  done.  This  letter  was  accompanied 
with  one  from  the  fame  tribunal  to  the  governor, 
recommending  to  him  not  to  let  the  bifhop  any  lon¬ 
ger  forget,  that  he  reprefented  his  majefty  in  his 
province,  and  was  invefled  with  his  authority. 

Don  Gregorio,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  new 
rupture  with  Don  Bernardin,  made  no  mention  of 
this  letter ;  and  even  oppofed  the  publication  of 
the  decree,  till  he  was  forced  to  it  by  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  thofe,  who  had  not  as  yet  obtained  the 
abfolution  of  their  cenfures,  or,  to  obtain  it,  had 
been  obliged  to  give  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the 
fines  impofed  upon  them.  The  bifhop,  as  the  go¬ 
vernor  appehended,  attributed  to  him  the  morti¬ 
fication  he  buffered  on  this  occafion.  He  de¬ 
clared,  however,  that  he  would  obey  the  decree, 
as  far  as  it  was  confident  with  the  rights  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  church  and  her  bifhops  ;  yet  gave  private 
orders  to  his  vifitor  to  burn  all  the  herb  of  Para¬ 
guay  belonging  to  him,  that  they  could  lay  their 
hands  on.  This  letter  was  afterwards  produced 
before  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas. 

He  then  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  camp-mafter 
general  •,  offered  to  abfolve  him  from  the  cenfures 
he  faid  he  had  incurred,  and  forgive  the  fine, 
annexed  to  them,  if  he  would  but  deliver  him  an 
ancient  fchedule  of  Charles  V.  which  it  was  re¬ 
ported  he  had  taken  out  of  the  archives  of  the 
Affumption,  and  by  virtue  of  which  that  capital* 
in  cafe  of  the  governor’s  death,  or  his  abfentmg 

him- 
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himfelf,  might  name  one  to  fucceed  him.  He  told 
him,  that  this  fchedule  was  never  more  neceffary 
than  at  prefent,  when  it  fomuch  imported  the  glory 
of  God,  the  fervice  of  his  majefty,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  inhabitants*  to  put  an  end  to  the  tyranny  of 
thejefuits  ;  that,  to  accomplifh  fo  good  a  work> 
he  wanted  nothing  but  the  affiftance  of  a  man  like 
himfelf ;  that,  notwithftanding,  he  required  no¬ 
thing  more  of  him  than  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  people  to  drive  them  out;  in  doing  which*  be- 
fides,  he  laid,  he  was  more  concerned  than  another 
perfon. 

•  Don  Sebaftian  anlwered  by  befeechmg  Don  Ber- 
nardin  to  refiefl  upon  the  propofal  he  had  made  ; 
and  forgot  nothing  to  convince  him  of  the  injuftice 
of  his  defigns;  his  want  of  power  to  carry  them  into 
execution  ;  and  the  prejudice  he  did  himfelf  by  his 
inveteracy  to  perfecute  religious,  who  had  never 
given  him  any  reafon  for  it.  To  all  this  the  bifhop, 
at  firft,  made  no  other  reply,,  than  by  declaring  to 
Don  Sebaftian,  that  as  yet  he  was  not  abfolved 
from  the  cenfures  he  had  incurred  ;  and  by  threat¬ 
ening  him  with  the  greater  excommunication,  if 
he  did  not  deliver  up  to  him  the  fchedule  in  quef- 
tion.  Then,  foftening.  a  little,  he  undertook  to 
prove,  that  his  defigns  were  juft  and  lawful  before- 
God  ;  that  to  bring  them  to  bear  he  did  not  ftand 
in  need  either  of  his  advice  or  his  affiftance  ;  that, 
though  the  whole  world  were  to  oppofe  him,  he 
would  find  means  to  accompliih  whatever  it  was 
his  duty  to  undertake  ;  that,  by  lopping  off  rot¬ 
ten  members  from  his  church,  he  a<fted  like  an  able 
furgeon,  who,  to  fave  a  hand,  makes  no  fcruple 
to  cut  off  a  mortified  finger  ;  that  the  Pope, 
when  he  lhould  have  heard  what  he  had  done, 
would  eredl  a  ftatue  to  him,  and  wrould  even  deem 
him  worthy  of  being  canonized,  though  he  had 
done  no  other  good  work  during  the  courfe  of  his 

whole 
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whole  life.  Don  Sebaftian,  and  captain  Auguftm 
de  Infuralde,  have  attefted,  that  the  prelate  re. 
peated  the  fame  things  to  them  in  the  cloifter  of 
the  Francifcan  convent,  in  prefence  of  feveral  ec- 
clefiafticks  and  religious. 

O 

So  many  declarations,  at  lad,  convinced  the 
governor,  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  would  no  longer 
be  matter  in  the  province  ;  that  it  would  even  be 
unfafe  for  him  to  remain  in  it,  if  he  loft  any  more 
time  to  employ  all  his  authority  againft  a  man, 
who  pretended  that  people  were  to  acknowledge 
no  other.  He,  therefore,  fent  a  private  exprefs 
to  the  redudhons  for  fix  hundred  Indians ;  and,  at 
the  end  of  fix  days,  fent  a  fecond  exprefs,  to  haften 
their  march.  He  then  waited  on  the  bifhop  ;  told 
him  that  every  thing  was  ready  for  the  expedition 
they  had  agreed  upon  •,  but  that  he  could  not  give 
him  more  than  one  hundred  foldiers.  The  prelate 
anfwered  that  he  could  make  fhift  with  one  hundred 
and  thirty ;  and  that  he  would  have  them.  Don 
Gregorio  promifed  them,  but  required  fifteen  days 
to  furnifh  them  ;  reckoning,  that,  by  that  time, 
the  Indians  he  fent  for  would  be  arrived  ;  and  he 
might  then  adt  in  quality  of  governor  as  he  was 
bound  to  do. 

Don  Bernardin,  on  his  fide,  did  nothing  but  ex- 
afperate  the  nobility  and  the  people  againft  the  je- 
fuits,  whom  he  likewife  excommunicated  with  an 
inhibition,  under  the  fame  penalty,  to  all  manner 
of  perfons  to  have  any  communication  with  them. 
Then,  after  publickly  renewing,  and  in  a  very  in¬ 
decent  proceftion,  his  promil'e  to  give  all  the  In¬ 
dians  of  the  reductions  in  command  among  thofe 
with  whom  he  ftiould  havemoft  reafon  to  be  pleafed, 
he  fet  out  for  Yaguaron,  in  order  to  be  more  at 
hand  to  haften  the  preparations  for  his  expedition, 
which  he  dignified  with  the  name^of  a  holy  war  j  and 

on 
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On  his  ariival  there,  he  communicated  to  his  council 
the  reflections  he  had  made  on  the  propofals  of  the 
governor,  whofe  flncerity  he  now  began  to  fufpeCh 
He  obferved  to  them,  that  the  jefuits,  while  he 
was  employed  on  the  Parana  in  reducing  their  re¬ 
ductions,  might  fortify  themfelves  in  .their  college, 
and  put  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  hold  out,  till 
they  could  receive  fuch  orders  from  the  royal  au¬ 
dience  of  Charcas,  and  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  as 
would  oblige  him  to  deflft  5  for  which  reafon  he 
concluded  for  abiding  by  his  firft  plan,  which  was 
to  begin  by  driving  them  out  of  their  college ;  as 
he  would  then,  he  flattered  himfelf,  find  it  no  hard 
matter  to  feize  on  their  reductions  *,  that,  this  once 
effected,  the  king*  though  he  fhould  not  approve 
it,  would  confent  to  leave  things  as  they  were,  ra¬ 
ther  than  run  the  rifk  of  lofing  a  whole  province 
by  endeavouring  to  reeftablifh  the  jefuits,  and 
procure  them  the  reftitution  of  what  they  had  loft. 
He  added,  that  he  thought  it  above  all  things  re- 
quifite  to  make  fure  of  the  governor’s  perfon, 
whom  he  now  miftrufted  more  than  ever  ;  and  his 
opinion  was  generally  approved. 

Don  Gregorio  foon  began  to  fufpeCt  this  alter¬ 
ation  in  the  bifhop’s  fentiments,  fo  that  the  delay  of 
the  Indians  he  had  fent  for  to  the  reductions,  gave 
him  fo  much  the  more  uneafinefs,  as  the  foldi- 
ers  he  had  promifed  the  bi (hop  were  already  at  Ya~ 
guaron,  where  the  prelate  loaded  them  with  ca~ 
.refies,  and  fed  them  with  the  moft  magnificent  pro- 
mifes,  though  he  could  not  but  know,  that  it  would 
be  no  eafy  matter  for  him  to  fulfill  them  5  for  he 
had  already  divided  the  fpoils  of  the  jefuits  ;  and 
had  declared  in  his  own  council,  that  hefreferved  no¬ 
thing  to  himfelf  but  the  glory  of  having  laboured 
to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  church  •,  ferve  his  ma- 
jefty  as  became  a  good  fubjeCt  j  and  reftore  to  the 
Yol.  I,  H  h  good 
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good  people  of  his  diocefe  what  the  jefuits  had  rob¬ 
bed  them  of.  He  even  declared,  that  it  had  never- 
been  his  intention  to  confer  on  regulars  the  pariflies 
of  the  reductions  *,  and  if  he  had  flattered  them  with 
that  favour,  it  was  merely  to  detach  them,  and  by 
their  means  the  people,  from  the  jefuits. 

At  length,  the  governor,  having  received  no¬ 
tice  that  the  Indians  he  expe&ed  were  arrived  within 
four  leagues  of  the  Aflumption,  let  out  to  join 
them  with  an  efcort  of  thirty  foldiers  *,  and,  after 
marching  all  night  at  their  head,  arrived  with  them 
bv  day  break  at  Yaguaron.  The  bifhop,  awakened 
by  the  buftie  caufed  among  his  domefticks  by  fo 
fudden  an  apparition,  immediately  ftarted  out  of 
bed  *,  but  he  had  fcarce  time  to  drefs  himfelf, 
when  the  governor  entered  his  apartment  and  told 
him  he  was  come  to  conduCt  him  to  the  Aflump¬ 
tion,  becaufe  the  Indians  of  Yaguaron,  grown  info- 
lent  in  confequence  of  the  protection  he  afforded 
them,  had  refilled  to  yield  their  governor  the  obe¬ 
dience  they  owed  him.  Don  Bernardin,  without 
making  him  any  anfwer,  flipt  away  by  a  private  door, 
which  opened  into  the  great  altar  of  the  church. 
The  governor  followed  him,  feized  him  by  the 
arm,  and  begged  him  to  hear  what  he  had  to  fay. 
But  the  prelate  broke  loofe  from  him  ;  and  , crying- 
out  with  all  his  might,  declared  the  governor- 
excommunicated. 

At  this,  a  friar,  and  a  mulatto  woman  who 
ferved  in  the  kitchen,  ran  up  to  his  afliftance,  and 
fell  upon  the  governor,  who  threw  himfelf  on  his 
knees  on  the  fleps  of  the  great  altar,  while  the 
bifhop,  taking  the  holy  ciborium  out  of  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  (hewed  it  to  the  people,  v/ith  whom  the 
church  filled  in  a  minute,  and  who,  at  the  fight  of  it, 
all  fell  proftrate  to  the  ground.  The  bifhop  then, 
being  a  little  come  to  himfelf,  afleed  the  governor 
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What  he  wanted  with  him,  “  to  ferve  you,  my  lord, 
anfwered  Don  Gregorio,  with  a  fentence  of  ba- 
nifhment  from  this  province,  andafeizure  of  your 
temporalities,  for  having  ufurped  the  jurifdi&ion 
which  I  hold  from  our  fovereign  lord  the  king.  It 
is  by  order  of  the  viceroy,  which  hereby  I  fignify 
to  your  moft  illuftrious  lordfhip.”  tc  I  promife  to 
obey,  anfwered  the  bifnop,  and  take  this  congrega¬ 
tion  to-witnefs  my  promife. 

The  governor,  upon  this  immediately  left  the 
church  ;  and  the  bifhop  prepared  to  celebrate  mafs ; 
but  firft,  with  his  epifcopal  ornaments  on,  he  drew 
lip  a  kind  of  depofition,  to  which  he  added  the 
bittereft  inve&ives  againftTthe  governor.  Then,  he 
declared  him  excommunicated,  as  well  as  the  camp 
mafteTgeneral,  and  all  the  violators  of  his  epifcopal 
dignity*  When  mafs  was  over,  he  gave  orders  for 
a  procefTion,  which  he  made  in  the  following  order. 
The  Indian  women  appeared  firft,  carrying,  each,  a 
green  branch  in  her  hand  &  next  marched  the 
muficians,  finging  the  Pange  Lingua  %  the  prelate 
followed,  carrying  the  blefted  facrarnent ;  the  reft 
of  the  people  doled  the  proceflion*  The  proceftlon 
iftued  from  the  church  to  the  ringing  of  bells  ;  and 
advanced  as  far  as  the  market  place,  where  the 
Indians  belonging  to  the  reductions  were  drawn  up 
underarms.  The  bifhop,  happening  to  caft  his 
eyes  upon  fome  of  them  who  had  not  immediately 
kneeled  down,  called  out  to  them  that  they  were 
barbarians,  traitors,  fchifmaticks,  and  hereticks. 
He  then  returned  to  the  church  ;  placed  the  blefted 
facrarnent  upon  the  altar  ,  and,  turning  towards 
the  people,  fpoke  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
againft  the  governor,  who,  from  the  door  of  the 
church,  anfwered  him  pretty  much  in  the  fame 
drain*  though  in  a  low  voice. 

H  h  2 
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Both  he  and  the  prelate  were  in  too  violent  a 
fituation  not  to  endeavour  to  get  out  of  it  •,  and/ 
accordingly,  they  faw  each  other  that  very  evening. 
But,  by  what  has  fince  happened,  there  is  realbn  to 
believe,  that  the  bilhop  took  the  firft  ftep  towards 
a  reconciliation,  being  convinced,  that  he  would 
always  be  a  gainer  by  treating  alone  with  the  go¬ 
vernor. 

On  e  thing,  at  leaft,  is  certain  ;  and  that  is,  that 
he  prevailed  on  the  governor  to  difrnifs  the  Parana 
Indians,  and  obtained  fix  days  to  prepare  for  his 
departure,  on  condition  that  he  would  abfolve  the 
governor  from  his  excommunication.  After  this 
interview,  the  governor  went,  with  no  more  than  fix 
men,  to  fpend  the  night  in  a  neighbouring  country 
houfe.  The  bifhop,  on  his  fide,  not  content  with 
feeing  the  Indians  take  the  road  to  their  reductions, 
caufed  them  to  be  followed,  left  the  governor 
ftiould  recall  them  ;  and,  finding  he  did  not,  fet  out 
the  next  morning,  before  day  light,  for  the  capital. 

He  was  informed  on  the  road,  that  the  whole 
city  was  in  an  uproar,  in  confequence  of  a  report 
fpread  there,  that  the  governor  had  embarked  him 
on  the  river,  and  was  coming,  at  the  head  of  the 
reduction  Indians,  to  bring  to  reafon  all  thofe 
who  had  declared  againft  him  in  favour  of  their  bi- 
ftiop.  This  intelligence  infpired  him  with  hopes, 
that  he.  would  be  well  received  •,  and,  in  faCt,  the 
bells  had  no  fooner  proclaimed  his  arrival,  than 
the  whole  city  refounded  with  acclamations  of  joy. 
He  made  his  entry  preceeded  by  feveral  ecclefi- 
afticks,  with  arms  under  their  cloaks,  furrounded 
by  feveral  friars,  and  carrying,  on  his  breaft,  a  little 
glafs  box,  in  which  there  was  a  conlecrated  hoft. 
He  had  ordered  thole  in  the  front  to  turn  towards 
the  college  ;  but  fomebody  having  told  him,  that  he 
would  there  meet  with  four  hundred  men  ready  to 

i  -  * 
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receive  him,  which,  however,  was  not  true,  he 
thought  proper  to  alight  at  the  convent  of  St* 
Francis. 

Here  he  was  immediately  vifited  by  all  thofe 
who  were  attached  to  him  ;  and  he  applied  to  them 
for  arms.  He  likewife  caufed  to  be  brought  to  him 
the  arms  belonging  to  all  thofe  who  depended  on 
him.  He  then  ordered  murdering  holes  to  be 
made  in  feveral  places ;  and  the  weak  places  to  be 
fortified  with  gabions.  This  done,  he  fent  to  the 
cathedral  for  an  image  of  the  virgin  ;  and  to  the 
church  of  St.  Blaize,  for  that  faint's  ;  and  caufed 
both  to  be  placed  on  the  great  altar,  under  cano¬ 
pies.  Next,  he  fent  for  all  his  domefticks,  not  for¬ 
getting  the  mulatto  cook  who  had  firmed  him  fo 
well  at  Yaguaron.  Thus  cantoned  in  the  convent, 
as  in  a  fortified  place,  he  gave  all  thofe  who  fhut 
jthemfelves  up  with  him,  an  account  of  every  thing 
that  had  happened  to  him  fince  his  departure 
from  the  Affumption.  He  told  them,  that  he  had 
found  means  to  engage  the  governor  to  difmifs  the 
Parana  Indians  ;  “  but  it  is  a  great  pity,  added  he, 
that  fuch  a  man  fihould  hold  fuch  a  poft.  Let  me 
but  have  the  royal  fchedule,  which  has  been  flolen 
out  of  tfie  town  houfe,  and  I  will  ufe  him  as  he 
deferves,  as  well  as  Sebaftian  de  Leon.”  This 
fchedule,  however,  contained  no  more  than  a  power, 
which  the  emperor  had  given  during  the  firft  years 
after  the  building  of  the  AiTumption,  to  name,  pro- 
vifionally,  a  commandant  on  the  death  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  •,  and  this  privilege  fubfifted  no  longer. 

The  camp-mailer  general,  hearing  of -this  difi* 
courfe,  immediately  waited  on  the  governor  to  re- 
prefent  to  him  all  the  evils  and  inconveniencies,  to 
which  he  would  expofe  himfelf,  by  not  immediately 
ordering  back  the  Parana  Indians.  But  the  prelate, 
who  had  his  fpies  every  where,  foon  hearing  what 

H  h  3  this 
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this  officer  was  about,  caufed  the  alarm  bell  of 
the  convent  to  ring.  Upon  this,  the  inhabitants* 
immediately  flocked  to  the  convent,  where  the  bi- 
fhop,  having  fent  for  an  alcalde  and  fome  regidors, 
took  out  of  his  pocket,  and  read  with  a  loud  voice, 
a  paper,  v/hich,  he  faid,  was  a  letter  he  had  juft  re¬ 
ceived,  importing,  that  the  reduction  Indians  had 
plundered  Yaguaron,  and  all  the  country  houfes  in 
the  neighbourhood  *,  that  they  were  in  march  to 
ferve  the  capital  in  the  fame  manner  ^  and  that 
they  had  been  already  feen  at  Ita  :  “  And 
becaufe,  added  he,  I  would  defend  your  liberty, 
your  property,  and  your  privileges,  they  want  to 
drive  me  out  of  the  province,  as  a  fower  of  fedi- 
tion.  But,  in  quality  of  a  counfellor  to  his  majefty, 
I  exhort  all  thole  in  employment,  to  take  upon 
them  the  defence  of  this  opprefied  city,  and  name 
a  governor,  who  may  prelerve  the  province  from 
the  danger  with  which  it  is  threatened.  In  fo  ur¬ 
gent  a  cafe,  neceftity  may  very  well  fupply  the  want 
of  a  royal  fchedule.” 

The  alcalde,  aftoniflied  at  this  difcourfe,  ran 
diredtly  to  the  governor,  to  conjure  him  not  to  let 
the  Indians  enter  the  city  ;  and,  on  Don  Gregorio’s 
anfwering  him,  that  he  knew  what  was  to  be  done, 
fell  into  a  violent  paflion  ;  and  even  forgot  him- 
felf  fo  far  as  to  fpeak  very  difrefpedtfully  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  who,  thereupon,  fent  him  to  prifon.  As 
foon  as  the  people  heard  of  it,  they  grew  perfectly 
outrageous  and  would,  perhaps,  have  been  guilty 
of  feme  violence,  had  they  not  been  reftrained  by 
their  apprehenflons  of  the  Indians,  whofe  num¬ 
ber  was  made  to  amount  to  twelve  hundred. 
They  were,  however,  foon  quieted  by  the  receipt 
of  certain  advice,  that  thefe  Indians  had  never  ap¬ 
peared  either  at  Yaguaron  or  at  Ita-,  and  that  their 
number  never  amounted  to  above  fix  hundred. 

-r  .«  -  .  V-  -j.  •  ■  ■  ■  '•*■■*  *  1 
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Soon  after,  indeed,  they  were  given  to  underhand, 
what  was  very  true?  that  theie  Indians  were,  in 
fad,  marching  towards  the  city  by  the  governor's 
orders  ;  but  that  they  obfervcd  the  ftridefl  difci- 
pline,  and  no  where  occafioned  the  lead:  diforder. 

Don  Bernard  in,  however,  had  fent  to  the  royal 
audience  a  relation  of  their  pretended  hoftilities, 
which,  befides  being  attefted  by  hirnfelf  upon 
oath,  was  figned  by  two  friars,  as  eye-witneffes  to 
the  plundering  of  Yaguaron,  where  it  was  after¬ 
wards  proved  neither  of  them  had  been.  The  pre¬ 
late  affirmed  in  another  memorial,  that,  during  his 
refidence  in  that  town,  and  while  he  was  preparing 
to  vifit  the  reductions,  the  jefuits  had  fent  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Paraguay  thirty  thoufand  gold  crowns, 
and  a  thoufand  well  armed  men,  to  engage  him  to 
baniffi  him,  for  fear  he  ffiould  difcover  their  gold 

J  m  O 

mines ;  and  this  memorial  was  figned  by  feverai 
ecclefiafticks,  foine  of  whom  were  not  fo  much  as 
permitted  to  read  it.  One  clergyman,  who,  alone, 
had  the  courage  not  to  comply,  was  loaded 
with  chains,  and  brought  to  the  convent  of  St. 
Francis,  where,  after  a  great  deal  of  ill  ufage,  he 
was  fufpended  in  the  air  by  a  rope,  till,  overcome  by 
the  painfulnefs  of  his  fituation,  he  promifed  to  do 
every  thing  they  thought  proper.  Accordingly, 
on  being  untied,  he  figned  the  memorial  ;  but,  as 
boon  as  he  recovered  his  liberty,  he  pjfotefted  a- 
gainft  the  violence  that  had  been  offered  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  creatures  of  the  biffiop  left 
no  ffone  unturned  to  engage  the  inhabitants  to  take 

O  O 

up  arms.  The  prelate,  on  his  fide,  beftirred  hirnfelf 
exceedingly,  to  procure  the  lchedule  of  Charles  V, 
and  the  royal  ffandard  *,  and,  finding,  at  laft,  that 
he  could  not  get  either  one  or  the  other,  vented 
his  anger  and  indignation  on  the  camp-maftcr  ge-s 
neral,  his  brothers  and  his  friends,  whom  he  de- 
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dared  excommunicated,  fchifmaticks,  and  enemies 
to  their  country.  At  laft,  the  tumult  encreafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants,  finding  it  impoffible  to  remain  any  longer  in 
the  city  with  decency  or  fafety,  retired  to  the  coun¬ 
try.  Upon  this,  the  governor,  who  flattered  him- 
felf,  that  Don  Bernardin,  when  he  fhould  lofe  all 
hopes  of  holding  out  in  his  afylum,  would  complj 
with  his  promife  to  leave  the  province,  fent  to 
fummon  him  to  fet  out  without  any  further  delay  *, 
and  to  let  him  know,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
was  a  bark  well  ftored  with  provifions  of  every 
kind,  ready  to  receive  him  and  all  his  family. 

The  king’s  notary,  Ruy  Gomez  de  Goyofo,  who 
was  charged  with  the  ferving  of  this  fummons,  on 
his  prefenting  himfelf  at  the  gates  of  the  convent, 
and  defiring  to  fpeak  with  the  prelate,  was  accofted 
by  a  friar  armed  with  a  javelin,  with  which  he  three 
times  endeavoured  to  run  him  through  the  body. 
Don  Bernardin  made  up  to  the  noife  *,  afked  Gomez 
his  bufinefs  *,  and  when,  he  had  given  an  account  of 
it,  told  him  that  no  one  had  a  right  to  command 
him  to  leave  his  diocefe  ;  and  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
governor  fihould  have  come  himfelf  on  the  errand. 
He  then  broke  out  into  invediives  againft  him,  and 
declared  the  king’s  notary  excommunicated,  threat¬ 
ening  him,  at  the  fame  time,  in  cafe  he  did  not 
conlider  himfelf  as  fuch,  to  fine  him  fi  ve  hundred 
crowns,  and  deliver  him  over  to  the  holy  office  as 
an  obftinate  and  irreclaimable  finner.  Don  Gre¬ 
gorio,  having  received  notice  of  this^excefs  *,  and 
being  told,  befides,  that,  Don  Bernardin  having  de¬ 
clared  it  would  be  but  a  venial  fin  to  difpatch  him, 
two  eccjefiaflicks  had  taken  upon  them  to  do  the 
bufinefs,  and  two  more  to  fet  fire  to  the  college,  he 
immediately  ordered  one  hundred  of  the  Parana 
Indians  into  the  city  *,  polled  fifty  at  the  gates  of 
the  college  ;  and  the  reft  about  his  own  houfe. 

Don 
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Don  Gregorio  then  publifhed  an  edidt,  declar¬ 
ing  Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas  an  intruder  into  the 
bifhoprick  of  Paraguay,  and  without  any  manner 
ofjurifdidtion.  The  governor  had  by  him  three 
pieces  left  him  by  the  fathers  Truxillo  andVerdugo, 
and  his  brother,  father  de  Hiniftrofa,  to  prove  that 
the  bifhop  was  adtually,  and  ever  fince  his  confecra- 
tion,  had  been  fufpended,  and  the  governor  knew 
very  well,  that  the  fathers  of  St.  Dominick,  and  of 
the  Merci,  and  feveral  francifcans  were  of  the  fame 
opinion  with  his  brother.  The  piece  by  father 
de  Hiniftrofa,  the  bifhop  has  always  attributed  to 
the  jcfuits  •,  and  it  is  upon  this  foundation,  that  in 
all  his  letters,  and  in  all  the  memorials  publifhed 
in  his  name,  and  prefented  by  his  agent  to  the  royai 
council  of  the  Indies,  he  accufed  the  jefuits  of  hav¬ 
ing  driven  him  out  of  his  diocefe,  as  they  had  al¬ 
ready  done,  he  faid,  two  of  his  predeceflors ;  a 
calumny,  which  has  been  repeated  in  feveral  libels, 
efpecially  in  the  Morale  Pratique  des  Jefuites ,  but  al¬ 
ways  without  the  ieaft  foundation.  The  two  other 
prelates  are  Don  Thomas  de  Torrez,  of  the  order 
of  St.  Dominick,  who  was  tranflated  from  the  bi¬ 
fhoprick  of  the  Affumption  to  that  of  Tucuman ; 
and  Don  Chriftopher  de  Arrefti,  of  the  order  of 
St.  Benedidt,  tranflated  to  that  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  firft  never  had  any  quarrel  with  the  jefuits, 
and  the  fecond  lived  to  his  death  in  the  greateft 
harmony  with  them.  Befides,  what  could  the  jefuits 
have  got  by  thefe  tranflations,  fince  moft  of 
their  houfes,  as  well  as  the  beft  of  them,  were  in 
the  diocefes  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Tucuman  ? 

Unhappily  for  Don  Bernardin,  the  opinions  of 
the  three  religious  I  have  juft  mentioned,  have 
been  fince  confirmed  by  the  fentence  of  the  cardi¬ 
nals  of  the  congregation  of  Trent.  But,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  according  to  the  order  preferibed  by  the  canons 

in 
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in  an  affair  of  this  importance,  it  was  rcquifite 
there  ffiould  be  an  eccleflaftical  fuperjor.  None  of 
the  ancient  canons  now  remained  in  the  city  but 
Don  Chriftopher  Sanchez,  who,  at  the  arrival  of 
Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas,  governed  the  diocefe 
in  quality  of  grand  vicar  and  provifor.  The  go¬ 
vernor,  therefore,  required  him  to  refume  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  charge,  which  the  flaws  in  the  prelate's 
confecration  and  induction  authorized  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  ;  and  promifed  to  fupport  him  with  all  the 
authority  he  himfelf  was  inverted  with  in  quality  of 
governor.  Don  Sanchez  confented,  provided  the 
governor  would  give  him  a  fafeguard  for  his  per- 
fon,  To  this  Don  Gregorio  made  anfwer,  that  he 
might  And  one  in  the  jefuits  college,  which  was 
well  guarded ;  and,  accordingly,  direftly  con¬ 
ducted  him  to  it. 

He  then  ordered  the  general  alarm  to  be  beat  ; 
and  iffued  an  order,  on  pain  of  death,  for  all  the 
inhabitants  to  repair  with  their  arms  to  the  great 
fquare,  where  the  royal  ftandard  had  been  already 
planted,  and  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  dc  every 
thing  they  fnould  be  commanded  in  the  name  of 
his  roajefty,  No  one  dared  to  be  abfent,  fo  that 
the  officers  with  their  foldiers,  the  magiftrates  at 
the  head  of  the  militia,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Indians,  immediately  appeared  there  in  order  of 
battle.  The  governor  then  made  his  appearance  ^ 
and,  followed  only  by  fome  of  his  principal  officers 
went  to  the  college  •,  called  for  Don  Chriftopher 
Sanchez,  provifor  and  vicar  general  of  the  diocefe  •, 
and  conduced  him  to  the  cathedral,  the  doors  of 
which  were  no  fooner  thrown  open,  than  it  filled 
with  perfons  of  both  fexes,  and  of  every  age  and 
condition. 

Don  Chriftopher,  after  a  ffiort  prayer,  took  a 
crucifix  from  the  great  altar  j  gave  it  to  kifs  to  the 
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governor ;  and  then  took  the  feat  he  ufed  to  oc¬ 
cupy  during  the  vacancy  of  the  fee,  from  which 
he  declared  that  he  refumed  the  exercife  cf  all  the 
charges,  with  which  he  had  been  till  then  inverted, 
the  new  bifhop  of  Paraguay  not  as  yet  having  any 
lawful  jurifdidtion.  This  done,  he  ordered  all  the 
bells  to  befet  a  ringing,  and  all  the  excommunica¬ 
tion  lifts  to  be  torn  down  *,  and  took  off  the  interdict 
which  Don  Bernardin  himfelf  had  juft  taken  off', 
as,  finding  it  impoftible  to  efcape  this  blow,  lie 
thought  he  might  make  a  merit  of  his  pretended 
indulgence  in  the  eyes  of  thepublick, 

*  The  governor’s  edidt  further  imported,  that  as 
it  was  notorious  his  lordfnip  Don  Bernardin  de  Car¬ 
denas  had  intruded  himfelf  into  the  government  of 
the  diocefe,  againft  the  rules  of  the  church,  and 
was  actually  lodged  in  the  francifean  convent,  to 
which  he  had  Caufed  arms  to  be  brought,  and 
where  he  had  placed  a  garrifon ;  and  from 
thence  filled  the  city  with  trouble,  confufion  and 
fcandal,  he  forbid  all  perlons,  on  pain  of  death,  to 
enter  that  convent  while  the  prelate  continued  in 
it.  The  provifor  and  vicar  general,  on  his  fide, 
publifhed  a  mandate  to  the  fame  purpofe,  import¬ 
ing,  befides,  that  the  faid  lord  bifnop  was  not  en¬ 
titled  to  any  obedience. 

Now,  at  laft,  Don  Bernardin  perceived,  that  he 
could  not  hold  out  any  longer,  efpecially  as  a  man¬ 
date  of  his,  lately  .publifhed  in  one  of  his  pari  fit 
churches, had  made  little  or  no  imprefilon  on  the  in¬ 
habitants.  Pie,  therefore  fent  word  to  the  governor, 
that  he  could  no  longer  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  re¬ 
main  m  a  province  entirely  inhabited  by  excommuni¬ 
cated  perfons  •,  and  accordingly,  on  the  19th  of  No¬ 
vember*  after  celebrating  his  two  mafifes,  he  took 
leave  of  a  great  number  of  devout  perfons,  whofe 
confidences  he  directed,  telling  them,  tjiat  he  wa$ 
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foanifhed  from  his  diocefe,  for  having  endeavoured, 
through  his  paftoral  tendernefs  for  his  flock,  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  diftreis  of  feveral  families,  whole  patrimony 
had  been  ufur-  ed  by  the  enemies  of  the  church  ; 
thereby  meaning  the  Indians,  whom  the  jefqits 
fecured  from  the  drudgery  of  perfonal  fervice.  He 
repeated  all  the  injuries,  with  which  he,  on  every 
former  occaflon,  had  loaded  thefe  pretended  ufurp- 
ers  *,  be  again  interdicted,  excommunicated,  and  ana¬ 
thematized  them  •,  giving,  at  the  fame  time,  notice, 
that  there  y/as  no  communicating  with  fhem  with¬ 
out  incurring  the  fame  cenfures •,  and  addipg,  that, 
fevere  as'heihewed  himfelf  towards  thole,  who  ob~ 
ftinately  perfifted  in  their  rebellion  againft  the 
church,  he  would  always  behave  with  the  greateft 
compaflion  and  tendernefs  towards  her  humble  an 
faithful  children. 

He  then  named  the  churches,  in  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  m  ght  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  aflifting  at 
divine  fervice  ;  and  the  priefts  who  might  hear  their 
confeflions,  op  whom  he  bellowed  the  mold  mag¬ 
nificent  encomiums,  though,  perhaps,  he  was  thp 
only  perfon  not  to  know,  that  fame  of  them  lived  in 
a  fcandalous  concubinage.  At  length,  after  taking 
leave  of  the  great  croud  that  attended  him,  all 
bathed  in  tears,  and  filling  the  church  with  their 
fighs  and  groans,  he  fafiied  forth,  carrying  the  holy 
facrament  in  a  box  hung  to  his  breall,  and  follow¬ 
ed  by  his  chaplains  and  the  reft  of  his  clergy,  every 
one  with  a  lighted  taper  in  his  hand.  As  foon  as 
he  had  got  into  his  bark,  he  renewed  his  anathemas 
againft  the  perfecutors  of  the  church,  who  drove 
out  of  his  diocefe  the  holieft  bifhop,  to  believe  his 
follower?,  the  new  world  had  ever  poflefled  ; 
and  thundered  a  new  interdict  againft  the  city,  to 
the  found  of  a  litde  bell,  which  he  ufually  carried 
with  him  in  his  journeys.  The  bells  of  the  fran- 
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tifcan  church,  and  thole  of  the  epifcopal  parifh. 
Were  immediately  fet  a  going,  according  to  the 
orders  he  had  given  for  that  purpofe  *,  and  it  was 
found  impofiible  to  appeafe  the  tumults  occafioned 
by  the  ringing  of  them,  otherwife  than  by  ring¬ 
ing,  at  the  lame  time,  thofe  of  all  the  other 
churches. 

The  prelate  feated  himfelf  on  a  ftool  in  the  Item 
of  his  bark,  having,  on  both  lides  of  him,  the  eccle- 
fiafticks  and  religious,  who  had  embarked  with 
him.  The  reft  of  his  attendants  had  placed  them- 
felves  at  fome  diftance  ;  fome  fmoaking,  the  reft 
drinking  their  Paraguay  ;  and  all  in  very  carelefs 
poftures,  without  {hewing  the  leaft  attention  to  the 
blefted  facrament,  which  the  bifhop  carried  about 
him  ;  and,  he  himfelf,  no  doubt,  foon  took  notice 
of  it,  for  in  fome  fnort  time,  the  box  containing 
it,  was  no  longer  to  be  feen.  One  of  his  clergy 
has  fmce  affured,  that  he  faw  DonBernardin  com¬ 
municate  with  it  without  leaving  his  place,  from 
a  perfuafion,  it  is  probable,  that  he  might  on 
this  occafion  difpenfe  with  a  law  of  the  church, 
left  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  keep  his  at¬ 
tendants  within  the  bounds  of  refpehl  due  to  the 
holy  facrament  of  our  altars. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  his  friends  wrote  toTucuman, 
that,  the  moment  he  afeended  his  bark,  ftars  had 
been  feen  to  dart  from  heaven  towards  the  church  of 
St.  Lucia,  and  from  thence  to  the  epifcopal  palace, 
behind  which  they  difappeared  *,  that  the  earth 
Ihook  ;  that  rocks  had  been  feen  to  fly  to  pieces, 
and  mountains  to  ftrike  againft  each  other  ;  that 
the  fun  feemed  to  diftil  blood ;  in  fhort,  that  a- 
mazement  and  terror  had  feized  every  heart. 
But  when  thefe  accounts  were  fent  back  to  the 
Aftlimption,  it  was  anfwered,  that  nothing 
like  it  had  been  feen  there  j  that  few  perfons  ixv 
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gretted  the  bifhop,  fince  he  earned  away  with 
him  the  fource  of  all  that  trouble  and  confufion, 
faith  which  the  city  had  been  almoft  perpetually 
agitated  ever  fince  he  made  his  appearance  in  it. 

Don  Bernardin,  however,  now  began  to  be  more 
Uneaiy  than  he  cared  to  appear,  in  regard  to  the  de¬ 
feats  in  his  confecration  and  induction  ;  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  he  had  been,  for  fome  time  pail,  taking 
meafures  in  Rome,  to  procure  the  Pope’s  dil- 
penfation  with  both.  From  the  9th  of  May,  1 645, 
to  the  2d  of  October,  of  the  fame  year,  four  con¬ 
gregations  were  held  upon  this  affair,  and  in  them 
were  produced  letters  from  the  bifhop,  in  which  he 
defired  to  be  abfolved  from  the  cenfures  he  might 
have  incurred  for  caufing  himfelf  to  be  confecrated 
without  prefenting  the  Pope’s  bulls  ;  for  having 
taken  poffeifion  of  his  bifhoprick  ;  for  having  re« 
ceived  the  revenues  of  it ;  for  having  ordained  and 
performed  the  other  epifcopal  fundtions  *,  all,  in 
confequence  of  the  opinion  of  feveral  learned 
men,  who  judged  that  his  bulls  had  probably 
mifearried,  or  had  been  intercepted  by  perfons 
who  *wifhed  him  no  good  *,  and  on  the  ftrength 
of  a  letter  from  cardinal  Anthony  Barbarini,  who 
gave  him  notice  of  their  having  been  expedited, 
and  treated  him  as  bifhop.  To  thefe  motives 
he  added,  the  preffing  neceflity  which  the  diocefe  of 
the  Affumption  had  for  a  bifhop. 

The  Pope  afhfted  at  one  of  thefe  congregations, 
in  which  it  was  ordered,  that  Don  Bernardin’s  let¬ 
ters  fhould  be  examined  in  a  new  congregation,  in 
the  prefence  of  his  holinefs,  and  that  the  whole  af¬ 
fair  fhould  be  again  maturely  confidered.  The 
nth  of  July,  1656,  another  congregation  was 
held,  in  which  Cardinal  Cefi  prefented  a  petition 
addrefied  to  the  Pope,  by  wrhich  the  canons  of  the 
Affumption,  independent  of  the  defects  in  the 

con- 
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confecration  of  Don  Bernardin,  ailed ged  feve- 
ral  other  grievances  againft  him.  The  congre¬ 
gation  named  Cardinal  Albizzi  to  examine  and 
report  them  ;  and,  as  Don  Bernardin  had  cited 
Cardinal  Barbarini’s  letter,  it  was  anfwered,  that  he  - 
ought  to  produce  it.  It  appears  that  things  re¬ 
mained  pretty  much  in  this  fituation  till  the 
year  1658,  when  Don  Bernardin  was  abfolv- 
ed  of  his  cenfures,  and  named  to  another  bi- 
fhoprick.  In  the  mean  time,  we  fhall  foon  fee  him 
appear  again  at  the  Aflumption,  with  as  much 
confidence,  as  if  the  Pope  had  either  declared  he 
had  never  incurred  any  cenfures,  or  had  abfolved 
him  from  them. 


End  of  the  Firft  Volume . 
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